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ON THE 


DEATH 

O F T H E 

Rev. Mr# H E R V E Y. 


N. B. The Reader may be affured that thcfe Verfes 
were wrote by a very ilrious and well-difpofed young 
Apprentice to a jerfey Comber, in the Town of 
Northampton, in a low Station of Life, and of no liberal 
Education ; whofe Mind, by Mr. Hervey 's Preaching 
and Writings, had been very early imprelfed with the 
(acred Ardour of Piety and Poetry. 


TJRAN1A fpeak! in penftve Numbers tell 
How /ion trembled when good Hervey fell! 
Whgfl^ail’d his Strength, and when his Pulfe beat 
low, 

Tell how {be mourn’d to fee th’ impending Blow! 

O thou, to whom all facred Themes belong, 

Pour forth the fweetly melanchc.lv Song! 

‘ Alas! grim Death hath Ihot the fatal Dart, 

‘ Which long feem’d pointed at his languid Heart. ■ 
4 Th’ infatiate Tyrant,crown’d with fun’ral Gloom, 
‘ 'ii Triumph^drags him to the hollow Tomb; 

‘ V'ho now fo well can paint the blooming f Flower, 
4 Or "preach fdbm Sepulchres at Midnight Hour? 

4 'Who nowmi well the Starry Heavens fcan, 

4 And reae the Le&ures Nature meant for Man? 


I 


A 


No 


f Alluding to his Reflections on the Flower-Garden, and Mi- 
dilations on the Tombs :—To his Contemplations on i’ 
an the Starry Heavens, 



[ iv ] 

* No more his Voice a carelefs WniJT mniTTliii i, 

* Or tell the Wonders of redeeming Love; 

* No more fhall Thoufands round his Pulpit throng, 

* To hear the henv’nly Precepts of his Tongue: 

* For lo ! above this grofs impurer Air, 

* Releas’d from every Pain, and every Care: 

‘ He fnars aloft (angelick,Hods his Guide) 

* On Wings new plum’d, which ne’er before h$ 

* try’d. . . 

‘ "With rapid Speed his golden Piaions rife 

* Thro’ ftarry Plain?, and fkim th’ Empyrean Skies. 

* And now where fparkling Portals wide difplay 

* The blifsfui Regions of eternal Day; 

‘ His I.ord receives him 'midft ecleftial Choirs, 
c Who crown lus Head, and illike their golden 
‘ Lyres; 

* Thro’ Hcav’n’s glad Courts the greeting Anthems 

4 roll, 

* And fovs nov blooming fenft his ravifh'd Soul; 

1 Joys which to tell all Eloquence is faint, 

r - And which the ) oft i eft Alufe can never paint.’ 


' T H L 
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LIFE 

OF THE 

Rev. JAMES HERVEY, M.A. 


T HE Reverend Mr. James Hervey was the 
cldeft Son, and bora on Friday the 26th of 
February 17x3-14, at Hardingjione, a Country Vil¬ 
lage, one Mile from Northampton ; his Father being 
then Miniftcr of the Parilh of Collingtree, within two 
Miks of Hardingjlone. His firft Inftrudtion was 
from his Mother, who taught him his Letters, and to 
read; and under her Tuition he continued till he was 
levcn Years of Age, when he was fent as a Day- 
Scholar to the Free-Grammar-Sehool at Northamp¬ 
ton , of which the Reverend Mr. Clarke, V icar of St. 
Sepulchre’s, in the faid Town, was at that Time 
Matter. 

'. At this School he remained till he was feventeen 
It v-.ars old, bnd learned the Latin and Greek Lan¬ 
guages, in which his Genius and Memory would 
have enablj/ him to have made a much earlier Pro- 
grefs it ytt had not been prevented by his School- 
rnafter f who would not fuft'er him, or any other of 
his Scholars to learn fa I let., than his own Son. 
4 Vivid/ Mr. Hervey was at School, though he (hewed 
a remarkable Dexterity at all the innocent Games 
A 3 ufual 
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The LIFE of the 

ufual among Children, bringing home! 1 ms rooters 
loaded with Marbles, and feveral Halfpence won at 
Chuck; yet he had a perfect Indifference for the 
Acquifition he made by his Skill in thefe Games, 
which he pradlifed only for Exercife and Amufcment. 
His Mother would often clear his Pockets at Night 
of his Marbles, b’c. and he troubled his Head no 
farther about them. 

In the Year 1731, at the Age of Seventeen, he 
was fent by his father to the Univerfity of Oxford, 
and entered of Lincoln College there under the Tui¬ 
tion of the Reverend Mr. Hutchins, now Doctor, and 
Redtor of that College. He refided in the Univer¬ 
fity five Years, yet only took the Degree of Bache¬ 
lor of Arts*: The firft two or three Years indeed 
were fpent by him with fome Degree of Indolence, 
or rather lefs Application to his Studies than he af¬ 
terwards ufed. Butin 1733, about his nineteenth 
Year, becoming acquainted with fome Perfons who 
began to diftinguifh themfelves by their furious Im- 
preflions of Religion, and their Zeal for the Promo¬ 
tion of it, he was engaged by their Influence a 
ftridlcr Attachment both to Piety and I .earning; of 
the former there arc confpicuous Marks in his Let¬ 
ters t written to his Sifter in the Years (733, 1734, 
and 1735 : And of the latter, in the Couria of his 
Studies. He made himfclf Mailer of Dr. fames 
Keifs Anatomy, Dr. Derhanfs Phyftco-Thcol- ■ v and 
J/tro-Theology , the Spcflacle tie !a filature, trans¬ 
lated by Mr. Humphreys ; which lull Wo:k he rc.v’ 
over with a peculiar Satisfaction. No/ was he '.L 
delighted by the Effay on Pope’s Oily fry, written bv 
the Rev. Mr Spence , now Prebendary ot Durham-, to 

V \ 

* Mr. Htncy took bis Degree of Mailer of Arts at Cti.ot- 
bridge, in when he entered at Clart-Haii , and a' he was 

of lulficicnt-Standing at Oxford, he (laid or.lv the few Lavs re¬ 
quired bv the Statutes to pci form the eitflomary Exciciic. 

t Sec Letters, Vol. I. Lcttsi 1, 11, 111, IV. 


which 
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• 

which elegant and judicious Difcourfe Mr. Hervey 
often acknowledged that he owed more of his Im¬ 
provement in Style and Compofition, than to any 
other, which he had ever read. 

In 1734, at the Perfuafion of a much valued 
Friend, he began to learn the Hebrew Language 
without any Teacher, by the Wcjlminjler Grammar 
itfelf; but foon found that Grammar too concife and 
difficult for the Inftruction of a Learner; and there¬ 
fore then defpaired of ever attaining a competent 
Knowledge in the Hebrew, though he afterwards 
made himielf fo thorough a Mafter of that facred 
Language. 

He entered into holy Orders as foon as his Age 
and the Canons of the Church would allow *, and 
immediately after his Ordination, he officiated as a 
Curate at Dimmer in Hampjhirc. 

The firft of his Writings which raifed the Atten¬ 
tion of the Publick, was his Meditations and Contem¬ 
plations, containing Meditations among the Tombs , 
Reflections on a Flower-Garden, and a Defiant on 
Creation , publifhed in February 1745-6. Of this 
Kind of Writing vve had before an Example from no 
Jet's a Man than the great Philofopher Mr. f Boyle , 
in his OccaJtonaJ Reflections on feveral SttbjeCIs, writ¬ 
ten in his younger Years. 

Mr. Jlervey 's Performance was fo well received 
bv the Publick, that it has already paffed through 
fourteen Editions; a fecond Volume, containing 
Contemplations on the Night and Starry Heavens, and a 
I^inter-Piice, having been publifhed in December 

l P. 7- . 

On the /Jeath of his Father in May 1752, Mr. 
Hervey '.feeceded him in the Family Livings of 


Tin he wa; in Orders in the Beginning of 1737 , appears 
J/s litih fetter, Page i 6 , dated May 7 , of that Year. 
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JVeJlon-Favell , within two Miles of Northampton , 
worth about 10 ol. and of Collingtrce , five Miles from 
it, worth about 80 /. a Year. 

In November following, he publiflied in Octavo, 
his Remarks on Lord Bolingbrokc’r Letters on the 
Study and Ufc of Hiflory , fo far as they relate to the 
Hijlory of the Old Teftament , and cfpecially to the Cafe 
of Noah, denouncing a Curfe upon Canaan ; in a Letter 
to a Lady of Quality *. 

The Year following having been called upon to 
preach on the joth of May the Sermon at the Vifi- 
tation of the Reverend John Brown , D. D. Arch¬ 
deacon of Northampton , at Ail-Saint s Church in 
that Town; he permitted it the fame Year, for the 
Benefit of a poor dii'eafed Child, to be printed, under 
the Title of The Crojs of Chrijl the Chrijlian’s Glory. 
He had preached before this another Sermon at the 
fame Church, which he had been folicited to print, 
but could not then be prevailed upon to do it; but 
fincc his Death it has been publifhed under the Title 
of The Minjlry of Reconciliation , reprejenting the 
benign Tendency of the Gofpel-, and that it is the 
Friendly Office of Mini/lers, as the Amlafjudors , or 
Agents of Chrijl to prefs Men with all imaginable Tcn- 
dernefs. Humility , anil Eannjlnef , to accept the Treaty 
of Reconciliation , as cjlablifhed in him , and urged iy 
him while on Earth. 

In 1753, he wrote a Recommendatory Preface to 
Burnham’s Pious Memorials , or the Power of Religion 
on the Mind in Sichncjs , and at Death ; exemplified by 
the Experience of many eminent Per fir ns at thev-c 
important Seafons. 


* The Rev. Mr. Peter IVkatlcv, Vicar of Sr. Slyn.'clre’s, in 
Korthampton, has publifhed, bv Way ol Supplement to this 
Piece of Mr. Henry’s, a Vindication of the Kvide\ces and 
Authenticity of the Gifpel from the Objections of \he late 
I-Ord Uolingbroke, Price 1 j. v 




His 
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His Theron and Afpafio , publifhed in ‘January 
1755, in three Volumes Odfavo, met with the fame 
Approbation from the Publick as his Meditations ; 
and the Demand for this Work likewife was very 
uncommon. 

The Year following Mr. Hervey being informed 
of the Dcfign of reprinting The Go/pel Myjlery of 
Santtification, by the Rev. Mr. Walter Marjhall, for¬ 
merly Fellow of New College, Oxford, and afterwards 
of Winchejlcr College, and of prefixing to it bvWay 
of Recommendation, what he had faid in its Favour 
in Theron and Afpafio he wrote a Letter, dated 
November 5, 1756, to his Bookfeller, giving his 
Confcnt and enlarging on that Recommendation. 
Tffis he did the more readily, as Mr. Merjhali' s 
B«ok might (for fo he has declared) be looked upon 
as no improper f Supplement to the Dialogues and 
Letters contained in Theron and Afpafio. But to ob¬ 
viate the Tendency, or at kaft Mifapplication of 
feme Principles laid down both by Mr. Marjhall and 
his great Admirer, Mr. Hervey, a fourth Edition 
was undertaken of an excellent Work of Dr. Ed¬ 
ward Foivh r, afterwards 1 ’ifhop of Glaucejler, firft 
publifhed in 1671, and intitled The Defign of Chrij- 
ti unity, or a plain Demonjlration, that the enduing 
Aden with inward real Righteoufiujs {or true Holinefs) 
was the ultimate End of our Saviour’s coming into the 
IVor id, and is the great Intention of his blejfed Gojpel. 
This new Edition was publifhed in 1759, with a 
^Letter prefixed to it on the Republication of Bifhop 
Fowler's Book : The anonymous Writer of which 
Le-.-ter introduces into it fome Animndverfions on 
both' Mr. Jlj’ar/hedl and Mr. Hervey ; the latter of 
whom he "ifyles J, a moji elegant Writer now with 
God, ayf a truly amiable devout Advocate for the All- 

* Vi 11. III. p. 3;36, third Edition. 

ty Letter XXV. Vol. II. Page 60. 
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J Efficiency of Chrift's Righteoufnefs . Some Paflages 
in Theron and Ajpajio gave Offence likewife to feve- 
ral who were attached in general to the Author’s 
own favourite Syftem of Calvinifm : The Armitii- 
ans too objected to that Work; and Mr. John * 
Wejley in particular, with fome others, wrote 
againft it. 

Mr. Hervef s own Defence of Theron and Afpa- 
Jio againft the Objections of Mr. John Wejley, was 
transcribed fair for the Prefs from his Short-Hand 
Copy, within a few Pages, and would probably have 
been publifhed in a Volume of the fame Size with 
Theron and Afpafto , had he lived a few Weeks longer. 
This Manufcript f is row in the Pofi'cllion of his 
Brother Mr. William Hervry , Wine-Merchant,'" in 
Miles's-Lane, London. 

In Augujl 1757, Mr .He rvey obliged the Publick 
with the Suh/iance of three Sermons preached by him on 
the late publick Fet/I-Days ; to which in the third Edi¬ 
tion in 1759, were added his Tifitaiion Sermon 
preached in 175*5; his poiihumous Sermon on the 
Mini/lry of Reconciliation*. and his Confederations on 
the prevailing Cufiotn of i titling on Sundays. 

In the fame Year likewife, he publifhed a new 
Edition of his favourite Author, Mr. 'Jcnks’s Medi¬ 
tations, in two Volumes, Octavo; to which he 
wrote a very ftrong Recommendatory Preface, {hew¬ 
ing the Ufe of thofe Meditations, and the Rcafons 
for fuch Republicntion. 

His Labours both in his miniftcria! Office, and in 
bis Study, were purfued by him ns long as poffiblt, 
under the Diladvantagc of a very weak Conltitcdon 
of Body; which, together with the Severity of his 
laft lllnefs, he fupported not only withO.ncredible 

* Sec Wrjley's Prejcnatine againft -unfilled Notions ihcPdigion. 

Price Two Shillings. 1 

t This Manufcript, fomc Years after this Lifev^ * 4 .. 
Iltrvey had been wiitten. vrasptintei) !>>' his Brother. 

Path 
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Patience, but without a Angle Expreffion of Peeviflt-. 
nefs. That lllncfs had long been coming on him* 
but greatly increafed in the Beginning of Ofltber 
1758, and grew very formidable in the December 
following ; for on Sunday the third of that Month 
in the Evening, after Prayer in his Family, he 
feemed to be arrefted by the Meffenger of Death, 
lo that the united Affiftance of his Siller and Servant, 
with Difficulty, enabled him to get up Stairs into 
his Room, from whence he never came down. His 
lllncfs gaining Ground every Day, he foon became 
fcnlihlc that his End was approaching. He had 
frequent and violent Returns of the Cramp, which 
ga*e him moll -acute Pain. He had likcwifc a 
hej^ick Cough, which afflicted him fo grievoufly in 
the Night, that he could leldom lie in Bed till four - * 
in the Morning: and was often obliged to rife at 
two, efpecially as Opium (how much foever guarded 
bv other Medicines) would not agree with him. 
On the fifteenth of that Month he complained of a 
Pain in his Side, for which, at his own Dcfire, he 
was blooded; though his Phyfician, Dr . Stonhoufiy 
in whom he placed the greatell Confidence, had ob¬ 
jected to it; finding his Pulfe very low, and appre¬ 
hending him too weak to bear any Evacuation of 
that Kind.—When*the Surgeon came, he could 
fcarccly perceive any Pulfation, and therefore took 
away no more than four Ounces of Blood, intimating 
to his Relations and Friends, that the Cafe was 
t’vfperate, and that he had blooded him very unwil¬ 
lingly, and •merely to fatisfy Mr. Hervcy ’s Defire, 
who had fonje Hope that the Pain might poffibly be 
relieved byHis Curate, the Rev. Mr. /ibrabam 
Maddock. -oeing much with him in the Afternoon 
of that ^Jay, Mr. Hervcy fpoke to him in Prong and 

* Mfr.cn Mr. Hervcy was in tolerable Health, he rarelv lay 
ilPBsyaftcr Six, even in the Whiter; and rote Hill cariicr in 
lisC^umuier. ' ... . 

Pfttbe- 
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pathetick Terms of his AlTurance of Faith, apJ of 
the great Love of God in Chrift. “ Oh !.faid be* 
“ what has Chrift, how much has Chrift done foe 
* c me ; and how little have I done for fo loving -a 

Saviour! If I preached even once a Week, it 
“ was at laft a Burden to me. I have not vifited the 
“ People of my Parifh, as I ought # to have done ; 
“ and thus have preached, as it were, from Houfe to 
“ Houfe. I have not taken every Opportunity of 
“ fpeaking for Chrift.” 

Thefc Exprefiions being accompanied with Tears 
which were toovifiblc not to be obferved; and left 
hisT ears fhould be mifinterpretcd, as they had been 
converfmg about his expected End, and of his Af_ 
furancc of Happincfs ; he proceeded thus: “ Do 
“ not think, that 1 am afraid to die ; I afi'ure you I 
“ am not. I know what my Saviour hath done for 
“ me, and 1 want to be gone. But I wonder and- 
“ lament to think of the Love of Chrift in doing 
“ fo much for ihc ; and how little have I done for 
“ Him.” And in another Convention,difcourftng 
Iikewife of his approaching Diftblution, which he 
did with the utmoil Calmnefs and Serenity ; and of 
the little which we know of God’s Word, he laid, 
4 ‘ How many precious Texts are there big with the 
“ ntoft rich Truths of Chrift, which we cannot 
“ comprehend, of which we know nothing; and 
“ of thofc we do know, how lew do wc remember? 
“ Bonus lexiuarius rjt , bonus Thcologus. A good 
“ Tcxtuary is a good Divine ; and that is the Ar- 
“ motir; the Word of God is-the Swcrd. Thofc 
“ Texts are the Weapons, which I limit ufe when 
“ that fubtle Spirit, that Arch-Advcrtay of Man- 
<l kind, comes to tempt and lift me in m\laft Con- 
“ Aid. Surely, 1 had need be well provio-d with 
“ thefe Weapons; I had need have my vQiiivcr 
** full of them, to anftver Satan with Tcxtsynit^'f 
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“ the Word of God, when he affaults me.” Thus 
did Chrift when he was tempted in the Wildernefs. 

On the 19th the Pains of his Body abated, and 
he grew drowfy and lethargick; hut in the Night 
following his immediate Death was apprehended. 

.The next Day (the 20th) he was vifited by his 
very worthy and learned Friend Dr. Stonhoufe , who 
declared, that in his Opinion, Mr. Hervey could 
.not live above three or four Days; and happening 
to fpeak of the many Confolations thro’ Chrift-, 
which a good Alan enjoys in the Profpedt of Death, 
>and dilcourfing on the Emptinefs of "worldly Honour 
to an hnmori cK and on the Unprofitablcncfs pf 
'Riches to the Irreligious ; Mr. Hervey replied, 
“ TCrue, Dodtor, true, the only valuable Treafures 
“ acc in Heaven. What would it avail me now to 
“ be Archbifhop of Canterbury ? Difcafc would 
“ ftiew tio Rcfpcdt to my Mitre. That Prelate * is 
“ not only very great, but I am told, he has Reli- 
“ giott really at Heart: Yet it is Godlincfs and not 
“ Grandeur, that will avail him hereafter. The 
“• Gofpel is offered to me a poor Country Parfon, 
“ the fame as to his Grace. Chrift makes no Dif- 
“ ference between us. Oh ! why then do Minifters 
thus neglect the Charge of fo kind a Saviour; 
“ fawn upon the Great, and hunt after worldly 
“ Preferments with fo much Eagernefs, to the Dil- 
t: grace of our Orders? Thcfe, thefe are the 
“ Things, Dodtor, and not our Poverty, or Ob- 
• “ feurity, which render the Clergy fo juftly con- 
“ tempiible to the Worldlings. No Wonder the 
“ Service of Vur Church (grieved lam to fay it) is 
“ become fui$i a formal, lifelefs Thing, fince it is 
“ alas ! too-gencrally executed by Perfons dead to 
“ Godli^ Ts in all their Convcriation; whofe Indif- 
“ ferenefc to Religion, and Worldly-minded Beha- 

* Dr. Thcnas Scikcr. 

“ viour. 
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“ viotir, proclaims the little Regard they pay to the 
“ Do&rincs of the Lord, who bought them.” 

When the Doctor was going away, Mr. Hervry 
with great Tenderncfs obferved to him, that as not 
long ago he had a dangerous Fall from his Horfe, 
by which he was much bruifed; and as he had been 
lately ill, and then looked very pale, he hoped he 
would think on thefe narrow F.fcapes, fo often fatal 
to others, as a kind Warning from God to him, 
and remember them as fuch ; adding, “ How care- 
“ ful ought IVe to be to improve thefe Years which 
“ remain, at a 'l ime of Life, when but * few can 
“ remain for Us /” 

The Day before his Death, Mr. Ilcrvry went a 
few Steps acrofs his Room, but immediately hid¬ 
ing his Strength failing him, he funk rather .ban 
fell down; his Fall being broken by his Sifter, who 
observing his Wcakncfs, ran and caught him ; but 
he fainted away, and w'ns in all Appearance dead, it 
being a confidcrable Time before any Pulfe could 
be perceived. When lie came to himfclf, and his 
Brother Mr. JFi lUtwi Hervry , who was come from 
London to vilit him, laid, “ We were afraid you 
“ was gone lie anfwercd, “ I wifh I had.” 
And well he might with fo, for his Strength was 
sjviite exhaufted, his Body extremely emaciated, and 
his Bones fo fore, he could not hear any ypnc to 
touch him, when it was ncceflary to move him about. 
Yet under all this Calamity he was ever praiftng 
God for his f Mercies, and for ending him with | 
Patience. 

On 

* Dr. Siiiii/icuji and Mr. Henry being thiO between forty 
and (ifry Year sold. ' 

t lie never received a Bit of Lemon to moiderWbis Montb, 
■without thanking God for hisBounty ami Goodiiels\n nearing 
fj^mauv I lehrs and Kefrcfhmcms to a (irk and decaying Body. 

A few Years ago Mr. Ilrrvtx bail a terrible l'eVr ■lu’j;, 
pother IVilliaei’s Houle, in which he had leveul lifters. 

Ou 
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On the 25th ( Chr'ijlmas Day) on which he died, 
his Curate paying him his Morning Vifit, Mr. Her- 
'vry lifted up his Head, and opened his Eyes, as he 
fat in his cafy Chair (for he could not lie in Bed) to 
fee who it was, and faid, “ dir, I cannot talk with 
you.” lie complained much all this Day of z 
great inward Conflict- wh-ch he had, laying his 
Hand upon his Bread, and faying, “ Oh! you 
“ know not how great a Conflict I have.” During 
this Time, he almoft conftantly lifted up his Eyes 
towards Heaven, with his Hands clafped together 
in a praying Form, and faid, two or three Times, 
“ When this great Conflict is over, then—” but 
faid no more; though it was underftood, he meant 
tha’^nen he fhould go to Reft. 

IJv. Stonhoufe came to him about three Hours be¬ 
fore he expired: Mr. Hcrvey urged flrongly and 
afteiStionaiely to the Doctor the Importance and 
Care of his cverlafting Concerns, as here is no 
abiding Place, and intreated him not to be over¬ 
charged with * the Cares of this Life; but to at¬ 
tend, amidft the Multiplicity of his Bulinefs, to the 
“ one Thing t needful 

Which done, the p-.orc/? can m IFants endure ; 
jind which, not done , the richejt rniijl be poor %. 

Pope. 


On thisOccafion Mr. William llrrvry wrote as follows to One 
-of his intimate Friends: “ Mv Brother is indeed an Example 
of Patience — lie has not (poke (during the Whole of hi* 
“ fevere Illncfsl^me finale Woid ol Peevilhnefs.—I am per- 
“ loaded he prayf for von, and rememhers you now he lies 
“ lick upon his. Jed. 1 hope this will find you and vour’s 
“ well, walking'in the Fear of the Lord, and the Comfort* 
“ of his holv'Spirit.” 

*-'Sec I.uke xxi. 34. f Lukr x. 49. 

t Mr. Hcfccy ufed frequently to repeat thefe Lines with 
uch an Emphafis, ami finnifieanl Look, as conveyed their im* 
lortain I'icauing in a Manner not eafily to be forgot.. 

The 
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The Dodlor, feeing the great Difficulty and Pain 
with which he fpoke, (for ne was almoft fuffocated 
with Phlegm and frequent Vomitings) and finding 
by his Pulfc, that the Pangs of Death were then 
coming on, defired that he would fpare himfelf. 

“ No, faid he, Doilor, no ; you tell me I have hut 
“ a few Moments to live. Oh ! let me fpend them 
“ in adoring our great Redeemer.” He then re¬ 
peated the 26th Verfe of the Ixxiiid Pfalm , Though my 
Flrfb and my Heart fail me , yet God is the Strength of 
mylleart and my Portion for ever ; and he expatiated 
in the moft ftriking Manner on thefe Words of 
St. Paul , 1 Cor. iii. 22,23. AH Things are your h. 
Life and Death , for ye arc Chrifi’s *. “ Here, fays 

“ he, is the Treafure of a Chriftian. Death is 
“ reckoned among this Inventory ; and a laoblc 
“ Treafure it is. How thankful am I for Death, 

“ as it is the Pafiage, through which I pafs to the 
V Lord and Giver of eternal Life; and as it frees 
*•* me from all this Mifery you now fee me endure, 
“ and which I am willing to endure, as long as 
u God thinks fit; for I know, he will by and by, 

“ in his own good Time, dilrnil's me from the Body. 

“ Thefe light Afflictions are but fora Moment, and 
u then comes an eternal Weight of Glory. Oh 
“ welcome, welcome Death !—Thou mayft well 
“ be reckoned among the Treafurcs of the Chrif- 
“ tian. To live is Chrift, but to die is Gain.” 
After which, as the Doctor was taking hi:, final 
Leave of him, Mr. Hcrvey exprefied great Grati- - 
tude for his Vifits, tho’ it had been long out of the 
Power of Medicines to cure him. He then paufed 
a little, and with great Serenity and Swcetnefs in 
his Countenance, tho’ the Pangs or Death were 
upon him, being raifed a little in his Chakr, repeated 

* v 

* This PafTage is illuflratcd in * very inflmfttve Manner hy 
Dr. Doddridge, in his Family Exjiojitor, and con'tains^t hc fi uh- 
fiancc of what Mr. Hervey faid, and to which he referred. 

thvrfc 
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thofc Words, Lord , now letttjl thou thy Servant de¬ 
part in Peace., according to thy rnojl holy and <emfort\ 
able JVord, for mine Eyes have feen thy precious* M |f 
vation.' “ Here, Doctor, is my Cordial: What are 
“ all the Cordials given to fupport the Dying, in 

Comparifon of that, which arifes from the Pro- 
“ mifes of Salvation by Chrift ? “ This, thift'fup- 
“ ports me. About Three o’Clock he fyi 
“ great Conflict is over.—Now all is done. , *?$nAi f - 
tcr which he fcarce fpoke any other Words irtteffi^ 
gibly, except now and then, precious Salvation. 

During the Lift Hour he laid nothing, but leaned 
bis Head againft the Side of an eafy Chair, and 
without a Sigh, Groan, Struggle, or the leaft Emo- 
tioS in the World, he (hut his Eyes, and died be¬ 
tween four and five in the Afternoon, on Chrijlmas 

Day 1758, in the Forty-fifth Year of his Age- 

God grant that we may all live the Life, and die 
the Death of the righteous —-and that our laft End 
may be like his. 

When his Body was conveyed to Church, it was 
covered by his exprefs Defire with the Poor’s Pall, 
and he was buried under the Middle of the Com-' 
mtmion-Table in the Chancel of IVeJlan-Favell 
Church, on Friday , December 28, in the Prefence 
cf a numerous Congregation, full of Regret for the 
Lofs of fo excellent a Paftor. His Funeral was in¬ 
deed a rfioft awful and very aft’ccling Sight.—Mr. 
AJaJcftni, his Curate, who buried him, was himfclf 
in Tears.—Some were wringing their Hands, others 
fobbing, mai^y were filcntly weeping, but all were 
inwardly and ifincerely grieved, as their Locks fuf- 
ficiently teilined—and his Attendants then hore a 
vifible Witnefs that he had not been altogether un- 
ferviceab ! e in his Generation.—The Poor thank¬ 
fully acknowledged it; and, as they looked into his 
Grave, feemed to fay, within themfclves, “ There 
M u^vthe Man *, whofe unwearied Kindneft was 
■* * See the Meditulions on the Tombs, Vol. I. Page 65. 

Vox.. I. a 6 “ the 
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** the conftant Relief of my various Diftrefles, who 
“ tenderly vifited my languishing Bed, and readily 
“ Supplied my indigent Circumitances.”—Others, 
once ignorant and ungodly, looked at his Grave, 
and fcemed by their exprcffive Sighs to fay, “ Here 
“ are the laft Remains of that fincere Friend, who" 
“ watched for my Soul.—I tremble to think into ’ 
4 ‘ what irretrievable Ruin I might quickly have been 
“ plunged, had not his faithful Admonitions and - 
“ repeated Exhortations, arrefted me in the wild 
“ Career. I was then unacquainted with the Gofpel 
“ of Peace, but now enlightened by his Inftruc- 
“ tions, I fee the All-fufficiency of my Saviour.^ 
“ His Difcourfes are ftill warm on my Heart, jjrU 
“ I truft will be more and more operative on? my 

Life.” '• 

It may truly be faid of him that few Lives have 
ever have been more heavenly:—Few Deaths 
Jtave ever been more triumphant.—He died in the 
Lord, and is now at Reft; where even the Wicked 
jCeafe from troubling; his Name is recorded in the 
Annuls of Eternity, and the Honours conferred on 
him by Chtift will for ever continue blooming and 
incorruptible in the World of Glory. 

His Charafter, both in his publick and private 
Capacity, was of the moft exemplary Kind. 

As a Minifter, he performed all the Duties of that 
Office with thegreateft Stridtnefs. in the Pulpit he 
was carntll and fervent, and fuewed that he 'flit the 
Efficacy of what he preached. Nor did he think it 
Sufficient to preach on Sundays only*, but fet up a 
Weekly Lecture at Seven every H\dncf<Uiy Even¬ 
ing*, at Jl'r/lon-FavJl Church, wlfcch was very 
well attended. His Zeal for the Performance of his 

'* This I.cflurc u-ns held once every Week, HaykTime, and 
ITarveft onlv excepted; and then, that it might not interfeic 
with ihe Wink of the labouring People. The C hinch h< 
illuminated, during (lie Winter Suafon, om of his owiftjnicket', 
r>,x clmling so put ihc Purifli to any additional Expciicc.-^ee 
Vol.II. Page 8b. 

Duty'. 
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Duty was, however, for feme Time before he died* 
much interrupted by the ill State of his Health; 
Vhich would not permit him perfonally to take due 
Care even of the Parifh of Wejlon, wfoere he refided. 
«—A Circumftance that gave him inexpreffible 
(Joncern.——The laft two or three Years of his 
Life he could fcarcc do any thing more than preach 
once on a Sunday , when People from many Miles 
around flocked to hear him. His IVedntfday Even¬ 
ing Lefture at Severn he difeontinued for the laft 
Year. He had not been* able for fome Time to 
preach at Collingtree , or to vifit his Parilhioners at 

S own Houfes, as his Cuftom had been} but he 
iraged them to come to him, and to converfe 
upon the Subjects relating to their eternal In- 
5 , and on fuch Occaftons he would fpeak with 
a Force and Propriety peculiar to himfelf. He 
would frequently lament his Inability to ferve his 
People, comparing himfelf to a bleeding difabled 
Soldier, and only notJlain. 

He always preached without Notes, except on fome 
very particular Occafions; but his Difcourfe was 
judicious, clear, and free from Tautology. His 
Wcaknefs rendering him for fevera! Months before 
his Death incapable of fpeaking to his Congregation 
as ufual, he fhortened his Dilcourfes, and took a 
moft ufeful Method of inculcating his Inftru&ions ; 
for^-o^er he had explained his Text, and divided his 
Sermotrlnto two general Heads (rarely into more, 
and never exceeding three) he would add a few Par- 
ticidnrs, that his Matter might be better retained in 
the Memory. * And at the Conclufion of each Head 

* Mr. Hrrvey never had any Preferment given him; nor 
ever follicitcd for any; but continued a Curate till his Father’s 
Death in May 175s; when he took Po!TefTioit of the two Fa¬ 
mily Livings, which (being wiihin five meafured Miles of each" 
oih«A. Mr. llervey and his Curare ufed to attend alternately, 
hiy.tl Health Confined him entirely to Vt'ejm-Favell*^ 
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he would enforce what he had faid, by a pertinent 
Text of Scripture, defiring his Congregation (which 
was generally very numerous) to turn to their Bi¬ 
bles, and double down that Text. “ Now, added 
“ he, my dear Brethren, if you forget my Sermon ?if 
“ you cannot forget God’s Word in this Text. 
“ unlefs you wilfully throw your Bibles afide. Shew 
“ thefe to your Children, or the abfent Part of 
“ your Family when you return home.” Then he 
gave a ftriking Exhortation, and at the End of it 
another Text for them to double down, fo that they 
had always three Texts; in order to their finding 
of which, he paufed in the Pulpit two or three Mi-, 
nutes. This Method was attended with anot ,krt 
good Effcft:—It obliged the Generality of his Hear¬ 
ers to bring their Bibles, for thofe who were with¬ 
out a Bible loft the Benefit of the Texts, and were 
unemployed, while the Majority who had one were 
bufy in looking for the.Paflages referred to in his 
Sermon. 

He endeavoured as much as poflible to diveft 
himfclf in his publiek Difcourfes of his ufual Ele¬ 
gancy of Style, and to adapt his Language to the 
loweft Capacity. In this he followed the Example 
of Luther, who in his Table-talk fays, “ If in my 
“ preaching I were to pay a Regard to Philip Mt~ 
“ /an,'thou and ether learned Divines, then 1 fliould 
“ do little Good. I preach in the plaineft M^’vjer 
“ to the Illiterate, and that gives Content ''to all. 
“ lJebrn c, Greek, and Latin , I fpare till we learned 
“ ones come together.” Mr. Have* thought per- 
fpicuous Language and evangelical Dottrine of much 
more Importance to his Parifhioners, than elaborate, 
or ornamented Difcourfes ; though few Men living, 
perhaps, were more capable of fatisfying a polite or 
learned Audience. 

His Method of catechifing Children in Church, 
and of fpeaking to them in private, was en¬ 
gaging and uieful. He would put little Qutftion; 

to 
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to them after they had repeated the Words of the 
Catechifm ; as for Tnftance, “ Well, my little Maid, 
Let me hear if you undcrftand what you faid ? 
* If you do underftand the Meaning of theft Words, 
“ you will then be able to anfwer the Queftions 1 
V lhall put to you He would at thefe Times 
4 uk not only fuch Qtteftions as were fuitable to the 
Words of the Catechifm ; but alfo fuch as would 
ftrike at the capital Vices of his Parilhioners, yet 
without giving t perfonal Offence, 

He did not forget that he was a Minifter in his 
Houfe, for he worshipped God with his Family twice, 
a Day. He fupped at Eight every Night, and at. 
Nine he expounded a Text of Scripture for about a 
Qbjirtcr of an Hour, and feldom longer, except 

* See forr.e farther Account of his Manner of Catechifing, in 
one of his Letters, Page 231 of this Volume. 

t Some of his Parilhioners having lain in Bed on a Sunday 
Morning longer than lie approved—and others having beet* 
bufv in foddering their Cattle when he was coming to Church, 
and fevcral having frequented the Alehonfe, he thus catechifed 
one of the Children before the Congregation! 

Repeat me the fourth Commandment—Now, little Man, da 
you understand the Meaning of this Commandment?—Yes, 
Sir.—Then, if you do, you will be able to anfwer me thefe 
Quefiions.—Do thofc keep holy the Sabbath-Day, who lie in 
Bed till Eight or Nine o’Clark in the Morning, indead of 
riling to fay their Prayers and read the Bible? No, Sir!—Da 
thofc keep the Sabbath who fodder their Cattle, when other 
People are going to Church? No, Sir!—Does God Almighty* 
bhlsfb^i People as go to Alchoufes, and don’t mind the In- 
flruetions of their Mtniller ? No, Sir !—Don’t thofe who love 
God read the Bible to their Families, particularly on Sunday 
Evenings, and |ave every Day Family Prayers both Morning 
and Evening in \heir Houfes? Yes, Sir!—A great Variety el 
fuch pertinent and familiar Quedions he would frequently ajk 
i;i the mod engaging Manner, on every Part of the Catechifm, 
a, lie thought mod conducive to the Improvement and Refor¬ 
mation of his Parilh: And he defir’d Parents, and School* 
mailers to ufe the Chunk Catechifm brokt intaljkort Queftions in 
teaching youpg Children; aj prevents their faying it by 
Rote, xud imprints the Scrtfi of it deep in their Miadi. 

a 3 when 
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when fome Friend was prcfent, to whom he thought 
bis Oifcourfe might be ufcful, or when particularly 
requefted to enlarge.——After this, he concluded 
with Prayer. ' 

He breakfafted at Nine, and about Eight he called 
his Family together and required each of his Ser-, 
vants to repeat by Heart the Text which he had ex’-., 
plained the preceding Evening ; and then he would 
recapitulate nis Expofition ; by which Method, both 
his Text and Commentary were imprinted on their 
Memories : After this he had Prayers. 

In the Afternoon, when he was called down to 
Tea, he ufed to bring his Hebrew Bible, or Greek 
Teflamcnt with him, and would fpcak (as he was 
ever lludious how he might promote the Glory -tef 
God, and improve Time) either upon one or m'ire 
Verles, as Occaiion offered, in the moft: inftruflive 
and entertaining Manner imaginable. And in the 
Summer Seafon he would now and then drink Tea, 
when his Health would permit him, with fome of 
his moft ferious Pariftiioners; and then five or fix of 
the Neighbours were invited, and Mr. Hcrvey s 
Converfation was remarkably affecting, as he had a 
happy Talent at fpiritualiaing almoft every Incident; 
and was naturally of a moft obliging, and chearful 
Difpofnion. He was a Member of the Aflembly 
for Cbriflian Improvement , fo long as he was able to 
ride timber; the !Tan of which is mentioned bv Mr. 
Heel', v in the XXXIVth Letter of this firft Volj'w.e', 
Page 149. — It was ellablifiled in his Neighbour¬ 
hood on fitly the 7th, 1747 :—and as the Rules and 
Orders mav probably be the Means of promoting 
other Aflemblies of the like Kind in different Parts 
of the Kingdcr% they are here publifhed by parti¬ 
cular Defire •, prefuming that the Reader will excul’e 
this Interruption of the Narrative. 


RUKS 
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RULES and ORDERS of the 
Aflembly for Christian Improvement. 


pod is greatly to be feared in the jfjfemblits of his 
Saints ; and to be had in Reverence by ail that art 
round about Him. Philm lxxxix. 7. 


I. 

HP HAT this Aflembly confift of no more than ten 
or twelve at the utmolt, kit an increaied Num¬ 
ber fhould produce Confuiion or Difleniions; and 
mat each Member, in order to prevent any arbiter 
Reflections from the inconiiderate, or V icious, be 
cautious of mentioning to any others that he belongs 

to fuch * an Aflembly.-And that each Member 

before be lets out, and on his Return, ilv.nl ule either 
the forms of Prayer, which aie lpecihed in the 
Minutes, (and particularly adapted to this Occu-r 
Jion) or otners to the fame Purport, 


II. 

That no one fhall be admitted a Member, who 
has not been propofed by the Chairman at the pre¬ 
ceding Aflembly :—•—Or who fhall be difapproved 
of by any two Members on a Ballot, which (hall 
be taken on fuch Occaflons, how unanimous 
foeverthe Members may feem to be beforehand. 


* A? this Aflembly met at different Inns, publtck Prayer 
svoul.1 have alarmed the Attendants, and caufed grofs Mifre- 
prefentations —Befides the real Defign of this Meeting was 
Known only to a few; and the Injunftions of Secrefy wa» 
riven to each Member, in order to avoid the Appearance 01 
religious Oftemation, and in Compliance with the Apoflle’s 
Precaution, viz. Let not your Good be evil fpoken of, Rem 
)iiv. 16. ‘ 


III, 


a 4 
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That the Members fliall be regiftered alphabetic 
tally in the Minutes of the Afiembly’s E’roceed- 
ings, tod that the Chairman of the Day be appoint- 
ed regularly, according to that Lift; fo that no Mif- 
anderftanding may arife about Precedence; and tha" 
a Treafurer be ele&ed annually, the firft Tucfday in 
January. 

IV, 

That the Afiembly meet on the firft Tucfday in 
every Month during the Summer Seafon, punctu¬ 
ally at Twelve o’Clock; and on the Moon-light 
Tuefday, during the Winter Seafon, exactly at Ten, 
at fuch Inn as fliall from Time to Time be agreed 
on by the Majority; and that Dinner be ready pee- 
clfely at Two in the Summer, and One in the 
Winter. 

V. 

That as foon as the Afiembly i9 met, the Names 
of the prefent Members fhall be entered in the Mi¬ 
nutes, and the Forfeits (if there be any due) dc- 

pofited in the Charity-Purfe.-After which the 

Chairman fhall enquire if the Prayers, as agreed 
upon by the Afiembly, and entered in their Mi¬ 
nutes, have been properly ufed by each Member 
at his own Home. Then he fhall in a fhort 
Charge, or Exhortation, remind his Afiociates of 
the Importance of fuch a Meeting, and enutpe.dtc 
the good EffeXs, which the fclcdcd Chapters, if 
rightly improved, may produce. 


The Chairman fhall then read the Chapter in the 
Qld Teftament in Eaglijb, and fhall paufe at the 
End of every Verfe, that any one who plcafes may 
make fuch inquiries and RefleXions, as may occa- 
fionally arife j but that no twst Perfons fpcak at a 
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time, and if two accidentally begin, the Chairman 
ihall direct which is to go on.-And that every 

t mber (hall, againft the next Meeting, fend to the 
airman whatever Obfervation of his on the 
apter of the Day, the Members then prefent had 
red to have entered in their Minutes: By 
^lich Method, many ufeful Obfervations may be 
preferved: And in Cafe any Verfe (hall not be 
cleared of its Difficulties to the Satisfaction of the 


prefent Members, the laid Verfe (hall be rc-con(i- 
dered at the next Meeting. 


VII. 

At Three o’Clock precifely, during the Summer 
Si a foil ( no more than an Hour being allowed for 
Din : ng) the Chairman (hall proceed in reading a 
Chapter in Greek out of the New Teftament, to be 
commented on in like Manner as that out of the 
Old. But in the Winter Seafon, when the Affem- 
hly meet at Ten, the Chapter both in the Old as 
well as the New Teftament, (hall be read before 
Dinner; and after Dinner no other Bufincfs than 
that fpecified in the ninth Article (hall be entered on: 


VJII. 


That the two Chapters to be confidered by the 
Aftembly at their next Meeting, be previoufly ap¬ 
pointed before the Adjournment of every Aftembly, 
chfc*£by the fucceeding Chairman, if prefent, or in 
cafe oKhis Abfence, by the Majority; of which 
Chapters the abfent Members (hall have timely No¬ 
tice fent themyn Writing. 


IX. 


That at every Meeting (as Time permits) each 
Member in an alphabetical Order, (hall be defired 
to give an Account of fome religious Author (which 
he has read in the preceding Month) in as concife 
and fuccindt a Manner as poffible. 


X. 
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X. 

That at every Meeting, half a Crown (hall be 
given by each Member for charitable Ufes; an 
that at the End of the Year the Money lhall be e? 
pended in cloathing or educating fuch poor Pcrfon^, 
or relieving fuch Incurables, as the Members i 
their alphabetical Order lhall recommend to the 
Affcmbly. 

XI. 

That every Member who is abfent, tho’ occa- 
fioned by the moil urgent Bufinefs, or even Indifpo - 
fttion (unlel’s fuch lndifpofition lhall continue longer 
than a Month) lhall pay Half a Crown towards the 
Charity-l’urfe, and One Shilling and Six-pence to¬ 
wards the Dinner in the fame Manner as if he had 
Ken prefent. 

XII. 

That the Aflembly break * up by Seven in the 
Summer, and by Four in the Winter, and that 
each Member on his Return home ufe the Form of 
Prayer which is Ipecilied in our Minutes, and 
peculiarly adapted to this Occafion; or fome other 
of a fimrlar Nature. 

We whofc Names arc underwritten, have this 
Day (being the Seventh Day of July 1747) fub- 
feribed our Afl’ent to thefe Rules and Orders, as 
Witnefs our Hands, 


* Some of the Members lived five or fix Miles from the 
place of Meeting, which was always at /’iiblick Houfes, 
and as near the Centre of each Member's Rcfideucc as could 
conveniently be contrived. 


The 
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The Form of Prayer compofed by Mr. Hervey , 
to be ufed by each Member before fetting out for 
\ the Assembly. 


CtLord, thou haji/aid, where two or three are gathered 
Cj fher in thy Name, there am l in the Midji of them . 
',-att. xviii. 20. 


‘ A Lmighty and immortal God, Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and through him, the God 
of all Mercies, vouchfafe, we befeech Thee, to 
look down upon us thy finful Servants, who are pre¬ 
paring to meet together in thy Name, and w’ith an 
humble Defire to build up one another in our rrioft 
holy Religion. Pardon all our Iniquities through 
tfv Blood of the everlafting Covenant, and make 
us and our Services accepted through the Beloved. 
O heavenly Father, unite us to one another by 
mutual Love, and to thy blelfcd Self by Faith un¬ 
feigned. Enlighten our Minds with the Knowledge 
of thy Truth, and fanftify our Hearts by the Power 
of thy Grace. Direct our Counfcls, and profper 
all our Endeavours, to the Glory of thy divine 
Majdty, and the Salvation of our own, and the 

Souls of others.-Grant this, moft gracious Go 1 , 

through the precious Death, and never-coaling I11- 
tercellion of Jefus Chrift our Loid. Amen ! 


The fecond Collett in Advent. 
t>Lefted Lord, who haft caufed all holy Scriptures 
tobs written for our Learning, grant that we 
may in fuch wife hear them, mark, learn, and in¬ 
wardly digeft them, that by Patience and Comfort of 
thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fall 
the bleffed Hope of everlafting Life, which thou 
haft given us in thy Son our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
Amen. 


Our Father, te'e. 

The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is'e. 


The 
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The Form of Prayer compofcd by Mr . flcrvcy, 
to be ufed by each Member when returned from 
the Assembly. 

Lardy thou hnjl faid, If two of you Jhall agree 
Earth, as touching any Thing that ye Jhall ajh, it Jhat‘ 
be done for them of my Father which is in Heaven. 
Malt, xviii. 19. 

O Lord God of our Salvation, thou Giver of 
ever}' good and perfect Gift, wc adore thy glo¬ 
rious Name and 1 teneficence, for the Redemption 
of our Souls by Jcfus C hr ill, and for all thy other 
unnumbered and undeferved Mercies. In a parti¬ 
cular Manner we praife thy unfpeakable Goodnefc, 
for the valuable Opportunity we have this Day en¬ 
joyed, of provoking one another to Love, and to 
good Works. Pity our Infirmities, moll merciful 
Father, and pardon whatever thou haft feen amifs 
in the Tenor of our Converfation, or in the Spirit 

of our Minds.-Sanctify, we humbly befeech 

Thee, thy holy Word, which we have heard. Com¬ 
mand it to fink deep into our Souls, and to be a 
lively and lading Principle of Godiinefs in our 
Hearts. Oh! let us, by every fuch Conference, 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift; that, through thy infi¬ 
nitely precious Favour, we may become ftedfaft in 
Faith, joyful through Hope, and rooted in Charity, 
and fo much the more, as we fee the Day approach¬ 
ing.-And, forafmuch as we are now feparated 

into a World, where Wickednefs abounds, preferve 
us, O God our Defence, from the 1 ’aft Infection, 
and from every Appearance of Evil. Infpire us 
with Wifdom, fo to order our Converfation, that 
we may give no juft Occafion of Offence in any 
Thing. ■Endue us with Holincfs, that we may adorn 
tbe Gtfjpel of God our Saviour in all Things ; and 
animate us with fuch a Ready and well-tempered 

Zeal, 
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Zeal, that neither the Slothfulnefs of our Nature, 
qor the Fear of the World, may withhold us from 
krfuing fuch Courfcs, as may be conducive to the 
Mtory of thy blefied Name, the Advancement of 
Cp Religion, and the Salvation of our immortal 

.'tiuls.-This, and whatfoever elfe is needful for 

•ks, and for carrying on the Work, which thou haft 
given us to do, we humbly beg, for the Sake of 
Jefus Chrift our only Mediator, and all-fulficient 
Redeemer. Amen. 

The Collettfor Afenfian-Day. 

p RANT, we befecch Thee, Almighty God, 
that like as we do believe thy only-begotten 
Son our Lord Jefus Chrift, to have aieended into 
the Heavens, fo we may alfo in Heart and Mind* 
thither afeend, and with him continually dwell, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee, and the Holy Gb oft, 
one God, World without End. 

Our Father, £sV. 

The Grace o^our Lord Jefus Chrift, ifc. 


In the Exercife of his Charity, Mr. Hervey chofe 
to cl oath the Poor rather than to give them Money ; 
and he would get fome judicious fterfon to buy Li- 

V * Chridians in general, efpeciallv the Members of Rcligi- 
fdScSoctetics, who are in earned defirous of aft ending to 
Heaven in Heart and Mind, would do well :o iiudv thoroughly 
a mod excellent little Rook lately publilhed, intitlcd, Some 
Regulations and Helps propojld for promoting religious C.mverja- 
tion among Citrijlypns: By the Rev Mr. ll'a/lrr of Trwo- ’ Ijs 
much to be wilhcd that this little Piece was well weighed, and 
tuore generally known—’ I’is Sold bv DWy in the Poultry, 
Puce Two-pence, 01 tsvelvt Shillings per Hundred. 

The eminent Dr. Lucas s hjluer.t" of Cmze'fation, with the 
Regulation thereof (Price ?<■'. is likewift: a mod valuable 
little Piece, and was his excclle.it Advice properly ohferved, 
our C oitvcrfation would then be as becomes the Servants of 
Cbtifl, aud’the Candidates fat Stcici'v. 

nen, 
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nen, coarfe Cloth, Stockings, Shoes, He. for them 
*t the beft Hand ; alledging, that the Poor could 
not purchafe on fuch good Terms what they wanted 
at the little Shops, and with fmall Sums of Monty. 
“ I am, faid he, God’s Steward for the Poor ; aud 
“ I niuft hujband the little Pittance I have to beftow 
“ upon them, and make it go as far, as pofliblc.” 
But when Money would be really fcrviceable to a 
Family, as to a prudent Houfekceper, diftrefl'ed by 
Sicknefs or Misfortunes, he would give five, or 
more. Guineas at a l ime; taking Care that it 
fhould not be known whence the Money came. 
Pope's Compliment to Mr. Allen ot Bath , might bc 
juftly applied to him, who would 

Do good by Stealth , and llujb to find it Fame. 

He was particularly defirous of getting the Ad¬ 
vice of a Phyftcian (or at leaft of fome judicious 
'Apothecary) for the lick Poor; and was ever ready 
to procure them the very beft Medicines.— A molt 
beneficial oort of Charity to Mankind; and in 
which it were to be wilhed, he had many Imitators,' 
—He would frequently petition fuch Phyficinns of 
his Acquaintance in different Parts of the Kingdom, 
as fie apprehended thus charitably difpofed, to give 
lj|jcTr Advice occafionally, when they rode through 
a$$own, to fuch poor Creatures, as the Clergyman 
HV the Place, or fome fubftantial Inhabitant, ifeoul’d 
jrfeommend, as real Objects of Companion.—Mr. 
He, vry would then with great Pleaiiire, and with as 
much Gratitude to the Phyfician, p if done to 
himfelf, defray the Expence of wl.at Medicines 
Were wanted. He greatly difapproved indeed of the 
Clergy’s attempting to give Medicines to their Pa- 
rifllioncrs; as he judicioufly inferred that, it was 
impofliblc fo&lbem to do it with the requifite Judg¬ 
ment. “ Letmv Brethren, he would fay, give them 
** Wine, Bread, or Beer, and get good Spoon-Meats 
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** made for them; but Medicines are of too im- 
«• portant a Nature to be given indifcreetly.” He 

S rved, that by his own Method the ftck Poor had 
very bell Medicines, as the Phyfician faw them 
felf, and bought them very cheap, becaufe the 
Apothecary knowing they were for charitable Ufes, 
charged the Phyfician for them no more than* 
prime Coft, with fome little Allowance merely for 
his Trouble in compounding them ; and as the Phy¬ 
fician knew what Difcafes were curable, there was 
no Waite of Medicines in fruitlefs Attempts to 
cure Cafes, which, though actually incurable, Per- 
fons of lei’s Judgment could not pronounce to be fo. 

* He gave away a great Number of good Books, 
with fuitable Inllrudtions for their Ufe ; and efpeci- 
ally Bibles. In the blank Leaf he frequently wrote 
fomething capable of making an Imprcflion, or elfe 
ftuck in a printed Paper relating to the Promifes of 
God, in and through Jefus Chrift, or to Creation, 
Prefervation, and Redemption. 

All the future Profits of his Works, he has left 
to fome of the charitable Ufes above fpecified, ex¬ 
cept his Meditations ; the Copy of which he had fold, 
after it had palled thro’ feveral Editions ; which 
Sale of the Copy, and the Profits of the former Im- 
prefiions, amounted to about feven hundred Pounds - t 
all of which he gave away in Charity. He faid, 
tNatJt was devoted to God, and that he would on 
no Account apply it to worldly Ufes ; that he wrote 
not for Profit or Fame, but to ferve the Caufe of 
God ; and as Providence had Welled his Attempt, 
he thought hir^felf bound to relieve the Dill relies of 
his Fellow-Creatures with it. 

* Whenever he follicitcd the Affillat'ce of Apothecaries on 
thefe charitable Occafions, he defired the Favqur of them to 
rriinquilh their ufual Profits; ptomiling on that Condition, to 
repay what they niijjht be out of Pocket. 

lit 
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In any Expence relating to him Arif, he was ex¬ 
tremely frugal, that he might be liberal to others j 
and it was aJ ways his Dcfue to die juft even with 
the World, “ I will be ray own Executor, (aid hfi.” 
An&as he died on Chrijhtuu Day, his Fund expired 
almoft with his Life. What little remained, he cle¬ 
ft red might be given in warm Cloathing to the Poor 
in that levere Seafon. 

He was indeed too negligent of his Drefs, which, 
though it could nothin the lea ft lefien the Refptct 
paid to him in his own Parifh and Neighbourhood, 
where he was A> well known, yet he wouM un- 
queftionably have avoided it, if he had lived in a 
more publick Scene, where the. Decency and Pro¬ 
priety of Appearance are of much greater Import¬ 
ance. 

In Learning he was inferior to few. Greek was 
almoft as familiar to him as his native Language. 
He was a great Maftcr of the Clafikks; and in the 
younger Part of his Life had written fome Copies of 
Vcrfes, which (hewed no contemptible Genius for 
Poetry. lie had a critical Knowledge of the He¬ 
brew Tongue, and delighted in it. 

With refpedt to his private Character, he was 
never known to be in a Paffion. He lived as in 
Heaven. No worldly Concerns (tho’ he fometimes 
met with very trying ones) ever '.tfteiled him. His 
Humility rendered him invulnerable. — Wheip- he 
was mifreprefented- and calumniated, he woulo Csy, 
“ Our Enemies are fometimes our belt Friends, 
and tell us Truths; and then we lltould amend 
u our Faults, and be thankful for fufh Information : 
“ And if what they fay be not true, and only fpoke 
“ through Malice, then fuch Perfons are tobecon- 
“ fidertd as difeafed in their Minds, and that he 
“ would pray for them. 'They are to be pitied, 
fays he, and I might as juftlv be angry with a 
Man, who is difealedin his Body.” 
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t All this he (poke with Humility, 1 ^rioufnefs, and 
Sweetnefs; for it was the Language, of his Heart, 
and not of A deflation. In his ordinary Tranfac- 
tions with otliers, he was ever chearful, punflual, 
jift, and candid to Perfons of every Denomination. 

“ He frequently wrote religious Letters to his Ac¬ 
quaintance according to their-different Circum- 
ftances, in the moft amiable and convincing Man¬ 
ner i and he fcemed to make it almoft an invariable 
Rule, not to^write a Letter on any Occafton, with¬ 
out at lea'll one pious^entence * in it; and that not 
introduced in a forced and aukward Manner, but 
interwoven fo as to appear naturally to arife from 
the Subjcft: Of this Kind fome Specimens may be 
feen in the Note at the Bottom of the Page +■ 

Of the Compliments publickly paid to his Piety 
and Genius, it will be fufficient to infert a Para- 

* Kalla Dies fine Lined—Nulla Epifiola fine Chrifio, were Mr. 
Hervey’s Maxims. 

+ Thefe Specimens are taken from hafty Meflage Cards, or 
Billets, to fome of his intimate Friends; 

“ When I fee my "ilear Friend, we will talk about the 
“ Contents of his lad: My Money is Chrift’s, and 1 only 
“ delire that he will give me Benevolence to difpofe of it 
“ willingly; Difcretion to bellow it prudently. I hope you 
“ have quite recovered, and adapted the Pfalinill’i Refoiu- 
“ lion, Pfialm cxvi. 8, 9. What do you think is the Mean- 
ing of that remarkable Exprctfion, / will walk before the 
*'-Lordf n 

In another little Billet to a Pcrfon about retiring from BuC- 
nefs, he writes, 

Thanks for. your Witfius de Occonomia Fxderum. The 
“ Time, I hope, is coming, when you will have Lei lure to 
“ read, a Heart to relilh, arid a Tongue to difplay fuch pre- 
“ cious DoQrincs.” 


In another he writes, 

“ Let us all remember, my deS*>Friend, that Time is upon 
" the Wing;—Eternity is at our Door; therefore what we 
“ do for our bleffcd Mailer, we mull do quickly.” 

Yol. I. b graph. 


f 
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graph from the Northampton Mercury *, which mfjr • 
be ieen at the Bottom of the Page; and the follow¬ 
ing Eulogium extracted from a Writer f eminent 
for loth thele Qualities. 

-Thou Hervey , too, 

Whofe Page and Soul alike breathe humbleft Love • 

To thy ador’d Redeemer: Thou haft ftiewn 

That t'iety and polifh’d Elegance 

May well together fuit: And while Remains 

Or Piety, or Elegance, thy Works, 

Like genuine Gold, the Touchjlone will abide. 

And grateful to thy Countrymen remain ! 

Oh! may I to my lowly Strains derive 
Some Merit from the Friendfhip of thy Name ; 
Strains, whofe exalted SubjetS fills thy Heart 
So conftant with Delight; and from thy Tongue 
In Converse pours fuch Streams of Eloquence, 
That the wrapt Hearer wonders at his Fears 
Of Death ere while, and glowing with the Love 
Of Jeftt, caught from Thee, longs to behold 
His Saviour in the Clouds : For who can ftand 

* On Chrijimas Day in the Afternoon died, in the 45th 
Year of his Age, the Rev. Mr. James Hervev, Reft or of 
M'rJton-FavcU, near Northampton , and Author of the Meditations 
on the Tombs, Flower-Garden, &c.—He was one of the mod 
eminent Indanccs of the Power of Chriflianity upon the 
Human Mind.—In his minifirrial Province he was pious, fer- 
vent, and indefatigable.—In his ordinary Connections with the 
Community, he was ever chearful, confcientioufiv pundual in 
■ 1 ! his Dealings, and amiably candid to Perfons of every Deno¬ 
mination.—To lus Charities he f«t no Bounds, fcarcely leav¬ 
ing himfelf the mere Requifites of his Station.—Under tht 
feverclt Trials of Infirmity for feveral Years he difplayed the 
highrd Example of Fortitude, Serenity, Patience, and an en¬ 
tire Kcfienation to the Divine Will. — His Writings mofl 
abundantly evidence hisLearning and Ingenuity.—But, Reader, 
it is not the Acqttilitions qf his Underdanding, but the Im¬ 
provements of his Heart, and his Confidence in the great 
Redeemer, which will now avail this mod excellent Man. 

f See the Rev. Mr. Dodd's Poem on the Epiphany, Price 
l«. 6 d, “ 

Amidft 
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lAmidft the Sweetnefs of Arabian Groves, 

And not bear thence fome Fragrance? — Valu’d 
Friend, 

Proceed : And (thy too feeble Strength renew’d) 
.May to hoar Age thy Journey be prolong’d. 

Ana ftrew’d each Step with Blefiings to Mankind! 

To the Inftances of his Charity fpecified in fome 
of the foregoing Pages, we may properly add an 
Incident,»which, how trifling foevcr in itfelf, yet af¬ 
fords a very ftrong Proof, not only of the Benevo¬ 
lence of his Heart, but of his Regard to practical 
Religion, and to the doing of every good Work 
within his Power. 

A Day or two before his Death, when he was 
reduced to fuch extreme Weaknefs as to be unable 
to read, and could with Difficulty fpeak, a little 
Account being fettled with him by a Friend, on the 
Balance of which he received eighteen Shillings j 
looking on the Money with great indifference, he 
exprcffcd himfelf to this Eft'eiit:—“ I would gladly 
“ difpofe of this fmall Sum, in fuch Manner as may 
“ do the moft Good: It is the only Adi which I 
“ now am, and probably the lafl that I fhall be, 
“ able to perform. Give yourfelf the Trouble of 
“ looking amongft thofe Books, and you will find 

Mr. Richards' s * Pamphlet; at the latter End 
‘ of which are, I remember, fome Hints concern- 
“ ing the Means of promoting Religion in ourfelves 
“ or others, which, (even with fome Additions and 
“ Improvements which you might eafily make) 

* This Pamphlet (wrote hy the Rev. Mr. Richards of 
Northampton, and formerly of Trinity College, Oxford) is intitled. 
Hints for religious Conversation, with the ajjhcled m Mind, Body, 
end E/late, and with fuch others as Jland in Need of Spiritual 
Affiance ; efpecially at the Times when they are confined hy Sich- 
nrjs .—Second Edition, Price 6 d. or Two Guineas per Hun¬ 
dred.—Sold by Rivington, 

b 2 “ will 
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“ will not fill more than a Sheet * of Paper} and, 
“ if duck upl>r framed, might be particularly ufe- 
“ ful in that Form.—Let then fuch a Number of 
“ them be printed and given away, as this Money 
“ will admit of.”—His Orders were properly exp- 
ented—and the Evidences of fuch an angelick Tem¬ 
per we re equally Matter of Edification and Comfort 
to his Friend, as this charitable Legacy, if we may 
to call it, will be to «//, who receive, and rightly 
life it. 

This Incident, it is to be hoped, will !<e candidly 
confidered by thofe who draw fuch Inferences, from 
his favourite Doctrine and flrong Exprelfions of the 
all-fufficicnt Righteoufiicfs of Chrift, as his whole 
Life did in the mod exemplary Manner confute. 
No.Man had ever a greater Difregard for Money ; 
which he efteemed unworthy of his Notice on any 
other Account, than as it furnifhed him with the 
Means of doing Good. Surely we may here bor¬ 
row the Sentiment and Expreflion f of our cele¬ 
brated Poet, and juftly conclude, that 

“ He felt his ruling Paffion flrong in Death.” 

Yet notwithflanding all thefe irrefragable Proofs 
that Mr. llcrvey' s Opinions (even fuppofing fome 
of them in their remote Confcquences were not al¬ 
together dcfenliblc) had no pernicious Influence o;. 
fo excellent a Mind, it is but Juftice to add, that'he 
gtjards againft the Abufes t of the Antinomians y 
though he has too frequently been himfclf branded 
with that odious Name.——Nay fo^ne of his Ene¬ 
mies (for ftrange as it is, even Mr. Hcrvey himfelf, 
the mod inoftenfive of Men, had Enemies) have not 
fcrupled to afl’ert, that “ his Tenets sucre dijhonour- 

* The Hints, £?<-. which were primed in the Angle Sheet of 
Taper, arcfnbjoined to this Account of Mr. Hervey's Life, 
t Piipt's Epiftle to Lord Csbkan. J See Vol, II. Pag. 135. 

“ abl( 
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^ able to God, fubverfrve of all Gofpel Holinrfs, dc- 
“ JlruSiive even of common Morality, and very iriju- 
“ rious to Society itfelf, by making Men melancholy , and 
“ regardlefs of Bujinefs." 

^'Thefe were the very Words of an abufive and 
anonymous Letter fent to him by the Port; on 
*whicn, that meek and moil excellent Man obferved 
to an intimate Friend, with all his ufual Mildnefs, 
“ Indeed this Gentleman may be faid I think to 
“ write at Random—Surely he has never read my 
“ Workw If I knew where to direct to him, I 
“ Ihould defire him to turn to what I have advanced 
“ Page 124, in the fecond Volume of my Medita- 
“ tions *, and fuch a Reply I would hope might 
“ convince him of his Miftake,” 

It 

* Some I believe are apt to imagine, that they mud ir- 
nounce Society, if they devote themfelves to Chrill: and 
abandon all the Satisfaction of this World, if they once In ¬ 
come zealous Candidates for the Felicity of another. — lint 
this is a very miftaken Notion, or elfe a very injurious Rcpre- 
fentation of the Doctrine, which is according to Godlincfs. 
It was never intended to drive Men into Dclarts, but to lead 
them through the peaceful and pleafant Paths of Wifdom, into 
the blifsful Regions of lyife eternal. It was never intended 
to flrikeoff the Wheels of Bufinefs, or cut in funder the Sinews 
of Indujlry, but rather to make Men indultrious fiom a Prin¬ 
ciple of Confcicnct, not from the Iuftigations of Avarua that 
Vhey may promote their immortal Happinefs, even while they 
provide for their temporal Maintenance.—It has no Defign to 
extirpate our Paffions, but only to reftrain their Irregularities ; 
neither would it damp the Delights of Senfc, but prevent 
them from evaporating into Vanity, and fubliding into Gall. 
A Perfon may b| chearful amongft his Friends, yet joyful in 
God.—He may tafte the Sweets of his earthly Eftate, and at 
the fame Time cherilh his Hopes of a nobler Inheritance in 
Heaven. 

The Trader may profecute the Demands of Commerce, 
without negltfling to ncgociate the Afl'airs of his Salvation:— 
The Warrior may wear his Sword ; may diaw, in a juft Caufe, 
that murderous Weapon; and yet be a good Soldier of Jefus 
Chrift, and obtain the Crown that fadeth not away. — The 
b 3 Parent 
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It muft be confeffed, that many of Mr. Hervey'i 
befl Friends, and fome of them too of the Calvinijitc 
Pcrfuafion, acknowledge, that Mr. Hervey has, in 
fome Inftances, carried thofe Tenets fo far, that 
Confequences difad vantageous to Religion might be 
deduced from them:—Confequences, which he him- 
felf, inftead of a Renting to, would have ffartled at 
and reje&cd with Abhorrence: For whatever Vein 
of Calvinifm runs through his Writings, yet the 
weaknefs of the Obligations to Purity and Holincfs 
of Life, was the fartheft imaginable from.nis View. 
And when Pcrfons of Judgment have pointed out 
to him fome Expreflions as were liable to be mifun- 
derftood in that rcfpedf, he always difavowed any 
fuch Meaning, and affirmed, that the Fault was not 
in the evangelical Do&rines fo much infilled on by 
him, but in the Mifapprehenfion, Ignorance or In¬ 
attention of thofe, who abufed them to Licentiouf- 

nefs.-He would then add, He was ready to alter 

or retract any Sentiment or Expreffion which he 
apprehended to be really objectionable ; but that to 
make Things equally clear to every one's Apprehen- 
f»on, or to have the fame EffeCt upon everyone’s 
Mind, was an impracticable Attempt; — that he 
profefled himfclf a moderate * Calvinifl , and that 
fconfequently the Arm'inians would not relifh fome 
Things he had advanced, though what he wrote was 
exactly (as he thought) conformable to the Church 
Articles, which he faid were Calviniflica! ; yet he 
hoped they would not rejedt the Whole of his Writ¬ 
ings, becaufe they could not in every Point concur 

4 

Parent may lav up a competent Portion for his Children, and 
not forfeit his Title to the Treafures either of Grace orGlory. 
So far is Chriftianity from obftru&ing any valuable Interefts, 
or withholding any real Plcafure, that it evidently advances 
the one, and improves the other. 

See Meditations on the Tombs, Vol. IT. Page 124. 

• Sec bis own Words, Vol. II. Page 75. 


with 
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.with him; and that they might in general be ufeful, 
Hiow much foever fome of his particular Opinions 
might be doubted or cenfured. 

A very candid and eminent Phyfician, who knew 
Mr. Hervey well, has thus delivered his Sentiments 
Sn a Letter, written foon after Mr. Hervey' s De- 
ceafe, to another Phyfician, who was their common 
"'Friend. 

‘VHe was one of the beft Men that has exifted 
“ for a Century: But I apprehend, though I am 
,e not a ^ompetent Judge of theological Niceties, 
“ and tne perplexing Diflinctions in this Age of 
“ Difputes, that he carried his Calvinijlical Princi- 
“ pies too far.—However, it is not the Head but 
“ the Heart, which will avail us at the grand Tri- 
“ bunal.—I do not mean, that Mr. Hervey was dc- 
“ ficient in Point of Underftanding;—that be far 
“ from me: But I think our various Sentiments in 
“ fpeculative Points (how important foever fome 
“ Men may take them to be) are really all mere 
“ Bagatelles ; and I have long obferved, that Dif- 
“ putes about thefe Things and the Practice of Re- 
“ ligion feldom go together.—I think, that Men of 
“ the moft exalted Senfe, Learning and Penetra- 
“ tion, fuch as Bacon, Lode, and Newton, were 
“ very cheap in the Eftimation of Angels.—The 
“ faft is this:—Underftanding, like Wealth, is the 
“ Gift of God:—’Tis not the Acquifition, but the 
“ Improvement*, that, through Chrift,will ftand us 
“ in any Stead hereafter.—Now according to our 
** bleflea Lord’s own Account of the grand Affize 
“ (peculiarly fet forth by St. Matthew, in the xxvth 
“ Chapter of his Gofpel, beginning at the 31ft 
“ Vcrfe) no Man, agreeably to human Judgment, 
“ will ftand a better Chance at that awful bolem- 
“ nity, than our late worthy Ecclefiaftick:—Who, 


* See the Parable of the Talents, Match, xxv. 

b 4 “by 
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“ by the bye, fufpe&ed me perhaps for a Socinian & 
“ but I can afTure you, ’tis not the Faith, which I 
“ have adopted:—Whatever Hints in Scripture 
“ there may he of the Inferiority’ of the Son to the 
“ Father, I think the whole Tenor of the facred 
“ Writing*, raife the Mefliah far above the reputed 
“ Opinions and Sentiments * of Socinns.” 

The Rcafons for publifhing the prefent Collec¬ 
tion of Mr. Hcrvey' s Letters , were the ftrong Soli¬ 
citation of thofe, who knew and valued the. Author 
and his Writings ; a Dcfign of contributing to the 
Interefls of Religion, which was the great Scope of 
all his Labours; and a Perfuafion, that the Life of 
fo exemplary, fo feraphick a Man, prefixed to fuch a 
Collection, would give a peculiar Satisfaction to 
every intelligent and good Mind;—efpecially as to 
be thus introduced into Mr. Hervey’ s Company, to 
view him amidft the tender Occurrences of familiar 
Life, and to partake of the entertaining and inftruc- 
tive Intcrcourfes of his Friendfhip t> may poffibly be 

the 

* An Account of the Sentiments of Sorinut, may be fecn in 
? Note, Vo!. II. Page sxo. 

t As the following Letter to the Editor is fo truly charafle- 
riflical of Mr. Hervey, ’tis to be hoped that it will not be 
al together .unac ceptable to the Headers of his Life.—When 
Wttteis like hint, of diflinguiihed Superiority, have gained 
our Admiration and Applaufc, we are fond of penetrating 
into their more retired Apartments, and aflbciaiing with 
them in the fetjit fiered Walks of private Life: For here 
thefe great Get.mb's appejr in an Llndrcfs; the intrinfiek 
Excellence of their t haiafcters (bines out with genuine 
Luftre ; and although as Authors, their Talents are beyond 
our -Imitation, yet the lcvcr.il milder Graces and Virtues of 
ilutr mote common at.d otdinary Behaviour, arc in fume 
MeafuiUjatttiiiakle by evety one. 

■i: vtfX S with no ftnall Salisfaflion I faw an Advcrtife- 
ra«nt in the jmbiivk Papers, tied ring tjie Correfpondent* of the 
late; Mr. Henry to furtlilh the* Editor with fomc of his Letters 
' for 
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Site Means of encouraging others to co, and do 
iTkewise. Nor will it be, it is prefumed, necef-. 

fary 

for Publication, and glad I am 'tis in my Power to fend you fo 
Lirge a Number; fince in many of them will be found fitch 
Traces of an upright Heart, as no Stranger can otherwife be 
t^adc acquainted with. There will be fci n the deepef Humility, 
Evatunconfcious of his own (hining Abilities, he was always 
diTiroh^f improving by the Meaneft in the Church : In Low- 
lincfs of Mind he would prefer others to himfclf: He would 
frequently b| the humble Queriil, and make his Friend the 
Rcfpondent.l There will be feen the grealeft Lone to Mankind 
—a Love which he has flronglv exprefied on every Occafion, 
not only in Words, but in the moil important Afls of Benevo¬ 
lence, both temporal and fpiritual. There will be feen the 
vtajl zealous Attachments to Truth. He was extremely delimits 
that every Sentiment of his lhould be flriflly examined, and 
wherever he found any Thing capable of the lead Imprc’-- 
ment, he immediately acquicfced with the greateft Thankful- 

nefs.-In a Word, there will be feen the utmojl Serenity of 

Mind under the PrelTure of very grievous Afflifiions. As bis 
Juv was not of this World, no worldly Calamities could take 
it from him; nothing could ruffle, nothing could difeompofe 
him.—He was indeed, what his Mailer fays of the Baptill, a 
hunting and a fitting Light; and as fuch he was a Guide for 
our Feet.—As a burning Light, he warmed many by his Ex¬ 
ample : lie had received the Grace of God in Abundance ; 
which he had long, and mofl earneflly implored; and theFruita 
of which, in his Life and Convcrfation, the World have feen, 
and his F'riends will tell w ith Pleafure.—As a /bitting Light, 
he inflrufted many by his Doftrine. He was a mofl urenuouq 
■Aflcrtor of the free Grace of God. He taught Men to be riel; 
in good Works, without placing the lead Dependence on 
them. Chrill was all to him, and it was his whole bufnefs to 
publifh his Redeemer’s unfearchahle Riches.—It was St. Paul’s 
iaiihful Saying, viz. That “ Child Jefus came into the World to 
“ Jave Sinners;’’ apd it was Mr. Hervcy's coriflant Employment 
to bring Sinners to him empty-handed, “ to buy Wine and 
“ Milk without Money and without Price.” 

He was alfo a mofl Ifrenuous Affertor of Evangelical Holinefs. 
—While he publifhed the Free Grace of God , he was folicitous 
that none fhould abufe it to Liccntioufnef*: Herein alfo he 
imitated St. Paul in another faithful paying, viz. That “ they, 
“ who believe ifl God, fhould be careful to maintain good 
“ Works.” 

Such 
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fary to befpeak the Candour of the Reader, or de 
precate the Petulance of Criticifm, whatever De¬ 
fers or Inaccuracies may be found in a Work of 
this Kind, not intended for tbc publick Eye, though 
well deferving of it. 

Such was the Friend I have loft. God grant we may all 
“ be the Followers of him, who through Faith and Patience n- W 
" inherits the Promijes." —He rcfls from his Labours, a'a my 
Correfpondence with him is for ever at an End; bilf by the 
Letters 1 here fend, he will, though dead, yetfpea , and fpread 
wide that valuable InllruHion, and thofe ingenious Remarks, 
which were originally defigned only for the private Infpefiion 
of, Sir, your humble Servant, £?c. &c. 

P. S. Mr. Ilervey' s Zeal for his great Mailer, and his emi¬ 
nent Abilities to advance the Interefts of Religion, will, it is 
hoped, fccure the good Opinion of the Community in Behalf 
of the Publication of his private Letters and Life; efpecially 
when it is confidered, that it was in fome Meafure neccflary to 
be done j not ouly as they exhibit in their Purport, Compoli- 
tion, and various Tendencies, a (hiking, amiable, and true 
Piilure of the Ingenuity, Learning, Candour, and Piety of 
this excellent Man; but as his Character has been injured by 
fame through Mifreprefcntation; and as his Writings have been 
cenfured by others through Milapprehenfton — All fuch will 
now fee how far Mr. Henry is deferving of Blame, or of Ap- 
plaufe; lince there is nothing that expreffes a Man’s particular 
Charafler more fully, than his Letters to Ms intimate Friends. 


ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


once intended by the Editor, to have pub- 
lifhedVhefe Letters in the fame Order in which 
they wera wrote; but though that Method has been 
obfcrved as far as was practicable, there was no 


Poflibility of doing it exactly, for the following Rea- 
fons. lit, Mr. Hervey , in many Letters written 
to thofe with whom he kept a frequent Correfpon- 


dence, was accuftomed to exprefs neither Month 


nor Year, but only to write Monday Mornings Tuef- 
day Night , (sfc. 2dly, Several Letters were tranf- 
initted to the Editor, with the Dates as well as 


Names erafed; and 3dly, Some were fent after the 
Order had been fettled, and others of a fubfequent 
Date were printed off; thefe, therefore, were of 
Neceflity to be inferted where they could. 

It may farther be neceflary to obferve, that there 
are a few Things inferted in this Collection of Mr. 
Hervey 's Letters, (fuch as * the Cottager’s Letter; 
Mr. f Boyfe’s ; the Letter to % Dr. T * *; and the 
Rules of the Truro || Society;) which were intro¬ 
duced, not only from the great Propriety of fuch an 
Introduction, but at the particular Delire of fome 
of Mr. Hervey 's Friends, in order to fulfil his In¬ 
tentions, and,render him, though dead, as exten- 
fively ufeful as pofiible. 

“ I would by all Means (fays one of his mod 
“ judicious and favourite Correfpondents) have that 


-*Scc Vol. I. Page s6j. 
J Ibid. Page 3*. 

K 


t See Vol. II. Page 205. 

I Ibid. Page 63. 

“ Letter 
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** Letter of mine, addrefled to Dr. T* *, printed ir 
“ the Collection ; as I think this may in tome Mea- 
“ fure be fulfilling the Will of my deceafed Friend, 
“ who appears by his own Letter * to me to have 
“ judged fomething of that Nature highly nccejfaryi 
“ and he would certainly have attempted it himlelf, 
“ as he declared, had not a certain Church Prefer- 
“ ment brought him very unexpectedly into a C>,i- 
“ ncCtion, which made fuch a Publicatior at that 
“ JunCture ineligible.—Mr. Hervry is l.ow dead, 
** and that Reafon is no longer in Force ; find there- 
“ fore, now feems to me the fitteft Time for fuch 
“ Purpofe. 1 wrote that Letter to Dr. T** at 
“ Mr. Haney's exprefs Defire, and 1 gave him full 
“ Power to make what Ufe of it he pleafed ; hop- 
“ ing, that after correcting it to his Mind, he would 
“ have font it to Dr. T* * himfelf; or elfe that he 
“ would have wrote in another Form (perhaps in 
“ an Introduction to his Fail Sermons) fomething 
“ far more valuable, extracting from my Letter 
“ what belt anfwered his Ends; but that not being 
“ done, the-Publication of my Letter in this Col- 
“ lection, immediately after what Mr. Hervey fays 
“ in his to me f about Dr. 7 “ * *’s Sermon, may, 
“ with the fame divine lilefling, be of Ufe; and, 
“ though of little Worth, yet like the Widow’s 
“ Mite, when it was her all, it may be acccpt- 
“ able.— I herc are Thoufands of Preachers who 
“ think in the fame Way with Dr. T* *, and very 
“ likely many of thefe may be the Readers of Mr. 
“ Hervry s Letters: And if fome of them refleCt 
“ and reform, the unjuft Anger of the reft is very 
“ little to be regarded : Therefore upon the moft 
“ ferious Confideration, it is my earneft Requcft, 
“ that the Letter to Dr. T* * fhould be printed 
“ juft as 1 fent it to Mr. Hervey. 

• Vol. II. Letter XX. 

+ r.'is fo printed as here defired.—Sec Vol. II. Page 3j, 

“ There 
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“ There was * a Defign I heard, of getting the 
‘"•Folio Edition of Downtime's Cbrijlian Warfare , 
“ againjl the Devil , the World , and the Fie ft ;, re- 
“ printed in three 8vo, or two 4to Volumes.—I 
“ fear it is dropped; which is a great Pity, as it is a 
“ moll excellent Performance; perhaps, one of the 
•tbcll Books f we have in Divinity; and the Lan- 
‘^jnage remarkably pure, confidcring it was written 
“ inr$*^en Elizabeth's Time.—What highly ad- 
“ vanccslthe Value of it is, that very little has 
“ been d$ne in this Way, either before or fmee, 
“ and the Book is now grown extremely fearce. 
“ But here I mull inform you, that the Edition 
“ which Mr. Hervey procured (for I flrongly re- 
“ commended it to him on various accounts) is 
“ not near fo good as mine; and how much my 
“ fourth Edition is improved, Mr. Downame him- 
“ fclf tells bell in his Preface to the third and 
“ fourth Editions, the laft of which was printed in 
“ 1634.” 

Having been encouraged (fays he) by fevcral no 
lefs godly than judicious, and not a little comforted 
in myfelf, that through God’s Bleffing, I have been 
the Means of comforting others, I was the more 
willing in this third Edition, to review my Labours 
for the further Benefit of the l’ublick ; and not only 
to purge them from many Faults, which efcapcd in 
the two former Imprcflions, but alfo to add lbme 
Things which feemed wanting in them. 

“ You fee then my Edition is the bell, in the 
“ Author’s own Opinion: And therefore I men- 

* The Defign here mentioned, would have been executed 
by a Subfcription of fix Perfons; but one of them dying, and 
another going to refide Abroad, it is laid alidc.—Was tho 
Value of this Book fufficicntly known, it would probable fell 
in the fafhionable Way of Weekly Numbers, cfpeeially if 
properly abridged; which would require no fmall Judgment, 
t See Vol. II. Page 234. 


“ tion 
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“ tion this, left any new Edition fhould be printed 
“ from that in the Cuftody of Mr. Hervey's Exe- 
“ cutors.” 

Letter XV. Page 44. Vol. I. the Reader will 
obferve is imperfedt, and that the Beginning refers 
to a former Part: If that Part be yet extant, the 
Editor (who is defirous of perfecting this Letter 
the next Edition) would be much obliged 
roflefTor, if he would tranfmit it to Mr. Hervey's 
Mother at Wejlon-Favell near Northampton ; to his 
Brother Mr. IVilliam Hervey , Wine Merchant in 
Miles's Lane , London ; or to Mr. “John Rivington, 
Bookfcller in St. Paul’s Church-Yard. —The Original 
{hall be carefully returned, as all the others have 
been, purfuant to the Directions given to the Editor. 
—The Names of fuch Perfons and their Abode 
have been omitted when dcftred to be erafed, fo that 
no Difcovery can be made to the Prejudice of any of 
Mr. Hervey’s Correfpondents. 

In Letter XXI. Pag. 70. Vol. I. is an Injunc¬ 
tion from the Author to return that Letter to himfclf ; 
which was accordingly done, by the Pcrfon, to whom 
it was intruded:—After Mr. Hervey’s Death being 
found in his Study, and given with feveral other 
of his Letters to the Editor, it was debated whether 
This fhould be fupprefled, or not ?—But it was de¬ 
termined in the Negative, as the Author could not 
now be drawn into any Controverfy on the Occa- 
fion j the Apprehenfion of which was the principal 
Reafon, which induced him to defire its Return. 

The following Verfes are referred to Letter 
LXV 1 II. Page 241, and LXXIV. Pag. 249. Vol. I. 
and fhould have been there inferted (by Way of 
Note) if they had come to the Editor’s Hands, be¬ 
fore that Part of the Work had been printed off. 


On 
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Omhe Rev. Mr. James Hervey’/ Pifiurt , by the 
Rev. Mr. John Nixon, A. M. Reclor of Cold 
Higham in Northamptonlhii e. 

IVilliams! ’Tis your’s to bid the Canvas wear, 

. By Art illufive, Hervey' s Form and Air. 

X)h! with like happy Labour could I trace, 
Eafcla^irtue, each exalted Chriftian Grace, 

Each heVv’nly Gift, with which his Soul was bleft. 
And fix 'he bright Aflemblage in my Breaft: 
Then how tranfcendent far wou’d be my Plan, 
You paint his mimick Shade :— I’d live the Man. 


HINTS * concerning the Means of promoting 
Religion in ourfelves or others. 

I. 

T> E always chearful as well as ferious, that you 
^ may win Men to Chriftianity. And in every 
Converfation introduce fome religious Hints, if it 
can be done with Propriety. 

II. 

Avoid all Controverfies; no Good can come from 
difputing; but contend earneftly for the Effentials of 
Chriftianity. 

III. 

Heal all Divifions amongft Se£ts and Parties to 
the uttnoft of your Power.—And prevail with thofe 
who are moft fiery to read Henry' s excellent Trea- 
tife on Mecknefs. 

IV. 

Talk familiarly to Children about Religion,, as a 
delightful Employment. Put eafy Queftions to 
them——encouraging them occaiionally by fome 

* See Page xxxvi. 


little 
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little Prefents—and thus teaching them an amiable* 
chearful, generous Piety. 

V. 

Make it a conftant Rule to pray for all who af¬ 
front or injure you.—Chrift injoins us to pray for 
all who dcfpitefully ufe us. See Mattb. v. 44. 
Difregard all opprobrious Names. — Chrift hjp.elf 
(as will every one who ftrives againft tl'.orrupt 
Prejudices and Vices of Mankind) was .^Dufed as a 
Wine-bibber, and even a Blafphemer, by. 

VI. 

Be nccuftomcd to a regular, daily, but moderate 
Courfe of devout Retirement: And recommend 
Interccflion for others, both in the Family and in 
private.—As likewife frequent Attendance at the 
Sacrament. 

VII. 

Frequent publick Worfhip conftantly, and con- 
feientioufly. 

VIII. 

Secret Ejaculations too may be ufed as you are 
walking, or riding, or in whatever Company you 
may happen to be—and, on fomc particular Hour, 
remember (as for Inftance, at Morning, Noon, Af¬ 
ternoon, or Evening, when your Town-Clock 
ttrikes, which will be a loud and never-failing Me¬ 
morandum) to fet yourfclf as in the Prefence of 
God * for a few Minutes. 

IX. 

* This Method is thus recommended by the late fiifhop of 
Dur/iam (Dr. Butter ) in his Charge to the Clergy 1751. 
“ Secret Prayer, as cxprefsly as it is commanded by our Savi- 
“ our, and as evidently as it is implied in the Notion of Piety, 
“ will yet I fear be gricvoufly forgotten by the Generality, till 
“ they can he brought to fix for themfelvcs certain Times of 
“ the Day for it. Secret Prayer comprehends not only De- 
“ votions before Men begin, and after they have ended the 

*• Bufinef* 
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IX. 


life frequent Meditation, than, which nothing can 
be more profitable: Nor can any Thing fo much 
awaken and difpofe us for that, and for all that ia 
good, than a ftrong Faith in Providence* and a coin 
ftant Chearfulnefs + of Spirit. 


"^ufinefs of the Bay, but fitch alfo at may be performed 
“ iJItladhi j are employed io it, or even iu Company. 

“ AndVruly, if befides our more fet Devotions Morning 
" and Evening, all of us would 6a upon certain Times of the 
“ Day, fo that the Return of the Hour fhctuld remind us, to 
“ fay Ibort Prayers, or exercifc our Thoughts in a Way equi- 
*' valent to this, perhaps there are few Pcrfons in fo high and 
“ habitual a State of Piety, as not to find the Benefit of it.— 
“ If it took tip nO more than a Minute or two, or even left 
“ Time than that, it would ferve the End I am propofing t 
" —It would be a Recol left ion that we are in the 


“ divine Presence, and contribute to our being in the 
“ Fear of the Lord all the Day long. 

“ A Duly of the like Kind, and ferving to the fame Pus* 
“ pofe, is the particular Acknowledgment of God, when we 
*' are partaking of his Bounty at our Meals.—The Neglefi of 
“ this is laid to have been fcandalous to a Proverb, in the 


“ Heathen * World; but it is frequently End without Shame 
“ laid afide at the Tables of the higheft; and even the loweS 
“ Ranks among us.*’ 

+ In order to obtain a proper Confidence in Providence* 
and a fettled Chearfulnefs of Mind, the Reader (efoeciiUy the 
gloomy and difpirited) would be much aOifted by Bifhop Pa¬ 
trick? c Advice to a Friend (Price Eighteen-pence) whicn is a 
moll ineflimable liitlc Piece.—It was firfl wrote (as the Pte* 
face tells u») to preferve a pious Friend in Peace and Chear¬ 
fulnefs; but if the Advice be good, the utore public it is made 
the better. It was contrafted into a little Room, tbatit might 
be at eafy to carry ia the Mind, as in the Pockett—And i» a 
mod excellent Guide to Peace, Chearfulnefs, and whatfoevtor 
is graceful, amiable, and defirable in a Chrifiian?—They wha 
•re offended at the Uncomfortablenefs of a religious Lift, 
never yet knew the true Way of Religion, into which this 
Author will lead them .—Her Ways (lays Solomon) are Ways of 
PUaJanintfs, and all her Paths are Peace.—Sec like wi ft Henry o 
Pleafantnefs of a Religious Lift, Price is. 6d- 


* See Caftuban In Attn— nm, Lib. i. Caps 3. Page ta. 

Vol. I. « X. 
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X. 

Entertain the higheft Regard for the Word of 
God, and furriiih yourfclf with a few of the beft 
Writers, but particularly with Hairy on Meeknefs, 
and Worthington on Refignation. —Study them tho¬ 
roughly, ami endeavour to make their Sentiments 
your own. Meeknefs and Refignation are the tw"- 
principal' Duties of a Chriftian. —Difperfe gjoa 
Books oecafionally, if your Circumftances wjffpermit 
—ant^ be very careful in the Choice of them, and in 
adapting them to the Circumftances of the Perfon to 
whom they are given. 

XI. 

Encourage by your Influence, and Purfe too (if 
able) Societies for promoting the Gofpel, both at 
Home and in foreign Parts; and, in order to be well 
acquainted with tfyefe, read Dr. Woodward’s Rife 
and Progrcfs of the religious Societies in London and 
Wflminjier , Price i s. publilhed (as I am informed) 
by the ipecial Command of her late Majefty Queen 
Anne. 

XU. 

Whenever you reprove, let it be tenderly, pri¬ 
vately, and with all due Humility. 

XIII. 

For the Reformation of Swearing*, Lying, 
Slandering, Sabbath-breaking, Paflionate + or Un- 

chafte 

• Hints for the Reformation of, or Converfation with a 
Swearer. 

r i. None fo ignorant as not to know'tis a Breach of the 
third Commandment.—2. He who lives in'the Fear of God 
ia'fo far from being capable of it, that it {hocks him to hear 
Others offending this 'Way.—3. We are taught by Chrift 
daily to pray, “ Hallowed be thy Name.” Angels praiie it, 
and Devils tremble is it.—4. Chrift injoins us to fwear not at 
all, See Matthi v. 34. and alfo Jama v. te.—3. Give to a 
Swearer the late Btfhop of London’s (Dr. Gihfon ) Admonition 
againji profane and common Swearing, 7th Edition, Prioe Thre# 
Half-pence. * ‘ 

Hints for (he Reformation of a paflionate Man.' 

>. Caufelefj 
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chafte * Perfons, you may write out (of keep by yoif 
fomc printed) Hints on blips of Paper, againft ei¬ 
ther of thefe Vices, and place them in the Way of 
fuch Perfons, either by putting them into their 


l. Caufelefaand immoderate Anger, proceeds From a proud 
and haughty Temper, and is contraiy to Gof|iel Meeknefj— 
Vhat Meeknefii and Quutnrfs of Spirit, which, as St. Peter at 

liJhujus, l Pet. iii. 4. is of great Price in the Sight of God_• 

». Chrtikbidj us learn of him, who was lowly and meek, 
Matth. xi^o.—3. Every paflionate Tongue is fet on Fire by 
Hell, fee James iii. 6.—4. He who fays the Lord’s' Prayer 
with an unforgiving Temper, curfes himfelf.—5. No one 
has offended us fo often as we have edfended God, therefore 
our Anger fhould be againfl our own Sins.—6. Let all Bitter- 
nefs (fays the Apofllc) and Wrath and Anger be put away.—• 
In Patience poflefs ye your Souls, Luke xxt. 19.—No Paflion 
in Heaven, therefore no Paflion in a heavenly Mind.—Give to 
• paflionate Man Henr^on Meeknefs. 

* Hints for the Reformation of an unchafle Perfon. 

1. Contrary to the fevenfh Commandment of the great 
God.—*. A Sin which defilea the Soul, and brings it under 
the Dominion of the flefhly Appetites. No fpiritual Life in 
fuch a one, fee Rem. viii. 6. —3. A Partaker of other People’* 
Sins—making them Partakers of yours—thus doubly guilty.— 
4.-All Adulterers, Fornicators, and unclean Perfons, are de¬ 
clared to have no Inheritance in the Kingdom of God, fee 
Cor. vi.9.—x. You are a Servant of Sin, and in Bondage to 
the deeped Corruption.—6. If you Sin in any of thefe Way*, 
you fin againd your own Body, and pollute the Temple of the 
Holy Ghod.—Being joined to an Harlot, the Holy Spirit 
dwells not there.—7. We mud glorify God both in Body 
and Spirit, prefenting ourfelves a living Sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable unto God, fc e Rom. xii. 1.—8. Purity and Chadity 
required in the Gofpcl—even impure and luftful DeGret are 
there condemned, fee Matlh. v. 18.—Give to an unchade Per* 
font /rail’s Glorious VtRyry o/ChaJlity, Price 1 j. or Dr. Wood- 
ward's Exhnrtatttm to Ciaftity, Price Three Half-pence. 

• y Thefe Hints may be very much improved, and are ex* 
traQed (merely as Specimens) from Mr. Richards's Hints Jim 
religious Conversation ; where likewife may be found fuch Hints 
for Converfation cm mod other Vices, as will affid Perfons of 
weak Memories who are defir otpi of converting religioufly with 
the Vicious, or reproving them, either by Letter or perfo* 
nally, as Opportunity may offer. 

c a Books, 
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Books, Windows, or other Places, provided you 
don’t care to give them to the Perfon yoaffelf—of 
they may be fent by the Poft * from or to the Me- 
tropohs. 

XIV. 


Make it a Rule to have at leajl One religious Sen¬ 
tence in the Letters you write to your Relations or . 
Friends, when it can be conveniently introduced; 
fuch a Sentence, properly interwoven, often/ftrikes 
the Reader; and is productive of more real Good, 
perhaps, than a laboured Difcourfe from the Pulpit, 
or formal Advice at Home. 


XV. 

Guard thofe over whom you have any Influence,- 
againft Enthufiafm, and exceffive Rigours, either as 
to Abftinence, Retirement, or Converfation; and 
advife them to take all the Comfort, that the Situa¬ 
tion, in which God has placed them, can give? re¬ 
minding them at the fame Time, to acknowledge 
Him in all their Ways, and to be difcreetly f zealous 

for 


* The following Letter was fent by the Poft to a Libertine, 
who profeflcd himfclf a Deift, and it was in pmc Degree the 
Caufe of hi. Reformation. 

SIR, 

Though you dilbelieve Chriflianity, 1 cannot fuppofe that 
vou dilbelieve a future Suite of Rewards and Punifliments: 
Plcafe therefore to take it into ferious Confideration, whether 
you think your Aftions are futh, as will, upon your own 
Principles, Hand the Tell at the great Day of Account. 

As it highly becomes us to do what Good wg can while we 
live in this World; and as I am truly concerned for you, I 
take the Liberty of giving this friendly Hint; and hope you 
”receive it as a Proof, that the Writer, though unknown, is 
Your very Gnccre Wcll-wilher, 

A. Z. 

A certain Zealot being warned againft injuring the Caufe 
of Chriubv his Imprudencics, defpiled the Caution, and al. 
ledged, « that Pr v u n * e i waa at bell but a rajcatly Virtue." 
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for the Honour of Chrift.— Repofing art Entire Con¬ 
fidence in the Wifdom, Power, and Goodnefs of 
God; and aiTuring themfelves of the Extent of his 
Providence (of which we know not either the Value 
or Power) to all his Creatures, and to ail their 
A&ions. 

XVI, 

But above all, write down the Reafons which at 
any TJ^ie make you afraid to die, and then endea¬ 
vour by Repentance, Faith, Prayer, and Conven¬ 
tion with experienced Chriftians, to remove the 
Caufes;—and thus be properly preparing for Death : 
And, ifyour Time and Capacity will admit, keep a 
fhort Diary : Particularly note your Sins of 
Omiflion—and by this Method you will fee your 
Progrefs or Declenfion in Religion. 


The following Imitation of Mr. Hervey’j Medita¬ 
tions is very ingenious , and was wrote by a young 
Lady [in 1750.) It was prefumed it would be ac¬ 
ceptable to the Reader , and is therefore here inferted 
previous to the Collection, as it cotfld not properly be 
printed ift it. 

( 3 * See the Meditations, Vol. I. p. 77, and 1*4. 

'T'HE fhortning Days, the fullen Clouds, grown 
dark and ponderous with the gathering Rain j 
the frigid Air, which ftrikes unwelcome on the teru¬ 
der Frame (but (hews what Albion's Sons could oAcc 
indure) proclaim the Approach of Winter.—Seel: 
how the J Trees, as though they felt a Shock like 
human Diflolution, now drop their leafy Honours : 
—Some, you may Obferve, like feeble old Age, Kang 
tottering in the Air, till a gentle Breeze breaks the 
tender Fibre that fupports them, and throws them 
rentlefs on the Ground. They fell unlamentei, 
when they can no longer delight our Eye*; and are 
c 3 no 
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fio fooner diflolved,, than forgot: Their Beauty 
continues one Summer only: How tranlitory! 
Wliilft i :.r lofty Fir, though greatly eclipfed by thefe 
gay Strangers in the Bloom of their Youth, yet far 
exceeds them in the Duration of her Charms. The 
Beauty of the Fir are always the fame, and perifti 
only with her Exigence. 

A lively emblem this, of the Inability and Worth- 
leffncfs of mortal Charms;—How mutable^ls the 
Happinefs of thofe thoughtlefs Women, who place 
all their Miciiy in Admiration!—-Admiration, from 
whom? Not from the Wife and Prudent, that were 
well worth their Aim; but from Perfonfc light and 
trifling as themfelves : For fuch alone pay Court to 
polilhed Dull.—Perhaps, they pafs the ploom of 
their Youth without one ferious Thought} and what 
a Fund of Impertinence do they then treafure Up 
for the Remainder of their Days! which, when all 
thefe gay fantaltick Villons fade, when every out¬ 
ward Charm is fled, grows quite infupportable.— 
How can they bear the Shock of approaching Age? 
which (like Autumn by the Trees) difrobes them 
of every attractive Grace..—The Perfections we are 
by the flattering World allowed, whilft we have 
Beauty, too often, at lealt the Praife of them, ya- 
nilh with it, and leave nothing but Malice and Envy 
to lill up the great Void of uncultivated Senfe :— 
They drop like the withered Leaves, neglected if 
not defpifed; and like the Path of a fwift Arrow 
through the invillble Air, leave no Traces of Virtue 
or Goodiiefs, whereby (hey may be remembered.— 
How much "happier they, who in the Midlt of their 
childilh, innocent Amufements, experience the 
EftVCts of a true parental Care; who are taught 

to remember their Creator in the Days of their 
“ Youth, while the evil Days come not, and the 
** Yeats wherein they (hall (truly) fay, 1 have no 
# PJeafure in them;” and are early informed (be- 
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fore the trifling Joys of this World have made too 
deep an Imprcffion on their tender Minds) that all 
is Vanity; that Religion, Wifdom, and Virtue, are 
the only permanent Enjoyments in this World, and 
will be their only Confolation when they fink into 
another : Beauty is no farther of Advantage to us 
than as it is an Embellifhment to Senfe, and makes 
Virtue appear more amiable; but when it is only a 
Mafk to Vice or Folly; when it perfuades the 
Owncr\to negleft the Attainment of all other Ac- 
complilhments, the Blefling then degenerates into a 
Curfe, and we quickly defpife the idle Flatterer; in 
fhort, “ the Praife that is worth Ambition is attain- 
“ eJ by good Senfe alone with Dignity of Mind;” 
and a Woman of true Senfe will be always ambi¬ 
tious,—not of gaining Admiration, but of deferv- 
ing it. 

1 muft own myfelf obliged to Mr. liervef s Me¬ 
ditations, for this poor Imitation of him. The two 
Volumes published under that Title cannot, I think, 
be fufficicntly admired: His Reflexions are fo eafy 
and natural, that, upon reading them, ydu cannot 
help being furprized, that the Objects which fur- 
nilhcd him with thofe beautiful Ideas, did not in the 
fame Manner aftedt you’upon the like Occafions, 
till you confider the Dignity of Style in which they 
are wrote:—You are then immediately convinced 
that this is only to be attained by a bright Under- 
Handing, refined by a liberal Education.—I can’t, 
for my own Part, conceive any Thing (in this 
World) to be more thoroughly conducive to Hap- 
pinefs than, fuch * a Genius, where every Objedt 

round 

* There are few Books in the Engli/h Language, which in 
fo fhort a Time have ever pafTed through fuen numerous and 
very large Editions (Four Thoufandat an Imprefiion) as Mr. 
Hervey’s Meditations ; which not only pleafe, but improve us : 
And were written with a View of familiarizing to our Minds 
c 4 thofe 
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round him raifes his Admiration, and excites his 
Thankfulnefe to that Being, whofe Blelfipgs He 
only truly enjoys, who properly eftepms them; 
there is nothing fuch an one beholds, but what he 
can apply to the Good of himfelf, and of his Fellow- 
Creatures. 

thofe fublime ObjefU, which will be the Study and Dr 
LIGHT of a glorious Ete * K ITY. 

How many have they tranfportingly entertaine^m their 
Retirements and lonely Walks, and how often elevated them 
to thofe lofty Heights, from whence they could look down on 
all Things below (the Delights of good Men’* Friendfhip ex- 
iepted) with »n cafy Indifference, 


A'SUP. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

TO THI 

Rev. Mr. HERVEY’s LIFE, 

BY THE 

Rev. Mr. M-, the EDITOR. 


T N the Life of Mr. Hervey , which was wrote by 
Dr. Birch, Secretary to die Royal Society, and 
Redtor of St. Margaret Patten in London, (for whole 
Ufe many of the Materials were collected, as he was 
an entire ftranger to Mr. Hervey ) there is no Men¬ 
tion made of him from his firft Entrance into 
Orders in ^36, till his taking the Living in 1752. 
It is neceflary therefore to acquaint the Publick, 

that neither Birch , nor the Editor Mr. M - . had 

then fufficient Materials to fill up fuch an Interval: 
But, as feveral Particulars relating to that Period 
have been' communicated to the Editor fince the 
Life was printed; and as fome important Remarks 
will arife from them, it was thought proper, for the 
farther Satisfaction of the Reader, to add thofe by 
Way of Supplement. 

Yet 

5 
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Yet this was not the only Inducement to the 
Writing of this Supplement; for it appears neceflary 
to inform the Reader, that although the Editor of 
this Work undertook the Publication on the Condi¬ 
tion of being concealed, yet he thinks himfclf oblig¬ 
ed, in Conscience, to declare (as the Life was written 
by a Gentleman to him unknown, who reftdes 
wholly in Lo>,v,'on, and as he never faw it before it wt-nt 
to the Prefs) that there are fomc Expreflions in the 
Life, particularly in Page ix. as ali'o-a Notcinfertcd 
at the Bottom of Page 55, the fecund Volume, to il- 
luihate what is advanced in Page ix. of which he, 
the Editor, dilapproves ; as it is therein hinted to the 
Reader, that, noiwithftanding all that has been faid 
and wrote concerning Frcc-Grace, imputed Righ- 
teoufnefs, tic. by Mr. Hervey, and his admired Mr. 
Marfball , yet there is an excellent W ork of Bifhop 
fowler’s lately republifhed, which obviates the Ten¬ 
dency, or Misapplication of their Principles.—It has 
indeed been there fuggeiled, by Way of Reply, in the 
following Words; “ that Mr. Hcrvey , defired to fee a 
“ Treatile (or Sermon)onthe Subjectoftrue Holincfs, 
“ —its Nature,—its Nccelfity,—and its Excellency, 
“ written by feme Author of Elegance and Spirit, that 
“ he might djplay their Arguments, and point out the 
“ expeditious and eal’y Way to all the noble Qualities, 
“ and important Duties, which conftitute the Dig- 
“ nitv, or Happinefs of human Nature, upon Mr. 
f‘ Marjhair s Plan.”—Hence appears Mr. Hervey’ s 
impartial Zeal for vital Holincfs, which conftitutes a, 
ftinin" Part of his Character:—And it was neceflary 
to urge tins, as it fully vindicates Mr. Hervey from 
anv Tendency towards Antinomiamfm. —It has been 
further faid, that in Vol. II. Page 234, his Zeal for 
Truth, independent of any Perfon, or Svftcm, ap¬ 
pears bv his Defire to be informed, “ how Mr. 
“ Mnrjhrrir s Method might be improved, that he 
“ might have an Opportunity of acknowledging 

“ Mr. 
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« Mr. MarJhaWs Miftakes, and cautioning his 
“ Readers:—That if Mr. Hervey hitnfelf admitted 
fome Caution might poflibly be neceflary to the 
Readers of Mr. Marjhall' s Treatife on Sanctification, 
which he held in fuch high Eftecm, the Writer of 
his Life is fo far from being liable to Cenfure for 
giving the fame Caution, or for any Reference to it, 
that he might have been more juftly fo, had he 
emitted it:—That he thereby had an Opportunity 
(hewing, that Mr. Hervey' s Regard to Truth was 
fuperior to all other Confiderations:—And that, 
where the Intcrefts of Religion were concerned, the 
excellent Pcrfon, whofe Life he writes, was himfelf 
greatly fuperior to all Bigotry and Prejudice; 
Qualities which his Enemies, if any fuch he had, 
would not fail to impute to him.—It has been ftill 
farther fuggefted, that in all impartial Accounts of 
Lives, whatfoever had been, or might be alledgcd 
againft the Party, either truly or plaufibly, Ihould 
never be concealed, but every Afperfion either wiped 
off, or guarded againft, as far as 19 confiftent with 
Truth.—And laftly, that any apparent or fuppofed 
Difference of Opinion between Mr. Hervey , and the 
Writer of his Life, does the greater Honour to the 
former, whofe Worth is not only acknowledged, but 
profeffedly publilhed to the World, by a Perfon who 
had no Bias towards thofe Tenets which Mr. Hervey 
is prefumed to have efpoufed:—Tenets relating to 
fuch intricate Points, as the moft eminently learned 
and pious Writers could never yet wholly reconcile; 
and which, after all that can be faid, or wrote about 
them, muft, in*all human Probability, remain unde¬ 
termined to the End of the World.—Still it is to be 
hoped, that the reafonable, and truly pious on both 
Sides of the Queftion, (I mean fuch as totally dif- 
c!aim,and even abhor, the Dodtrines of Antinomianifm , 
on the one Side; and of Merit by Works on the 
other) may, upon every cool and charitable Con¬ 
ference, 
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fcrencc, find their Sentiments nearer to each other, 
and their Differences much lefs than is generally 
imagined.—Nor can any one deny, that there have 
been excellent Men on both Sides of the Queftion, 
who arc now equally happy in the Kingdom of 
God. 

As I have thus publilhed thefe Suggeftions in the 
very Words which were delivered to me, I hope I 
may take the Liberty, without giving any Offence,, 
of proclaiming, that Nothing which can be alledged 
in Defence of this Intimation of a Difference be¬ 
tween the Sentiments of Mr. Hervey , and the 
Writer of his Life, can in any Degree either affedl 
mine, with regard to the evangelical and irrefragable 
Dodrine of Quill's imputed and all-fufficient Righ- 
teoufnefs; or can prevent my hearty Willies, that 
the Opinions of the Writer of Mr. Hervey' s Life, 
and his Efteem fur fuch Dodrines, as Mr. Harvey 
would himfelf moll ffrenuoufly * have oppofed, had 
not been thus introduced; becaufe the Impropriety 
of recommending Mr. Hervey and bis Writings by 
iniinmtions, tending in any Degree to depreciate 
thole Doctrines, which railed him to fo high a Pitch 
of Chriffian Excellence; and which it was, at once, 
the Labour and Delight of his whole Life to propa¬ 
gate and defend, muff be obvious Jo every Reader: 
—And I mull further declare my full Perfuafion, 
that neither the Opinions of Mr. Hervey y nor the 
Points to which they relate, are fo intricate, or un¬ 
intelligible as they are reprefented; but that to a 
iludious and fincere Perufer of the holy Scriptures, 
they are capable of the cleareft Conception, and the 
moll fntisfadory Proof.—Many, who diffent from 
Mr. H, ■rvry, have not, perhaps, prayed to God for 
Illumination, or taken the Pains to be acquainted 
with the Grounds of his Tenets, and therefore 

* Ser Mr. Hervey’s Cliarafler of Bifiiop Fowler's Defien of 
Cirifiiani/i, Vol. 11 . Page ill. ° 

ventured 
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ventured ralhly to pronounce them abfurd.—Nay, 
Come have Hot fcruplcd boldly to aflert they are (b 
abfurd, that no Man of Senfe could in go'>d Farneft 
give into them; notwithftanding all our Reformers , 
Men eminent for Senfe and Piety, have embraced 
the fame Tenets as Mr. Hcrvcy has done. 

I now proceed to the mention of fuch Occurren¬ 
ces* as were not known to the Writer of Mr. Her- 
vfty’s Life; in order to gratify, aS far as I am able, 
the Defires of thofe, who wilh to be informed of the 
n;ofb-minute * Particulars, relating to the Life and 
Conduit of fo celebrated, fo exemplary a Perfon.— 
Whillt Mr. Hervey was at Lincoln-College, he had a 
fmall ’Exhibition of about Twenty Pounds a Year; 
and, when he was ordained, his Father preft him 
very much to take fome Curacy, in or near Oxford, 
and to hold his Exhibition; but with this he would 
by no Means comply, thinking it an Injuftice to de¬ 
tain it after he was in Orders, from another Perfon, 
who might more want the Benefit of that Provifion: 
After mentioning this Circumftance, fome perhaps 
mi»y think it ftrange, that he Ihould accept of the 
two Livings of IVeJlon-Favell and Collingtree , and 
hold them during his Life. But we can allure the 
Reader, that it was very far from being his Choice , 
and it was what he had for a long lime ref fed to do. 
He was determined againft being a Pluralift, and 
notwithftanding his Father kept him at Oxford , with 
, a Defign, that he fhould take his Degree of Mailer 
Of Arts, and conftantly urged him to do it, yet he 
could not be perfuaded to yield to fuch a Requeft, 
though he was of, a fufficient Standing to have took 

* 'Turns for this very Reafon that his childi/h Dive fans, (fee 
Page v. of his Life) how triflingfoever it mayJeem to fome, were Jo 
particularly noticed.—By them we difeover tn him not only a Dex¬ 
terity, hut a manly Difpofitiem, whiih, even at that Time of l ife , 
made him quite indifferent about the boyifh Acquifitions, of which the 
Generality of Children art as tenacious, as the vtqft avaricious Mftr 
tan be of his Trtafurt. 


the 
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the fame, looking upon that Step as a Qualification 
intended for his future holding both his Father’s 
Livings. When his Father died, he remained de¬ 
termined to have IVeJion-Favdi only; and this he 
frequently declared to his Family and Friends, and 
refufed to accept of Collingtrec , or to qualify himfelf 
for the fame •, infomuch, that it was in Danger of 
lapfing to the Rifhop; but at length, through .he 
earned and conftant Intreaties of his Family, and of 
his Friends, who, unknown to him, had font to, anti 
procured from Oxford the necefl'ary Certificate'' of 
his being a Ih.tchelor of Arts, in order to his taking 
his Mailer’s Degree at Cambridge, he was, after 
much i mportunity, prevailed on to comply with their 
RequdLs, hoping that he might be thereby enabled to 
do lo much the more Good. And when he waited 
upon Dr. Thomas, the then Bifhop of Peterborough, 
for lnfiitution to Collingtrec , which was near lix 
Months after he had been induced into Wejhn, he 
faid to him, “ I fuppole your Lordfhip will be fur- 
“ prized to fee James Hervcy come to defire your 
“ Lordfliip to permit him to be a Pluralift; but I 
“ allure you, 1 do it to fatisfy the repeated Solicita- 
“ tions of my Mother and my biller, and not to 
“ pleafe myfclf,” or to that Effect. 

When he left Oxford in 1736, he •went to his Fa¬ 
ther, and was his Curate j and afterwards he went 
to London , where he {laid lbme l ime: He then was 
Curate at Dummer , where he.continued about twelve 
Months, and upon his leaving that Curacy, in the 
Year 1738 *, he was invited and went to Stoke-Abbey, 
in Devcnjhirc , the Seat of his worthy Friend, the latr 
Paul Orchard , Efq; Here he lived upwards of two 
Years, in great Ffteem and Friendlhip with that 
worthy Gentleman, who valued him very much for 
his Piety. A remarkable Proof of the great Regard 

■* See Vol. I. Letter IX. Page 33. 

he 
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h# had for him on that Account, he (hewed on th© 
following Occalion : When his cldefi Son, the pre- 
lent Paul Orchard , Efq; to whom the Second Volume 
of his Meditations is dedicated, was to be baptized, 
he inf.jled , that Mr. Htwry fhould be one of his 
Godfathers, that he might have an Eye to his Chrif- 
tian Education; and tills he dij in Preference to 
; mJiny Gentlemen of -large Ehates in that Neigh¬ 
bourhood, who would have thought themfelvcs I10-, 
floured to have flood ponfors lor Mr. Orchard'?, Son. 

I»-the Year 1740, he undertook the Curacy of 
Riddcford , fourteen Miles from Stoke-A:bey, where 
he lived greatly beloved by his People; his Congre¬ 
gation was large, though his Stipend was fmallj his 
Friends, therefore, made a Collection yearly for him, 
which raifed his Income to 60/. per Ann. l'o highly 
did they Eflcem him. At Biddefcrd he was Curate 
about two Years and an Half, and remained fo un¬ 
til there was a new Rector of that Church, (his Rec¬ 
tor being dead) who difmift Mr. Hervey from his 
Curacy, againft the united Requefts of his Paiifhio- 
ners, who offered to maintain him at their own Ex¬ 
pence. During the Time, that Mr. Henry lived m 
the Weft, viz. from the Year 1738, until his return 
to Wtjion-Favell, the latter End of the Year 1747, 
his Family heard very little of him, by reafon of the 
great Diftancc he was from them; although without 
doubt, he laboured diligently in the Service of ins 
Mailer. Here it was that he planned his Meditati on, 
. and probably wrote fome Part of them, but these 
Particulars are not as yet come to our Knowledge ; 
'He fays, in his.Firjl Volume of Meditations, th..t it 
was on a Ride to Kilkhampton, in Cornwall , that he 
went into the Church, where he lays the Scene of his 
Meditations among the Tombs. 

In Attgujl 1743, or thereabouts, he returned from 
Biddeford * to IVeJion-Favell, leaving behind him 

# See Vol. I. Letter L. Page 177, dated from Bath, in Ins 
Return from Biddijtnd. 


many 
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miny difconfolate Friends, and officiated as Curate 
to his Father, until June 17505 at which Time his 
Health was much impared by his great Attention to' 
Duty 5 and his Family and Friends, judging that the 
Change of Air might be of Benefit to him, they 
formed a Defign, which they executed, of conveying 
him to London , under a Pretence of his riding a few 
Miles in a Friend’s Poft-Chaife, who was goihg 
thither, and of which he pleafantly complains in & 
Letter * to a Friend upon his Arrival there. 

He ftaid in London from June 1750, until Ap or 
May 1752, during which Time he was vifited with 
a fcvere Sicknefc, which had well-nigh put a Period 
to his painful Life 5 but he recovered, and upon his 
Father’s Death in 1752, he returned to IVeJhm, 
where he conftantly refided until Chrijlmas 1758,' 
when he died. 

It muft be acknowledged, that fotne of his firft 
Letters written from College when he was not more 
than twenty Years of Age, either fpeak a Language 
different from free Grace, for which we find he was’ 
afterwards fo powerful an Advocate* or at the leaft 
they treat very confufedly of it 5 and perhaps fame may 
Ciy, why then were they printed? For tnefe two 
plain Reafons, that the Reader may fee and know 
what early and ftrong Impreffions he had of Piety! 
What Love to God! and to his Fellow-Creatures I 
—Though we fay not that like John Baptiff he was 
fan&ified from his Mother’s Womb,’ yet his very 
early Labours for his Saviour, when too many others 
of his Age and Standing, were captivated by their 
Paflions, and fwallowed up by their Lufts, prove to - 
a Demon ftration,- the Do&rine he afterwards taught. 
viz. the Power of redeeming Love: They (hew how 
early the Seeds of Grace were fown in his Heart}. 
and when they lode forward, they may obferve from 




* Vol. I. Letter LXII 1 . Page 234. 
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Vvhat fmall Sparks of Light and Grace the Holy 
Spirit hath gradually taught him*-', and led him, as 
it were by the Hand, into the full and holy Liberty 
of the Children cf God. When but twenty-one 
Years of Age, we find him afraid of Fraile and fly-* 
ing from it, when others would be courting it: For 
having wrote fome Vcrfes to a Relation which went 
greatly commended, he heartily willies f he never 
4 iad wrote a Line of Poetry in his Life: And he 
\jyrote upon another Occafion % expreftly blaming a 
l-iiwod for praifing him; and again Page ct?g. he 
fays, “ you have paid me an obliging Compliment; 
“ beg of the blelled God, dear Sir, that I may not 
“ be puft up with vain Conceit of niyfclf, or my 
“ Writings." 

From the reading of thefe familiar Letters, which 
is in a Manner liftening to the Writer, and hearing 
his Thoughts, v/e mav learn, that by Nature, “ his 
“ Heart was hard as the Flint, and his Hands te- 
“ nacious even to Avarice,” thole are the Words j|. 
Yet; (lee the Power of that free Grace, which living 
and dying he adored) he became a bright Example 
of univetftd Charity §. 

His great Humility and Diffidence of his own 
Judgment and Learning, appear in many of his Let¬ 
ters ; in one, which is far from being contemptible 
either for Style or Argument, he injoins his Friend 
to return his Letter immediately to him, that it 
might never appear; yet his Friend got the better of 
that Modefty and obtained Leave to keep it, to which 
is owing the Publication of that now, which Mr. 
Hervey at the. Time of writing it, defiled might 
never fee the Light. 

Another lnftance, and a ftriking one,we may meet 
with, Vol. I. Page 167, where anfwering the Ob- 

* Ifai. liv. 13. John vi. 45. f Vol. I. Letter III. Pageo. 
3 Vol. I. Page 1(14. i| Vol. I. Page 165. ^ See his late 

Page xix. and Vol, I. Page 16;;, aij, £?c. 

Vol. I. d jcffier.s 
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je&ions pf a Lady to the Miracle which Chrift 
wrought at the Marriage of Cana in Galilee, he 
fays, “ I have neither Strength of Mind nor Soli- 
“ dity of Judgment, fufficient to conduit the Pro- 
“ cedure of an Argument,” £ 5 V. 

As the Love of God was fhqd abroad in his Heart, 
it produced an ardent Defire to promote the Caufc 
of Christ Jesus and of his Religion. Andwhdn 
he found himfelf bowed down with the Spirit of'. 
Weaknefs and Infirmity, he was apt to fear left hr' 
fhould d'j'gracc the Gofpel in his languiihing Mo¬ 
ments*; he earneftly prayed to God, and defired 
others to unite in the fame Petition, that he might 
pot thus dijhamur the Caufe of Christ. And his, 
and their Prayers were heard; for, notwithftanding 
his lingering Weaknefs and depreft Spirits, which 
at length gave him up into the Hands of Death, yet 
he triumphed over his Fears, he triumphed over the 
grand Tempter and Adverfary of Souls. 

His Willingnefs to have his Writings corrected, 
by every judicious Friend, and his Thaukfulnefs in 
receiving their Criticifms, appear throughout all his 
Letters written to his learned Correfpondents, a Spe-* 
cimen of it you may fee, Vol. 1 . Page 226 t« His 
earneft Defire to prefer his Friend’s Opinion to his 
own; or in other Words, his humble Opinion of 
his own Judgment and Powers in Argumentation, 
tnakes lhm ever requefting, “ pray ufe freely the 

Pruning-Hook,” fsV. it may fcem a Wonder, 
therefore, that he ihould eyer under thefe difeourag- 
ing Thoughts of himfelf, write at all, cfpecially fo 
much as he has done; confidering hp was no more 
than five and forty when he died, and that the firft of 
his Works was publiihed when he was thirty-three. 
~Perhaps the Reader might be almoft tempted to 
fufpeit, that his Humility was affected, and that 

* VoJ. I. Page *63. f See alfo Vol. II. Page 22, and csG. 
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Pride lurked under that fair Garment: But Hypo- 
fcrify dwelt not in him; he wrote under all that 
Weaknefs, ahd under all thofe Fears, becaufc he 
tfcred not be fflent; the Caufe of God and T ruth 
was piiblickly attacked; the Caufe of his Mailer wasV 
Oppofed, and he, as a faithful Watchman, was com¬ 
pelled, however weak in Body, however Unequal he 
thought himfelf to the Tafk, he was compelled to 
cry aloud and fp'are not; and therefore he wrote not 
from Pride, or from Avarice, but from Confcicnce, 
arid'ScSenfe of Duty; and this the intelligent and 
candid Reader will eafily perteive from many of his 
Letters. 

At a Time when Infidelity and Depravity pfevail- 
id, and when it was became almOft fafhionable to 
flanderand fpeak Evil of Perfons; depreciating ano¬ 
ther’s Reputation in order to raife or eftablifh our 
own, we find Mr. Hervcy making it a Rule to {ingle 
out the beft Things he had heard of his Neighbour, 
and carefully avoiding even to hint any Thing which, 
might be the Caufe of propagating a Rumour * to 
his Detriment; Or to difclofe a Secret, which might 
be injurious to him: Thus careful was he to carry 
into his own Practice the Doctrine he taught, the 
Religion he profeft;—and thus far was he from 
cfpouftng either the Principles or Practices of Ant: ■ 
nomians: His pretended Friends, however, of that 
Stamp, as well as his Adverfaries, have taken much 
Pains to make the World believe, that he in all 
Things agreed with them, that, if poffible, they 
might be thought not to differ from him ; but they 
will find it asimpra£ficable fo raile their Reputation 
upon his, as it will be to reduce hfs Character to a 
Level with their own, fo long as his Works fhall 
five to proclaim his Principles, and a Friend fhall 
remain to declare his truly Chriftian Practices, his 
holy Life and Converfation. 

* Vol, I. Page 218. and Vol. II. Page »8. 
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It cannot but be obicrved, that Mr. Hervey in 
two of his Letters *, has repeated the fame Argu¬ 
ment f in pretty near the fame Words; and perhaps 
this Repetition may difguft the delicate and curious 
Reader , efpeciallv as it returns fo foon as within the 
Compals of thirty Rages; but it is to he confidered, 
that although the Letters follow fo dole, they were 
written at diir'eient Times; the one to aClergymah 
at Lhth in i -43, and the other for the Satisfaction of 
a Lady five \ cars afterwards; and as the Objedion^ 
were the fame from both, Mr. Hervey had a. Right 
fo return each of them the fame Aniwer; and the 
Reafon of their being printed fo near together was, 
bccaufe the l etter of the earlieft Date came not to 
our Hands till after the other was printed off; and 
bccaufe the Editor could not prevail with himlelf to 
leas e fo valuable a Letter as the latter out of the 
prefent Collection. 

The Reader will plcafc to affix what Senfe he 
thinks mod proper to the Epithet tw«£u; (fee Vol. II, 
Rage 90.) which upon a Statue of Sennacherib 
might admit of different Interpretations, though Mr. 
Hervey % Meaning, as he refers to Dr. Doddridge’s 
Picture at the fame Time, is pretty plain. 

Mr, Hervey , Vol. II. Letter XCV 1 . Page 277. 
has quoted a Railage from Dr. Bates’s Final Hap- 
piihji of Man :—A Trad, which was at firft pub- 
Jilhed as a complete Piece by itfelf, in a thinOdavo 
Volume: But fomc Time afterwards the Dodtor 
wrote on the four laft Things, viz. Death, Judg¬ 
ment, Heaven, and Hell; and then wove that former 
Tract, into this latter Work : So /hat the fame 
Quotation, as mentioned by Mr. Hervey to have 
been extracted from this Trad, entitled. The final 
Il.fpint/. ; of flan, will likewife lie found in the Duo¬ 
decimo Edition of Dr. Bates' s Four lajl Things, 

* Vol, I, l.c'tcr XL VIII, *nd i,. + Vol. I. Page 171, 193. 
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Page 175; and in the Folio Edition of all his Works, 
Page 466. 

Some Miftakcs the Printer has made in the He¬ 
brew Quotations, which the Editor, as he lived at a 
great Diftance from the Prefs, could not poffibly 
prevent or alter; the learned Reader whom this can 
alone affect, is defired to confult his Hebrew Bible, 
a*s the pointing out every Miftake of this Sort in a 
'<Table of Errata, would be a very troublcfome and 
' \unpleafing Labour. 

I uyift once more trefpate on my Reader’s Pati¬ 
ence, as I cannot conclude without expreffing my 
Hopes, that every Perfon of Candour and Judgment 
will make the neceflary Allowances for thofe diffe¬ 
rent States, both of Body and Mind, which one of 
Mr. Herve.fr> weak Conftitution muft have under¬ 
gone in the Space of five and twenty Years/*, during 
which, thefe Letters were wrote.—A manifeft Ine¬ 
quality of Judgment, of Accuracy, and of Style in 
familiar Letters wrote at fuch Diftances, with more 
or lefs Attention and Care, according to the Variety 
of Circumftances which occur, and without the leaft 
Thought of their Publication, will appear; nor can 
it be otherwife expected indeed from any one.— 
Some of the greateft Geniufles of the Age, fuch as 
Pope and Swift t have made their Apology in the 
fame Cafe; and no one I am fure is more j u Pel y in- 
titled to the Indulgence of the Publick, than He > 
whole Letters arc here collected. 

* Namely from J733, to 1758. 


A VIN- 
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Vindication 


OF THE 

Rev. Mr. JAMES HERVET, 


Prom the Aspersions, occafioned by fome 
Particulars in theSupptEMENT to his Life. 


‘t N the Supplement to the Life bf the Rev. Mr. James 
Hervey, prefixed to his Letters, there are fome 
Miftakes in Point of Fail : Two of them of fo im- 
■ portant a Kind, as to afford an Occafion for fome 
very feverc Remarks upon him in the Gentleman 7 s 
Magazine, Augvjl 1760- [See Page 379.] Juftice 
to Truth, to the Publick, and to the Memory of fo 
excellent a Man, makes it neceffary to reprefent 
thofe Farts in a true and adequate Light, as fuch a 
Reprefentation will be a full Vindication of him ; 
and as the Clergyman * of the adjoining Parifh, an 
intimate Friend of the Family, is ready to avow, and 
atteft what is here advanced. An Apology on this 
Occafion to Mr. M——, the Writer of the Supple- 

* Namely the Rev. Mr. Willis, Reflor of Lillie Billing near 
Kcfthampton — a Gentleman of unqueflionable Veracity, and 
nueh refp«£lcd in tliar Neighbourhood. 


ment 
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merit is entirely needlefs, as he, from the fame Zeal 
for Truth and for the Chara&er of the late pious 
and amiable Deceased, cannot but be highly pleafed 
to fee himfelf fet right with regard to fuch Miftakes, 
as he was undcfignedly led into, merely for want of 
more exa£l Information, having received his Intelli¬ 
gence from a curfory Inquiry of Mr. Hervcy’s Mother, 
- whofe advanced Years may excufe any little Defects 
lin her Memory} and her Daughter being then in 
Berkfinre. 

But. previous to any Animadvcrfions on the Sup¬ 
plement, it cannot be improper, for the Sake of Ac¬ 
curacy, though in Particulars of much lefs Confe- 
quence, to take this Opportunity of correcting two 
Paflages in the Life itfelf, written by Dr. Birch, 
The firft is p. vi. where Mr. Hervey is faid to have 
refided in the Univerfity [of Oxford] feven Tears. 
But his Refidence there appears not to have been 
above five. The other is in p. vii. where, as well 
as in the Supplement, p. lxii. it feems to be implied, 
that upon his Entrance into holy Orders, he became 
Curate to his own Father \ whereas he went immedi¬ 
ately after his Ordination, to officiate in that Capa- 
city at Dummer in Hampjhire *. 

To proceed to the chief Object about which the 
Publick has this Trouble. In the Supplement, p. lxi. 
is the following Paflago: 

“ While Mr. Hervey was at Lincoln College, he 
“ had a fmall Exhibition of about 20/. a Year; and 
. “ when he was ordained, his Father prefled him very 
“ much to take fome Curacy, in or near Oxford, 
•“ and to.hold his Exhibition ; but this he would by 
“ no Means comply with, thinking it an Injuftice 
“ to detain it after he was in Orders, from another 
“ Perfon who might more want the Benefit of that 

* His Vth Letter, Vol. I. p. ib. is dated from Dummer , 
May 7, 1737. 

Pro- 
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Provifion : After mentioning this Circumftance, 
“ fome^ perhaps, may think it ftrange, rhathefhould 
“ accept the two Livings of IVcJlon and Coliingtree, 
“ and hold them during his Life. But we can ajfure 
“ the Reader, that it ivas very far from being his 
*' Choice ; and it was what for a tong “Time he had rc- 
“ fifed to do. He was determined againft being ( a 
“ Pluralift, and notwithftanding his Father kept him 
“ at Oxford, with a Defign that he fiiould take his 
“ Degree of Malter of Arts, and conifantly urged 
“ him to do it, yet he could not he perfuaded to 
“ yield to fuch a Requeft *, though he was of a fuffi- 
“ cient Standing to have took the fame-, looking upon 
“ that Step as a Qualification, intended for his fu- 
“ ture holding both his Father’s Livings.” 

'Fhe real State of this Fail is thus delivered upon 
the Knowledge of Mr. Hcrvey' s Friend, the Rcdtor 
of Little Billing , referred to above. 

Soon after Mr. Hcrvey was 'entered of Lincoln 
College , he was, by the Favour of Dr. Eufebius IJham , 
the worthy Re dor, appointed to one of the Exhibi¬ 
tions of 20 /. per Ann. founded in that College, by 
that munificent Encourager of Learning, Nathaniel, 
Lord Crew, Bilhop of Durham ; the Benefit of which 
he enjoyed, till entering into Orders f under Dr. 
'John Potter, then Bifhop of Oxford, he immediately 
took his Name out of the College Book, and retired 
to a Curacy at Dummcr in Hampjhirc. He left his 
Exhibition therefore of courfc, not for any Scruple 
of Confidence, as looking on it as a Plurality, but 
becaufe he could not hold it any longer. He went 
to the Univerfity with a Defign to be a Pluralift; and 

* He had not performed any one Exercife towards his 
Mailer’s Degree, and had put his Name out of the College- 
Book, before he was of fufficient Standing to have taken that 
Degree. 

i Mr. Hcrvey 's letter of Deacon’s Orders, bears Date Sun¬ 
day the 13th Day of September, 1736. 


for 
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for that Purpofe was entered on the Law Line* and 
at fottr Years Standing put on the Civilian’s Gown, 
with a full Defign of proceeding in Civil Law; but, 
when he purpofed to take Orders, he was informed, 
that by the Rules of the College, the Society would 
not grant a Teftimonial, unlefs the Candidate for 
Orders had taken a Batchelor of Arts Degree. He 
was therefore obliged to change his Faculty of Civil 
Law, and proceed ift Arts. 

In the Supplement , p. lxi, . lxii. it is affirmed, that 
“ When his Father died, he remained determined 
“ to have JVefion-Favell only, and this he frequently 
“ declared to his Family and Friends, and refufed to 
“ accept of Collingtree, or to qualify himfelf for the 
“ fame; infomuch, that it was in Danger of lapfmg 
“ to the Bijhop* ; but at length, through the earneft 
** and conftant Intreaties of his Family and his 
“ Friends, who unknown to him, had fent to, and 
“ procured from Oxford , the neccflary Certificate 
“ of his being compleat Batchelor of Arts, in. order 
“ to his taking his Matter’s Degree at Cambridge , he 
“ was, after much Importunity, prevailed on to 
“ comply with their Requefts, hoping thathe might 
“ be thereby enabled to do fo much the more Good. 
“ And when he waited upon the then Bifhop of 
“ Peterborough for Inttitution to Goilingfket-,-which 
“ was near fix Months after he hail been? ihdtifl&Finto 
*i Wefion t, he faid to him, I fuppofe your Lordfhip 
“ will be furprized to fee James Heivey come to 
tl defire your Lordfhip to permit him to be a Plu- 

* Mr. Hcrvty 's Father died the sth Day of May 1-752 ; and 
the Inftrument of Mr. Hervey’s Inliiturion to Collingtree, i« 
dated the 6th Day of Augujl 1752 j fo that there was no Danger 
of the Living lapfmg till three Months afterward, wanting one 
Day. 

t Mr. Hirvey’s Inftrument of Inftttutiqn to Wejton-Favdl, 
bears Date the 29th of May 1752 ; and he was inducted the 
4th of Time; how can the Editor make it near fix Months from 
thd 4 th of June to the 6th of Augnjit 

Vo L. I. e “ ralitt, 
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** ralift, hut I aflfure you I do it tofatisfy the repeat* 
“ ed Solicitations of my Mother and my Sifter^ and 
“ not to jdeafe myfelf, or to that effect.” ' 

In order to give the Publick a juft Notion of this 
Fa£f, which is here very imperfedtly related, Re- 
courfe muft again be had to the Account given of it 
by the fame Friend and Neighbour of Mr. Hervey^ 
long and intimately acquainted with his Family/ 
This Gentleman often took Occafion to difeourfe , 
with Mr. Hervey, during the Life-time of his Father, 
upon the Subject of Pluralities ; and he never expref- 
fed to him the leaf} Diflike to it: He once faid to 
him, “ I am ready and willing to go to Oxford , and 
“ keep Terms, do my Exercife, and take my Maf- 
“ ter’s Degree, if my Father will bear my Charges 
and this Friend earneftiy prefled his Father to do fo: 
But he refufed, faying, ho would have had his Son 
continue in the Univcrflty, when he was there, and 
he would willingly have been at the Fxpencc|j 
“ but now, fays he , he has Money enough of his 
“ own (for an Edition or two of his Meditations had 
“ been fold off*) and therefore I think I may be 
“ cxcufcd.” When his Father’s Health vifibly 
declined, many People faid, That Mr. Hervey % 
Confidence would not let him hold two Livings; and 
when, his Friend and Neighbour mentioned the 
Report to him, he took him by the Hand and faid, 

“ My dear Friend, 1 am fo far from having any 
“ Scruple about holding two Livings, that if the 
“ Law would allow of it, I would hold four ; for I 
“ think 1 could provide that they ihould be well 
“ taken care of f.” 

After 

* Tte lUader ought to be reminded on this Occafion, of 
what is nwntioued in his Life , p. xxxi. that the whole Profits of 
thatrjloak, amounting to about yool. were employed by Mr. 
Hetjtyin Charity. 

f Mfr. Hervey expreffed himfelf to the fame Purpofe to his 
o«fiVBrother, Mi. IViUisw Hervey, Wine-Merchant, in Miles’>- 

Lane, 
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After his Father’s Death, his ill Health made him 
very indifferent as to Preferment; and his Family 
and. Friends were obliged to be as preffing to make 
him take his firjl , as his fecond Living; and the Rea- 
fon why he was fo long, before he took it, was, be- 
caufe there was fo much to be done to qualify him 
for it: It was owing entirely to the Weaknefs of his 
.B’ody *, that he was unwilling to take Journies to 
Cambridge for a Matter’s Degree, to Lambeth for a 
Difpenfation, and to Peterborough for Inftitution j 
and if the Living had been fo near lapfing before he 
determined to take it, as is reprefented in the Editor’s 
Supplement, it mutt inevitably have lapfed before he 
had finifhed half his Journey. With regard to the 
Speech he is recorded to have made to the Bifhop, 
can any one entertain fo bafe an Opinion of Mr. 
Hervey , as to think, he would come before his 
Lordfnip, and fay, “lam doing a Thing, which 
“ my Soul f abhors;” for fure 1 am, his Soul ab¬ 
horred 


line, London-, td his Sifter, lately married to the Rev. Mr. 
Robrrt Knight, the late Reflor of WeJion-FaveU-, and to fe- 
veral others. From the latter Words, however, no candid Pcr- 
fon will fuppofc, that fo charitable a Man as Mr. Hervey could 
mean, that he would take to himfelf the Revenues of four 
Livings. 

* To corroborate the Truth of this, I would beg Leave to 
call in one Witnefs, and that is the Rev. Mr. James Hervey, 
who, in a Letter to his Mother, [Vol. II. Letter XV. p. 20.] 
juft a Month before his Father’s Death, and only four Months 
• before his Inftitution to Collingtree, tells her, “ I have, in Obc- 
“ dience to your Orders, put my Affairs in Readinefs to leave 
,« the City, but hope there will be no'Occafion for fuch a 
“ fpeedy Removal.—But if I Ihould come, alas! what.can I 
« do ? My Weaknefs is inconceivable, none can know it but 
“ the all-fcarching God. I am evidently worfe, nay/ the 
“ milder Weather is advancing.” 

+ ’Tis juftly obferved in the Gentleman's Magazine, “ Tlat 
<< it muft be acknowledged by Mr. Hervey't Friends, that if 
“ it was wrong to become a Pluralift topleafe himfelf. it was 
“ equally wrong to become a Pluralift to pleafe his Mother and 

*• Sifter,” 
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horred to do any Thing, which his Confciencc fug-> 
gefted to him, was not Itridtly right. The Meaning 
of his Speech (which by the bye had better not have 
been printed) was, “ When l ’waited on your Lord - 
** {hip about two Months ago, I had fo much the 
** Appearance of a dead Corpfe, that you will be 
« furprized to fee me in the Land of the Living, and 
“ coming to take a fecond Preferment; to which l 
** am induced, not by an inordinate Defire of 
“ Wealth, but of fubfifting my Family * comfortably, 
“ and of being as extenfively ufeful as poflible.” 

It is hoped, that thefe Fafls and Dates will be fuf- 
ficient to vindicate Mr. Httvry from any Mifcon- 
ftruftion, which may be put upon his Conduct. 

. through the Mijlakes (undoubtedly involuntary) of 
' the Writer of the Supplement ; and to prove, that he 
had not loft Sight of that Text of our Lord, “ He, 
“ that lavcth Pother or Mother more than me, is not 
** worthy of me." Matt. x. 37 . 

“ Sf/lcr;'' (for il is averted in the Editor’s Supplement, that at 
tkrir Solicitations he became a Pluralifl, contrary to his own 
Sentiments.) 

* The clear Income of the two Livings (Taxes, Repairs, 
(Sc. deduced) cannot reafunably be computed at more than 
t6o l. a Year, out of which Sum a Curate was to be paid:—And 
fo far was Mr. Heruey from objefling to Pluralities, that, fomc 
Years after he had taken the two Family Livings, he declared, 
“ He was glad it had been in his Power to be a Pluralifl, as he 
“ plainly uw, that if his ill Health had afaoally prevented the 
11 requifite Journies for his taking this ftcend Living, that his 
“ Family mult have been diftrtffea for want of if; fo much did 
“ thc\r metffaty Expences, though noOeconomy was wanting, 
“ exceed hie Suppofitionj.’’—The Money arifing from the 
Profits of his Writings, he had devoted to charitable Ufes; and 
he would have fuffered any Hard (hips, rather than have applied' 
it to his own Ufa As a Proof of whieh( fee Page lxxiv. of this 
Vindication) he chofe rather to go without his Mafier’s Degree, 
than to break id upon this Sum, when his Father refuted to 
bear the Expcnce, as hir Sod had this Money uflrij own. 


LET 



LETTERS 


OF THE LATE 


Reverend Mr. H E R V E Y, 


LETTER I. 

TO HIS SISTER. 

Lincoln College , Ox on. Sept. 16, 1733. 

Dear SiJIer, 

W A S there any Occafion to apologize for 
the ferious Purport of this, it would be 
fufficient to direct you to the Date and 
the Time of its inditing; but I promife myfelf that 
to you any thing of this Nature will be unneccfiary: 
For though we are in the very Prime and Spring of 
our Years, ftrongly difpofed to admire, and perfectly 
capacitated to relilh the Gaieties of Youth j yet we 
have been inured to moderate the Warmth of our 
Appetites, accuftomed to anticipate in our Minds 
the Days of Darknefs, and inccffantly difciplined 
into a Remembrance of our Creator. For my Part, 
I find no Seai'on fo proper to addrcfs one of the 
Vol. I. B principal 
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principal Sharers of my Heart, one of my neareft 
and deareft Relations, as that I have at prefent chofe 
and made ufe of, when cither an univerfa! Silence 
compofes the Soul, and calms every turbulent Emo¬ 
tion, or the Voice of Joy and Giadnefs fpeaking 
through eeleftial Mufick, invites to adore the W on- 
ders of our Redeemer’s Love touches upon the 
Strings of the fofteft Paflions, and infpires the moll, 
lvvect, moll tender Sentiments. 

As I was the other Day traverfing the Fields in 
quell of Health, I obferved the Meads to have loft 
'that Profufion of fragrant Odours which once per¬ 
fumed the Air, to be difrobed of that rich Variety of 
curious Dyes, which furpall'ed even Solomon in all his 
Glory. • Not a fingle Flower appears to gladden the 
Sight, to befpangle the Ground, or enamel the bar¬ 
ren Landfchape. The Clouds that ere long dillil- 
lcd in Dews of Honey, or poured themfelves forth in 
Showers of Fatnefs, now combine in Torrents to 
Overflow the lifelefs Earth, to bury or fweep away all 
■ the faint Foot-fteps of ancient Beauty. The Hills 
that were crowned with Corn, the V allies that laughed 
and fung under Loads of golden Grain; in a Word, 
the whole Face of Nature, that fo lately rejoiced 
for the Abundance of her Plenty, is become bare, 
naked, and difconfolate. As I was continuing my 
Walk, and muling on this joylefs Scene, methought 
the fudden Change exhibited a lively Picture of our 
frail and tranfitory State ; methought every Objcft 
that occurred IcetneJ filently to forewarn me of my 
own future Condition. 

I dwelt on thefe Confiderations till they ferment¬ 
ed in my Fancy, and worked themfelves out in 
fuch-like Exprellions. “ What! mull wc undergo 

fo grievous an Alteration r We, whofe fprighuy 
“ Blood circulates in brilkeft Tides ! We, who 
“ arc the Favourites of T ime, on whom Youth, 
“ and Health', and Strength, fired,their (elected in- 

“ fluence! 
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n fluer.cc ! We, who are fo apt to look upon our- 
“ felvcs as exempt from Care, or Pain«, or Trou- 
“ blcs, and privileged to drink in the Sweets of 
“ Life without Reftraint, without Alloy ! Muft 
“ we forego the Sunfliine of our Li 'oymcnts for any 
<c thing refembling this mclanchob' Gloom ! Muft 
“ the iparkling Eye fet in haggard Dimnefs ? The 
“ lovely Features and glowing Cheeks be obfeured 
“ by pale Deformity? Muft foft and gay Deftrcs 
“ be banifhed from our Breafts, or Mirth and J ol- 
“ lity from our Converfation ? Mull the Vigour of 
“ our Age fall away like Water that ru:m< th apace, 
“ and the blifsfu! Minutes of the Prime of our Years 
“ vanifh like a Dream ? If this be our Cafe, in vain 
“ fure do vye boaft our fuperior Felicity, in vain do 
“ wc glory in being the Darlings of Heaven. The 
“ inanimate Creation droop indeed, ficken and Ian- 
“ guifh, for a time, but quickly revive, rejoice, 
“ and again fhine forth in their brighteft Luftre: 
“ ’tis true, they rclinquilh, at the Approach of 
“ Winter, their verdant Honours, but reft fully fure 
“ of receiving them with Intcrcll from the fuccccd- 
“ ing Spring. But Man, when he has puffed the 
“ Autumn of his Maturity, when he has ohcc re- 
“ figned himfelf into the cold Embraces of Age, 
“ bids a long, an eternal Adieu to all that’s fcnter- 
“ taining, amiable, or endearing ; no pleafing F.x- 
“ pe&ations refrefh his Mind ; not the le-afi Dawq- 
“ ings of Hope glimmc.r in to qualify the darkfome 
“ Looking-for of Death.” 

vl had not long indulged tbefe bitter Reflections, 
before I efpied a Remedy for thofe fore Evils which 
occafioned them. Though I perceived all our paf- 
fxonate Delight to be Vanity, and the iffue of them 
Vexation of Spirit, yet I faw like wife' that Virtue 
was fubftantial, and her Fruits Joy and Peace ; that 
though all Thirigs came to -art End, the Ways ot 
Wifdom were exceeding broad. The Seeds of Piety, 
B 2 if 
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if impianted in our tender Breafts, duly cherifted, 
and conftantly cultivated, will bud and bloffom even 
in the Winter of our Days; and when white and 
red fhall be no more; when all the outward Em- 
bellilhments of our little Fabric fhall difappear, this 
will {fill flourilh in immortal Bloom. To walk 
humbly with our God, dutifully with our Parents, 
and charitably with all, will be an inexhauftible 
Source of never-ceafing Comforts. What, though 
we {hall fometimes be unable to hear the Voice of 
finging Men and finging Women; though all the 
Senfes prove falfe to their Trulf, and refufe to be 
any longer Inlets of Pleafure 5 'tis now, dear Sifter, 
’tis now in our Power to make fuch happy Provi- 
fions, as even then, in thofe forlorn Circumftances, 
may charm our Memories with ravifliing Recollec¬ 
tions, and regale all our Faculties with the continual 
Feaft of an applauding Confcience. What fweet 
Complacency, what unfpeakable Satisfaction {hall 
we reap from the Contemplations of an uninterrupt¬ 
ed Series of fpotlefs Actions! No prefent Uncafi- 
nefles will prompt us impatiently to wifh for Diilb- 
lution, nor anxious Fears for Futurity make us im¬ 
moderately dread the impending Stroke; all will be 
calm, cafy and ferene; all will be foothed by this 
precious, this invaluable Thought, that by Reafon 
of the Meeknefs, the Innocence, the Purity, and other 
Chriftian Graces which adorned the fcveral Stages 
of our Progrcfs through the World, our Names and 
our Aflics will be embalmed, the Chambers of our 
Tomb confecrated into a Paradife of Reft, and our 
Souls, white as our Locks, by an eafy Tranfition, 
become Angels of Light. 

I am, with Love to my Brother, 

Dear Sifter, 

Your molt affectionate Brother, 
James Hervey. 
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LETTER II. 

TO HIS SISTER. 

Lincoln College., Oxon. March 28, 1734.' 

Dear Sifter, 

T T is now a confiderable Time fince I enjoyed the 
1 true and real Pleafure of your Company. 1 fay 
true and real, becaufe my Fancy has often took its 
Flight to Hardingfton , and delighted itfelf with the 
imaginary Converfation of you and my other dear 
Relations; I have frequently recolledted, and as it 
were adted over again in my Mind, the many pleaf- 
ing Hours we have fpent together in reading holy 
and edifying Books, or difeouriing on pious and ufe- 
ful Subjects. And methinks I fhould have been ex¬ 
ceeding glad to have had the Satisfadtion yet more 
improved, by receiving a Letter from you; which 
I am fure would have been full of the moft tender 
Endearments of Love "and Affedtion, and I hope 
would not have wanted Expreffions of true Religion 
and V irtue; and could I but once fee that, could 
I but obferve ourfelves not only dwelling together 
in Unity, but travelling Hand in Hand towards the 
heavenly Jerufalem, mutually encouraging and affift- 
ing one another to fight the good Fight, to lay hold 
on eternal Lite, then fhould I greatly rejoice, then 
fhould I begin to live. 

I hope I may now congratulate.your perfect Re¬ 
covery ; however I am certain there is great Reafon 
for Congratulation on Account of your being fo 
choice a Favourite of Heaven as your frequent Sick* 
neffes, and often Infirmities fpeak you to be. Our 
gracious Father, though an indulgent Lover of all 
Mankind, jeems to watch over you with more than 
B 3 ordinary 
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ordinary Care and Concern, to be extremely Je- 
iirous, nav, even felicitous for your Salvation. How 
does his (joodnefs endeavour by the repeated, though 
lighted: Strokes.affus Rod, to cure whatever is dis¬ 
ordered, to redify whatever is amirs in you ? How 
ftudioufiy docs he feck by laying you op a lick Bed, 
to make you fee yourfelf and all Tilings elfe in a 
true and proper light: to point out to you your 
Frailties anil Follies, your darling Lulls, and the 
Sins that do rtibft eafily befet you ; to convince you 
that you are only a Sojourner here upon Earth, your 
“Rody a poor frail and corruptible Houle of Clay, 
tout Soul a bright, glorious, and immortal Being, 
that is hailing to the Friiition of God, and to Man¬ 
sions of eternal Rell J to difcover to you the Vanity, 
'Mc.uiiiefc, and contemptible Littlenefs of this World, 
and the Wo; rii, the Importance, and amazing Great- 
~ncft of the next. Do not then hold out againlt thefe 
kind Calls to Repentance and Amendment; do not 
refill fuch earncll Importunities, fuch fweet Solici- 
’titiolis. But fuffcr yourfelf by this loving Correc¬ 
tion to be made great: great in Humility, Holinefs, 
and Happinefs. Humble yourfelf under the mighty 
Hand of God; and by a hearty Sorrow for your 
pall Faults, and a firm Refolution of Obedience for 
the future ; let this fatherly Chaftifement bring forth 
In yop the peaceable Fruits of RightcoufneJs. Oh ! 
let us dreac, let us tremble, to reject any longer the 
Tenders of Grace, left we awake at length his Jflf- 
tice, and draw down Vengeance upon ourfelves: 
left our Vifitation be not in Love and with Kind- 
nefs, but in heavy Difpleafore and with Fury poured 
.out: left his next ©ifpenfation be not a merciful 
Severity, but Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation 
and Anguifh: • •' • 

'Sure 1 can't-but stdtriite that adbrable Wifdom 
has contrived all Things f© evidently and fo 
to your Advantage ! your late-Illtiefs has,-I 
i ■* * . doubt 
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doubt not, begot in you ferious Thoughts and holy 
Difpofitions, and thefe I flattermylclf will be nou- 
rifhed by the Reception of the bldTcd Sacrament the 
following Eajier. Let us, dear Sifter, break off 
our Sins by Repentance—Let us amend our Lives, 
and begin from this very Inftant to deny all Ungod- 
linefs and worldly Lulls, and live foberly, righte- 
oufly, and godly in the prefent World. So fhall 
we anfwcr the good Ends df our Sicknefs—So fhall 
we be meet Partakers of thofe holy Myfteries here, 
and enjoy an Inheritance amongft the Saints jn 
Light hereafter—And now I can’t but acquaint you 
how carneftly I wiflted lhat you. arid others of my 
Neighbours (with whom I have difeourfed upon this 
Subjed) were giving devout Attendance to the 
Prayers and Praifes that were offered up laft Mon¬ 
day in your Church, as likewife how 1 ftiould re¬ 
joice with exceeding great Joy, to hear that both 
you and they continue ftedfaft, or rather abound 
more and more in the Practice of this and fuch other 
religious Duties. And if you think the Defire of my 
Heart, and the Longings of my Soul are of any 
Weight with any of them, pray let them know how 
I hope, defire, and pray that we may be worthy Com¬ 
municants, by an immediate forfaking of all wicked 
Ways and a thorough Amendment, as well as an 
unfbaken Refolution to perfevere and advance in that 
Amendment. 

My kind Refpe&s to all that you fhall (hew or 
read this Letter to, defire them not to forget me in 
their Prayers: let ** and ** know that I often 
think of them, and hope they fometimes remember 
me, and the Words that I have often fpoke to them. 

I am, &c. 

Jam£s H*rvey. 

B* EE T- 
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LETTER III. 


Lincoln College , Oxon. May 2, 1734. 

Dear Z\Jier y 

■pINDING myfelf in a writing Humour, and 
-*• remembering that I had formerly promifed you 
an entertaining Prefent, and being fcnfible of the 
Decency of introducing it with an Epiftle; upon 
thefe Accounts I again let Pen to Paper and addfefs 
you, notwith{landing you have fo very lately re¬ 
ceived a Letter from me. By an ufefully entertain¬ 
ing Prelent, I mean fuch an one as will improve and 
edify at the fame Time that.it diverts and delights ; 
as will not only make you eafy to yourfelf and agree¬ 
able to others, but alfo good and holy and wife unto 
Salvation. Now I fcarce know any human Com- 
pofition more likely to promote thefe excellent Pur- 

E 'fes than this Poem of Dr. Youngs on the Laft 
ay. For being in Verfc, and fet off with all the 
Graces of Speech and Thought, it can’t fail of 
charming as well the nice Ear as the found Judg¬ 
ment; and as for the Subject, fure nothing can be 
more prodigioufly pleafing, than to read of that hap¬ 
py Time which (hall be the Beginning of a blifsful 
Eternity; when our Redeemer by his mighty Power 
{hall change our vile Bodies that they may be like 
unto his glorious Body, and trauflate us from a State 
of Corruption in the Grave to Ihine forth as the Sun 
in the Kingdom of our Father. And everyone muft 
own that the moil engaging Perfuafions to Piety and 
Holinefs of Convention are drawn from the Re- 
compence of a future invaluable Reward ; and that 
the nnjft .fovercign.Prefervative again ft all Ungod- 
linefs and worldly Lufts is the Terrours, the iiuup- 
portable Terrours of the Lord. If therefore you 

would 


4 
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would pleafe .yourfelf, refine your Tafte, or have 
the Practice of Religion pleafing, inftead of Plays, 
Ballads, and other corrupt Writings, read this al- 
moft divine Piece of Poetry; read it (as I have done) 
over and over, think upon it, endeavour to digeft 
it thoroughly, and even to get by Heart the moft 
ntoving Pafl'ages, and then 1 trull you will find it 
anl'wer the Ends I purpofe in fending it. 

You will excufe me from exercifing m.y poetical 
Talent, fince there are already two Copies of re¬ 
commendatory Verfes, and bccauie I perceive fuch 
an Attempt will be either very abfurd or very dan¬ 
gerous. For fhould I tack together a few doggrcl 
Rhymes, this,would be an Affront to you j whereas, 
fhould I fucceed fo well as to gain the Applaufe of 
my Readers, ,this I am fure would portend very great 
Harm, if not to you, yet moft certainly tp me. Far 
what can portend greater Harm than the Words of 
Praife j which, though fmoother than Oil, yet be 
they very Swords ? What can be more deftru&ive 
of that humble Mind which was in Chrift Jefiis, that 
meek and lowly Spirit which is in the Sight of God 
of great Price ! 1 am fo far from carrying on my 
verfifying Defigns, that I heartily wifh I had never 
conceived any; that thofe Litres I fent to my Cou- 
fin ***** had either never been made, or that I 
had never beard them commended. Pride and Va¬ 
nity are foolilh and unreafonable in Duft and Afhes, 
*and which is worfe, odious and deteftable before 
infinite Perfe&ion and infinite Power. Oh ! let you 
and I then dread whatever may adminifter Fewel to 
thefe worft of Tempers, more than the Poifon of 
Alps, or die Peftilqnce that walketh in Darknefs. 
Let us pray againft feeking, defiring, or taking Plea- 
fure in the Honour that cometh of Men. And if 
at any Time the flattering Tongue, that Snare of 
Death jhall overtake us, let us inftantly fly unto our 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, and complain unto our God; then let u* 
remember; and remembering, let us acknowledge, 
that we arc nothing, have nothing, and deferve no¬ 
thing but Shame and Contempt, but Mifery and 
Punifhment. 

1 hope you was fo happy as to receive the holy 
Sacrament this Eajlcr , and I beg of you to be fo 
wife as well to underftand and often to confider what 
you then did. We gave up ourfelves, our Souls 
and Bodies, to be a reafonable, holy, and lively Sa¬ 
crifice to God : fo that we muft look upon ourfelves 
as having now no longer any Right or Title to our- 
felves, but as our heavenly Mafter’s foie Property; 
we may not follow our own, but muft do his Will 
in all Things. We undertook to lead a new Life, 
to follow the Commandments of God, and to walk 
henceforth in his holy Ways; and this and what¬ 
ever elfe we promifed at that facred Altar, we muft 
endeavour to perform if we hope to enter into Hea¬ 
ven. Let therefore no Day pafs without refle&ing 
on the folemn Engagement we have made, and 
■without examining whether we have adted up to it. 
Let us not imagine that we did the whole of our 
Duty, when we took the confecrated Elements into 
our Mouths, but be convinced, that we only as it 
were lifted ourfelves afrefti under our Captain’s Ban- 
tier, and that the Service, the Fight againft his and 
pur Enemies is to be hourly renewed* aild conftantly 
maintained even unto Death. 

I am, £tfr. 

James Hervey, 


kET* 
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LETTER IV, 


Dear Sijlcr , 


Oxon. March n, 1735. 


TT’ESTERDAY the Judge came hither, and 
_ To-day the Affizes begin. I fliall go to hear 
the Aflizc Sermon prefently. This can’t but put 
us in mind of that great Account we muft all give 
before the judgment-feat of Chrift, How melan¬ 
choly a Sight is it, to fee a poor Criminal go up to 
the Bar ! All he has is no longer his own; his very 
Life is in the Power of the Magiftrate; and he is 
in great Danger of a fpeedy Death. And if this be 
fo dreadful, how infinitely more dreadful will it be 
to appear before a more ftricf and awful T ribunal ? 
The good Lord grant, that you and 1 may not be 
calf in that tremendous Trial! A Trial that will be 
undergone before Angels and God ; upon the iflue 
of which our eternal Life will depend. Was I to 
wifh a Wifh for the deareft Friend in the World j 
it fhould not be for Gold, or Jewels, or Apparel ; 
thefe Things are fading, and the Fafhion of them 
paffeth away: but it fhould be for a favourable Sen¬ 
tence in that laft and great Day. Will not the 
Archangel Ihortly found the Trump ? Will not all 
the Dead come forth of their Graves, and the An¬ 
cient of Days fit ? How valuable then will an hum¬ 
ble and holy Life be ! If you and I be found with 
the Wedding-garment on, we fhall doubtlefs enter 
into the Joy of our Lord, never to die, never to 
grieve, never to be parted more. But if we fhould 
either of us be negligent in this Matter; if we fhould 
be furprifed without Oil in our Lamps} Oh! the 
Fearfulnefs and Trembling that will come upon us! 
the horrible Dread that will overwhelm us ! to think 
that we muft be for ever fhut out of Heaven, ba¬ 
il ifhed eternally from the Prefence of God, the So¬ 
ciety 
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cicty of Saint?, and the Kulnefs of Joy ! If you or 
I wi re to be torn ft »m our Kindred and our Father’s 
Houle, and hurried away Captive into a foreign 
Country; there to be chained to the Gallies, or 
condemned to the Mines: How would this grieve 
both us and our dear Relations ! how would it pierce 
our Souls as a Sword! If this be fad, (as certainly 
it is) alas! what will it he, to be evcrlaftingly fepa- 
rated by the unpaffablc Gulf? for one to be caught 
up to Heaven, and there to be ever with the Lord ; 
and for the other to be thruft down into Torments, 
and dwell with wailing and gnafhing of Teeth ? 
Dear Sifter, let us confider this ; and give all Dili¬ 
gence to make our Calling and Fiction furc ; that 
when the Changes and Chances of this mortal Life 
are over, wc may meet and live together in Glory 
everlafting. Which is and {hall be the hearty 
Prayer of, 

Your, 

James Hervet. 


LETTER V. 

Good Madam* Dimmer, May 7, 1737. 

T> R A Y be pleafed to caft your Eye to the Bottom, 
and obferve who it is that deftres to befpeak your 
It is one who knows himfclf to have been guilty of 
the moft flighting Behaviour, and to have deferved 
in Return your greateft Dii'dain. If after you per¬ 
ceive his Name to be Hcrvty —that Hcrvey who was 
fo lately and fo long in London without ever waiting 
upon Mrs. ***; without paying his Refpedts to 
her who merits fo much the Eftecm of every Chrif- 
tian; without any thankful Acknowledgment for 
hex kind Willies lb often conceived, and her pre r 

vailing 
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\ vailing Prayers fo often put up in his Behalf.—If, 
Madam, after you are informed of all this, you can 
bear to give the Remainder of the Paper a favour¬ 
able Reading, I fhall not only account myfelf highly 
obliged to your Good-Nature, but when I have an 
Occafion to put up an Affront, and to exercifeFor- 
givenefs, I will think upon it as a Pattern. 

_JDn Sunday I was called out by Pfovidence from 
my own Flock, to preach at two ftrangc Churches. 
They lay at a confiderablc Diftance from each other, 
and from Dumtner ; fo that in palling to them, and 
repairing again to my own Parifh, I travell’d a good 
many Miles. All the Way 1 went along I was en¬ 
tertained in the fineft Manner imaginable; far more 
finely than mine, or, I may venture to fay, than 
any Words can deferibe. I wifh I had the glowing 
Colours, the accurate Pencil, and the mafterly Ge¬ 
nius of fome firft-rate Painter, that I might draw 
out, with as little Injuftice as poflible, the lovely 
Landfchape, and make a Prefent, in fome Degree, 
worthy your Acceptance. The Air was in its beft 
Temperament; neither fo hot as to enfeeble or 
difpirit, nor fo cold as to caufe any uneafy Chillnefs. 
it was fit to recommend and fet off the moft agree¬ 
able Objects, and to be the Vehicle of Perfumes, 
not much inferior to Myrrhe, Aloes, and Caffia. 
I was in Company with a Gentleman of a clear 
Underftanding, and a tolerable Share of reading; 
he had feen much of the World, and had a very deep 
piercing Infight into Things; he could talk judi- 
cioufly upon moft Topicks, and would fometimes 
beftow fome Hints upon religious ones. So that 
when I was difpofed for Converfation, I could have 
immediate Recourfe to one, who would refine my 
Tafte, and improve my Judgment, if not minifter 
Grace to my Heart. The Face of the Skies alfo 
confpired to render every Profpedt compleatly plea- 
fajit, it was decked and diverfified with filver-like 

Clouds j 
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Clouds; not fuch as were charged with heavy Rains,/' 
but fuch as prevented the Annoyance of one conti¬ 
nued Glare, and changed the Sunihine frequently 
for a welcome Shade ; fuch as ferved for a Foil to 
the unfullied etherial Blue. Thus did God order all 
Circumftanccs fo as to render our Ride exceedingly 
delightful. At our firft fetting out, we went over 
IVrong Ground; where no Seed was Town, and fo 
no Fruit could grow. Its Ufeleffnefs was not owing 
to any Defeat in Point of Fertility, but to a Want 
of being matured. 

Is not this the Cafe of many immortal Souls, who 
are born with blefied Difpofttions, and bid fair for 
becoming eminent Saints, but are loll and fpoiled 
for want of Care and Inftruftion ? Oh ! for faithful 
Shepherds to feek them, for induftrious Hufband- 
men to cultivate them ! Send Lord a Plenty of fuch 
to work in thy Vineyard, and to watch over thy 
Sheep ! This coarfe Beginning, though it had no 
Form nor Comelinefs in itfelf, yet tended to give 
an additional Verdure to the fucceeding Scenes. So 
the bottomlefs Pit and the unquenchable Fire, though 
infinitely formidable, will create in the Elect a more 
tafteful Relifh and Enjoyment of their heavenly Fe¬ 
licity. We made more Hafte than ordinary to get 
away from this barren Spot. For why fhould any 
one tarry in fuch a Place, or frequent fuch an Ac¬ 
quaintance, where all that occurs is vain and unpro¬ 
fitable ? Where nothing truly beneficial can either 
be imparted or acquired ? The fooner we are deli« 
vered from fuch a Situation, the better; no Depar¬ 
ture can be abrupt, no Flight precipitate. When 
we were advanced a little farther, we entered upon 
a large Enclofure. Here were all the Footfteps of 
a commendable and fuccefsful Induftry. The Wheat 
was In the Blade, and fprang up with a pignteous 
Inqrafe, and in goodly Array. It was not choak- 
ed with Weeds, nor embarraifed With Thiftles, but 
. . like 



[ 15 1 

like a clean and even Mantle covered the Plain ; a 
prefcnt Credit, and likely to be a future Comfort to 
its Owner. This fuggefted to me the Value of a 
diligent Hand, that Portion which it is in every 
one’s Power to bequeath to himfelf. All the Affairs 
of the Slothful are like the Mountains of Gilboa , on 
wdiich there was no Dew, neither Rain, nor Fields 
of' Offerings. But where there is Prudence and 
Difcretion to contrive, and a fteady Fervour to ex¬ 
ecute, there whatfoever is undertaken will, in all 
Probability, profpcr. By a Spirit of Management, 
even the Wildcrncfs may be brought to bud and 
blofibm as a Role: and was there fitch a Spirit in 
the Profell'ors of Religion, it would prompt them to 
be, like Donas, full of good Works; or, like the 
great Apoftle, continually afpiring after frefh and 
higher Meafures of Perfection. We Ihould be fru¬ 
gal of our Time, careful of all our Talents, and 
moft laudably covetous of every Grain of Improve¬ 
ment in Piety. We held on our Courfe, admiring 
Hill as we went, the teeming Ec;:h, the infant 
Corn, and the pregnant Promifcs of a prodigious 
Harveft. This led me to mufe upon one of the dif- 
tinguifhing DoCtrines of Chriftianity, I mean the 
general Refurrection. It convinced me how per¬ 
fectly poffible it is with God to raiie the Dead ; it 
gave me alfo a Glimpfe of that Perfection of Beauty, 
to which the Bodies of the Juft lhall rife. For a 
little while ago I beheld, and lc>! the whole vegeta¬ 
ble World was naked and bare, without any Orna- 
‘ments, or fo much as one amiable Feature, like 
fome withered, wrinkled, deformed blag. But now 
how charmingly it appears, and fmiles, and fhines 1 
No Virgin is more gay and bloqming, no Bride is 
better array’d or more fparkling. And if God fo 
enlivepeand cloaths the Grafs of the Barth and the 
Tenants of the Field, how much more (hall he 
quicken and ennoble our mortal Bodies, which we 
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Hope are the Temples of the Holy Ghoft ? Several 
of our dear Friends we have accompanied to the' 
Grave : we law with weeping Eyes their poor Bones 
depofited in the Duft. But henceforth let us dry 
up our Sorrows, they are not to perifti, but to be 
purified in thofe gloomy Chambers. The Hour is 
coming when the Lord himfelf (hall defeend from 
Heaven, with the Voice of the Archangel, and the 
Trump of God. Then lhall they hear the Almighty 
Summons, and fpring from their Confinement like 
to a Roe, or to a young Hart upon the Mountains 
of Spices *. Then will they look forth from their 
dark Abodes as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear 
as the Sun f: never more to return to Corruption, 
but to flourifli in immortal Vigour and Youth. This 
is a pleafmg Meditation, and deferves to be indulged, 
but at this Time it muft give place to others. Our 
next Remove was to a Lane, fet on either Side with 
lofty Trees and humble Shrubs. Here the ProfpeiSt 
was contra£led, and we had nothing left to contem¬ 
plate but our branching and leafy Mound. The lit¬ 
tle Boughs clad with a chearing Green were refrefh- 
ing to the Eyes; and it was curious to obferve, how 
every different Plant was decked with a different 
Livery. Here the Twigs were gem’d with Buds 
juft ready to open and unfold; there they were al- 
rehdy opened into Blofloms, and garniflied the point¬ 
ed Thorns; fo that they were very delicate to look 
upon, though dangerous to touch. Oh ! the ador¬ 
able Efficacy of the divine Voice! how powerfully 
and how laftingly it operates ! God faid once. Let' 
the Earth bring forth; he fpake not twice, and yet 
how pun&ually does Nature obey this Angle Com¬ 
mand ! Several thoufand Years, are gone about, nor 
is its Force evacuated, impaired, or at all duninifh- 
ed. It endureth in full Authority to this Day, and 


* Cant/.viii. 14.' 


+ Cant. vi. 10. 


is 
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is ftill a moft binding Lav/ to all the material World. 
O that Men would lay this to Heart, and lcafn a 
Leflbn of Obedience from the inanimate Creation ! 
All other Things continue according to their 
Maker’s Ordinance, and lliall Man be the only Rebel 
in the Kingdom of Nature? Shall Man alone make 
the Word of Omnipotence to be of none Kftect •? 
-While our Sight was regaled in this Manner, a Sett 
of chinv'ng Bells lalutcd our Kars with a folcmn and 
feronc Harmony. It had no great Divcrfity of 
Stops, nor artful Mixture or Notes, but fure it was 
molt gladdening Muftc, and fpokea heavenly Mean¬ 
ing. It was calculated to infpire fuch a Joy as the 
Royal Pfalmift felt, when he heard the acceptable 
Invitation of going up to the Houfe of the Lord. 
On a hidden, when we were leaft apprehenfivc of it, 
the Wind wheeled about, and bore away the Silver 
Sounds. But it was only to bring them back again 
as unexpectedly, with the frefh Plcafure of a grateful 
Surprife. Here I thought of the fweet Influences of 
Grace, and wifhed for that happy Time, when the 
Vilits of the blellcd Spirit will be uninterrupted. 
Quickly the Lawns and Plains difappeared again, 
and we dived into a Wood. Numbers of fprightly 
Birds, hopping and finging among the Branches, 
foiaccd us as vve paffed. We thanked the pretty 
Songfters, and bid them go on to fupply our Lack 
of Praife. But what moft of all affedted us, being 
altogether new, was the wafbling of the Nightingale. 
What a tuneful Throat has that charming Creature, 
and what an unwearied Ofe does fhe make of it! I 
myfelf heard her Melody in the Day-time, and I am 
told in the Night-feafon alfo fhe takes no Reft. How 
fovercign and undeferved is the Goodnefs of the 
Lord to the Children of Men! The Pipe of this 
wakeful Chorifter, though now lb inceffant in 
Thankfgivinjs, muft foon be fealed up in endlefs 
Silence: while the Mouth of dull and ungrateful 
VojL. I. C Mortals 
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Mortals will be filled with everlafting Anthems. 
The Air was impregnated with Sweets, and without 
Money or without Price wc breathed in fuch a deli¬ 
cious Fragrance, as far excelled the Powders of the 
Merchant*. This put me in Mind of fome beauti¬ 
ful Lines of the great Milton 's : 

-Now gentle Gales 

Fanning their odoriferous Wings, difpenfe 
Native Perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole 
Thofe balmy Spoils. 

The other recalled to my Memory Part of a 
divine Defer iption, vailly fuperior to Milton's. Lo, 
the Winter is pall, the Rain is over, and gone. 
'Flic Flowers appear on the Earth, the Time of the 
Singing of Birds is come, and the Voice of the 
Turtle is heard in our Land f. 

Two of our Scnfes being fo exquifitely gratified, 
wc were in no Haile to leave the Place, though it 
was narrow, and afforded no other Profpedt hut the 
Alining Canopy over our Pleads. But as foon as 
wc were emerged from this Sylvan Path, what 
Wonders prefented theinfelves to our View: 1 think 
J was fcarce ever more agreeably ilartledin my Life. 
We flood upon the Brow of a Hill, and underneath 
•were Tracts of level Ground of an immenfe Cir¬ 
cumference. The labouring Eye could hardly de- 
fcry the utmoft Bounds. The whole Scene, being 
parcelled out among a Variety of Tillers, and pro¬ 
ducing Variety of F ruits, was like a noble Piece of 
Cheaper-work. The nearer Parts, and thofe 
diflinctly diiccrnablc, were replenifticd with rural 
Riches. The F'olds were full of Sheep, and of 
Lambs ftifking by the Side of their fleecy Dams. 
The Valleys flood fo thick with Corn, that they 
even laughed and fung. One Spot was not fprink- 

f Cant. ii. 11 , iz. 


Cant. iii. 6. 
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led. 
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led, but feemcd to be overlaid with a Profufion of 
Flowers, as the Roof of the Temple was with Gold; 
another was, as it were, enamelled, like an embroi¬ 
dered Carpet, with a well proportioned Diftribution; 
fome of them yellow as Oranges, fome white as 
Snow, fome tinged with a Border as red as Blood. 
The Towns and Villages interfperfed here and there, 
looked like the tiny Tents of the fabled Fairies. 
Numbcrlefs other Beauties glanced upon my Sight; 
but as I had not then Lcifurc to examine them, fo 
neither have I now Room to relate them. O that 
thefe, and all the Charms of the delightful Seafon, 
may lead up every Spectators Thoughts to the ini¬ 
mitable Glories of Heaven. And w'hile the Eye 
feafts upon them, let every Tongue acknowledge to 
the Honour of the all-creating God ; 

Thefe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 
Almighty! thine this Univcrfal Frame, 

Thus wond’rous fair : Thyjelfhow vvond’rous then! 

I am, is’c. 

James Her ve y. 
LETTER VI. 


My dear Friends , the Inhabitants of Collingtree , near 
Northampton , Dummer , June 29, 1737. 

T Received the Letter wrote in your Name, anA 
figned with your Hands, and was very well 
pleafed with its Contents. 1 am glad that you are 
all in good Health, and am obliged to you for retain¬ 
ing fo honourable a Remembrance of an unworthy 
Youth. Your Defire to have a careful Clcrgymau 
C 2 fettle 
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Fettle among you is perfectly right and laudable; 
But I fear you make an over-favourable and mifta- 
kert Judgment, when you imagine me to be fueh an 
one, and pitch upon me for that Purpofe. How¬ 
ever, letting this pafs: it is, I fay, well and wifely 
done of you, to be follicitous in this Matter. For 
a Minifter is a Perfon of the grcateft Importance; 1 
imaginable; his Office is of the moft univerfal Corw 
comment; and his Demeanour therein, of the moft 
beneficial or prejudicial 'Pendency. : Beneficial , if he 
be able, faithful, and watches for his Souls as one that 
tnvift give Account. Prejudicial , ifhe be unfkilful,un- 
a^live, and unconcerned about the fpiritual Welfare 
of his People. The Things, that pertain to Salva¬ 
tion, and the Means of obtaining everlafting Life are 
lodged in Ids Hands. He is the Steward of the 
Mvftcrics of Chi ill, and to the Guardian (under 
divine Grace) of your beft and moft abiding Inte- 
rdls. If through Ignorance he mifmanage, or 
through Idle nets neglect this weighty Truft, it may 
be the Ruin of immortal Souls. Whereas, ifhe be 
both diftreet and diligent in his holy Vocation, he? 
may be the Itillrument of the richeft Benefits to 
thole committed to his Charge. His praying to 
God, and his preaching to them, may be attended 
with Inch a Bltfiing from on High, as will fill them 
with heavenly Vv’ildom; form to true Holinefs; and 
fit them for the future Glory. Benefits thele, not 
incotifideraWe or momentary, but fuch as are great 
beyond all Expreffion, and lafting to Eternity. For 
t^iefe Rea Ions, it wiil he your Wildom and your 
Happinefs to procure a Pallor whofe Life is exem¬ 
plary; whole Doctrine is found; whofe Heart is 
warm with Zeal for God; and whofe Bowels yearn 
with Compaffion for Men. If your Bones were 
broken, or if you were brought to Death’s-door by 
the F bree of fome violent Difeafe; you would not be 
beiitept with the Prescription ofa Chrack, but feek 
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out for the beft Advice. If your Wives were in 
hard Labour; if the Children were come to the 
Birth, and there was not Strength to bring forth, you 
would not foare to ride for the moft experienced 
Midwife. /Oh! be as prudent and careful for the 
Salvatioji of your Souls, which endure' for ever, as 
Vfiu£re for the Life of your Bodies which is but as 
a Vapour. Remember, that you are fuk of Sin, 
fadly difordcred by fundry Corruptions, and mull ne- 
cefiarily be cured before you go hence, and are no 
more feen. Remember, that you muft be regenerat¬ 
ed and born again, or you cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And be not willing to truft 
fuch Matters, which are of infinite and everlafting 
Moment, to the Management of any that comes 
next. 

Now that you may be the better able to make a 
right Choice in this important Particular, I will lay 
before you two or three of the diftinguifhing Cha¬ 
racters of a true Minilter.—Firft, He has a tolera¬ 
ble Stock of Knowledge. Though not enough to 
explain all Myfteries, or to anfwer every perplexing 
Queftion, yet enough to make himfelf and his Hear¬ 
ers wife unto Salvation. He may be ignorant of 
many Things without much Difparagement to 
himfelf, or Prejudice to his People; but he muft be 
acquainted with, and able to teach others all that is 
neceflary for them to know.—Secondly, He has not 
only fome Underftanding, but fome Experience alfo 
in the Way of Godlincfs. He has learnt to fubdue, 
in fome Meafure, the Pride of his Nature, and to bo 
humble in his own Eyes, and not fond of Applaufe 
from others. He has broke the Impetuofity of his 
Pafflon, and generally poflefles his Soul in Patience ; 
or if upon fome very'ungrateful and provoking (Jfage, 
he cannot calm his Temper, yet he can curb his 
Tongue; and though his Spirit be ruffled, yet his 
■VVords yvill be gentle. He is moft commonly meek. 

Cq a fit#* 
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fefter the Manner of his bleffed Matter, and will 
always return Bletting for Curfing, according to his 
holy Command. He has often looked into the 
Shortnefs of Time, and the Length of .Eternity; he 
has weighed the Greatnefs and Rich net's *rf Heaven, 
with the infigniheant and defpicable Mc:>*>nefs of 

f iarth; and difeovers fuch a mighty Difference, as 
elps him to live above the World, even while he is 
jn it. So that he is no Lover of filthy Lucre, no 
Hunter of carnal Heafures, bur his Hopes, hisDefires 
and all his Views of Happinef:-, are hid with Chrift 
in God. He is courteous and condefcending, and 
will ttoop with the utmott Chearfulnefs to the loweft 
Perfon in his Parifh. He will be affable and kind, 
and feek to pleafe, not himfelf, but his Neighbours, 
for their Good, to Edification. But you mutt not 
expe&tofind him trifling or ludicrous; he will not 
preach to you on the Sunday, and play with you oil 
the Week-days, but carry the Spirit of his Sermons 
into his ordinary Converfation. He will maintain 
an uniform Gravity of Behaviour, without (uttering 
it to be frozen into Morofenefs, or thawed into Le¬ 
vity. He will love his Parifhioners, not for their 
agreeable Pcrfons or amiable Qualities, but becaufe 
they are redeemed by the Blood of Chritt. It will 
be his Bufinefs and conftunt Endeavour, I had aluolt 
faid his Meat and Drink, tofet forward their Salva¬ 
tion. That by their being made meet for the Inhe¬ 
ritance of Saints in Light, his crucified Lord may 
fee of the Travail of his Soul, and be fatisfied. He 
will never forget the importunate Requeft of hi^ 
Saviour, but thole winning and commanding Words, 
Feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs, will be engraven 
upon the Tables of his Heart. To fulfil this earned: 
Requeft, and execute this laft Charge of his deareft 
Redeemer, will be the fixed and invariable Scope of all 
his Defigns. If at any 'l ime he‘hits this definable 
M ark, by bringing Home to the Fold any that have 

gone 
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gone a ft ray, he will be as glad as one that findeth 
great Spoils. To fee the People of his Care perfift- 
mg in Profancnefs, Senfuality, and an unconverted 
State, will be the greateft Grief that he feels: but to 
fee his Cldldren walking in the Truth, mortifying 
their eyil Affections, and growing up in Goodnefs 
ayfitC Calves of the Stall, this will be his Joy and 
Thrown of Rejoicing; better to him than Thoufands 
of Silver and Gold. It is his Work to win Souls, 
and by the former of thefe Qualifications he is fitted 
for it, by the latter he is wholly devoted to it. And 
in order to profccute it with the greater Succefs, he 
will, firft, take heed to htmfelf, that his Life be a fair 
and beautiful Tranfcript of his Dodlrine, fuch as 
may remind Men of, and be daily reinforcing his 
Inftrudlions. He will not bind the Yoke upon your 
Shoulders, till he has wore it himfclf; and (houldthe 
Paths of Religion prove never fo thorny, he will go 
firft and beat the Way. As far as human Infirmities 
permit, he will ftrive to be unblameabie and unre - 
provcable, that he may renew the Apoftlc’s Chal¬ 
lenge, Be ye Followers of me, even as I am of 
Chrift. Secondly, His Preaching will be plain; 
fell of fuch ufeful Senfe as may be edifying to the 
better learned, and yet delivered in foeafy a Manner, 
as may he intelligible to the Ignorant. It will not 
only be plain, but powerful alio, if preceding Prayers 
and Tears, if Words coming warm from the Heart, 
and accompanied with an ardent Defire of being 
attended to; if to feel himfelf what he fpeaks, and fa 
long that it may be felt by others, can make it fuch, 
he will declare the whole Will of God, without with* 
holding or mincing any. Be the Truth never fo 
difagrceable, contrary to your Profits, or contrary to 
your Pleafures, you will be fure to hear it. He will 
mdeed Ihew it in as lovely a Light, and make it as 
palatable as he can, but nothing will prevail upon, 
him to conceal or difguife it. Thirdly, He 
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c onfine his Teaching to God’s Day or Houfe, but 
will exercife his Care of you every Day, and will 
bring it Home to your own Houfes, whether you in¬ 
vite him or no. He will frequently vifit you, and 
for the fame End as he meets you at Chtrch. Now, 
{hall you like this Part of his Duty, or bidTun wel¬ 
come, when he comes on fuch an Errand? Nl-y, lie ' 
will think himfelf bound to proceed farther, and kj~ 
inquire into the State of your Souls, and your Pro¬ 
ceedings in your Families; whether you are compe¬ 
tently furnifhed with facing Knowledge? and are 
careful to incieafe it daily, by allowing a daily Por¬ 
tion of your Time for reading the Scriptures? What 
Virtues you are deficient in, what Vices you are 
fuhjeel to? What evil Tempers, what vile Aftcdlions, 
what unruly Paflions are predominant in you, and 
want to be fupprclled? Whether your Children are 
catcchifed, and your Servants inftnuilcd ? Whether 
you are conftant in Family Worlhip, and at your 
Clofet Dev otions ? How you fpend the Sabbath ; 
whether you fquandcr it away in impertinent Vifits, 
idle Chat, or foojith Jefling; or whether you con r 
fecrate it to the better Excrcifes of Prayer, Praife, 
holy Difcourfe, Reading and Meditation? Thefe, 
and other Points of the like Nature, he will exa¬ 
mine into, and exhort you to amend what is anvils, 
no lefs than encourage you to perfevere in that which 
is good. Nor will he cxhoit you once or twice 
only, but again and again, mid hardly leave off till 
he has won your Cc.nlent. In Things that relate 
to himfelf, he will be eaftly faitl Nay; but when the 
great God inlifts upon Obedience, and a blcfied Im¬ 
mortality will be joff by Difobedicncc, he will be 
inftant in Scafon and out of Scafon; he will follicit 
with unwearied Applications the important Caufe, 
and p'ds you u> perlonn your Duty; as the poor 
( Widow importuned the unjuff Judge to avenge her 
O&itSf A'dvei lary, he will add to his Exhortations, 

Reproofs. 
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Reproofs. His Eye will be open, and his Ears at¬ 
tentive to what paflcs in his Parifh; and when any 
one walks diforderiy, he will meet him as Elijah did 
Jlhab *, with a Rebuke in his Mouth. This I can 
kpromife, that '.ft will not rail at, nor accoft you with 
V proachfuLAVords; but he will certainly let before 
you the nings that you have done. He will not 
defanfe you behind your Backs, but whether you be 
rich or poor, whether you be pleafed with it or not, 
lie will bear in Mind the Commandment of the 
Lord, and Ihew his People their Tranfgreffions, and 
the Houle of Jacob their Sins f. He will tell you 
with Tendernefs, but yet with Plainnefs, That fuch 
Courfes are a fad and too fare a Proof, that Grace 
has not had its proper Woik on your Souls, that ye 
are carnal, and have not the Spirit of Chrift. So 
that a true Minifter of the Gofpel will be a conftant 
Infpector of your Adtions, a faithful Monitor of your 
Duty, and an impartial Reprover of your Offences. 
He will guide you by his Counfel, and animate you 
by his Example, and blefs you by his Prayers. If 
you be willing and obedient, he will condudl you 
fafely through a troublefome and naughty World, 
and bring you to the Land of everlafting Felicity: 
but if you be perverfe and obflinate, he will be a 
{landing Terrour to your Confciencc here, and a 
fwift Witnefs againft you hereafter; he will be the 
unhappy Means of increafing your prefent Guilt, and 
aggravating your futnre Account, and of making it 
store tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the Day of 
Judgment, than for you. 

• And now, my kind and dear Friends, are you, 
upon fecond Thoughts, defirous of having fuch a 
Pallor placed amongfl you ? Shall you be glad to 
have the afore-mentioned Vigilance and Diligence 
exerted in the holy Fundlion ? Can you willingly fub- 

• i Kings xxi. 20. f Uai. Iviii. |, 

mit 
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mit to an Overfight fo narrow, to Admonitions fo 
incefiant, to Corrections fo clofc and particular?— 
If, after due Confidcration, vc are willing ; give me 
Leave to inform you, how ve may procure fitch a 
Man of God to come unto you, aiiS, take up his, 
Abode with you. He is an exceeding grc'it and pri / - 
cious BleiTingto any People ; too precious rocVnur- 
chafed with Money, and is the free Gift of God. 
So that the Way to obtain him, is to addrefs your- 
felves to Heaven, and make Supplication to the Al¬ 
mighty. What cannot Prayer, fervent and believing 
Prayer do ? I fcarcely know any Thing that is above 
its Power, or beyond its Reach. Prayer has locked 
up the Clouds, and opened them again, made the 
Earth as Iron, and the Heavens as Br.ifs; Prayer 
has aricfled the Sun in his Race, and made the 
Moon Band Hill in her March, and reverfed the per¬ 
petual Decree; Prayer has fetched down Angels 
from above, and railed up the Dead from beneath, 
and done many wonderful Works. In like Manner 
Prayer will get for you an ufeful and worthy 'Peach - 
er; if he be ever fo far off, this will bring him near; 
if he be never fo averfe, this will overrule his Incli¬ 
nation. Do you doubt of this ? I own you would 
have good Reafon, if you had nothing but my Word 
to fupport it. But wnat if God, who cannot lie, has 
certified and given you Afl’uranceof the fame ? Why 
then, I hope, ye will be no longer faithlcfs, but be¬ 
lieving. Hear, therefore, what he himfeif has faid 
by his own beloved Son, Afk, and ye {hall receive 
Seek, and ye {hail had *. Again, he faith. If ye Hull 
alk anv Thing in my Name, I will do it f. Here 
you fee the Almighty has palled his Word, and he, 
to whom, all Things are poffible, has pawned his 
V eracity, that he will not deny you the Rcqueft of 
vour Lips. And dare you not truft the All-power- 

* Matt. vii. 7. f John xiv. 14. 

ful? 
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ful ? Can you have a better Security than his, whofe 
Title is Faithful and True ? The divine Promiies 
are all immutable, ftronger than the ftrong Moun¬ 
tains, arc! Hjaven .end Earth fhall pafs away, fooper 
than one Jot or little of them lhall pafs unfulfilled. 
When ye defire a pious and able Miniiter, ye defire a 
goycl Thing, fuch as will be for the Honour and 
Glory of God to grant. Therefore, encouraged by 
this, and confiding on his molt fure Promile, beg of 
the moll High to give you a true Paftor and Shep¬ 
herd for your Souls; one that may Jove you like 
St. Pan/, rule you like David, teach you like Samuel, 
and lead you like Jojhua to the heavenly Canaan : 
that bleffed and blii’sful Country, where we all would 
be! 

O God,great and glorious, infinite in tfiy Wifdom, 
and uncontroulable in thy-Power! Thy Providence 
is over all thy Works; thine Eyes run to and fro 
through the Earth, to behold the Condition, and l'up- 
piy the Wants of thy Servants. Thou fenteft AJyes 
to deliver thy Children out of Egypt, Philip to inftruCt 
the ignorant Eunuch, and Peter to preach to the de¬ 
vout Centuriorj. Blefled Lord, who aft the fame 
Yeftcrday, and to Day, and for ever, vouchfafe the 
fame Mercy to us of this Parifli, that we alfo may 
have a Teacher come from God. Grant us, thou 
Giver of every good Gift, a faithful Shepherd for our 
Souls; whp may feed us in a green Failure, and lead 
us forth befide the Waters of Comfort. One that 
may be wholly devoted to thy Service, and intent 
ppon nothing but the due Difchargc of his important 
Office ; who may be a Light to our Paths by his 
godly Directions, and as Salt to our corrupting Souls 
by his unblameable Converl'ation. Let l’uch a Mi- 
nifter, we befeech thee, be placed over us, as will 
watch for our IpirituafWelfarc; that will love us with 
an affectionate and parental Tendernefs ; that 
cnerilh us, as a Hen cherilheth her Chicken*-ti 
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her Wings. One that may be able as well as willing 
to inftrudt us in our Duty, to whom thou haft re¬ 
vealed the wondcrous Things of thy Law, and the 
glorious Myfteries of thy Gofpel. Whofe Lips may 
prefervc Knowledge, whofe Tongue mlk be conti¬ 
nually dealing it out, and whofe Mouth md^be unto 
tis a Well of Life. Whofe Difcourfes may b'e"Milk 
to the Babes, Meat to the Strong, and Medicine to 
the Sick. Who may have a fkilful as well as a cotn- 
paflionate Zeal, and know how to divide rightly the 
Word of Truth, who may be an Example as well as 
an Exhorter, a Pattern as well as a Preacher, of every 
charitable Action, and every devout Temper. Un¬ 
der whofe Guidance wc may walk in the Ways of 
Peace and Piety, of Mccknefs and Humility, of 
RightcoufneA, and Salvation ; till we all come to the 
City of the living God, to a*i innumerable Company 
of Angels, and to the Spirits of juft Men made per¬ 
fect. Oh ! grant us fuch a Prieft, and cloath him 
with fuch Qualifications, and make thy chofen People 
joyful. Hear us moft merciful Father, for his Sake, 
whofe Sheep we are, who bought us with his Blood ; 
who died for us on Earth, and maketh Interceflion 
for us in Heaven, even Jcfus Chrift ; to whom, with 
'I hce, and the Holy Ghoft, be all Honour and Glory, 
World without End. Amen. 

LETTER VII. 

TO HIS SISTER. 


Dear Sijier, 


Dimmer , July 5, 1737. 


I Hope London does not difagree with the Health of 
your Body, and I dare fay it may be made fervice- 
" S*to the Health of your Soul. There are precious 
jffunities of going to Church, and worfbipping 

the 
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the divine Majefty, every Morning and Evening, 
which I hope you do not flight, but embrace with all 
Thankfulnefs, and prefer before every other Engage¬ 
ment. If you was grievoufly lick, and even hard at 
Denth’s-door, you would be glad to have Recourfe 
to any Phviician : but if you heard of one that could 
not pofl'bfy miftake your Cafe, and would infallibly 
cure you, how eagerly would you fly to him ? Sifter, 
believe me, our Souls are fick of Sin, lick of Worldly- 
mindednefs, fick of Pride, fick of Paflion, and fundry 
other Diforders, which, if not fpeedily healed, will 
bring us down, not only to the Grave, but to the 
Torments of Hell. We have almoft as little Tafte, 
or Relifh of holy and devout Exercifes, as a fick and 
languifhing Man has, for the ftrong Meats he loved 
when he wsls well; which is a plain, and too unde¬ 
niable a Proof, that our better, our immortal Part is 
fadly out of Order. Now at Church you may find a 
fure anil never-failing Remedy for your fpiritual Dif¬ 
orders. God’s Grace is a fovereign Medicine, and 
in his Houfe it is to be obtained. There he, like a 
mod bountiful and beneficent Prince, ftands ready to 
difpenfe the Help and Afliftance, the enlightening and 
purifying Influences of his Spirit. Sure then, we 
who have fuch urgent, and immediate Need of them, 
fhall not be backward to go, and with an humble 
Earneftnefs feek them. I fay immediate; forfince 
our Life is fo uncertain, and we know not what a 
Day may bring forth, we ought to get our Workdif- 
patchcd, and our Accounts ready without Delay. It 
is Evening now I write this; and I cannot tell whe¬ 
ther this may not be the Night, in which 1 am to hear 
that amazing Cry, Behold the Bridegroom cometh. 
I intend to direct my Letter to my dear Sifter **■**, 
and hope fhe will receive it fafe; but I have no cer¬ 
tainty, whether fhe be yet alive'or no. For ought I 
know, her Soul may be ftanding before the Judgment 
Seat of Chrift, and going to be fixed, if not uteim 
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fixed, in an unchangeable eternal State. Her Body 
ipay be pale and cold, and ftretcbed out in the Coffin; 
my dear Mamma and my Brothers taking their laft 
Farewel, and giving her the parting Kifs; the Joiner 
juft about to nail on the Lid, and hid^her Face for 
ever from mortal View. Nay, {he may already have 
been carried upon Men’s Shoulders, and committed 
to the Duft, fo that what.I am inditing, may '&id 
her in the Grave. She may be fleeping in fome 
Church-yard that I know nothing of, among Thou- 
fands'of dead Bodies, never to awake, never to arife, 
till the Archangel’s Trumpet founds, and the Heavens 
are no more.—The very imagination of this fudden 
Change, ftrikes a Damp upon my Heart; I hope it 
is not a Prefage of what has really happened; if it 
be, and if my dear Sifter is a departed Spirit, I will 
henceforth labour to drefs my Soul with Holinefs, 
that it may be ready to go forth at a Minute’s Warn¬ 
ing, and give her the Meeting in another World. 
There, if my Sifter and I fhail be found to have 
minded, above all Things, the one Thing needful, 
and to he full of heavenly, lpiritual and divine Tem¬ 
pers, fhe will be to me better than a Sifter; and I 
(hall-be to her, better than a loving and affectionate 

Brother, is'e. 

LETTER VIII. 

* 

My dear Friend , 

T Received your kind Letter, and thank you for your 
affectionate Wifhes. I endeavour not to be be- 
hind-hand with my People in this Exercife of Love. 
You are always on my Heart, and often, often men¬ 
tioned in jny Prayers. Efpecially, that you may be 
P aftfrkcrs of the Holy Ghoft, and feel all thofe faving 
Cq flfli cKons. which arc deferibed by our Lord, John 

xvi. 
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xvi. 8, 9, 10, ii. That you may be interefted in 
the New Covenant; and enjoy all thofe precious 
Privileges, which were purchafed for us by our dying 
Saviour, and are recorded by his Apoftle, Hub. viii. 
to, 11, i %• 

\ Yefterday, in the Evening, two Gentlemen of the 
City came ta vifit me. Our Converfation was fuch, 
as I w.ould have your’s be. Such as was fuited (if 
God vouchfafe his Bleiling) to edify one another, and 
minifter Grace to the Hearers. We talked of that 
infinitely condefccnding and gracious Friend of Sin¬ 
ners, who came from Heaven on Purpofe to be cru¬ 
cified for us, and is returned unto Heaven on Purpofe 
to intercede for us. The Interceffion of our blefTed 
Lord was the chief Subjeft of our Difcourfe, and is a 
inoft comforyble Article of our Faith. Becaufe, 

His Interceffion never ceafes.—He fitteth at the 
Right-hand of his Father, in an abiding Pofture.— 
Other High-Pricfts are removed by Death ; but he 
ever liveth to make Interceffion for t^s.—We refign 
Part of ©ur Time to fleep, and then' ldfe all Attention 
to our own Intercfts ; but he is the Keeper of Jfra*l t 
who never flumbereth nor fleepeth.—We too fre¬ 
quently forget our God, and neglect to carry on 
Communion with him. ButChrift has writtenour 
Names (worthlef’s as they are) upon the Palms of his 
Hauds; and, a Mother may forget her fucking Child, 
much fooner than he will difeontinue his kind Con¬ 
cern for the tveakeft Believer. 

His Interceffion always prevails.—If Mofes was 
heard, when he made Supplication in Behalf of IJraeb, 
if Job was not denied, when he petitioned for the 
Pardon of his three Friends j if Elijah's Prayer en¬ 
tered into the Ear of the Lord God of Hofts, whet} 
he requeued for Rain upon the parched Earth ; furely 
God’s dearly beloved Son, will not be rejected, when 
he maketh Interceffion for the Saints.—The Father 
loves him, infinitely loves him, and therefore hpjfSt 
him.—He has purchafed whatever he afks: pur<jhh||L 
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it by bis Obedience and Death, and therefore cannot 
but obtain his Suit. 

Perhaps, you will inquire, what it is, that Chrift 
prays for?—We arc informed of this in "John xvii. 
he prays, that we may be kept from*the Evil, that 
is in the World, Verfe 15.—That we rr^y he fane-/ 
tified through the Truth; fanetified through the 
Word of Scripture, Verfe 17.— That we may be 
united to Chrift, and have Fellowfhip with the Fa¬ 
ther by Faith, Fellowfhip with one another by 
brotherly Love, Verfe 21. —That we may be made 
perfect in his Righteoufnefs; preiented without Spor 
through his Blood ; and, at laft, be with him where 
he is, to behold his Glory, and partake of his Joy, 
Verfcs 23, 24. 

Should you be defirous of knowing, “whether you 
are in the Number of thofe, for whom Chrift inter¬ 
cedes ? You may determine this important Point, by 
the following Queftions.—Do you value above all 
Things, the Bleffings for which Chrift intercedes ? 
—Do you join your own repeated and earned Sup¬ 
plications to his Interceflion ?—And do you rely 
wholly upon Chrift’s unfpeakable Merits, for the 
Acceptance of all your Prayers?—If fo, be not dif- 
couraged; Chrift is your Advocate with the Father. 
He died for you on the Crofs, and pleads his merito¬ 
rious Oblation for you on his Throne. 

Is not this an ineftimable Blefling? If Hciekiah 
defired the Prayers of Ifaiab ; if Darius defired the 
Prayers of the godly Jews , for himfelf and his Sons; 
how fhould we rejoice in having the Prayers of the 
exalted Jefus!—If we are tempted, let this be our 
Security, Luke xxii. 31, 32. If we fall into Sin, 
through the Infirmity of the Flefli, let this be our 
Refuge* 1 John ii. 1,2. If under Apprehenfions of 
Death, or eternal Judgment, let this be our Confo- 
lation, Rom. viii. 33, 34. 


I don’t 
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I don’t write out the Scriptures, becaufe I would 
have you look them out, or even write them out 
with your own Hand. And may the bleficd Spirit 
of God write them upon all our Hearts!—This will 
come to you, I hope, on Chrijlmas Eve. You will 
talk of this Letter, and its Contents, to yourHarveft- 
men. I fhould be glad to be with you, and converfe 
as we ufed to do, on Chrilt and the Kingdom of 
Heaven. None of my Flock, I hope, will be filled 
with Liquor, wherein is Excefs; but be filled wl'.ii 
the Spirit.—My kind Love to your Family, and all 
your Neighbours ; particularly to your Brother Wil¬ 
liam, whofe Letter I fhall anfwer by the firft Oppor¬ 
tunity. Yours, (Sc. 


LETTER IX. 


Dear Sijier, Stoke-Abbey, June 19, 1738. 

'I XJ ILL yoU accept of another Letter from your 
** loving Brother, who loves your better Part, 
and would ram he helpful to your immortal Interefts ? 
I think I wrote to you when at London ; I know not 
What Acceptance that Letter found, but I can affure 
you it meant nothing but Good, fpiritual Benefit, and 
everlafting Advantage to you. 

I hope * * * * and * * * * are more eafy with regard 
to me and my Welfare. My Diforderis a Languor 
and Faintnefs, a Feeblenefs and Inability for Action, 
which is increafed or leflened according to the va. 
rious Temperature of the Weather. I blefs God 
Almighty, I am not deprived of my Appetite to 
Food, neither are my Bones chaftcned with Pain, l’o 
that many impute all my Complaints to a hippifh and 
over-timorous Turn of Mind, to a diftemperei Ima¬ 
gination, rather than a difordered Body. . • 

* I write this in a Pleafure-Houle or Mr. ?** 1 j:*i 
fituate upon a high Cliff, on the very Edge 

Vox.. I. D On 
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Oti one Side a vaft Tradt of Land extends itfclf, 
finely diverfified by (lately Trees, floating Corn, and 
Pafturage for Cattle. On the other Side rolls the 
great and wide Sea, where go the Ships, and where is 
that Leviathan, whom the Almighty Creator has made 
to take his Paftime therein. Which Way foever I 
look, 1 meet with Footllcps of the divine Immenfity: 

J view thv great and marvellous Works, O Lord 
God omnipotent: I am encountered with ten thou- 
fand Arguments, to fear thy tremendous Power, and 
love thy difl'ufivc Goodntfs. Oh ! how fafeare they, 
who have lb infinite and mighty a Being for their 
Guard ! how happy are they, who have fo inexhauf- 
tably rich a God for their Portion ! But, how wretch¬ 
ed, dear Sifter, how mifcrably and emphatically 
wretched, who have fuch a one for their Enemy and 
Avenger! Oh ! how can our feeble Frame, that 
fluinks at a little light Affliction, that is but for a 
Moment,—how can it bear the never-ending Ven¬ 
geance. ot that prodigious Arm, which ftrctched out 
the Heavens, laid the Foundations of the Earth, and 
poured out the Waters of the mighty Deep! 

I have been about twenty, or twenty-fix Miles into 
Ctrmvull, and been wonderous Workmunfhip of the 
all-creating God; tagged Rocks,roaring Seas, fright¬ 
ful Prcoipii es, and dreadfully fteep Hills. At Bidde- 
ford, a Mai kct-' r owrt, about fourteen Miles off, 1 am 
pietty well known, and am a little efteemed. It is 
Arrange to tell, but let it be to the Glory of God’s free 
apd undelcrved Goodncfs, though I am worthy of 
Shame and univerfal Contempt, yet I find Favour, 
and good Undeiitanding almoft wherever I go. 

Mr. *' * * *’s Houfc is fituate in a fine Vale. It 
is an ancient Smulture, built for the Ufe of religious 
Reclufes, and has an antique, grave, and folemn 
Afpecfr. Before it is a neat Spot of Ground fet apart 
for the Ufe of a Garden, enriched with Fruits, and' 
beautified with Flowers. This leads into a curious 

Sort 
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Sort of artificial Wildernefs made of Elms and 
Limes, planted in Rows, cut into Form, and uniting 
their Branches. In the Midft is a Fountain large 
enough to fwim in, and a little Engine playing the 
Waters. On each Side are Arbours for Shade, in 
various Parts Seats for Reft; on the right Hand runs 
parallel to it a clear purling Brook rcpleniihed with 
Trout, on the Left a thick Grove hanging from the 
Side of a Hill: the one ferves for £ watery Mound, 
the other is a leafy Shelter from the North Wind, and 
both, I think, greatly ornamental. This you will 
fay, is pieafant; but Ww unworthy to be compared 
with thofe blifsful Manfions fitting up for the Righ¬ 
teous in the Heaven of Heavens! This, and if there 
be any other Spot a thoufand Times more delicate, 
is no better than a howling Y\ ilderncfs, if compared 
with the Regions of Paradife. 1 wifh my dear 
Sifter would earneftly feek for God’s Grace to draw 
oiF her Affe£tions from earthly Delights, and fix 
them there where real, fubftantial, and eternal Joys 
arc to be found, viz. on the blifsful Vifion of God, 
and the Fulnefs of Joy that is in his Prefence for 
evermore. 

Your, Wr. 


LETTER X. 

Dear Sifter^ Biddeford , Dec. io, 1740,. 

THOUGH I am fo backward in my Compli- 
mentis, I am moft hearty in my Wiflies, that 
your Hufband and yourfelf may enjoy abundance of 
Happinefs in the married State. I congratulate, 
late, but I fnall ever pray, that you may find Blef- 
fings twifted with the matrimonial Bands; and not 
only live lovingly together, as one Flelh, but live 
holily together as Fellow-heirs of the Grace of 
Life, 

D 2 I hope 
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I hope you will both remember the eternal World, 
tfhich muft very fhortly receive you. That ere 
longthe nuptial Bed tpuft berefigned for a Lodging in 
the Grave; and the Ornaments of a fparkling Bride, 
lie exchanged for the D re flings of Death. And if, 
under the frequent View of thefe ferious Truths, 
you rtudy to further each other in Faith and Holi- 
nefs—Then will you be true Help-meets one to the 
other: then will*you come together, not for the 
worfe, but for the better: then may you truft, that 
when Death (hall diflolve the Union below, Chrift 
Jcfus will bid it commence again above; and conti¬ 
nue to- endlels Ages,- in the Midft of unfpeakable 
Delight. 

Pleafe to prefent my humble Service to the feveral 
Mr. •* # an( j J\ 4 rs. * * *, that ftill remain in your 
Town, to Mrs. * * *, and her Daughter; Mr. * * * 
and his Wife,.and Mr. * * *. Remember me alfo- 
in the kindeft Manner to your poor Neighbours, 
particularly thofe, who have Mr. *’s Books. May 
God Almighty give them Grace to make a proper 
and practical Ufe of them! May he fanctify the 
attentive and diligent Reading of them, to their 
Increafe in Godlinefs, and in the Knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift! 

When you fee my Collingtree Relations and Ac¬ 
quaintance, felute them afte&ionately in my Name. 
T fuppofe you will foon fee our Father and Mother, 
prelent my Duty to them. I ftioutd rejoice to fee 
them again in the Flefh, before any of us go hence, 
and are no more feen. May the Father our 
Spirits, and the Father of the Lord Jcfus Chrift, our 
Righteoufnefs, prepare us for a happy Meeting in 
the Regions of Glory, and for the blifsful Vifton of 
his own adorable Self.* 

• There is at has been for a confi, 

'derible Time, a Townfman of mine, a middle-aged 
Man, born at ——, his Name is * * *. I .little 

thought 
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thought to find fuch a Perfon in thcfc remote Paris. 
It pats me in Mind of Heaven, where People of 
every Kindred and Tongue, of all Nations arid 
Languages, will form one general and glorious AC- 
fembly. May you and I, dear Sifter, one Day be 
numbered with thofe Children of God; and have 
our Lot, our delightful and everlafting Lot, among 
the Saints. 

I am, &c. 


LETTER XL 

Dear Sijlcr, Biddeford, July 7, 1741. 

A FTER a very fultry Journey, I arrived fate at 
Biddeford. ■ Here I have been one whole Week. 
At Bath and Bridgwater I made a confiderable Stay. 
I tarried at each Place a couple of Nights; was en¬ 
tertained with abundance of Civility. 

There is a general Profpcct of a plenteous Har- 
veft. The Vallies ftand fo thick with Corn, as 
makes the Traveller rejoice, and the Hufbandman 
ling. There is great Want and Scarcity of many 
Things, but there is Plenty of Fife. Now the dry 
Land is fo barren, the Waters yield the larger Iri- 
creafe. It is obferved, to the Glory of God’s goad 
Providence, that now Flefh is ft) dear, Fifti is un¬ 
commonly cheap. Thus gracioufly does the Al¬ 
mighty, when he locks up one, open another Foun¬ 
tain, of his Beneficence. During my Abfence from 
Biddeford , a lufty Man, in the Prime and Vigour of 
Life, was carried off by my Father’s Diforder. It 
is therefore diftinguifhed Mercy, that our Father 
has enjoyed; fuch as has been with-hekl from others, 
while it has been vouchfafed to him. r 1 

P 3 . 
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I am now far from my dear Relations. Friends 
I have indeed, but not one of my Kindred near me. 
Oh! that God may be my Guide, my Protector, and 
my Portion here and for ever. If the Loid, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift be my Shepherd, I fhall lack no¬ 
thing. Unworthy, altogether unworthy of fuch an 
ineftimable Favour. I defire to lie at the Feet of 
his free unmerited Grace; feeking what he is ready 
to give, though I, alas! am molt: undeferving. And 
furely we have good Kcafon to hope, and the very 
beft Encouragement to i'eek. For, if he gave his 
Life, and fpilt his Blood for us, will he not much 
rather give us Pardon of our Sins, and Juftification 
through his Rightcoufncfs? 

I hope my Brother * * * is in perfeft Health. I 
wi(h him a leafonahle and kindiy Harveft; and with 
you both abundance of Happinefs; 

And am, dear Sifter, 

His and yours, £ 3 V. 


LETTER XII. 

My dear Friend , 

I F IN D you have had Mr. * * * among you 
lately ; many l hope have found abundant Benefit 
from his Preaching, and you in paiticular. He is a 
; Alining Light, a choice and illuitrious Ambafladour 
of Jefus Chrift: what a Savour of his divine Mafter 
does he filed abroad whenever he preaches! Such a 
Savour, as many Corruptions cannot overcome, nor 
ail the World fupprefs. Biddeford, I hope, has ex¬ 
perienced this Savour:—Methinks, I now fee him 
^ in the Pulpit, and hear him lifting up his compaf- 
fionate Voice like a Trumpet, and proclaiming the 
ncccpuUe Year of the Lord. Methinks, I fee him 

' difplay- 
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displaying the Gofpel Standard, and his Tongue 
touched from the heavenly Altar, inviting Sinners 
to flock under his Shadow; crying, Come, ye Ample 
ones, whom Satan has beguiled, and ChriO: (hat} 
give you Light; come ve wicked ones, whom Satan 
has cnflaved, and the gracious Redeemer fnall let 
you free; come ye that have been righteous in your 
own Eyes, forfake this Refuge of Lies, and enter 
into the Ark before the Rains defcend, and the 
Floods come, which will fvveep away every falfe 
Hope: Oh! lean not upon a broken l$.eed; build not 
upon the finking Sand; but upon the Rock of Ages: 
the Foundation laid in Zion by the Hand of Heaven 
itfelf. Come unto Jefus, ye ruined and undone 
Sinners, for he has a tender Heart that is ever open 
to receive you; and an Arm that is omnipotent to 
fave you. Indeed, rnyjt'riends, thole that know 
Cbrift’s Name will feck no other Saviour, nordefire 
any other Good; all their Bones will cry out, Lord, 
unto whom lhall we go, but unto thee, thou only 
hnft the Words of eternal Life. They that know 
Chrilt’s free Goodnefs, will put their whole Trufy 
in him, and fcek no other Way to the Father of 
Mercy, but through his Merit. This is their only 
Claim they have to make for their Acceptance, 
Chrift died; but for whom did he die, my dear 
Friends? He gave himfelf a Ranfom for all, he, was 
lifted up upon the accurfed Tree, and out of hi? 
Side, came a Fountain of Blood and Water, w to e 
every Sinner may bathe and be made clean. The 
awakened Sons of Adam , that feel their Miferies, fee 
a Fulnefs of Merit in one Drop of that Blood, fuf- 
ficient to atone for the Guilt of ten thoufand Worlds. 
This fills them with great Comfort, although they 
are vile Sinners; what though they are loathfome 
Beggars taken from the Dunghill of Uncleannefsl 
fhat are but now returning from the Highways ana 
lodges of every abominable. Praftice, Wha£ 
D4- : thSug 
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though they are as Beafts before Go;?; very Dogs, 
like that poor Syrcphenician Woman, yet Chrift’s 
faving Kindnefs is fo great and unbounded, that he 
cafteth out none who come unto him. Here is 
Confutation for the trembling Sinner, though he has 
not a Grain of Worthinefs in himfclf, yet, his Lord 
has infinite Trcnfurcs of unmerited Grace. They 
who believe that Chrift fhed his precious Blood for 
gu.it/ Sinners, will chcarfully put their Trull in 
this Atonement for Pardon. They will fay, Oh! 
they will often uy with Gratitude glowing in their 
Breads, and'I'ears in their Eyes; Be it that my 
Sins are as the deepeft Critnfon Dye, and more in 
Number than the Hairs of my Head, yet the Blood 
of Chrift clcanfcth from all Sin, and wafheth a filthy 
polluted Confciencc whiter than Snow. With him 
there is not fcanty, but plenteous Redemption. Be 
my Debts ever fo great, ten thoufand Times ten 
thoufand Talents, yet the Agonies of the once 
flaughtcrcd Lamb, has paid it to the very uttermoft 
Earthing. They who know his Righteoufnefs, will 
-put their Trull in it aione for Juftification. If I 
had the Righteoufnefs of a Saint, fays one, Oh how 
happy fhould I lie! If I had the Righteoufnefs of an 
Angel, lays another, I fhould fear no Evil: But 1 am 
bold to fay, that the poordl Sinner that believes iii 
Chrift, has a Righteoufnefs infinitely more excellent 
than either Saints or Angels: for if the Law a Iks 
Perfection, it is to be found in my divine 
Surety; if the Law requires an Obedience that may 
(land before the burning Eye of God, behold it is in 
Jefus my Mediator: fhould the ftricleft Juftice 
arraign me, and the pureft Holinefs make its De¬ 
mands upon me, I remit them both to my dying 
and obedient Immanuel ; with him the Father is 
'always well plcafcd, in him the Believer is complete. 
They who know Chrift’s Power will put theirTruft 
in him for Sanctification of Heart and Newnefs "■#’ 

Life. 
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Life. 'Though Sin is rooted in my Soul, and ri¬ 
veted in my Conftitution, yet Chr(ft can purge it 
out. Though it were twilled with every Nerve of 
my Flelh, yet he can make the rough Tempers 
fmooth, and the crooked Difpofitions ftraight: the 
vile Affedlions, like Legions of Devils, he can root 
out, and fill every Heart with the pure Love of God; 
to which happy State of Soul may both you and I 
be brought while here below; that we may be made 
meet to afcend to that Habitation of God, where 
nothing unclean can enter. 

I am yours fincerely, £ 2 'c. 

LETTER XIII. 

Dear Madam, Bath. 

A T Bath I have tarried thus long, but propofe to 
fet forward for my Father’s Houle, if I live till 
next Week; and if I have as good a Journey thither, 
as I had to this Place, I fhall have Caufe to be very 
thankful to that gracious Providence which blefies 
our going out, and our coming in ; which 4 protedfs 
us from Wrong and Robbery,; from Evil, Accidents 
and Dangers, as with a Shield. I hope you, Ma¬ 
dam, and Mr. * * *, are well; andfhould rejoice to 
hear of you both being Partakers of that which I 
wifh you to enjoy; and none can be faid truly to 
enjoy Health, but thofe who improve it to the Pur- 
pofe; all others wafteHealth; embezzle it; fijuander 
it away; all but thofe who ufe it as a precious Op¬ 
portunity of making their Calling and Eledtion 
fure. We have had moll delicate Weather for the 
Harvcft; a Bksfling, which I don’t doubt has been 
vouchfafed to you as well as to us; an univerfaf 
Bleffing! and fuch as will prove very extenfive. We 
(hall feel the good Effecfs of it, all the Year round, 
*- when,' 
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when Winter freezes the Air, and turns the Earth 
Into Iron, or buries it under Heaps of Snow. We 
foal! be refrdhed even then with the Productions of 
the fruitful Seafon Oh ! that our Hearts may be 
filled with Gratitude, as pur Barns are with Plenty. 
The Harveft puts me in Mind of the End of the 
World ; then our Bodies Oral! arife out of the Dull 
of the Earth, having lain awhile under the Clods and 
lccn Corruption, they will then fpring up incorrup¬ 
tible and immortal, an amazing Multitude, like the 
Blades of Grafs, or the Ears of Corn, innumerable. 

The Hufbandman in Harveft, receives a Reward 
for aft his Toil. The Labours of the preceding 
Year are amply recompenfed by the rich Fruits of 
Increafe. And the Confummation of all Things 
will be the great Retribution-Day; then the Chris¬ 
tian receives the End of his Faith ; even the Salya- 
tion of his Soul; then the Riches he has coveted, 
will be beftowed in the Favour of the feeing him 
who is immortal, invifible ; whofe loving Kindncfs is 
better than Life. He will fee the Defire of his Soul, 
and the Fruits of his Saviour’s Sufferings, and fit 
down evcrlaftingly fatistied. The Hufbandman-re- 
joices in Harveft, this is his Time of Feftivity and 
Delight. They joy before thee, faith the Scriptures, 
according to the Joy of the Righteous, they will 
look up and rejoice, to behold their Redeemer com¬ 
ing in the Clouds of Heaven, and all the Holy 
Angels with him; then will they look down and 
rejoice to fee the wicked World burning, in which 
they were tempted; rejoice to fee all their Enemies 
put under their Feet, and when the Doors pf Heaven 
arc left open, then lhall they enter triumphantly into 
that City of the living God, and evcrlafting J oy will 
be upon their Heads, and reign with Chrift for ever¬ 
more ; into this exceeding great and eternal Blifs, I 
wiftj you. Madam, and your Hufband, an abundant 
Entrance, and remain hi? and yopr, b'c. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Dear Dollar, 

VrOU need make no Excufe for recommending 
■I Mr. *** in his diftrefled Condition. I am 
plcafed to fee you fo tenderly concerned for a Bro¬ 
ther’s Welfare; and I am glad you have ufed the 
Freedom of applying to me; feeing Divine Provi¬ 
dence has put it in my Power to help a Difciple, a 
Child, a Member of Chrift. I purpofed to have given 
him * **, and to have lent him three; nor fhould I 
have been very rigorous in exacting the Debt, pro¬ 
vided there was but little Ability to repay. But left 
the Fear of not being able to repay, mould create 
Anxiety in an honeft Heart, and leilen the Comfort 
of a feafonable Supply, I make him a Prefent of the 
Whole; heartily wilhing, that the fame gracious 
God, who inclined a Stranger’s Heart to bellow it, 
may alfo profper his Endeavours.to improve it. And 
if he often calls to Remembrance that Almighty 
Po.wcr and Goodnefs which made a few Drops of 
Oil at the Bottom of a Crufe, and a little Handful 
of Meal that .was the gleaning of the Barrel, a Jail¬ 
ing Support to the Prophet, and to the poor Widow, 
and her Son, I doubt not but that he will be enabled 
to fix his Dcpendancc upon the fame everlafting Fa¬ 
ther, for needful Succefs in Trading. So that by 
God’s Blefling, I hope, this little Stock, frugally 
managed, may, through his kind Providence, put him 
in a Way of procuring Neccffaries in this Wilder- 
nefs, till he comes to the Fulnefs of the heavenly 
Canaan. 

I think every Inftance of Kindnefs (hewn to us, 
or exercifed by us, Ihould enlarge our Apprehenfions 
of the Divine Benevolence. What is a Grain of 
.Dull to the whole Earth ? what is a Drop of Water 
v * t® 
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to the great Ocean ? or what are a few Days to the 
countlefs Ages of Eternity ? Lefs, unfpeakably lefs 
is all created Xindnefs, compared with the bound- 
Jefs Goodncfs of God in Chrift Jefus. For by him 
wc have Accefs to the Father, being reconciled by 
his Blood fhed on the Crofs. We are adopted and 
received into the Church, whereof Chrift is the Head. 
Being thus in the Favour of God, he delighteth in 
hearing the Prayer of Faith, which thofe who believe 
in Chrift daily put up to the Throne of Grace. Oh \ 
how great is his Loving-kindnefs and tender Mercy. 
He is exalted, that he may have Mercy upon all that 
call upon him in Sincerity and Truth. He waited 
to be gracious. He giveth liberally, and upbrnideth 
not, for paft Ingratitude and great Unworthinefs. 
Oh ! how great are thefe Bleflings which he giveth. 
Bleflings, in Comparifon of which. Silver is as Clay, 
and Gold as the Mire of the Streets. He giveth 
Grace and Glory, and no good Thing will he with¬ 
hold from them who live a godly Life; from them 
who are accepted in the Beloved, and love him who 
firft loved them. I fhall add that charming Decla¬ 
ration of the beloved Difciple, and earncftly wifh 
that we may learn by happy Experience, and feel iri 
our Souls, what it means,—We have known and be¬ 
lieved the Love that God hath to us. Let me beg 
my dear Friends to remember at the Throne of 
place. 

Your affciftionate Friend, frV. 
LETTER XV. 


D*c,r * * * JVi jlon - Fiivt II, 1744. 

' T Proofed * * * to fend the Remainder of her Letter, 
, in a few Lines to you. Either (he may tranferibe 
from vou, or you from her, in order to compleat the 
little Bfl’ay.—I left off, I think, fomewhere here?: 
'■ bouts. 
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bouts .‘But fpiritual Interefis are Infinitely more 
valuable. For thofe, therefore, Chrift will provide 
more abundantly: if they want Knowledge, he will 
not only give them his divine Word,- but his en¬ 
lightening Spirit, to lead them into all Truth.—It" 
they are poor, he will give them the fine Gold of 
his Obedience: he will fay to them as the Father 
find in the Parable, Son, all that I have is thine. Are 
they wounded? He will give them the healing Balm 
of his precious Blood; this will cure the Wound 
which Sinhas made in the Soul; and ipake the Bones 
which have been broken, to rejoice. Are they nak¬ 
ed ? He will cloath them with the Robe of his own 
Righteoufnefs; they (hall appear before the God of 
Gods in the Garments of this their elder Brother. 
Are they weak? His Strength Ihall be made perfect 
in their Wcaknefs; he will work in them both to 
will and to do of his good Pleafare. When they die 
he has provided a Flight of Angels to attend their 
departing Souls, and conduct them to his own cora- 
paifionate Arms; he has provided Manfions of! 
Glory, a Houfe not made with Hands eternal in the 
Heavens, for their future Reception-. He has prpi 
vided a Fulnefs of Joy and Pleafurcs for evermore,; 
for their final Portion and Inheritance. 

Oh! what ample Provifioa.inhere; this is indeed 
good Meafure prefled down, and fhaken together, 
and running over.—What can needy Creatures 
want, which Jefus does notfupply? Juftlywas it 
once laid by an eminent Believer, Jehovah Jireh *: 
let this be die Language df our Hearts in all our 
Needs, 

The Hen comforts her Winter Brood; fhe fereens 
them from the Inclemencies of the Weather. She 
fpreads out her Wings, and forms a Canopy over 
them; this affords them a Houfe to lodge in, and a 

The Lord will provide. 

Bed 
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Bed to flcep on; no Velvet is fofter, no Blankets 
are warmer; here they are cherilhed and refrefhed 5 
here they find Heat when they Oliver with Cold, are 
dried when they come dropping with Wet. 

Jcfus alfo comforts his poor People; he is called 
the Confolation of IfracI: Come unto me, fays the 
merciful Redeemer, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and 1 will give you Reft ; all ye that are weary, 
and I will refrefti you. He is afflicted in all their 
Affli&ions, and is as ready to fuccour them, as a 
Man is to allay the Anguifh of his own fmarting 
Flcfh. He is the good, the inconceivably good 
Shepherd, whofe Bowels yearn with the tendered 
Compafiion, when his Lambs arc fatigued or diftref- 
fcd; he even lays them in his Bofom.—Every thing 
but Jcfus fpeaks Terror, mid creates Difmay to his 
little Flock. But this compaflionate Shepherd leads 
them forth befides the Waters of Comfort. The 
World lays many a Snare for their Feet; the World 
perfecutes and hates them. In the World they 
muft have Tribulation; but Chrift fays be of good 
Cheer, I have overcome the World, and will make 
you Partakers of my Viftory; becaufe I have con¬ 
quered, ye (hall conquer alfo. The Law lays dread¬ 
ful Things to their Charge ; the Law is the Minif- 
tration of Condemnation; the Law thunders out 
Threatenings: they are Rebels, fays that righteous 
Law; they have tranfgrefled my Precepts; they 
deferve to fuft’er all the Curfes denounced againft 
the difobedient and ungodly. But Chrift gently 
whifpers, be of good Courage, my People, take 
San&uary in your Mediator, I have anfwered all the 
Demands of the Law: if it requires Punifhment, I 
fuftained Torments unutterable; if it infifts on 
Blood, I fatisfied it with divine Blood; with every 
Drop of my Heart’s Blood ; fo that there is no Con- 
deflJnation to them that are interefted in me. If it 
called for Righteoufhefs, I fubmitted to its Autho- 
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jity; I performed every Jot and Tittle of its Com¬ 
mands, and thereby brought in a perfe£t and cver- 
lafting Righteoufnels. Lay hold on my Obedience; 
receive this from my free Grace, and the Law has 
nothing more to charge againft you; for the Righ- 
teoufnefs of the Law is fulfilled in them that believe, 
though the Devil tempts and diftrefles the Children 
of Jefus.—He not only tempts but accufes them, 
aggravating and calling aloud for Vengeance: cries 
down with them, down with them, even to the Duil. 
But Jefus gracioufly fteps in, baffles the Accufation, 
arrefts the Judgment, and fays, I have died to fave 
them from going into the Pit; for I have found a 
Ranfom: if they have finned, I have taken them upon 
myfelf; if they have multiplied Tranfgreffions as the 
Stars of Heaven, my .Father hath laid on me the 
Iniquities of them all. They are my redeemed 
Ones ; they are bought with my Blood. I cannot 
lofe my Purchafe; if they are not faved, 1 am not 
glorified. 

Such fweet Truths fent Home upon the poor 
Soul, mull be very comfortable and refiorative to the 
drooping Sinner; more refrefhing and gladening to 
the Confcicncc, than the Feathers of the Hen are 
to her feeble ftarving Brood. 

Upon the whole, let us imitate the Chickens, by 
trufting in Jefus for all we want or wilh; let us 
lean upon our Beloved in all our Progrefs through 
this Wildcrnefs; expect to be furniThed entirely 
out of his Fulnefs; look for Protection from 
his almighty Arm. Depend upon Provifion from 
his inexhauflible Treafures; and for Comfort, from 
a growing Senfe of our Intereft in Him. 

Let this be the habitual Language of our Heart. 
—Blefl'ed Lord, I am weak and wretched, furround- 
ed by a Multitude of Dangers, and defiled by a 
thoufand Corruptions, Oh ! defend me by the eternal 
rower. Let thy almighty Arm be ever over me. 

4 Let 



[ 48 ] 

Let thy Holy Spirit be ever with me; n^ver leave 
me to my Enemies; never give me up to my own 
Blindnefs and Impotency, for I flee unto thee to hide 
me : on ihcc I depend to break every Snare of Temp¬ 
tation that endangers me from without, to mortify 
every Seed of Corruption that pollutes me from 
within. 1 am poor and needy, bleiled Jcfus, do thou 
provide for me. Since I muft one Day give an 
Account of myfeif to God ; let thy Blood wafli away 
my Guilt, and drown all my Tranfgrelfions. Since 
I muft, ere long, ftand before him whofe Eyes areas 
aborning Eire, Oh ! cloath me with the Robes of thy 
Righteoufncl's, the Garments of Salvation, that i 
may be holy and blamelefs in his Sight. Since I 
muft quickly die out of this miferable World, pro¬ 
vide me an Entrance into shine own everlafting 
Kingdom; and while I continue in this World, 
provide me with Grace fufficient for me, that I may 
live like thine Elect, and adorn the Gol'pel of God 
my Saviour. 

I am often diftrefled; mifgiving Thoughts and 
Anguilh of Mind, makes me hang down my Head 
like a Bulrufh. Through Fear of Death, and 
Dread of eternal Judgment, iny Joints are fometimes 
readv to finite one againft another; but Oh ! holy, and 
moil merciful Saviour be thou my Support. Bout 
the Oil of Gladnefs into my inner Man; give me 
the Joy of thy Salvation : the Law condemns me, 
hutdo thou juftify me; my own Confcience writes 
'Bitter Things againft me, but do thou whifper to 
■ my Soul, Be of good Cheer, thy Sins are forgiven 
thee. The roaring Lion often terrifies me ; but 
thou good and faithful Shepherd, let thyielf comfort 
me. Let me know, and feel, that I am thine, and 
then nothing fhall pluck me out of thy Jlands. 

. This was wrote before my late Hinds. You 
from hence, that you my Friends at BidJcford. , havd 
been on my Thoughts, though they have not ot 

late 
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late been addrefled by way of Letter; and I fhall al¬ 
ways fav, that whether we are fick or in Health, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift may be the Strength of our 
Hearts, and oilr Portion for ever. 

I am, &c. 


LETTER XVI. 


Dear —— 

T T is our Duty continually to ftng Hofanna to the 
King of Ifrad , who treadeth all Enemies under 
his Feet. He can tread them down like Clay in the 
Streets, or caft them out as Lightning from Heaven. 
Nothing is impoffible to him; they who'know 
Chrift’s Faithfulnefs and Truth, will put their Trull 
in hi in; they will hang upon him every Moment, as 
the feeble Child in the Arms of the indulgent Mother, 
for Grace to ftrengthen and enable them to with- 
ftand-the Devices of that Enemy of Souls, who is 
feeking every Moment to deftroy the weak Believer, 
the Babes in Chrift.—Satan fays, with that wicked 
one in Exodus, I will purfue them with inconceiv¬ 
able Malice and Rage, I will overtake and tear 
them in Pieces like a Lion; I will lay ten thoufapd 
Snares in their Way; and if it be poflible, bring 
them under the Dominion of Sin, and after that into 

the Damnation of Hell.-The Believer replies, 

thou wouldeft effe£f this O thou Enemy of all God- 
linefs. I know thou wouldeft effedt it with as 
much Eafe, as a Feather is borne down by a fweep- 
ing Whirlwind, was I left a Moment to myfelf; but 
my Strength do I aferibe unto my incarnate God. 
The blefled Jefus has undertaken for my Security; 
.he watches over me every Moment, and nothing can 
pluck me out of his Hands. He hath faid, who Ihall 
Vol. I. Er dif- 
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disannul it, that Sin fhall not have Dominion over 
me; he will prcfervc me by his Almighty Power 
unto Salvation. Let all my Adverfaries know af- 
furcdly, that my Safety is not in myfelf.—But as the 
Hills Hand round about Jcrujabm, even fo ftandeth 
the Lord round about his People, from this Time 
forth for evermore. 

Whoever attempts the Ruin of a Soul, that is 
ftaid on Jefus, mult wrench the Sovereignty from 
the Hand of Omnipotence, and caufe unfhaken 
Faithfulncfs to fail. So long as all Things in Hea¬ 
ven and Earth, and under the Earth, do bow, and 
obey the Lamb that was flain ; fo long as Chrill is a 
God unchangeable, and faithful that cannot lye, fo 
long fhall a poor feeble Worm that trulls in him, be 
f eme from Apoltacy and Perdition. Oh the Blef- 
lings^ the Comforts that fpring from a right Know¬ 
ledge of Jefus! Richer Blcffings I cannot wifli! 
Greater Treafures l cannot enjoy nor noilels. This, 
this alone is that Knowledge which St. Paul valued 
above all other Accomplifhmcnts or Acquirements, 
in Companion of which, he counted all Things elle 
lio better than Drofs or Dung. Oh let my dear 
BitUrfordY riends beg of the Father of Lights to fend 
out the Spirit of \\ ifdom and Revelation, that 1 
may be filed with the Knowledge of him, and of 
Jefus Chrill whom he hath lent; and in return both 
they and you, my Friends, may be allured of the 
moll hearty and repeated Prayers of 


Your finccre Friend, b'c. 
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LETTER XVIL 

Sir, IVeJion-Favell, November 16 ,1745* 

T T is not cafy to exprefs the Satisfaction I received 
1 from your agreeable and ufeftil Converfation this 
Afternoon. I rejoice to find, that there are Gentle¬ 
men of Genius, Learning, and Politencfs, who dare 
profefs a fupreme Value for the Scriptures, and are 
not afhamed of the Crofs of Chrift. I congratu¬ 
late you, dear Sir, on this Occafion ; and cannot but 
look on a Mind fo principled, and a Heart fo difpof- 
cd, as a very choice and diftinguifhing Part of your 
Happinefs. Was I to frame a Wifh for the deareft 
and moft valuable Friend on Earth, I would ear- 
neftly defirc, that he might grow daily in this Grace, 
and cncrcafe in the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa¬ 
viour Jefus Chrift. And when my Pen begs leave 
to allure you, that this is my unfeigned Wi£h for 
* * *, it only tranferibes what is deeply written on 
my Heart. 

This brings the Dedication and the Preface, which 
are to introduce a little ElTay, entitled Meditations 
among the Tombs, and Reflections on a Flower- 
Garden, in two Letters to a Lady. I hope. Sir, in 
Confequence of your kind Promife, you will pleafe 
to perufe them with the File in your Hand. The 
Severity of the Critick, and the Kindnefs of the 

Friend, in this Cafe will be infeparable.-The 

Evangelical Strain, I believe, muft be preferved; 
becaule, otherwife, the introductory Thoughts will 
not harmonize with the fubfequentj the Porch will 
be unfuitable to the Building.-But if you per¬ 

ceive any Meannefs of Expreffion, any Quaintnefs 
of Sentiment, or any other Impropriety and Inele¬ 
gance, I lhall acknowledge it as a very lingular Fa¬ 
it 2 vour. 
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vour, if you will be fo good as to difcover and corrcfl 
luch Blcmifhes. 

1 hope, Sir, my End in venturing topublifh, is an 
hearty Defire to ferve in fame little Degree, the In- 
tercfls of Chriftianity, by endeavouring to fet fome 
of its rnoft important T ruths in a Light, that may 
both entertain and edify. As I profefs this View, 
I am certain, your affectionate Regard for the moft 
excellent Religion imaginable will incline you to be 
concerned for the Ifl'ue of fuch an Attempt, and 
therefore to contribute to its Succefs, both by be¬ 
llowing your Animadverfions upon thefe fmall Parts, 
and by ("peaking of the whole (when it flrall come 
abroad) with all that Candour which is natural to 
the Chriftian, and will be fo greatly needed by this 
new Adventurer in Letters, who is, is'e. 


LETTER XVIII. 

Dear Sir , We/ion-Favel/, Nov. ig, 1745. 

I Cannot forbear making my grateful Acknow¬ 
ledgements for your moft obliging Letter. You 
could not poflibly have imagined any Thing more 
agreeable to my Inclination, than the Propofal you 
are pleafed to make of admitting me to your Ac¬ 
quaintance and Coavcrfation. I accept your kind 
Offer, Sir, with Thankfulnefs, with Joy; and fliall 
moft gladly cultivate a-Friendlhip, which is not only 
perfectly innocent, but remarkably elegant and im¬ 
proving. Efpecially, ftnee you are pleafed to permit 
the Difcourie to turn upon thofe Points, which it is 
my Duty to ftudy, and my Delight to contemplate. 
2Sor fliall I forget, how much I ain indebted to your 
CondefcqoftQn for this Favour •, but fliall always 
tear a jppeCtful Scnfe of the diftinguifhed Rank, 
and fupwior Abilities of my worthy Friend. 


Indeed 
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Indeed I am particularly delighted with fuch In¬ 
terviews, as ferve to enlarge our Knowledge, and 
refine our Affections; fuch as have an apparent 
Tendency to render us more ufeful in our prefent 
Stations, and to ripen us for future Happinefs; fuch 
was that which I lately enjoyed in your Company. 
This is a Feaft of Reafon; a Feaft of Truth; and, 
I muft own, has Charms for me, infinitely fuperior 
to all the impertinent Amufements of modifh Chat, 
or the mean Gratifications of the Bottle. 

When I have been afked to fpend an Afternoon 
with Gentlemen of a learned Education, and un¬ 
questionable Ingenuity, I have fancied myfelf invited 
to take a Turn in fome beautiful Garden; where I 
expected to have been treated with a Sight of the 
moft delicate Flowers, and moft amiable Forms of 
Nature: when, to my great Surprife, I have been 
(hewn nothing but the moft worthlefs Thiftle, and 
contemptible Weeds. To one who has fo often 
been difappointed, it muft be peculiarly pleafmg to 
find the Satisfaction which he has long fought in 
vain. This I make no doubt of obtaining, if I may 
be permitted to be a third Perfon in the Interview, 
when you and Mr. * * * fit together in focial Con¬ 
ference. 

I beg leave to return my Thanks for your inge¬ 
nious Remark upon a Sentence in the Eflay towards 
a Preface; and alfo to exprefs my entire Satisfadtion 
in your Motion for confidering more attentively the 
fpi ritual Interefts of the poor Patients in the Hofpital. 
At prefent, it is undeniably plain, that much more 
aftlduous and effectual Care is taken of their tempo¬ 
ral, than of their eternal Welfare. With Pleafure I 
fhall join in concerting iome proper Method to rec¬ 
tify this Mifcondtidt, and with a real Alacrity fhall 
execute (as far as I (hall be enabled) any Expedient 
which you fhall judge conducive to the Recovery 
and Health of their Souls. 

E 3 


I almoft 



C 54 1 

1 almoft repent, that my Pen has intruded, per¬ 
haps, in the midft of important Bufinefs, and ftole fo 
much of your valuable Time.—But now 1 have 
done:—and fhall only repeat, what agreeable Views 
I form from the Profpedt of your future Acquaint¬ 
ance, and what an Addition it will be to my Happi- 
nds to be owned, and regarded, 

As, c. 


LETTER XIX. 

Wcjlon-Favcll , Feb. q, 1745-6. 

'THANKS to you, dear Sir, for your kind 
YV'ifhes. Bleftcd be the divine Providence, I 
am now able to inform you, that what you wifh is 
' accomplifhed. I have had one of the nioft agree¬ 
able I.ofles I ever met with; 1 have loft my Indif- 
pofttion, and am, in a manner, well. 

I fend herewith the Poem on Chriftianity. The 
other Books, which you have been pleafed to lend 
me, will follow by the ftrft Opportunity. I read 
Mr. Hi!fin's Performance with Eagerncfs and 
Delight. What is wrote by a valuable Friend, has 
a kind of fecret unaccountable Charm. It may not 
be preferable to other Compofitions, yet, methinks, 
it plcafes more. 

I congratulate you. Sir, and my Country, on the 
good News received from the North. How do you 
like Stiicihmjh’ s Hiftory of the Bible? I am fure he 
has one Advantage, fuperior to all the Hiftorians of 
the World. That the Facts he relates are more 
ve nfaa ide-for their Antiquity, more admirable for 
ifrSfljr&rajBeur, and more important on Account of 
thjrirJfeifwSl Ufefulnefs. I have often thought, 
^ktt^nSittipturc is finely calculated to furnifh out 

the 
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the mod exquifite Entertainment to the Imagina¬ 
tion, from thole three principal Sources mentioned 
by Mr. Aldifon, the Great, the Beautiful, and the 
New. But what is this compared with that infinitely 
noble Benefit of making us wife to Salvation, of 
making us Partakers of a divine Nature? 

I am, JsV. 

L E T T E R XX. 

Sir, Weft on- Favell, Dec. 17,1745. 

T Admire your remarkable Regard for Truth, and 
-*■ that noble Greatnefs of Soul, which (corns to 
facriiiee Confidence to Intereft, and cannot Poop to 
receive temporal Honours on fuch ignoble Terms. 
Your Conduct reminds me of a molt amiable Pecu¬ 
liarity in the upright and religious Man’s Character, 
as it is drawn by the infpired Writers; with which 
you cannot but be particularly pleafed, as it fo ex¬ 
actly correfponds with your own ; fuch a one, fays 
the royal Preacher, feareth an Oath; fuch a one, 
adds the fwcet Singer of JJrael , lpeakcth the Truth 
from his Heart. 

'I'lie thirty-nine Articles I have more than once 
fubferibed, and as I continue liedfaft in the Belief 
of them, as you are pleafed to afk my Opinion relat¬ 
ing to Come fecmingly exceptionable Tenets con-r 
tained in them, I moll readily fubmit it to your 
Confideration ; not. Sir, in the Capacity of a Cafuift, 
who would attempt a fatisfaclory Anfwer to your 
Qucllions; but only under the Notion of a fincere 
Friend, who would freely difclofe his whole Soul, 
and entertain no one Sentiment, but what fliould be 
communicated to a valuable Acquaintance. 

“ Ton are a good deal puzzled about the Equality of 
“ the Son with the Father in Athanafius’r Serif .”—I 
E 4 own. 
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own, it is no Wonder, that we fhotild be fomewhat 
ftaggered at this myfterious Truth; efpecially if we 
indulge a wanton Curiofity, and inquire after the 
Quomodcity of the Dotfrine, if nothing will content 
our bufy Minds, but a clear Cpmprehenfion of this 
Particular, they will never be brought to acquiefce 
in this Article. But, if they dare venture to believe 
the exprefs Declarations of infinite Wifdoin, and 
wait till a future State for a full Evolution of the 
My fiery, their Aflcnt will foon be determined. 

i once thought a very ftriking Proof of this ferip- 
tural Doflrine might be derived from the known 
Properties of a mortal Child, confidercd in Compa- 
rifon with the Parent. Is not the Son as perfect a 
Partaker of all the conftituent Parts of the human 
Nature as the Father? Are not the Children of this 
Age pofiefied of the fame Endowments of Body and 
M>nd, as their Fathers in the preceding Age? 
Whatever ellential Excellencies belong to the one, 
may with equal Truth be predicated of the other. 
And if the Son, in this our inferior World, be in all 
Points equal to his 1 'rogenitor, why fliould we not 
fuppofe, that the glorious Son of God is equal in all 
Rcipe&s to his Almighty Father? 

But I choofe to forbear all fuch fond Endeavours, 
to explain what, to our very limited Apprehenfions, 
is altogether inexplicable. I rather receive Scrip¬ 
ture for my Teacher, and give up my Sentiments to 
be formed and condudted by that infallible Guide. 
In Scripture there arc Abundance of Texts, which, 
in the moft explicit Terms imaginable, aflert the 
Son to be God. Now if he be God, he cannot 
have any Superior: Inferiority evidently deftroys 
Divinity: Inferiority, in any Inftance, is confiftent 
with the Notion of a Supreme Being. So that every 
Text in Scripture which aferibes a divine Nature to 
the blelled Jefus, feems to fpcak all that Atbanafius 
- ’ main- 
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maintains, concerning the abfolute, univerfal Equa¬ 
lity of the Son with the Father. 

In what RefpcCts can the Son be fuppofed infer 
rior ? Are not the fame Honours given to the Son, 
as are paid to the Father? The Pfalmift mentions 
two of the incommunicable Honours which are due 
to the Supreme Majefty. Both which, he declares, 
are and Ihall be addreffed to the Son; Prayer fhall be 
made ever unto him, and daily Ihall he be praifed. 'This 
adorable Perfon is the Objeift of our Worlhip 
throughout the whole Litany. In the Doxologies 
of our Liturgy the fame Glory is aferibed to all the 
three infinitely exalted Perfons of the Trinity. I 
-take Notice of this, not as a conclufive Argument, 
but only to hint at the uniform Judgment of our 
Refo'rmers on this important Head, and to point out 
their particular Care to inculcate, with inccfiant Afli- 
duity, this Belief upon the Members of their Com¬ 
munion.—Are not the fame Works aferibed to the 
Son, as are aferibed to the Father ? God, the Sove¬ 
reign and Supreme God, (according to the Peri- 
phrafis of a Heathen Poet, Cui nihil jimile , autjecun- 
dum,) often declares his matchlcfs Perfections, bv 
referring Mankind to his altonilhing Works of 
Creation. And is not the Son the Creator of the 
Univerfe? All Things were made by him, is the 
Teftimony of one Apoftle; and, he upholdeth all 
Things by the Word of his Power, the Depofition 
of another.—Is not the fame incommunicable Name 
applied to the Son? Jehovah is allowed to be a Name 
never attributed,throughout the whole Scripture, to 
any Being, but only to the one living and true God; 
who only hath Immortality, who hath no Superior, 
none like him in Heaven or Earth. But this Title 
is the Character of the incarnate Son. If we com¬ 
pare Mofes and St. Paul, we Ihall find that Chrift is 
Jehovah, Numb. xxi. 6. with i Cor. x. q. This 
Argument, I think, is not common} and, I muft 

own^ 
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own, has had a great Influence in fettling my Judg¬ 
ment, ever fmcc I was apprifed of it.—Another 
Proof was fuggefted in the Morning Leflon for .the 
Day, If.i. xlv. 23. compared with Phil. ii. 10. It is 
the Lord in the Prophet, that infinitely wife God who 
manifefteth, even from ancient Time, the dark and 
remote Events of Futurity; who peremptorily de¬ 
clares, that there is no God befides him, conl'e- 
que; tly none fuperior in any Degree to him; yet 
this mull (acted Per ion, who in the Prophet's Text 
has the Attributes of incomparable Perfection and 
unfhared Supremacy, is, in the Apoftle's Comment, 
the Redeemer. 

I fancy all thole Texts of Scripture, which feem • 
to you, Sir, fo diametrically oppofite to this Doctrine, 
will, upon a renewed examination,‘appear referable 
only to the Humanity of our Saviour. If fo, they 
cannot effect the Point under Debate, nor invalidate 
the Arguments urged in its Support. 

After all, I believe, here lies the grand Diffi¬ 
culty. Sonfhip, wc take for granted, implies 
Inferiority. Sonfhip implies the receiving of a 
Being from another; and, to receive a Being is 
an Inftance of Inferiority.—But, dear Sir, let us 
reprefs every bold Inquiry into this awful Secret; left 
that of the Apoitle, ay.n lufi-cxit ijj.Qxtiuay, be the light- 
eft Cen Aire we incur. What is right Reafoning, 
when applied to the Cafe of created Fxiftencc, is 
little lefs than Blafphcmy when applied to that Di¬ 
vine Perfon, who is from Everlafting to Everlafling, 
the great I AM.—The Generation of the Son of 
God is an unfathomable Myftery. A Prophet cries 
out with Amaze, Who can declare his Generation? 
And if we cannot conceive it, how can we form any 
Conclufions, or determine what Confequences fol¬ 
low from it?—Here it becomes us not to examine, 
but to adorft. If we know not how the Bones do 
grow in the Womb of her that is with Child, how 
jhall we be able to ftatc the Nature, or explain the 

Effects 
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EfFefls of a Generation, inexpreflibly more remote 
from our finite Apprehenfions ? 

Upon the whole ; fince the Scripture has given us 
repeated and unqueftionable A durances, that-Chrilfc 
is God ; fince common Senfe cries aloud againlf the 
Abfurdity of fuppofmg a God, who has a Superior; 
{hall we reject fuch poiitive Evidences of Revelation, 
and be deaf to the ltrongcit Remonltrances of our 
Reafon, merely becaufe we cannot conceive, how 
the Sonlhip of the Redeemer can be compatible with 
an abfolute Equality, in all poffible Perfection, to the 
Father ? 

It need not be hinted to ***, That this Dodtfine 
-of the Divinity, confequentlv of the Equality, of the 
fa Qrcd Tri-unf., is not merely a fpeculative Point, 
but has a moftclofc Connection with Pradtice; and 
is admirably fitted to influence our Lives, in the 
mod powerful and endearing Manner. That it is 
no lefs infeparably connected with the grand Blef- 
fings of Acquittance from the Guilt, and Delivery 
from the Bondage of Sin; Eleffings of unutterable 
and infinite V’alue, without which the Children of 
Men are of all Creatures mod milerable ; which yet 
we cannot reafonably hope to enjoy, if anv of thofe 
illuftrious Perfons concerned in accomplifhing the 
great Redemption, be fuppofod lefs than Divine. 

The 18th Article, you add, is “ another Objection 
“ to me, which begins thus , They alfo arc to he had 
“ accurfed, &c.”—This, as you obferve, feems harlh. 
Yet the Harflinefs is not ours, but the Apoftle’s. 
I imagine, this is no more than a Tranfcript of St. 
Paul’s awful and folemn Declaration, tranfmitted to 
the Galatian Converts, and denounced againft their 
corrupting Teachers. Be pleafed. Sir, to perufe 
attentively that whole infpired Letter, and efpecially 
toconfider, Chap. i. Verfes6,7,8,9. Then permit 
me to appeal to yourfclf, whether our Article pro- 
feffes any Doftrine, which is not clearly eftablifhed 
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•in that moft excellent Epiftle; or whether our Church 
ulcs more li verc Terms, than the Apoftle thinks 
proper to thunder out, in that memorable Paffage? 
—But might not this Doitrine have been palliated a 
little, o: the tremendous Sanction fomewhatfeftened? 
No; we mull not acid to, or diminifli from, our in¬ 
violable Rule. A faithful Steward of the divine 
Myltcries, mud declare the whole Will of God, in 
its full Extent and Latitude ; together with the fear¬ 
ful Confcijuences of ptefumptuoufly oppofing it, as 
well as the blefled Effects of cordially receiving it. 

I am not furprifetl, that this Procedure lfartlcs 
feme, oil ends others. St. Paul feems to have forc- 
feen this Event; and therefore apologizes for him- 
lelf, (hall I fay? rather declares his unalterable Rc- 
folution of perliiting in this Practice; q. d. I am 
fenfiblc, that fuch Teachings will be far from pala¬ 
table too many of my Hearers; I am aware 
alfo, that to threaten the divine Anathema on every 
Oppofcrof this Doctrine, will be (till more offenfive. 
But {hall I defift on thefe Confide rations? Shall I 
accommodate the flandard Do&rines of Heaven to 
the depraved Taffe of the Age; or be follicitous to 
make them fquare with the favourite Schemes of 
human Device, only to avoid creating Difguft in 
fomc Minds? No, verily: I preach what unerring 
Wifdom has revealed, not what capricious Man has 
dreamed, (a;0* ynro arAtffnOvt 7 ] 7• y Qsot;) and 
therefore dare not vary one Jot or Tittle from my 
high Orders. My Bufinefs is principally to pleafe 
God by a faithful Difchargc of my Commiflion, not 
to ingratiate myfeif with Men, by moelelling my 
Doctrine in Conformity to their Humours; 
(&v aitff.'Taf ;) and therefore I muff, 1 roufi 

deliver it, juft as I received it. 

But why do I offer to illuftrate thefe Texts? Your 
own Meditations, I perfuade myfeif, will difeern, 
much more clearly than I can reprefent, that the 
Compilers'of cur Articles are no other than the Echo 

pf 
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of* St, Paul: or rather that they only fet their Seal 
to the Dodlrines of Chrifh, which he taught; and 
approve that Wrdift of Heaven, which he has 
brought in. This Confideration will acquit them 
from the Charge of Harfhnefs of Expreffion, or 
Uncharitablcnefs of Sentiment. 

Your Objections thus proceed. “ I believe that 
“ every one will be fnved, who alls up to the bcjl of 
“ his Knowledge.” —I almoft durft venture to join 
Ifl'ue with my Friend upon this Footing; and un¬ 
dertake to prove, from this very Pofition, the uni- 
verfal Neceflity of believing in Chrilt for Salvation. 
Bccaufe, i think, it is indifputably certain, that there 
?s no Man living who has in all Points acted up to 
hi? Knowledge. Arid if he has fwerved, inanyln- 
ftance, from his known acknowledged Duty, how 
fhall he cfcape Punifhment, without an Atonement? 
I^ideo meliora prohoque deteriora fequor, is what the 
moft vigilant and upright of Mortals have at fome 
unhappy Moments, felt to be true. If fo, how fhall 
they (land before that righteous God, who will‘not 
acquit the Guilty, without an Intereft in the great 
Expiation?—But, I prefume, your Propofition is to 
be taken in a more qualified Senfe; it means, that 
thofe who finccrely, though not perfectly^ in the 
main Courfe of their Life, and as far as the Infirmi¬ 
ties of a frail Nature admit, a£l up to their Know¬ 
ledge ; that theie fhall be faved, even without their 
Application to the Merits of a Saviour. If this 
Opinion be true, I own, it muft be very unfafe to 
fulifcribe our Articles. 

When this Point is in Difpute, I apprehend, we 
arc to confine it to thofe who live in a Gofpel Land, 
Where Opportunities of knowing the good Will of 
God prefent themfelves every Day, every Hour. As 
for the Heathens, who lie under unavoidable and 
irremediable Ignorance of the bleffed Jefus, they are 
out of the f^wftion. They, I think, (hould be re- 
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mitted to God’s unfearchable Wifdom and Goodncfs. 
There may be uncovenanted Mercies for them, 
which we know nothing of. It feems to be a dar¬ 
ing and unjuft ifiable Ralhnefs, for us to determine 
one Way or the other, with Regard to their final 
State. This, however, is plain from the Oracles of 
Revelation, that it will be more tolerable for thofe 
poor Gentiles in the Day of eternal Judgment, than 
for thofe inexcufablc Infidels, who have heard and 
difobeyed, the glorious Gofpel.—The Controvcrfy 
then concerns thofe only, who have the Bible in 
their Hands, or the Voice of the Preacher founding 
in their religious Allemblies every Sabbath-Day. 
Thefe, dear Sir, I cannot think will inherit Salva - 
lion, though they aft with ever fo much Sincerity, 
according to their Knowledge, unlefs they add to 
their Knowledge, Faith. 

Perhaps, what we call their Knowledge, is no 
better than downright and wilful Ignorance: the 
Light that is in them is Darkiiefs. Perhaps, they 
never took any Pains to get themfelves informed in 
the glorious Peculiarities of the Gofpel. If fo, their 
Conduct is one continued Difobedicnce to the di¬ 
vine Commands, which require us to feek for 
Wifdom as for hid Treafurcs; which charge us to 
l’earch the Scriptures (tpcjixv) as narrowly, as induf- 
trioufly, ns the Sportfman fearches every Spot of 
Ground, beats every Tuft of Grafs, in order to ftart 
the latent Game. In .this Cafe, what we call their 
Knowledge, is really Blindnefs itfelf; and their 
'Want of true Knowledge cannot be their Plea, be- 
caufc it is evidently their Negleft and their Sin. 

But fuppofe thefe Perfons have fearched the Scrip¬ 
tures, and yet are pepfuaded, that there is no fuch 
Need of a Saviour's Merits. Shall we condemn 
them in thefe Circumftanccs?—We do not prefume 
to fit as their Judges, or to fcattcr at our Pleafure 
the Thunders of eternal Vengeance j we only de¬ 
clare. 
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^larc, what Sentence is palled upon them by the. 
lupremc Difpcnfer of Life and Death. He has 
made it an adjudged Cafe: he has paffed it into an 
irrepcalable Law, That whofo believeth not in the 
Son of God, whofoever perverfely periifts in fcek- 
ing fome other Method of Salvation, and will not 
fly to that Redeemer whom infinite Wifdotn has fet 
forth foraPropitiation,this Man iscondcmned already. 

Will it belaid? That a Man cannot help ailent- 
ing to what he is thoroughly perfuaded to be right. 
And if a Deilt from his very Soul believes, that 
Morality alone is the Way to Life; ami that the 
Notion of a Redeemer, to make Satisfaction, and 
^>cure Juftification, is a religious Chimera; lit all 
we blame fuch a one for following the genuine 
Dictates of his Mind?—I anfwcr, liill I anfwcr. 
That we mull abide by the Determinations of that 
fovereign God, whofe Judgment we are fure is ac¬ 
cording to Truth. He has faid, nor can all the 
Cavils and Sophiftry in the W'orld fuperfede the 
Decree, He that believeth not, (hall be damned. 
Be not (hocked. Sir, at the feeming Severity of the 
Doom. Rather let us be (hocked, be greatly afto- 
niflied, at the prodigious Hardinefs of thofe more 
than llecly Hearts, which can attend to fuch Terrors 
of the Lord, and not be perfuaded to come to Chrilt; 
nay, what is enough to make Heaven and Eatth 
horribly amazed, can hear of thefe Terrors, and 
yet regard them no more than a Puff of empty Air. 

Nor will it extenuate the Crime of Unbelief, to 
alledge in Behalf of the Infidel, that he is a&ually 
convinced, in his own Confidence, that his Senti¬ 
ments are right. He may be fo; and yet be inex- 
cufably guilty notwithftanding. For is it not owing 
to his own Fault, that he has imbibed fuch Senti¬ 
ments? Is it not through his own criminal Mifcon- 
dud, that he has contracted fuch a perverfe Habit of 
Thinking? Has he not indulged fome darling Vice, 
1 which 



E 64 3 

Which has clouded his Underftanding ? Or inftcad 
of obeying the great Mandate of Heaven, This is 
my beloved Son, hear ye him; has he not attended 
folely to the Arguings, Deductions, and Difcernment 
of his own Reafon, as his only Guide to heavenly 
Truth? A Drunkard verily thinks, (if he thinks at 
all) that he does nobly in committing Infults on 
quiet harmlefs People. But will his bare thinking, 
that he aCts gallantly, acquit him at the Bar of 
Equity ? Perhaps, in his prefent Condition, he can¬ 
not help fanfying, that his Actions are becoming, 
and that he does well to be turbulent and outrage¬ 
ous ; but though he cannot help the Effect, might_ 
he not have avoided the Caufe of his Phren?.} r 
Mcthinks, this Comparifon will hold good, if applied 
to the Cafe of many Scorners of the Gofpel; who 
think contemptuoufly of Jefus Chrift, and who really 
apprehend they do nothing amifs in depreciating his 
Obedience and Death. But I fear, they have 
brought upon themfelves this deplorable Delirium or 
Intoxication of their Underftandings, either by Vo- 
luptuoufnefs and Debauchery, or clfe by Self-Con¬ 
ceit, and the tnoft odious Arrogance of Mind; 
which, in the ElHmatc of the Holy One of Ifrael , is 
no better than fpiritual Idolatry. 

For my Part, I am allured, that God has voucli- 
fafed us the Means of obtaining the Knowledge of 
himfelf, and of Jefus Chrift, whom he hath fent; it 
is equally certain, that he has commanded us to ac¬ 
quaint ourfelves with him, and be at Peace; it is no 
lefs undeniable, that whofoever feeks this ineftimable 
Knowledge, by a diligent Application to the Scrip¬ 
tures, by a Child-like Dependence on the Teachings 
'of the Divine Spirit, by humble Prayers to be led 
into all Truth, and by doing the Will of God, fo far 
as he is acquainted with it,—whofoever feeks, by 
ufing thefe Means, lhall find; fhall come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, and be laved. If there¬ 
fore 
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fore Perfons are fo negligent, as not to ufe thefe 
Methods; fo audacious, as to contemn them; fo 
haughty, as to imagine they have no Need of them; 
they may juftly be given over to their own Delufions, 
and yet be moft righteoufly punifhed as Suicides of 
their Souls. 

But {fill it is pleaded in Vindication of the good- 
natured, civilized Infidel, That there is no Turpi¬ 
tude in his Life; that his Behaviour is every Way 
Irreproachable.—As to the Turpitude of his Life, 
when compared with the Convcrfition of other 
Men, I have nothing to fay. But furely, there is the 
highell Iniquity in his Principles and Conduit, when 
>A(npared with the revealed Will of God ; which is 
the pnly Criterion of Truth, the only Standard of 
Excellence. God has commanded all Men to 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father; 
but thefe People proteft againll: the divine Edidt, and 
fay, with thofe infolcnt Subjects in the Gofpel, Wc 
will not have this Jefus to reign over us. God has 
folemnly declared, That all Mankind are become 
guilty before him; that by the Works of the moral 
Law, no E'leftj living fhall be juftified; that there is 
no Mediator between God and Man, but the Man 
Chrift Jefus; but thefe People maintain, in Defiance 
of this Declaration, that they themfelves are able to 
make up Matters with their offended Creator, and 
can, by their o.vn honeft Behaviour, fecure a Title 
to everlafting Felicity. God, of his fuperabundant 
and inconceivably rich Goodnefs, has given his Son, 
his only Son to fuffer Agonies, to flied Blood, to lay 
down an infinitely precious Life for them; yet thefe 
People, like thofe impious Wretches that crucified 
the Lord of Glory, deride his Agonies, trample upon 
his Blood, and though he has redeemed them, they 
fpeak Lies againft him *.—Let us fee then a little 

• Ilofea viii. 13. 
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Part of the Evidence fummed up againft the Spirit 
of Unbelief. It implies Stubbornnefs, which is a* 
the Sin of Witchcraft i Rebellion, which is as Ini¬ 
quity and Idolatry: it implies the moil affirming 
Pride, which is an Abomination to the Lord: it 
implies the vileft Ingratitude, even amidft the moft 
unbounded Beneficence, and the Voice of Nature 
has proclaimed Ingratum ft dixeris, omnia dixeris .— 
Let the impartial Confiderer decide, whether the 
Heart of thefe Perfons be right before God; or 
■whether their Conduct, when brought to the Teft of 
that Word which is to judge them at the laft Day, 
be fo unbl'amcable, as is frequently pretended. 

Enough has been Paid of the two firft Points: . 
fear, more than enough to fatigue your Attention. 
However, I now draw in the Reins, and promife 
not to put your Patience upon doing fuch tedious 
Penance anymore. 

There is another Expreffion in the Paragraph re¬ 
lating to the 18th Article, which, fince you expect 
my undifguifed Opinion, I cannot difmifs without a 
Remark. “ When the Scriptures fay, that Men fhail 
“ be faved through the Name of Chrijl, you fuppofe , 
“ Sir, they mean, that Chriji made a general Atone- 
“ ment for original Sin.” —Whereas, I apprehend, 
that fuch Texts import abundantly, I had almoftfaicl 
infinitely more. Thus much, I think, at leaf! they 
muft amount to in their Signification; that if we 
are faved from the Guilt of our Offences, it Ihall be 
only through the all-atoning Blood of the Lamb of 
God. If we are made acceptable to that awful 
jvlajeily who dwelleth in Light inacceflible,, this our 
Juftlfication fhail be in Confideration of the Obe¬ 
dience and Rightcoufnefs of the beloved Son; if we 
obtain thecSpirit of San&ification, are enabled to 
deny all j^godlinefs, and to live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godlily in this prelent evil World, it fhail be 
through the Intercelfion of Jcfus our great High- 

Prieff, 
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Prieft, by whom alorie the Holy Ghoft is vouchfafed 
to unworthy polluted Sinners. All this I take to be 
included in that Word, of moft rich and compre- 
henfive Meaning, Salvation j and fince it is affirmed, 
that we are faved by Chrift, I fhould think, it muft 
fignify, that we obtain all thefe glorious and invalu¬ 
able Benefits through that all-fufficient Mediator. 

As to Chrift’s making an Atonement for original 
Sin, that furely was but one fingle Branch of his 
important Undertaking: Woe, Woe be to the In¬ 
habitants of the Earth, if he did no more. Our 
aCtual Sins, the Sins of our Heart, the Sins of our 
Life, our Sins of Omiffion and Sins of Commiffion; 
aiwUill thefe Sins, which are more in Number than 
the Hairs of. our Head, heavier with horrid Aggra¬ 
vations than the Sand of the Sea, he bore in his own 
Body on the Tree. He was wounded for our Of¬ 
fences; he was bruifed for our Tranfgreffions; and 
the Lord laid on him (not only the innate Depravi¬ 
ty, but) the aCtual Iniquities of us all. 

Your next Obje&ion lies againft the 13th Article, 
namely, “ Works done before the Grace of Chrifl y art 
“ not acceptable to God.—-Is the Meaning of this Tenet t 
“ you afk y that Men are made with a natural Incapa - 
“ city of doing any Thing but fmful Attions ?” —I an- 
fwer, this is not fo properly the Meaning of the Ar¬ 
ticle, as a moft cogent Reafon to eftablim it. Only 
let it be ftated a little more clearly, and it is no in- 
confiderable Argument in Proof of the Do&rine. 
Men were not made by their Creator with this In¬ 
capacity, but they have brought it upon themfelves 
by their own Fault. By their Original Sin they 
have contracted a moft miferable Depravity, and 
have made themfelves erj®. «m uya&w uinu/cus *. 
Since therefore we can dot» good Work, before we 
are renewed by the Grace of Chrift, it feems to fol- 

* Tit. i. 16. 

F 1 low. 



C 68 J 

low. That wc can do no Work acceptable to God, 
till this Renovation take Place.—This you obferve, 
does not feem fo agreeable to Charity, as one could 
wifh.—Worthy Sir, our Notions of Charity are 
not to be the Rule of the divine Acceptance either 
of Perfons or Things. If the Do&rine be agree¬ 
able to the Declarations of unerring Wifdom, we 
are to admit it with all Readinefs, and rather con¬ 
clude, that we miftake the Nature of Charity, than 
that the Scripture miftakes the Terms of the Al¬ 
mighty’s Acceptance and Favour.—You know, Sir, 
it is the esprefs Voice of Scripture, that without 
Faith, it is impoffible to pleafe God; and till the 
Spirit of Chrift be filed abroad in the Soul, it pofoT- 
fes no fuch facred Principle as true Faith.—k 1 is a 
favourite Apothegm of our Divine Mafter’s, That a 
corrupt Tree cannot bririg forth Fruit. And are 
not all that fpring from the Stock of fallen Adam , 
corrupt Trees, until they are engrafted into the true 
Olive-tree, and partake of his meliorating and ge¬ 
nerous Juices?—I (hall only mention one more 
fci ip'.ural Oracle; an Oracle delivered not from 
Delphi, r.o, nor from Mount Sinai, but immediately 
from Heaven itfelf: This is my beloved Son, in 
whotn I am well pleafed. I have always thought 
thel'e Words are to be taken in an exclufive Senfe; 
ks though the everlafting Father had faid, I am well 
• pleafed with the apoftate Race of Adam, only as they 
are reconciled through my beloved Son: uninterelled 
in him, no Perfons are the Objc&s of my Compla¬ 
cency, unrecommended by him, no Aftions are the 
Subject of my Approbation. If this be the genuine 
Senfe of the railage, it will ferve at once to confirm 
the Arttcbte and to obviate the Obje&ion derived 
from thwfJtficierrcy, and Remains of Pollution, that 
cleave even to the Performances of a Believer. 

I am glad you have fatisfied yourfelf with relation 
to the Article, which touches upon Predeftination 

and 
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and Ele&ion. Thefe are fublime Point?, far above 
the Solution of our low Capacities. But, for my 
Part, I am no more furprized, that ,fomc revealed 
Truths fliould amaze my Underftanding, than that 
the blazing Sun fliould dazzle my Eyes. That 
fuch Things are mentioned in the infpired Writings 
as real Fadts, is undeniable. I fliould renounce my 
very Reafon, if I did not believe what Omnifcience 
attefts, even though it fliould imply what is altoge¬ 
ther inexplicable by my fcanty Conceptions. And 
why fliould the incaverned Mole, whofe Dwelling is 
in Darknefs, whofe Sight is but a fmall Remove from 
Blindnefs, why fliould fuch a poor Animal wonder, 
that it cannot dart its Eye through unnumbered 
Worlds, or take in at a Glance the vaft Syftcm of 
the Vlniverfe ? 

Your Senfe of the 20th Article is exadtly mine. 

The Authority you mention, is, in my Opinion, all 
“ the Authority which the Church, the Rulers and 
“ Governors of the Church , can reafonahly claim, or re- 
“ gularly exercife, in Matters relating to Faith.” 
Thefe Rulers have Power, as you juftly obferve, to 
fe'ttle, in Conformity with what they conclude to be 
the Meaning of Scripture, the Nature and Extent of 
their own Creed; and none, I think, can fairly deny 
them a Right to determine, what Points of Belief 
fliall be the indifpenfable Terms of enjoying Com¬ 
munion with their Society. But as for i know not 
what Privilege of interpreting Scripture, in fuch' a 
manner, as that it fliall be Contumacy to examine, 
before we credit, or Heterodoxy and Herefy to con¬ 
trovert their Expofition; this is an Authority whi<;h 
I cannot allow to any Man, or Body of Men, now 
in the World. At this Rate our Faith would be 
built upon the Deciflons of the Church, not on the 
Determinations of the infpired Word; and, confe- 
quently, be not of God, but of Men. 


Could 
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Could I have imagined when I fet Pen to Paper, 
that it would have run fuch extravagant Lengths! 
Bear with my Prolixity, dear Sir, and excufe my 
Freedom; or, rather, if I have faid any Thing in 
too free a Style, you muft charge it upon your own 
Condefcenfion and Candour, which have embolden¬ 
ed me to deliver my Sentiments without the leaft 
Cloak or Referve. 

But I muft not, I dare not, clofe, without aCting 
as becomes a Minifter of the Gofpel; without re¬ 
minding my valuable Friend, that the Infpiration of 
the Almighty giveth Wifdom; that a Man can re¬ 
ceive nothing, much lefs an Acquaintance with the 
Myfteries of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, unlels it bp 
given Him from above. To this Fountain of f- 
dom, and Father of Lights, let us make humble, ear- 
neft, daily Application. Then ftiall “ we fee the 
Things, that belong to our Peace;” ard as it is 
moil emphatically exprefled by the facred Penman, 
f‘ Knew the Truth as it is in jefus .” 

I am, &c. 


LETTER XXI. 


Dear Sir, IVtJien-Favtll, Jan. 10,174.5-6. 

H OW arduous, and how momentous, is the Taft: ” 
you have afligned me! A Senfe of its Difficulty 
and Importance almoft deterred me from venturing, 
jfp much as to attempt it. A cordial Friendthip in- 
ftigated, and a Confcioufnefs of my own Incapacity 
checked, for fome Time, my fluctuating Mind. At 
length the Bias* inclined to the Side of the former; 
my ReluCtance, urged by the Requeft of a Friend, 
gives way; ana now I am fully determined.—De¬ 
termined, to what? To enter the Lifts againft the 

Adver- 
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Adverfaries of tiie Trinity f More particularly to ap¬ 
pear as the Champion for the Perfonality and Divi¬ 
nity of the Holy Ghoft? With a View of refting 
the grand Debate on the Dexterity of this Pen ? No; 
Sir, 1 form no fuch rnmantick Schemes j I renounce 
any fuch Undertaking ; 1 am only determined to lay 
before you the Thoughts which have occurred, ftnce 
l received your lalf Letter; and this, on the Condi¬ 
tion of having them returned to the Secrecy of my 
Ciofet, after you have paffed your Judgment, and 
beitowed your Corrections upon them. 

In managing this Controversy, ihall I fay? Or 
rather in purfuing this Enquiry, it behoves us hum¬ 
bly to apply to the great Father of Lights for Direc- 
u\,n. They fhall all be taught of God, fays the 
Prophet; this Promife we fliould humbly plead at the 
Throne of Grace, and in chearful Dependance on 
its Accomplifliment, proceed to examine, with a 
modeft and reverential Awe, the myftcrious Points 
before us. Whoever rejects this Key, and yet hopes 
to be admitted into the Treafures of heavenly Know¬ 
ledge, acts altogether as imprudent a Part, as if he 
fhould expect to attain a mafterly Skill in Mathe- 
maticks, and at the fame Time neglect to inform 
himfelf of the firft Principles of that admired Science. 
When a divine Perfon is the Objedt of our Confide- 
ration, then i'urely it becomes us, in a more efpecial 
manner, not to lean to our own Underftanding, but, 
like little Children, to rely on the Teachings of that 
all-wife Spirit, whofe Nature, Dignity, and Attri¬ 
butes, we would devoutly contemplate.—You will, 
perhaps, take Notice, that I anticipate what is to be 
proved; and take it for granted, that the Holy Qhoft 
is Indeed God. I would only pbferve from this 
Remark, how naturally we/wim,\how almoft una¬ 
voidably we conclude, that rerfop to be really God, 
who is appointed to lead us into utb, 
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Let us now. Sir, if you pleafe, addrefs ourfelves 
to the Enquiry, whether the Holy Spirit is a real 
Perfon,—whether that Pcrfon is very God,—and, 
thefe Particulars being difeufled, it maybe proper to 
examine briefly the moft material of Mr. Tomkins 's 
Obje&ions.—Hut to whom, to what fhal! we apply, 
in order to find the Satisfaction we feck ? To Real'on, 
and her naked unaffifted Di&ates ? Hardly can Rea- 
fon guefs aright with relation to the Things that are 
before our Eyes; much lefs can fhe determine, with 
any Certainty, concerning the unfearehable Depths 
of the divine Nature, thole t« r» <?«*. We 
have in the Word of Revelation an infallible Oracle. 
To this let us direct our Search. To the Dccihou 
of this unerring Standard, let us inviolably adhejtf 
however it may fitrpafs our Compreheniion, or 'run 
counter to our fond l-’rcpoifelHons. 

Here we may poflibly a!k, is not the Spirit of 
God, by a common Metonymy, put for God him- 
felf?—I own I have fometimes been inclined to 
hefitate on this Qucftion. When it is laid, my 
Spirit {hall not always ftiive with Man, and grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God ; 1 have never thought 
thefe Paflages a fufiicient Proof of the Pcrfonality of 
the bleilcd Spirit, though (if I miftake not) com¬ 
monly urged in Support of the Doctrine. Thefe, I 
apprehend, might fairly be interpreted of grieving 
God himfelf, and refitting the tender gracious Over¬ 
tures of his Mercy. Conformably to that parallel 
Form of Speech, where it is faid by the infpired 
Writer, Paul's Spirit was grieved, /. e. without ail 
Difpute, Paul himfelf was inwardly aflli&ed. 

Again; perhaps, the Spirit of the Lord may be 
nothing more than a particular Modification or Ex- 
creife of a divine Power *efident in the Deity. For 
inttancc, when it is faid, in the prophetic Language, 
Not by Might, nor by Force, but by my Spirit, faith 
the Lord: or, by the evangelical Hiilorian, The 
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Holy Ghoft was upon him. Are not thefc Text* 
nearly equivalent, in Point of Signification, to thofe 
fcriptural Expreffions, The right Hand of the Lord 
bringeth mighty Things to pafs. The Infpiration of 
the Almighty giveih Underftanding. Is not this the 
Meaning of the former Paflage. Not mortal 
Strength, but God’s omnipotent Aid giveth Victory 
in the Battle, and Succefs in every Undertaking: 
and this the Import of the latter, the Communica¬ 
tions of infinite WilUom enlightened his Mind in an 
extraordinary manner ? 

Were there no other Scriptures, which concerned 
themfelvcs in this Debate, I fhould be ready to give 
up the Point. But there are feveral, which moft 
ftrV.'gly imply the Perfonality of the Holy Ghoft, 
though they may not afl'ert it in pofitive Terms. It 
is true, we meet with no fuch Terms as Perfonality 
in facred Writ, but if we find the Thing fignified, it 
is in Effeift the fame. No one can Ihew me the 
Word Refurre&ion in the whole Pentateuch, but 
will any one prefume to maintain, that this Dodtrine 
is not to be proved from the Books of Mofes? Our 
Lord's famous Reply to the enfnaring Interrogatory 
of the Sadducccs, muft for ever filence fuch a Sug- 
geftion. And this we may further learn from his 
Method of arguing, that it is not only proper, but 
our Duty, to deduce Truths, by fair Confequences, 
which the Text may not explicitly fpeak. 

Be pleafed. Sir, to confider the Apoltical Bene¬ 
diction, The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
the Love of God, and the Fcllowlhip of the Holy 
Ghoft be with you all. If we allow the Apoftle to 
underftand the true Import of Language, muft it not 
follow from this Paflage, that the Holy Spirit is a 
real Perfon, and diftintt from the Father and the 
Son? Otherwife, would not the facred Writer, 
ought not the facred Writer, to havr.txpreffed him- 
felf in a different Manner; to have laid rather, The 

Fel- 
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Fcllowfhip of his, or the Feliowfhip of their Spirit? 
—The Form of admin iff ring Baptifm is another 
Text of this Nature: In the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. It is evi¬ 
dent ; I believe, it is allowed bv all, that the two 
firft are real diftindt Pcrf'ons, and is there not equal 
Reafon to conclude, that the lafl mentioned is a 
Perfon alfo ? Suppoiie you fhould endeavour to dif- 
tinguifh three Perfons in your Uifcourfe, what other 
Language would you ufe than this?—I dare fay. Sir, 
you are fenfible, that One Scripture Proof, if plain in 
its Signification, and inconteftible in its Evidence, is 
as valid, as decifive as one thoufand. Becaufe one 
fuch Proof bears the Stamp of infallible Wifdom and 
infinite Veracity. Therefore, was there no other 
Hint in all the infpired Volumes, but thefe pregnant 
Words which compofe the Form of Baptifm, this 
fingle Proof would be fufficiently fatisfadtory to my 
Judgment. 

1 fhall take Leave to refer you to a few more Evi¬ 
dences, and tranfcribe only the following : There 
are three that bear Witncfs in Heaven, the Father, 
the Logos, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are 
One. But this, we are told, is a furreptitious Text; 
foifted by the bigotted Efpoufers of a certain favou¬ 
rite Set of Doctrines.—The only Refource this of 
our Oppofers, when their Cafe becomes defperate, 
when Convidtion flafhes in their Faces; when every 
other Subterfuge fails; then the Pretence of fpurious, 
and interpolated Reading is trumped up.. It is not 
to be found, they cry, in forae very hncient Copy; 
perhaps, the Alexandrine MS. acknowledges no fuch 
Pafiage. But this I muft be allowed to queftion: I 
dare not take our Adverfaries bare Word; etpecially, 
fince fomc of the declared Enemies of Orthodoxy 
are not the moft exemplary for Truth and Integrity. 
However, g|inting that there may be no fuch Text 
v iu the Alexandrine’ MS. for my Part, I fhould not 

fcruple 
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fcruple to abide by the univerfal Teftimony of all 
Editions, in all Countries, much rather than to give 
up myfelf implicitly to the Authority of a Angle MS. 
I fhould think it much more reafonable to conclude, 
that the Tranfcriber of that particular Copy, had, 
through Overfight, dropt fome Sentence, rather than 
to charge all the other Copies with Forgery, and the 
Editions of all Ages with a grofs Miftake. Confi- 
der. Sir, not only the apparent Difficulty, but the 
moral Impoffibility of corrupting the facred Books 
in that palpable Manner, which this Objedion would 
infinuate; at a Time when every private Chriftian 
valued them more than Life, and fpent no Day 
without a diligent Contemplation of them; at a 
Time, when each particular Se£t read them con- 
ftan^tly in their public Aflemblies, and watched over 
the Genuineness of each Text with a moft jealous 
Eye. Would it be an eafy Matter to introduce a 
fuppofititious Claufe into an ordinary Will, after it 
had been folemnly proved at Dodors Commons , and 
one authentic Copy preferved in the Archives? If 
this is fcarce poffible, how much more unlikely is it, 
that any one ftiould be able to pra&ife fo iniquitoufly 
upon the infpired Writings, when notone only, but 
unnumbered Copies were depofited in the moft vi¬ 
gilant Hands, and difperfed throughout the World? 

I fhall only defire you to confult thofe other Scrip¬ 
tures, Rom. xv. 16, 30. John xvi. 13, 14, 15. 
which, without heaping together a Multitude of 
other Proofs, feem to put the Matter beyond all 
rational Doubt. In the laft of thofe Places, you 
will take particular Notice, that the Writer fpeaks 
of the Holy Ghoft in the mafculine Gender. How 
could this confift with Propriety of Style, upon any 
other Scheme than ours? The Expreffion fhould 
have been it, not He, if the Holy Ghoft were a 
divine Energy alone, and not a real Perfon. Nay, 
it is reiparkable, that though be a Neuter, yet 
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Ac Hiftorian varies the Gender, and gives us a 
mafculine Relative, o1«» «x6« iwift', K * *3 ■ tixt 3 <,£xa -«; 
and on what Principles can this Conftru&ion be ac¬ 
counted for, or juftified, but by allowing the Holy 
Spirit to be a Perfon ? This, I think, is an Obferva- 
tion of fome Confequence ; and, therefore, accurate 
Writers fhould beware of ufmg the Word it, and 
rather chufe the Pronoun Him, when fpeaking of 
this divine Being. 

The mention of divine Being reminds me of our 
fecond fubjedt of Enquiry, viz. Whether the Holy 
Ghoft is very God?—Here I fhould be glad to 
know, what Kind or Degree of Evidence will fatisfy 
Ac Inquirers. If we are fo far humble and impar¬ 
tial as to prefer the Declarations of an unerring 
Word, to the Preconceptions of our Mind; 1 mink, 
there is molt fufficient Proof afforded by the Scrip¬ 
tures. Whereas, if we bring not thefe Difpofitions 
to the Search, it will be no Wonder, if we are be¬ 
wildered ; if we are given up to our own Delufions; 
nay, it will be no incredible, no unprecedented 
Thing, for God to hide thefe Myfleries from fuch 
(in their own Opinion) wife and prudent Ones, 
while he reveals them to (Men endued with the 
Simplicity and Teachablcnefs of) Babes. 

Is that Being truly God, who is poflefTed of 
divine Attributes ? This Queftion, I imagine, every 
Body will anfwer in the Affirmative. So that if it 
appears, that the Holy Ghoft is inverted with the 
incommunicable Attributes of the Deity, our Aftent 
will be won, and our Difpute at an End.—Is it not 
the Prerogative, of the all-feeing God, to fearch the 
Heart, and try the Reins? Jer. xvii. io. and is not 
this die undoubted Prerogative of the blefied Spirit? 
I Car. ii. io.—Is Eternity an Attribute of God, and 
of God only? Deut. xxxii. 27. 0 ‘x. u " adaratriay, 

I Tim. vi, j 6. This is clearly the Property of the 
Holy Ghoft, who is ftyled by the Author of the 

Epiftle 
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Epiftle to the Hebrews, The eternal Spirit, Htb. 
ix. 14.—Is Wifdom, underived, eflential Wifdom, a 
Character of God, called by the Apoftle f*o«* a-opot 
©iot, Jude 25. This is the illuftrious Character of 
the Holy Ghoft. He is the Spirit of Wifdom and 
Revelation, Eph. i. 17. In Confequence of which 
facred Excellency, he is able to lead his People into 
all Truth.—Is Omniprefence a neceflary Proof of 
Divinity? If fo, the Holy Ghoft challenges it upon 
this Claim ; for thus faith the infpired Poet, Whither 
Ihall 1 go then from thy Spirit, Pfal. cxxxix. 7.—- 
Is Omnipotence a fufficient Atteftation of the God¬ 
head of the Holy Ghoft? He that enableth Mortals 
to controll the Powers, to alter the Courfe, to fu- 
perfi'Je the fundamental Laws of Nature; can He 
be lefs than the Lord God Almighty? Yet St. Paul 
declares, that his Ability to work all manner of 
aftonilhing Miracles, for the Confirmation of hie 
Miniftry, was imparted to him by the Spirit. Rom. 
xv. 19.—If any farther Proof is demanded, be pleaf- 
ed to confider, with an unprejudiced Attention, 
that very memorable Paffage, Matt. xii. 31, 32. 
Surely, from an attentive Confideration of this 
Text, we muft be conftrained to acknowledge, that 
the Holy Ghoft is ftrietly and properly God. 
Otherwife, how could the Sin againft him be of fo 
enormous a Nature, fo absolutely unpardonable, and 
the dreadful Caufe of inevitable Ruin?—St. Paul , in 
hisjirft Epiftle to the Corinthians , (vi. rg.) addref- 
fes his Converts with this remarkable Piece of In- 
ftru&ion, Your Body is the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoft. • The lame Apoftle, writing to the fame 
Believers, in his fecond Epiftle, (vi. 16.) has the 
following Expreflion, Ye are the Temples of the 
living God. Who can compare thefe Texts, and 
yet be fo hardy as deliberately to deny, that the Holy 
Ghoft, and the living God are one and the famer 
Befides, if thefe two Scriptures, viewed in Conjunc¬ 
tion,. 
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tion with each other, did not afcertain the Divinity 
of the blefled Spirit, the very Purport of the Exprel- 
fion, Ye are Temples of the Holy Ghoft, fufficiently 
evinces it. It is certain, that the very EHence of a 
Temple, or to fpeak in the Terms of the Logician, 
the Differentia conjlitutiva of a Temple, confifts in 
the Reiidence of a Deity. The Inhabitation of the 
higheft created Being cannot conftitute a Temple} 
nothing but the Indwelling of the one infinite, al¬ 
mighty Lord God. Since therefore, the Indwell¬ 
ing of the Holy Spirit renders the Bodies of Chrif- 
tians Temples, it feems to be a clear Cafe, that he 
is truly Gtxl.—Another Text, a Text never omitted 
when this Point is under Debate, and a Text, in 
my Opinion, fingly fufficient to give a final Deci- 
fron to the Doubt, is in Ails v. 3,4. where the Per- 
fon {filed Ayio. n>ivp« in one Verfe, is exprefsly de¬ 
clared to be ©i®- in the next. Now, can we ima¬ 
gine, -that an Evangelift, under the Guidance of 
unerring Wifdom, could write with fuch unaccount¬ 
able Inaccuracy as the Deniers of this Article mult 
maintain? Were this Suppofition admitted,I fhould 
almoft begin to queftion the Infpiration of the facred 
Books. At this rate, they would feem calculated to 
confound the Judgment, and elude the common 
Senfe of the Readers. For, to fpeak fo frequently of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft,—to fpeak 
in fuch Language as we always ufe in diftinguiihing 
various Perfons,—to aferibe to them feverally fuch 
Attributes as, by univerfal Acknowledgement, com¬ 
port only with the fupreme God,—nay, to call eadi 
Perfon by himfelf, diftin&ly, exprefsly to call each 
Perfon God and Lord.—Sure, if after all thefe De¬ 
clarations, there be not three Perfons in the one, in- 
comprehenfible Godhead j if each of thefe illuftrious 
Perfons be not very God}—what can we fay, but 
that the Scriptures are inconfiftent and felf-contra- 
didtory Pieces.—So that, upon the whole, we are 
Induced to this Dilemma, either to admit this abfqrd 
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and impious Charge upon the Scriptures; or elie to 
acknowledge the Pcrfonality and Divinity of the 
three Perfons in the adorable Trinity. 

But, perhaps, a curious Genius, that has been ac- 
cuftomed to enter deep into the Rationale of Things; 
that thinks it beneath afagacious Inquirer to xredit, 
-trnlefs he can comprehend,—fuch a Genius may afk, 
with a kind of Amazement, How can thefe Things 
be ?—Here I pretend to give no Satisfa&ion. Here 
I confefs myfelf at a Lofs. I cannot conceive how 
the Principle of Gravitation acts, or what conftitutes 
the Power of Attra&ion. If I cannot penetrate the 
hidden Qualities of a thoufand common Objects, 
that daily prefent themfelves to my Senfes; no 
Wonder, that I fhould be unable to unravel the 
awful Secrets of the divine Nature; no Wonder that 
I fhould be incapable of finding out to Perfection 
that infinite Majefty, who dwells in Light inaccef- 
fible. Since the r« «»** is attefted by a Multitude ' 
of Witnefles from Scripture, let us be content to 
wait for the to era?, till this grofs interpofing Cloud 
of Flelh and Mortality fiee away; until that happy. 
Hour arrives, that defirable State commences, when 
we fhall no longer fee through a Glafs darkly, but 
lliall know even as we are known. 

I fhould now proceed, according to the Ability 
which the great Source of Wifdom may pleafe to 
beftow, to examine Mr. Tomkins ’s Calm Inquiry, 

’ but this is what my Time, claimed by a Variety of 
other Engagements, will not permit; and what, I 
prefume, you yourfelf, tired already by* a tedious 
Epiftle, will very readily excufe. Hereafter, if you 
infift upon my executing the Plan, laid down in the 
Beginning of this Paper, I will communicate my 
Remarks (fuch as they are) relating to the fore-men- 
tioned Treatife, with all that chearful Compliance, 
and unreferved Opennefs, which may moft emphati¬ 
cally befpeak me, dear Sir, Ycurs, 6v. 
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LETTER XXII. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Eflvell, Feb. 11, x745-6. 

T Received your Ticket fome Time ago, in whim 
* you defire me to confider fome particular PafTages 
of Scripture. After an affii£tive Indifpofition, which 
confined me to my Room feveral Days, I have ex¬ 
amined the Texts you alledge. They relate, I find, 
to that grand Queftion, which has lately been the 
Subjedl of our Debate, The Divinity of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.—I could have wifhed, that the Contro- 
verfy had been brought to a fatisfa&ory and happy 
Iffue. Very unwilling to engage in it a fecond 
Time, I muft beg Leave to fue for my Bene decrjfit , 
and refign the Management of fo important a Difpute 
to incomparably more able Hands.—However, in 
Obedience to your Reqtieft, (quid enim Amicitier 
denegandum ?) I fhall briefly lay before you my Opi¬ 
nion concerning thofe Portions of infpired Wifdom ; 
and then proceed, in Purfuance of my Promife, to 
weigh, with Calmnefs and Impartiality, the moft ma¬ 
terial of Mr. Tomkins’’ s Objections. 

“ You obferve , that the Father is never reprefentrd 
“ yielding Obedience to Chrijl , or praying to Chrijl.” 
—-I acknowledge the Truth of the Remark, and af- 
fign this clear and obvious Reafon, becaufe it was' 
the peculiar Office of the fecond Perfon of theTri- 
nity to humble himfelf, to unite himfelf to Flefh and 
Blood, and to be made in all Things like unto us. 
Sin only excepted. Had not the blefled Jefus been 
cloathea with our Nature, and partook of our inno¬ 
cent Infirmities, we fhould never have heard any 
fuch Thing, as his yielding Obedience, or praying 
«» another, greater than himfelf. This refults not 
from his cffemial, but his aflumed Nature. Nor is 
4 
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it at all repugnant to Reafon, to be inferior in one 
Character, and at the fame Time abfolutely equal in 
another. His Majefty King George may be inferior 
to the Emperor, in the Capacity of Elector of Han¬ 
over ; he may be fubjeCt to the Imperial Authority, 
as he is a Prince of the Germanic Body; and yet 
'equal to the raoft illuftrious Monarchs, obnoxious 
tio no earthly JurifdiCtion, in his nobler Quality of 
King of Grcat-Britain, France, and Ireland. This 
fee nth to be a very eafy and natural Solution of the 
Difficulty. Whereas, I think, I may venture to defy 
the niceft Metaphyfician, or the molt acute Cafuift, 
to reconcile the Notions of Divinity and Inferiority. 
As well may Contradictions be made compatible. 
A God, who is inferior, is, to my Apprehenfion, a 
pcrfcCt Paradox. It is neceifarily implied in the Idea 
of God, That he be, as our old Tranflation of the 
Pfalms very emphatically and beautifully ftylcs him. 
The molt Higheft. Therefore, our Saviour, who 
often afferts his Claim to Divinity, declares, as an 
infeparable Confequent of this high Prerogative, All 
Things which the Father hath, are mine. Is the 
'Father’s Exiftence inconceivable and eternal ? the 
fame alfo is the Son’s. Has the Father an unequalled 
abfolute Supremacy? fuch likewife hath the Son. 

But I fee “ you have ready at Hand to objefi. My 
Father is greater than —(Johnxiv. 28.) Whoare 
we to underftand by the Perfon I ? Doubtlefs, that 
Being who was capable of going and coming ; who 
was fometimes in one Place, and fometimes in ano¬ 
ther ; now with the Difciples on Earth, anon fe- 
parated from them by a Tranflation into Heaven. 
And who can this be but the Man Chrift Jefus; the 
human Nature of our Redeemer ? The Attribute of 
limited Locality, determines this Point with the ut- 
moft Clearnefs. Why then fhould any one apply 
that Property to the Godhead of out blefled Mafter, 

Vox.. I. G which 
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which he himfelf fo plainly appropriates to his 
Manhood ? 

This Text very opportunely furnifhes us with a 
Key, to enter into the true Meaning of your next 
Quotation, i Cor. xi. 3. The Head of Chrift is 
God. Only let St. John be allowed to expound St. 
Paul. I a Ik this fingle Conceffion from my worth v 
Friend, (and fureit is no unreafonable one,) Let 1^1 
agree to pay a greater Deference to the beloved Dif'- 
ciple’s Comment, than to Mr. Pierce's Paraph rale, 
or the Interpretation of the Jrtan Creed ; then the 
Scnfe will be as follows : The Deity is the Head of 
the Mediator. As the Members are conducted by 
the Head, and fubfervient to the Head; fo Chriit 
Jcfus, in his human Capacity, adted and adts in Sub¬ 
ordination to the Godhead ; obeying the Significa¬ 
tions of his Will, and referring all his Adminiffra- 
tions to his Glory. This Expofition, I imagine, 
the Context corroborates, and the Scope of the 
Apoftle’s arguing requires. 

As for Heh. i.8,9. ThisTextaffirms, in the moft 
exprefs 'Perms, That Chrift is God, o %&»©- an 0 &JLOT. 
And what can be a ftrongcr Proof of his unrivalled 
Supremacy and Sovereignty ?—But, perhaps, this 
may be one of thofe Places, in which, we are in¬ 
formed by our Objedtors, the Word God fignilies 
no more than a King or Ruler, conlequcntly, does 
not prove our Redeemer to be God in Reality, and 
by Nature; but only to be complimented with this 
Appellation, in rci'pcct of his Office and Authority. 
—1 believe. Sir, you will find, upon a more attentive 
Inquiry, that this fubtje Diftindtion is contrary to 
the perpetual Ufe of the Scriptures. A very cele¬ 
brated Critick obferves, that wherever the Name 
Elohim (tranflated by the Apoftle 0£OZ) is taken 
in an abfolute Senfe, and reftrained to one particular 
• j*erfon.:(as it is in the Paflage before us) it conftantly 
. denote? the true and only God. Magift rates are 
3 indeed," 
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indeed, fa id to be Elohim, in Rebition to their Office, 
but no one Magiftrate was ever fo called ; nor can it 
be faid, without Blafphcmy, to any one of them. 
Thou art Elohim, or God. It is alfo recorded of 
Afcft-s, Thou (halt be Elohim; yet not abfolutely, but 
n relatively only, a God to Pharaoh, and to daron, 
1 . c. in God’s Head, doing in the Name of God what 
he commanded, and declaring what he revealed.— 
Belialcs, docs not the Apoftle in this very Chapter, 
Verfe 10. addrefs the following Acknowledgment to 
Chi iff. Thou, Lord, in the Beginning, haft laid the 
Foundation of the Earth, and the. Heavens arc the 
Work of thy Hands. And is not the Work of 
Creation the unfhared Prerogative and Honour of 
the Supreme God? This I am pretty fure of, it is 
the Prerogative of that God, to whom the Worfhip 
of-the Saints, under the Old Teftamcnt, is directed j 
of that God, who has declared himfelf jealous of his 
Honour, and refolves not to give his Glory to ano¬ 
ther. Aielchijedec made this illuftrious Being the 
ObjeCt of his Adoration, Bleffed be the moft High 
God, Pofiefl'or of Heaven and Earth. The Day is 
thine, and the Night is thine: Thou haft prepared 
the Light and the Sun; was judged by the 
Pfahnift one of the nobleft Afcriptions of Praife 
which could be made to the Deity. Jonah has left 
us a Confeffion of his Faith, and an Abftraft of his 
Devotion, in the following Words ; I fear the Lord, 
the God of Heaven, who hath made the Sea, and 
the dry Land. Yet St. Paul allures us, that this 
great Creator and Proprietor of Heaven and Earth ; 
this Object of divine Worfhip in all Ages of the 
ancient Church, is he—0 & ««J1 a xudapiTpot mom<ra- 
twv xuajut v/xu>i, Verfe 3.—Now can we view 
the magnificent Syftem of the LJniverfe, the Im- 
menfity of its Extent, the vaft Variety ofits Parts, 
the inimitable Accuracy ofits Structure, the perfect 
Harmony of its Motions, together with the afto- 
G x nifhing 
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ni/hing Energy and Effects of its mechanic Powers* 
—can we contemplate this World of Wonders, and 
with-hold ourfelves a fingle Moment from aferibing 
the Glory of incomparable Wifdom, and matchleis 
Perfedtions, to its Maker ? Can we glance an Eye, 
or ftart a Thought, thro’ that ample Field of Mira¬ 
cles, which Nature in all her Scenes regularly exhi¬ 
bits, and ftill conclude, that the Author of all take£ 
too much upon him, when he advances the fo’.'ow- 
ing Claim ? 

■ . None I know 

Second to Me, or like, equal much Ids. Milt, 

Poflibly, our fccptical Gentlemen are ready to 
reply, “ JVc are far from denying that Chriji made 
“ the IVorld', hut we fuppoje , that he made it only as a 
“ tninifierial Being-, not by any Sufficiency of his own, 
“ but by a Power delegated to him from the infinite 
44 Godhead ."—But fure the Abettors of this Opinion 
never confidercd that emphatical Paffage, riathx Sd 
avlv, at eevroy iJtrcn *. By whatever artful Evafion 
they may think to elude the Force of the former 
Expreflion, I cannot fee what poffible Efcape they 
can contrive from the latter. It is plain from the 
philofophical Principles of an Apoftle, that the Uni- 
verfe was formed by Chrift as the Almighty Artificer, 
for Cluift as its final End: and is not this a Demon- 
ftration, that Chrift was not a mere Inftrument, but 
the grand, glorious, felf-fufficient Agent j the Alpha 
and Omega of all Things ? 

After all that has been faid upon this Text, will 
it be intimated, that I have been partial in my Exa¬ 
mination of it ? That the Sentence,which moft par¬ 
ticularly favours your Opinion, and looks with the 
moft frowning Afpedt on mine, is pafled over with¬ 
out Notice ? Namely, where it is taught, That God 

* Col. i. 16. 


anointed 
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anointed Chrift with the Oil of Gladnefs above his 


Fellows* 1 .—I reply, by owning, that thefe Words 
mod undeniably imply Inferiority: they imply a State 
of indigence, which wants fomething, it has not na¬ 
turally ; a State of Impotence, which receives from 
another, what it cannot convey to itfelf. Surely 
then, this Claufe muft, according to all the Laws of 


ljuft Interpretation, be referred to that Nature yvhich 
^admitted offuch Wants, and was fubjeCt to fuch In- 
'firofties. To aferibe it to that Nature, which k 


characterized as God, would be almolt as affronting 
to Reafon, as it is to the Deity.—It is farther obforva- 
ble, that the very Expreffion limits the Senfe to tint 
Capacity of our Redeemer, in which others flood 
related to him as his Fellows. And can this be any 
other than the human ?—Let me add one Word 


more, before I difmifs this Inquiry. Suppofe I was 
to ftlift Sides in the Difpute, and turn the Tables 
upon the Difciples of Arius. Gentlemen, Since you 
take fo much Pains to prove the Inferiority of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, permit me to try, if I cannot out- 
Ihoot you in your own Bow. 1 will undertake to 
fhew, on your own Principles, that he was inferior 
to Millions of created Beings. For this I have the 
pofitive and fure Evidence of Scripture, We fee Jefus, 
who was made a little lower than the Angels f.-— 
Thefe Gentlemen, I verily think, would have fo much 
Regard for the Honour of a Perfon on whom their 
everlafting All depends, as to anfwer with fome be¬ 
coming Spirit; you are to diftinguilh between what 
our Saviour was made occafionally, and what he was 
originally. Tho’ his human Nature was taken from 
a Clafs of Beings lower in Dignity than the Angels, 
yet his nobler and more exalted Nature was greatly 
fuperior to them all.—Now, Sir, as we muft have 
Recourfe fometimes to this Diftinction, our Adver- 
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faries themfelves being our Judges and our Prece¬ 
dent, why {hould we not carry it along with us con¬ 
tinually. Without it, a Multitude of Texts appear 
perplexed in their Meaning, and clafh witli other 
Scriptures ; with it, they drop their Obfcurity, are 
difentangled from their Intricacy, and harmonize in- 
tirely with the whole Tenor of facred Writ. 

“ Another Scripture pointed out for Confidcration is: 
l Cor. xv. 28.” Tim, 1 contrfs, is a difficult, and 
admitting it was (to me at lealf) an uninteli'iyiHe 
Paflagc, nay, directly repugnant to my Hypotheiis— 
what would he a rational Proceduie in this Cafe? 
To renounce my Faith, hecaufe l cannot reconcile 
it with one Scripture, tho’ it Hands lupported by a 
copious Multiplicity oi others ? II, in debating onany 
Quell ion, there he live hundred Ayes, an 1 but one 
No, I appeal to the Conduct of the Honourable 
Houle of Commons, whether it he reafonable, that 
the Point Ihould he carried by the Tingle Negative, in 
Oppofition to fo vaft a Majority of Affirmatives ? 
However, the State of our Doctrine is not fo bad, 
nor this Text fo diametrically oppofite to it, as to 
deftroy all Hopes of eltablilhing it with a Ncminc 
coniradieente .—The Apoltlc affirms, that, at the Con¬ 
tamination of terreitrial Things, when the State of 
human Probation ends, and the Number of the hi 1 eel 
is completed, then lhall the Son alio himfelf he lub- 
jedt unto him that put nil Things under him ; that 
Cod may be all in all, r. according to mv Judg¬ 
ment, the Son, at the Commencement of that grand 
Revolution, will entirely refign the Adminiirration 
of his mediatorial Kingdom : he will no longer act 
as an Advocate or J etercet!or, hecaufe the Rcalbns, 
on which this Office is founded, will ccafe for ever; 
he will no longer as a High-PrieH, plead his atoning 
Blood in Behalf of Sinners, nor as a King difpenle 
the Succours of his fructifying Grace, beenuie ail 
Guilt will be done away, and the Actings of Corrup¬ 
tion 
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lion be at an End : he will no longer be the Medium 
of his People’s Accefs to the Knowledge and Enjoy¬ 
ment of the Father, becaufe then they will (land 
perpetually in the beatific Prefence, and fee Face 
to Face, know even as they are known.—I may 
probably miflake the Meaning of the Words; but 
whatever fhall appear to be tiicir precilc Signification, 
jtliis I think, is fu clear as not to admit of a.iy Doubt, 
Jthat it relates to an incarnate Pcrfpn; relates to him, 
^«tlio >/ {Jfed for our Sins, was buried, and rofe again*. 
Ariel can the Surrender of all Authority made by the 
Man Jefus Chrifl, be any Bar to his unlimited Equa¬ 
lity as God ? 

“ Ton refer me to Pfal. viii. 5. Ixxxii. j, 6. Exod. 
“ xxii. 28. and add, tbefe. Texts prove that GodJigni- 
“ fies in fame Places King or Ruler." —I acknow¬ 
ledge, that the Word Elohim, in the aforecited Paf- 
fages, fignifies no more than Angels, Kings, or Ru¬ 
lers. But is this a Demonftration, that the Word 
Jehovah, the incommunicable Name, fignifies no 
more than an Angel, a King, or a Ruler ? This is 
the Concluiion our Advcrfaries are to infer : this the 
Point they are to make good, otherwife, their At¬ 
tempts drop fhort of the Mark, fly wide from their 
Purpofe. Becaufe, it is plain from incontcftable 
Authorities, that Jefus is Jehovah. This was hinted 
in a former Letter ; and, if you p'.eafe to compare 
Jfa. vi. 3. with 'John xii. 41. you will find another 
convincing Evidence, that the Jehovah of the Jews 
is the Jefus of the Chri/lians. —Bcfides, in all thofe 
Places, where the Term God is ufed to denote fome 
created Being, inverted with conliderable Authority, 
or pofleiled of confiderable Dignity, the Connection 
is fuch, as abfolutely to exclude tne Perfon, fo deno¬ 
minated, from any Title to a divine Nature ; where¬ 
as, when the Name God is applied to the fecond 

1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. 
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Perfon of the Trinity, it is connected with fuch Con- 
fequents or Antecedents, as ncccfl'ariiy include the 
Idea of Divinity and Supremacy. For Inftance, 
when the Apoftle recognizes the Deity of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, in thofe remarkable Words, Rom. ix. 5. 
Who is God, left this idle Piece of Sophiftrv fhould 
have any Room for Admittance, he adds a moft de- , 
termining Claufc, Over all, blcfled forever.—I havd 
called it idle Sopnifti y, for really it is nothing elfe.j 
Only obferve the Procefs of the pretended ArgutiV/i, 
and you yourfclf wiil allow it no better an Appella¬ 
tion. What is didignul for the Argument runs 
thus : Bee;.ule Rulers oi i Diftinblion have fonietirnes 
the Title of Klohim, therefore Jefus, who has the 
Title <>f Jehovah is not very God, but only a Ruler 
of Diilin.iion ; or, the Word God, when necefl'arily 
determined by the Context to fome fuhordinate Be¬ 
ing, fmiilics a fubordniete Being ; therefore, the 
Word God, when necenarily determined by the 
Context to dignify the ftipreme God, does not 
fign.fv the fuprcrr.o God, blit only fome fqb- 
ordinate Being. — Thefc are the mighty Reafon- 
ingr, ; fueli the formidable Artillery, with which the 
Adherents of Ai'un attack the Divinity and Equality 
of our Saviour, May tire Arms of our foreign Ene¬ 
mies, and inteftine Rebels, be made, in their Kind, 
of fuch Metal, conlift of fuch Strength ! and I may 
venture to addrefs my Countrymen in David 's en¬ 
couraging Language, Let no Mart’s Heart fail, bc- 
caufe of them. 

I hope it will not lie obiedted, that I have fomc- 
times miftook the particular Point to he difeuffed, and 
confounded the Divinity of our Lord with his Equa¬ 
lity to the Father.—I own, I have not been ferupu- 
loufly careful to preferve any fuch Diftindtion, be- 
caufe 1 am perfuaded it is perfectly chimerical. Who¬ 
ever admits the former, grants the latter. The one 
cannot tfifiifift without the other, dr rather, they are 
ami tne fame Thing. To be equal with the 

Father 
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father is to be divine, and to be divine, is to be 
equal with the Father.—An inferior Deity, was % 
Notion that palled current in the Heathen World, 
but we have not fo learned the divine Nature, as to 
adopt it into our Creed. It is a Proportion that 
confutes itfelf. The Predicate and Subject are felf- 
nontradidtory. God certainly means a Being of in¬ 
comparable, unparalleled Glory and Perfection. No 
orfe will dare to give a lower Definition of the God- 
heSf! _--Tct this the firll Term of the Sentence af¬ 
firms, the fecond denies.—Whenever I hear the aw¬ 
ful Word God, I form an Idea of a Being poflefled 
of abfolute Supremacy. Inferiority is altogether as 
inconfiftent with my Apprehenfion of the Godhead, 
as a limited Extenfion is with Immenlity. The 
Schoolmen's Maxim is ltridtly true when applied to 
the divine Nature, that his Properties and Excellen¬ 
cies, Non rvcipiunt magis ant minus. —Befidcs, Sir, is 
there not another apparent Inconvenience, another 
inextricable Difficulty, attending this fuperfine Dif- 
tindtion ? Does it not fuppofc, initead of diflindt Per¬ 
form, diftindt Beings, dillindt Effcnces ? That which 
is inferior cannot be the very fame with its fuperior. 
identity in this Cafe, confills not with Inequality. 
The Confcquence of this Tenet is Polytheifm. 

For my Part, I lav it down as an inconteftable 
Principle, fuch as Reafon ar.d Scripture concur to 
efiablilb, "I hat whatever, whofoever is God, mult 
be ablblutcly fupreme.-—I then proceed to examine, 
whether the divine Names, Attributes, Honours; 
thofe which are incommunicably divine, which flow 
from the divine Eilence, which cannot comport with 
a finite Exiftence, but are the foie Prerogative of the 
unequalled God—whether thefe are in Scripture 
clearly aferibed to the facred Perfon of the Son—if 
they are, my Reafon requires me to believe that he is 
very God, and co-equal with the Father. My Rea¬ 
son, in her fedateft Moments, allures me, that Scrip- 

tuip. 
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turn cannot deceive, though I maybe unable to con* 
ceive. My Reafon declares, that I fliall be a Rebel 
againft her Laws, if I do not fubmit to this Deter¬ 
mination of Scripture, as deciftve, as infallible. 

I am, £5V. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Dear Sir, IVcJion-Favcll, March, 1745-6. 

I N a former Letter, I confidered, whether the blef- 
fed Spirit is really a diitindt Perfon—whether this 
Perfon is truly and properly God—it appeared from 
a Variety of Scriptures, that both thefe Queftions 
were to be jelolved in the Affirmative.—Thefe 
Preliminaries being fettled, I would hope, with 
fonre Perfpicuity ot Reafon, and Strength of Argu¬ 
ment j 1 now proceed, in Confequence of my En¬ 
gagement, to examine Mr. Tomkins's Objections 
pgainft the received Cuftotn of addreffing divine 
"VVorfhip to this divine Being. 

The Author, I freely acknowledge, writes with a 
great Appearance of Integrity; with a calm and 
decent Spirit of Controvcrfy; and with a very plau¬ 
sible Air of Truth. As the Subject of his Inquiry is 
of the higheft Dignity and Importance, as his Method 
pf managing the Debate is, to fay the Waft, by no 
means contemptible, 1 cannot forbear expreffing 
fomc Snrprife, that none of the ingenious Diflenters, 
to whom the Piece is particularly inferibed, have 
thought proper to interett themfelves in the Difpute, 
and either‘confute what is urged, or elfc (like Per- 
fons of that inviolable Attachment to the pure ferip- 
tural Worfhip, which they profefs) recede from the 
Ijfe pf ^fedr allowed Doxologies. 
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- For my Part, as I firmly believe it a proper 
Practice to.worfhip the Son, as we worftiip the Fa¬ 
ther, and to worfhip the Holy Ghoft, as we wor- 
fhip the other Perfons of the undivided Trinity, I 
am fo far from difapproving, that I admire our cuf- 
tomary Doxology, and think it a very noble and 
inftru&ive Part of our facred Service. Noble, be- 
c;,ufe it exhibits one of the grand Myftcries, and 
glbrious Peculiarities of the Gofpel; inftruCtive, 
be5'!4jfi=* , it fo frequently reminds the Worfhipper of 
a Point which it fo greatly concerns him to believe, 
and which is fitted to infpire the brighteft, the 
ftrongeft Hopes, of final, of complete Salvation. 

But left this Perfuufion fhouid be deemed the crude 
Production of early Prejudice, rather than the ma¬ 
ture Fruit of fedate Confideration, we will very 
readily hear whatever can be alledged againft it; and 
not willingly fecrete one Objection, or mifreprefent 
one Argument, occurring in the Enquiry. 

“ Let it be fuppofed, fays our Author, that the 
Holy Spirit is one of the Perfons of the Godhead ; I 
{till query, what Warrant Chriftians have for a direct 
and diftinct Worfhip of this third Perfon in the 
Godhead,” (pag. i.)—I fhouid think, there can be 
no rcafonable Doubt, whether Worfhip is to be paid 
to the Divinity. Thou (halt worfhip the Lord thy 
God, is a Law of inconteftable Authority, and eter¬ 
nal Obligation.—As for the Circumftances of Wor¬ 
fhip included in its being direct, this cannot alter the 
Cafe, nor render the Practice improper. Accord¬ 
ing to my Apprehenficn, all true and genuine Wor¬ 
fhip is direct. If it be addrdied to the divine 
ObjeCt at fecond Hand, it has more of the Nature of 
Idolatry, than Worfhip. Such is the religious Fop¬ 
pery of the Papifts, who will not apply directly to the 
Father of everlafting Companions, but adore God as 
it were by Proxy.—With Regard to the Diftinclnefs 
of the Wotfhip, this depends entirely upon 

Srtiptur*’| 
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Scripture’s diftinguithing their Perfons. If this lie 
clearly done, the Diftindtncfs ofWorfhip is properly 
authorized, and the I* itnefs of it follows of Courfe. 
If the infpired Writers a fibre us, that the Father is 
God, tills is a fufHcicnt Warrant to pay divine 
Honours to the Father. If the infpired Writers af¬ 
firm, that the Son is God, this is a (Efficient Ground 
for aferibing divine Honours to the Son. If (the 
fame infpired Writers declare, that the Holy Gnoft 
is God, we need no clearer Warrant, noNc»,?i' we 
have a louder Call, to pay him our devouteft Ho¬ 
mage.—In a Word, it is the Voice of Reafon, it is 
the Command of Scripture, it is founded on the un¬ 
alterable Relations of Things, That Worfhip, direct 
Worlhip, diilinct Worfhip, all Worfhip, be ren¬ 
dered to the Deity.—So that the Divinity of the Holy 
Ghoft, exclufive of anv Apoftolical Precept or Ex¬ 
ample, is an incomparably better Reafon for aferibing 
divine Honours to this facred Perfon, than the bare 
Want of fuch Precept or Example, can be a Reafon 
to juftify the Omiffion, or condemn the Performance 
of it. 

I am no Advocate for implicit Faith in any human 
Determination or Opinion. Should I fee whole 
Sebts, or whole Churches, in a glaring Error, fuch 
as 1 can prove from Scripture to be palpably wrong, 
and of pernicious Tendency, I would make no Scru¬ 
ple to remonftrate, dffient, and enter my Proteft. 
But in a Cafe, which Mr. Tomkins himfelf (page 2. ■ 
line 19.) allows to be of a dubious Natuie ; wherel 
have no pofitive Proof from God’s holy Word, that 
the Practice is unlawful, or improper ; I cannot but 
apprehend, that it becomes a modeft Perfon, diffi¬ 
dent of his own Judgment, to acquiefce in the gene¬ 
ral, the long continued Ufage of all the Churches. 
-*>-This is urged by an infpired Writer as a forcible 
Motive for rejecting a Practice, and why fhould not 
J admit it as a Motive of Weight for adhering to a 

PraCtictl? 
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Practice ? We have no fuch Cuflom, neither the 
Churches of God *, was an Apoftolical Argument. 
And, in an Inftance, where we are not precluded by 
any Prohibition of Scripture, I think, the Reafoning 
is equally conclufivc, if changed to the Affirmative* 
We have fuch a Cuftom, and the Churches of God. 
—Was I to fettle my Opinion, and adjuft my Con¬ 
duct, with Regard to fuch a Point, I fhould be inclined 
to v<;{>;u''‘in the following Manner : I cannot bring 
one Text from the facred Writings, which forbids 
the Ufage ; and as it is unanitnoufly pra&ifed by de¬ 
vout Perfons of almoft every Denomination; as it 
has been the received, the uninterrupted Practice of 
the Chriftian Church for more than a thoufand Years j 
who am I, that I fhould difturb the Peace, or fepa- 
ratc myfelf from the Communion of the Church, 
for a Procedure, which fuch Multitudes of excellent 
Perfons maintain to be confonant, and which I can¬ 
not prove to be contrary, to the Senfe of Scripture? 
Who am I, that I fhould fancy myfelf to have more 
of the Mind of God, than the whole united Church 
of true Believers, eminent Saints, and illuftrious 
Martyrs ? 

“ But there is no Precept for this Worfhip in 
Scripture,” (Page i.) And Dr. Owen affirms,“ That 
a divine Command is the Ground (he means, I pre¬ 
fume, the only Ground, or elfe the Quotation is no¬ 
thing to our Author’s Purpofe) of all Worfhip.” 
(Page 25.)—Dr. Owen’s Chara£ter, I own, is confi- 
derable, as well as his Affertion peremptory; but yet 
I cannot prevail on myfelf to fubmit to his ipfc dixit 
as an Oracle, nor reverence his Judgment as infal¬ 
lible.—I would afk the Doctor, What divine Com¬ 
mand the Heathens ever received to worfhip the 
blefled God ? I know of no verbal or written Pre¬ 
cept. But they faw their Warrant included in their 

i Cor, xi. 16. 
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Wants, they perceive their Obligation refulting from 
the divine Attributes.—Will Dr. Owen maintain. 
That no Worfhip was expected from the Pagans? 
That they had been blamelefs, and acted according 
to the Principles of their Duty, if they had withheld 
all Afts of Veneration from'the Deity? No, furely, 
St. Print, in declaring them faulty, for not worfhip- 
ping the Almighty in luch a rational Manner, as was 
liiitable to his pure and exalted Nature, cleaVLy jfi ti- 
mates, that it was their Duty both to worfhip, and 
to worfhip aright. It is not faid by the Apoflle, 
thougli it is the Confcquencc of the Doctor’s Pofi- 
tion, that they ought to have refrained from all 
Worfhip, and not have meddled with Matters of De¬ 
votion, till thet’ received an authentic Warrant from 
Revelation. The infpired Cafuift grounds his Duty, 
in this Particular, upon the eternal Power and God¬ 
head (Pom. i. 2.0.) of the fupreme Being, which were 
difcovcrahle by the Kxcrcife of their Underflandings, 
and from a Survey of the Creation.—In Conformity 
to the Apoftle’s Sentiments, I fhould rather place the 
Foundation of religious Worfhip in the Glories, the 
Mercies, the unfcarchable Riches of the Almighty 
Majeflr. Thcfc, together with the Relation which 
dependent Crearures bear to this all-producing, all- 
fuffaining, infinitely beneficent God, are the grand 
Warrant to authorife Addreiles of Adoration. Thefe 
are Reafons prior to all exprefs Revelations, and 
would have fubfilted, if adlual Commands had never 
been given. If this be not true, what will become 
of all Natural Religion?—Scripture,‘indeed, has de¬ 
clared explicitly the binding Nature of thefe Motives; 
Scripture, like a facred Herald, has promulgcd what 
God fore -ordained, what Reaf'on had decreed, what 
iwceffiirily flowed from the Habitudes of Perfons and 
Things. Or, to reprefent the Point in another 
LighwThe PerfefHons of the Godhead are the ori- 
jji|iaI^&E inviolable Obligation to all Expreffions til 
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Homage and Devotion; to ratify this Obligation, 
and impart to it ail pofliblc Solemnity and Sanction, 
Scripture has added the broad Seal of Heaven.—if 
this be right Reafon, and if the Holy Ghoit be really 
God, his all-fufficient Excellencies, and my State 
of Dependence, are a proper Licence, or rather a 
virtual Mandamus, for the Applications of Prayer, 
and the Afcriptions of Praife. Grant this one 
Pro^ofit'vn, relating to the Divinity of the bleflcd 
Spiffi, and admit that his Eternal Power and God¬ 
head are a fufficient Ground for religious Worihip, 
and we fhall find ourfelves unavoidably determined. 
We muft rebel againft our Reafon, muit violate the 
Dictates of our Confcicncc, muit a£t in Oppofitio'n, 
not to one particular Text, but to the main Tcnour 
and Scope of the whole Scripture, if wc do not 
render all the Service, yield all the Reverence, due 
to a glorious Being, In. whom we live, move, and 
exift. 

But ftill we are told, in various Places, again and 
again we are told, “ That there is no exprefs War¬ 
rant.”—Prodigious Strefs is laid upon this Word 
exprefs, the whole Force of the Objection feems to 
terminate on this Point. There is no exprefs War¬ 
rant, therefore, it is an unwarrantable Practice.— 
For my Part, I have not Difcernment enough to 
perceive the Conclufivencfs of this arguing: I muft 
beg leave to deny the Confequcnce of fuch a Syllo- 
giim. For if the Senfe of various Scriptures has 
made it a Duty, this is Warrant enough, though it 
be not particularly enjoined, or tolerated in Form. 
This Maxim our ingenious Author will admit in 
other Cafes, and why not in the prefent ? There is 
no exprefs Command to add any Prayer at the Cde ■ 
bration ofBaptifm. When our Lord iullituted the 
Ordinance,, he only delivers the Form of Initiation 
into the Chriftian Church, without any Preftription 
ylating to concomitant Praver. When Eirilip a^r 
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miiiiftcred this Sacrament to the Eunuch, there Is 
no mention of any Addrefs to the Almighty, perti¬ 
nent to the Occafion. 1 cannot recoiled:, that any 
of the holy Writers either inform the World, that 
they pradtifed fuch a Method themfclves, or fo much 
as intimate, that they would advife others, in fuc- 
cccding Ages, to accompany this Solemnity with 
fuitable Devotions.—But though we have no pof:rive 
Injunction, we have the Keafonablencf* of the 
Thing, for our Pica. Other Scriptures, thaivir- 
tually, though not explicitly, recommend it, are our 
Warrant. In every Thing, fays St. Paul , let your 
Requcils be made known unto God : conllquently, 
in this facred and important Thing. 

I mull again declare, that I can by no means afient 
tt> our Author's grand Poflulatum , That nothing in 
the Way of divine Worlhip is allowable, but what 
has an exprefs Warrant from Scripture. Bccaufc 
virtual Warrants, are Warrants; confcqucntial 
Warrants, are Warrants. Our Objector muft 
maintain this in fomc Inflanees, and why Ihould he 
difclaim it in others. To be confident in Conduit, 
is furely ciTential to the Charadlcr of an impartial 
Enquirer after Truth. Shall fuch an one fome- 
times reject an Argument as weak and infignificant, 
bccaufe it happens to be illative only, and not diredi; 
and at other l imes urge it as cogent and irrefraga¬ 
ble ? I will mention one very memorable Particular 
of this Nature; that is the Cafe of the Lord’s Day. 
Why does Mr. Tomlins transfer the Sandtification of 
a particular Day from the feventh to the firlt ? Has 
he any exprefs Command in Scripture, any exprefs 
Warrant from Scripture, for this Alteration? If he 
has* let him produce it. 1 muft own, I have none 
btit-confequential Warrants; Warrants formed upon 
Concluiions, and derived from fome remarkable 
Scriptures. But thefe not near fo numerous, nor 
bear fo ponderous, as thofe which concur to efta- 

blilh 
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blifli the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft. Now if an 
exprefs Warrant be not needful in the one, why 
Ihould it be fo rigoroufly infilled pn in the other 
Duty?—If then this leading Principle of our Au¬ 
thor’s be falfe or precarious, what Truth, what Cer¬ 
tainty can there be in any, in all his Deductions 
from it? If the Ground-work be unfubftantial, and 
the Foundation fall, what Solidity can there be in 
the.Superftructure ? How can the Building Hand? 

Poffibly Mr. Tomkins may reply, “ The Example 
of the Primitive Church determines this Point.” 
We find, it was the Cuftom of the earlieft Antiqui¬ 
ty, to obferve the Chriftian Sabbath on the fifft Day 
of the Week ; and therefore have very good Reafon 
to believe, that the Ufage was eflablilhcd by Apoflo- 
lical Authority.—And may not I fay the fame, with 
Regard to the Cuftom of aferibing Glory, and ren¬ 
dering Adoration, to the third Peifonof the Trinity? 
JuJiin Martyr , the molt ancient and authcgtfc 
Apologift for Chriftianity, who is next in Succtmon, 
and next in Credit to the Patres Apojhloci, He de¬ 
clares exprefsly, That it was the received Cuftom 
of the Chriftian Church, in his Days, to worthip the 
Holy Ghoft. His Words are rinuu.it cn 

ftna r.'jyti npupa, aTro^ufopir. You perceive, he not 
only avows the Thing, but vindicates its Reafon- 
ablenefs and Propriety.—Perhaps, fome captious 
Critic may infinuate. That it is Matter of Doubt, 
whether the Word——implies divine Ho¬ 
nours.—I wave all Attempts to prove this Point 
from the Original of the New Tcftament, becaufe, 
to obviate fuch an Objection, we have another Paf- 
fage to produce from the fame Saint, Father, and 
Martyr.—TOMiPrrixe* o-iCoiiiSa trfocrxvteftir, 

Apol, i. Can any Expreflions oe imagined more 
forcible in their Signification, or more appofite to 
our Purpofe? They import the higheft Adis of 
Adoration, and yet they defcribe the Regards which 
Vol. I. H wefW 
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were paid by the pureft Antiquity to the Holy Ghoft. 
—Will it ft ill be fuggefted, That Jujiin makes no 
mention of offering up Prayers; or addrefling 
Praifes ? I anfwer, This he muft certainly mean, 
becaufe no one can be faid—s-iStaCai *«» wpoaxtmu re* 
©io» v to who with-holds Praife, or reftrains 

Prayer. Thefe particular Inftances are as necefla- 
rily implied in thofe general Terms, as the Species 
is included in the Genus. 

You will pleafe to obferve, that this amounts to a 
great deal more than Mr. Tomkins , (Page 17.) not 
very ingenuoufly fuggefts, viz. “ A few Hints that 
learned Men have found, in the primitive Ages, of 
the Afcription of Praife to the Holy Ghoft.” It 
feems alfo entirely to overthrow what, in another 
Place, he advances (Page 26.) not very confiflently 
with Truth, viz. “ That there is fo little Appear¬ 
ance of the Obfervance of fuch a Cuftom, for fo 
many Ages of the Chriftian Church.”—-Few Hints 
and little Appearance ! Can a clear and determinate 
Declaration, made by a Writer of the moft unquef- 
tionable Veracity, concerning the unanimous, the 
univerfal Practice of the ancient Church—can this 
Evidence, with anyFairnefs or Equity, be rated at 
the diminutive Degree of Hints and little Appear¬ 
ance. 

As to what is remarked relating to the Corruption 
of the early Writers, the Interpolations, or Altera¬ 
tions made by carelefs Tranfcribers, (Page 17.) this 
feems to be a moft empty and jejune Infmuation. 
It is what will ferve any Side of any Debate. It is 
oppofing Hypothefis to Fadt; precarious and un- 
lupported Hypothefis, to clear and undeniable Fact. 
This fure is catching, not at a Twig, but at a 
Shadow.—I never could like Dr. Bentley' s Ofcitantia 
As!. Ha{luch:atia Librariorvm , even in his Animad- 
ver/ions on Heathen Authors: becaufe it was an 
^utcry fitted for any Occafion, a Charge ever ready 

at 
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at Hand, and equally fuited to difcountenance Truth, 
or deteft Error. Much lefs can I think itfufficient 
to overthrow the Teftimony, or invalidate the Au¬ 
thenticity of our ancient Chriftian Writers.—Would 
a bare Innuendo (and Mr. Tomkins’s is no more), 
and that from an interefted Perfon, without any 
the leait Shew of Proof; would this be admitted, in 
a Court of Judicature, to fuperfede the plain, the 
folemn Depoiirion of a credible Witnefs ? Superfede 
it? Quite the reverfe. It would convince the 
Judge, and teach the Jury, that the Caufe muft be 
extremely wrong, utterly unfupportable, fince Arti¬ 
fices fo weak and tranfparently fallacious were ufed 
in its Defence. 

But, it is frequently objedted, That no mention is 
made, no Warrant is to be found for diftindt Wor¬ 
fhip. The aforecited Writer, and the whole Scrip¬ 
ture is filent upon the Article of diftindt Worlhip.' 
And the Reader is led to fuppofe, that there is fome 
mighty Difference between diltindt, and I know not 
what other Kind of Worlhip.—Why does our Au¬ 
thor harp fo inceffantly upon this String? Whence 
fuch irreconcileable Averfion to this Quality of 
Worlhip? One would almoft fufpedt, he was con- 
feious, that fome Worlhip fhould be paid, but could 
not digeft the Doctrine, nor fubmit to the Payment 
of diftindt Worlhip.—I muft reply once for all, that 
if any Worfhip be due, diftindt Worlhip cannot be 
improper; much more if all Worfhip (which, I ap¬ 
prehend, is included in Juft in’s Words, and follows 
from the Divinity of the bluffed Spirit) be requifite, 
diftindt Worfhip cannot be unwarrantable. 

Another grand Argument, urged by our Enquirer, 
is, “ That the Apoftles, as far as appear*, never 
pradlifed this Worfhip of the Holy Ghoft themfelVco’, 
nor recommended it to others,” (Page 2.)—He 
fhould, by all means, have printed as for as appeals 
in Italics, or Capitals. Bccaufc then the Resdcb 
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would have apprehended more eafily the uncertain 
Foundation on which the Reafoning is built.—But 
though this Particular, relating to the Practice of 
the Apoftles, docs not appear, one Way or the 
other, yet our Author in his 4th Page, and elfe- 
where, concludes from it as alfuredly as if it ftood 
upon authentic Record. “ For, fays he, if we 
“ admit, that the Reafon of Things is fufficient to 
“ eftablifh this Pradticc, it will prove too much 
it will, undoubtedly, if it proves any Thing, prove 
it a Duty to pay fuch Worlhip to the Holy Spirit; 
and, confcquently, that the Apoftles were defective, 
cither in not feeing this Reafon of Things as well as 
we, or not practiling according to it. Does he not 
here fuppol'e, the Apoftolical Omiflion an acknow¬ 
ledged, undoubted Point? which, a few Lines before, 
he had coni'efled to be dubious and unapparent. 

However, not to infift upon this little felf-contra- 
difling Slip, I would alk. What Reafon has Mr. 
I 'omkirs to conclude, that the Apoftles omitted this 
Wage, which the Chriftian Churches have adopted ? 
Do they ever declare, or fo much as hint, that they 
are determined to omit it? Do they ever caution 
their Converts againft it, as a dangerous Errour ? Is 
there any fuch Memorial preferved, or any fuch Ca¬ 
veat lodged, in their facred Writings?—Now, to 
argue in our Author’s Strain: If it was fo unjufti- 
fiable a Thing to addrefs Praife, or put up Prayer to 
the Holy Ghoft, there could not be a more neceflary 
Precaution, than that the Apoftles, thofe careful In- 
ftru&ors, fliould have warned their People of the 
Miftake; efpccially, fince it was fo extremely pro¬ 
bable, fo almoft unavoidable, that they would fall 
into it. For I appeal to the whole World, whether 
a conlidcr3te Perfon would not naturally judge it 
rcafonable, whether a devout Perfon would not feel 
a .forcible Inclination, to worlhip that venerable 
fName, into which he was baptized; and to praife 

that 
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that beneficent Being, who is the Author of fo many 
incftimable Bleffings. Yet though this is fo appa¬ 
rently natural, fuch as the Apoftles could not but 
forefee was likely to happen, they fay not a Syllable, 
by Way of Prevention; they take no Care to guard 
their Converts againft fuch a Pra&ice. A pregnant 
Sign, that it is allowed by divine Wifdom, and 
chargeable neither with Superftition, nor Idolatry. 

But our Author, to corroborate his Argument, 
adds, “ To fuppofe the Apoftles directed any cxpli- 
“ cit Worfhip to the Holy Ghoft, though we have 
“ no mention of it in Scripture, where yet wc meet 
“ with frequent Doxologies of theirs, and Addrefles 
“ by Way of Prayer or Petition” would be an un- 
reafonable Prefumption.—I cannot accede to this 
Affertion. The Doxologies and Prayers of the 
Apoftles, recorded in Scripture, are only occafionai 
and incidental; inferted as the Fervour of a devout 
Spirit fuggefted, in the Body of their doctrinal and 
exhortatory Writings. Now the Omiffion of fuch 
a Practice in Writings, which were compofed with 
a View of inftrudting Mankind in the great Funda¬ 
mentals of Chriftianity, which were never intended 
as a full and complete Syftem of Devotions.—The 
Omiffion of this Practice in fuch Writings, can l e 
no fair or concluftve Argument for its being omitted 
in their ftated Acts of public Worfhip. If, indeed, 
the Apoftles had, in their epiftolary Correfpondence, 
drawn up a Form of Devotions; had declared that 
in them was comprized a perfect Pattern of devotio¬ 
nal Addrefles, proper to be offered to the Deity; that 
all A« 5 ts of Worfhip, which deviated a Jott or Tittle 
from that preferibed Form, were unwarrantable;— 
if fuch a Compofition had been tranfmitted from the 
Apoftles, and we had formed no fuch Addrefles 
therein, as thofe for which we are pleading, I fhould 
then allow a good deal of Force in the Argument 
drawn from the Apoftolical Omiffion. Though, at 
»3 
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the fame Time I could not be able to forbear won¬ 
dering at thelnconfiftcncy of their Doctrines, which 
teach us that the Holy Ghoft is God, and of their 
Worftv.p, which refufes him divine Honours.—But, 

I think, ns the Cafe Hands, no folid Argument, no¬ 
thing but a fpecious Cavil, can be formed from this 
Circumftance of its being unpractifcd in the Writ¬ 
ings of the Apoftlcs. 

“ It does not appear that the Apoftles addrefled 
diftinet Worfnip to the bleffed Spirit; therefore vve 
conclude, that they actually addreffed none.” As 
though Fa& and Appearance were convertible 
Terms .—1 am furprized, that an Author of Mr. 
'Tomkins's Penetration can prevail upon himfelf to be 
fatisfied, or ftiould offer to impofe upon his Readers, 
with a Deduction fo very illogical. Is the not ap¬ 
pearing of a Thing, a certain Argument, or indeed 
any Argument at all, for its not exifting? It does 
not appear, that there arc Mountains, or Groves, or 
Rivers beneath our Horizon. It docs not appear, 
that there are any fuch Veflels as Lymphatics, any 
fuch Fluid as the Chyle, in thefe living Bodies of 
ours. But by comparing them with others that 
have been diffe&cd ; and by rcafoning from indiipu- 
i table Principles, relating to the Animal CKconomy, 
we allure ourfelves of the Reality of both thefe Par¬ 
ticulars.—Confide,-, Sir, into what unnumbered Alt- 
furditics, and evident Falfhoods, this way of argu¬ 
ing would betray us, if purfued in all its Confe- 
qutnees. It will prove, if we once admit it as a 
'l eft of Truth, that nothing was tranfadled by fc rip- 
tural Men, but what is particularly recorded in 
Scripture Hiftory. I no where read IJaar circum- 
cif d his Son 'Jacob , or inllrudfed his Houfhold after 
the Example of his Father Abraham. But (hall we 
infer, from the Silence of Scripture, with regard to 
thefe Matters, that he never conformed to the for- 
iner Inftitution, nor performed the latier Service? I 

ftiould 

4 
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fhould much rather believe that, as he bears the 
Character of a godly Man, he walked in both thefe 
Statutes and Ordinances of the Lord blamelefs. 
And, fince the Apo'.tles uniformly agree in this grand 
Pretnife, That the Holy Ghoit is God, it teems 
much more reafonable to conclude from hence, that 
they paid him diredt Worlhip, than from their bare 
Silence to infer, that they neglected this Pra&ice.—I 
no where read in the facred Writings, that St. Peter 
fuffVred Martyrdom, or fealed the Tcftimony of 
Chiift with his Blood. But muft we, on this Ac¬ 
count, perfuadc ourfelves, that he was not one of the 
noble Army of Martyrs? No, you will fay; it is 
very fuppolable, that he laid down his Life for his 
Saviour, even though this Event is not exprefsly 
recorded, becaufe our Lord clearly perdidts it, when 
he informs him, by what Death he fhould glorify 
God. And may not I reply, with Parity of Reafon, 
it is very fuppofablc, that the Apoftles, in their 
f'olemn Devotions, addrcfled diredt diftindt Worfhip 
ro the Holy Ghoft, becaufe their declaring their 
Belief in his Perfonality and Divinity, was a ftrong 
Intimation that they fhould, was a Sort of Perdiction 
that they would, render all Kinds of Homage and 
Adoration to him.—Upon the whole, if this be a 
mere Prefumption, no better than a gratis difiu/n. 
That the Apoftles did not worfhip the Holy Ghoft, 
then all the fpecious Arguments, derived from hence, 
drop of courfe. 

Our Objector ftill infifts, “ That this is not a 
“ neccflary Part.of Chriftian Worfhip,” (Page a.) 
—Be plea led to obferve, how he departs from his 
firft Propofal. His firft Enquiry, that which the 
Title-page exhibits, was. Whether this be war¬ 
rantable; then, with an evafive Dexterity, he flips 
into another Topic, and maintains, that it cannot 
be neceffary. Whether this be Tergiversation or. 
Inaccuracy, I fhall not ftay to examine} but muft 
II 4 . 
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afk Mr. Tomkins, What Reafon he has for this pofi- 
tive Determination, that it cannot be neceflary?— 
Becaufe, on the contrary Suppofition, “We fhall 
condemn the Apoftles, as guilty of a great Omiflion,” 
(Page 2-)—I'his Argument the Author ufes more 
than once, therefore, 1 may be excufed in replying to 
it once again. We can have no Pretence to con¬ 
demn the Apoflles, till we have undeniable Proof 
that there was fuch an Omiflion in their Conduct. 
Who can aflert, who dares maintain, that, when the 
Apoftles were met together in the holy Congrega¬ 
tion, for large, folemn, copious Devotion, they never 
recognized the Divinity of the three faered Perfons, 
never addrefl’ed diftindt Adis of Praife or Invocation 
to each refpedtively? This Mr. Tomkins may perfift 
in fuppofing; but after all he can fuggeft, in Vindi¬ 
cation of this Principle, it will amount to no more 
than a bare Suppofal. I may, at leaft, as fairly fup- 
pofe the very reverie: and, 1 think, have the Suffrage 
of Reafon, the Analogy of Scripture, the Confent of 
the pureft Antiquity on my Side.—However, in 
Cafe Mr. Tomkins had demonftrated, by incontefti- 
ble Evidence,- that the Pradticc under Confideration 
cannot be nedeflary. Does he confine himfelf, in 
every Inftancr, to what is ftridtly neceflary? Does 
he not allow himfclf in what is expedient? Could I 
not mention various Particulars, which are not ab- 
folutely neceflary, but yet they are decent and ufeful; 
they contribute to the Beauty and Harmony of Wor- 
fhip, to the Cfcmfort arid Edification of the Wcr- 
fhippers? Perhaps, it may not be neceflary to parti¬ 
cularize in oup Devotions the prefent Diftrefs of 
our Nation, arid to form particular Petitions fuitable 
to our national Exigencies, or particular Thankf- 
givjngs accommodated to our national Deliverance^. 
But ftnee 'this is very expedient; fince it tends to 
beget in all a more lively Senfr of our Dependence 
$a divine Providence; fince it is a moft emphatical 
" ‘ ‘' Method 
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Method of aferibing to the fupreme Difpofer the 
Glory of all our'public Mercies; this Practice is 
very becoming, • very proper, very ufeful. Should 1 
plead, in Oppofition to this Cufiom, that it is not 
abfolutely necefl'ary. Your Prayers may be accept¬ 
able to God, and beneficial to your Country, with¬ 
out fuch particularizing. St. Paul gives noexpreiit 
Command, lets no explicit Example of any fuch 
Ufagc. There is no Precedent from any of the 
Apoftlcs, where the Affairs of the State, under which 
they lived, are particularly difplayed before God in 
humble Supplication.—Would Mr. Tomkins think 
this a fufficient Reafon for him in his private, or for 
Minifters in their public Devotions, to difeontinue 
the Practice ? No, verily: the Propriety, the Expe¬ 
diency of the Thing, would juffify and afeertain its 
Ufc, even though no fcriptural Pattern had recom¬ 
mended, no fcriptural Precept enjoined it. 

It is affirmed, (Page 5.) “ That the Addrefles of 
the New I eftament are always made to the Father, 
or to the Son and it is added, (Page 10.) “ That 
there is neither Rule nor Example in it for worlhip- 
pingany other Perfon whatever.”—This Point our 
Author affirms with a very pofitive Air,' as though it 
were incapable of being controverted. And there¬ 
fore, often builds Aflertions on it, often makes De¬ 
ductions from it. Suppofe it was an undeniable 
Truth, I think, we have fhewn, that it can be no 
fatisfactory Proof, that in all the enlarged Devotions 
of the Apoftles, no Addrefles were offered to the 
fclefied Spirit, becaufe a few fhort Ejaculations made 
no explicit mention of him.—But this Afiertion, 
perhaps, upon a clofer Examination, may appear too 
bold and unjuftifiable; fomewhat like the Pofition 
which has been advanced with regard to the Senti¬ 
ments of the primitive Writers, and Practice of the 
primitive Church. It might be proper to confider, 
on this Occafion, 2 Tbef. iii. 5. The Lord diredk 
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jrour Hearts into the Love of God, and Patience of 
Chrift. This you will allow to be a Prayer of 
Benedi&ion. You will alfo obferve, that here is 
particular mention of three Perfons. The Lord, 
who is the Object of the Invocation, and Beftower 
of the Blefling, is neither the Father, nor the Son. 
And who then can it be, but the Holy Ghoft ? whofe 
amiable Office it is, to ihed abroad the Love of God 
in our Hearts*.—It will not, I prefume, be inti¬ 
mated, that this is the only Pafl'age of the Kind. 
For, were it the only one, yet where the Evidence is 
infallible, wc need not the Mouth of two or three 
Witnefles to cftablifh the Matter in Debate. How¬ 
ever, for further Satisfaction, we may conful^ 
I Thcff. iii. ii, 12, 13. 2 Tbejf. ii. 16. If we 

confider thefe Texts in Conjunction with thofe 
Scriptures which fpcak of the Holy Ghoft as a 
diftinCt Perfon, we fhall perceive a beautiful Proprie¬ 
ty, and a particular Emphafis, in underftanding the 
Verfes as mentioning the facrcd Perfons feverally. 
The latter Text efpecially, conftdered in this View, 
is extremely pertinent, has a very admirable Pro¬ 
priety, and agreeably to a Maxim laid down by a 
great Matter of correCt Writing: 

Reddere Perfonafat convcnunt 'ia cuique. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, and God, and our 
Father, who hath loved us, and given us cvcrlafting 
Confolation, and good Hope thro’ Grace, comfort 
your Hearts, and eftablifh you in every good Word 
and Work. Suppofing the three Perions implored 
in this Supplication, every Thing that is attributed 
to each, has a perfect Conformity with that Part, 
which each is reprefented as adting, in the blefled 
Work of Redemption, e. g. Our Father, who hath 
loved us; for God fo loved the World, faith St. 

• Rem. v. 5. 
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John, that he gave his only-begotten Son. ' God, 
the Holy Ghoft, who hath given us evcrlafting Con¬ 
futation ; for it is the peculiar Office of the' blefied 
Spirit to adminifter Comfort, called therefore the 
Paraclete. Jefus Chrift, who hath given us good 
Hope through Grace ; we have Hope in Chrift, faith 
the Apoftle to the Cor-hiib:.n:s , and nothing is more 
frequently celebrated, by the Apoftolical Writers, 
than the Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift.—Behold 
then a Pertinency, a Beauty, a iignificant Diftindtion, 
and an exact Harmony between all the Parts of this 
Verfe, if taken in our Send-; but a ftrange, confuted, 
tautological Kind of Didtion, if you difallow, that 
the three divine Perfons are diftindtly applied to. 

Page 6. It is fuggefted, “ That we may incur the 
Refentment of the other two Perfons, as (hewing a 
Neglect or Difrefpcct to them, if, of our own Heads, 
we fliould in any peculiar and diftinguifhing Form, 
worfhip the Father.”—This, fure, is a moft un¬ 
worthy Infinuation, as though the infinitely fublime 
and glorious Perfons of the Godhead were meanly 
ambitious, or weakly jealous. This is meafuring 
the Deity, not by our Reafon, which is a very in¬ 
competent Standard; not by our Senfes, which are 
ftill more inadequate Judges ; but even by our fordid 
and vile Affections.—But not to infift upon this grofs 
Error ; not to aggravate this Affront offered to the 
adorable Trinity ; this Intimation, and others of the 
like Strain, teem to be founded on a great JVliftake, 
with relation to the Nature of the Godhead. The 
Eficnce is one, though the Perfons are diftindE So 
that whatever Honour is paid to any Perfon is paid 
to the one undivided Effence. If we call Jefus the 
Lord, St. Paul affures us, it is to the Glory of God 
the Father. Whoever fees the Son, our Saviour him- 
felf declares, fees the Father alfo, (/. e.) whoever has 
a right Underftanding of the Son, and fees by FalfiN 
his divine Excellencies; that Man fees, is acquainted 
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with, the Perfections of the Father alfo. And for 
this obvious Reafen, becaufc the Father and Son are 
one. And will not this hold good with regard to the 
Holy Spirit ?—If fo, whatever Honour is paid to one, 
is paid to all the three facred Perfons: or rather 
whatever devout Afcriptions of Praife are addrefled 
to either of the divine Perfons, they are addrefled to 
the one living incomprehenfible God.—Fwilh Mr. 
Tomkins had attended to this Confideration. It might 
have guarded him againft fome other unwary Ey- 
preffions, which imply the Notion of Polytheifm; 
particularly that in Page io. where he tells us, “ That 
the Scripture fets forth the Father and the Son as the 
Obje&s of Worlhip.” I cannot find any fuch Re¬ 
presentation in Scripture. The Scripture is uniform 
and confiftent, and fpeaking of but one God, fpeaks 
of but one ObjeCt of divine Worlhip, viz. the infi¬ 
nite Deity, dillinguilhed by a threefold Pcrfonality. 
This may feem ftrange ; but fince we have the Sa¬ 
viour’s Word, and the Apoftle’s Evidence, to fupport 
the Tenet, it Ihould, methinks, be admitted as true. 
This may feem ftrangc, but is it therefore to be re¬ 
jected as falfc ? At this rate, we muft deny the Ex¬ 
igence of a thoufand Phaenomena in Nature; we 
muft explode as Impoflibilities numbcrlcfs apparent 
FaCts. 

Page 7. The Inquirer advances a very unac¬ 
countable Propofition. “ It Ihould feem, fays he, 
that the Son of God had quitted for that Time 
(during his Humiliation) his Claim to divine Wor¬ 
ship j though it Ihould be granted that he did re¬ 
ceive divine Worlhip before.”—I muft alk with 
die Jnvijb Ruler, How can thefe Things be ? Can 
God abandon his Divinity? Can he ceafe to be fu- 
premcly great and good ? Is he. not, I would not fay 
by the Neceflity, but by the abfolute Perfection of 
bis Nature, To-day, and Yefterday, and for ever the 
£un d If l'o, it feems impoffiblc, that Creatures 

Ihould, 
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Ihould, for fo much as a Angle Inftant, be releafed 
from the Duty of Adoration; it feems impofEble, 
with Reverence be it fpoken, that God ihould rdin- 
quifli his Claim to their profoundeft Homage. 
This would be to deny himfelf; which the ApoiUe 
reckons among the aiumra, 1 Tim. ii. 13. *fnr»eicu 
tavnv h bwuM .—This Tenet, I imagine, is contrary, 
not only to Reafon, but to Scripture. I ihould be 
jfteafed to know, whether Mr. Tomkins , when he was 
compofing this Paragraph, recollected that memo, 
rable Saying of our Lord, John iii. 13. No Man 
hath afcended into Heaven, but he who came down 
from Heaven, even the Son of Man (• *», not i «>, 
or i ioifj .who is in Heaven. Is not this a ma- 
nifeft Proof, that our Saviour was in Heaven by his 
divine Nature, even while his human Nature was 
fojourning on Earth, or confined within the Limits 
of a fcanty Apartment ? And if the divine Son while 
holding, in his Humanity, a Conference with Nice- 
demus , was prefent by his Godhead in the heavenly 
Regions, could the Angels be infenfiblc of his Pre¬ 
fence ? And if fenfible of his Prefence, could they 
with-hold their Adoration ?—Credat Judeeus ApeUa , 
non ego .—Let Socinians , and Men that are called In¬ 
fidels, believe fuch an Abfurdity. I cannot recon¬ 
cile it to my Apprehenfions.—Our Lord emptied 
himfelf, it is true; becaufe, when he appeared among 
Mortals, he appeared without the Pomp and Splen¬ 
dor of his ccleftial Majefty. He fuffered no fuch 
Glory to irradiate and adorn his Perfon, as furround- 
cd him on the Mount of Transfiguration, and will 
inVeft him when he comes to judge the World: but 
was, in all Things, fuch as we are, Sin only except¬ 
ed. Thus he humbled himfelf, not by difrobing his 
eternal Godhead of its efiential Dignity, but by 
with-holding the Manifeftations of it, in that inferior 
Nature, which he was pleafed to aflume. 
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Page 8. Our Author feems to miftake the 
Meaning of that Royal Edidl, ifl’ued out in the 
heavenly World, Let all the Angels of God worfhip 
him*. He fuppofes this was a Command to wor¬ 
fhip the Son in the fublime Capacity of God over all. 
This, furely, could not he the Senfe of the Words. 
Becaufe, a Command of fuch an Import, mull be 
needlefs. This was the natural, the unchangeable, 
the indifpenfablc Duty of ail Creatures : and fuch as 
thofe fuperior Intelligences could not but eaftly dif- 
cern, fuch as thofe upright Spirits could not but 
readily 'obey, without any particular Injunction. 
The Command, therefore, I apprehend, is rather re¬ 
ferable to the Humanity of our blefled Redeemer ; to 
that Nature in Immanuel, wiych purged awav our 
Sins, by becoming a propitiatory Sacrifice. This 
was-madc higher than the Angels. This had an 
illuftrious Name given it, to which every Knee 
fhouldbow. This was exalted into Heaven, Angels, 
and Authorities, and Powers, being made fubjedt 
unto the Man Chrifl Jcfus. If this Remark be 
true, then our Author’s Interpretation is erroneous; 
conlcqucntly, his round-about Argument, derived 
from a miftaken Principle mull fall to nothing. 

Page 12. In the Note our Objector alks, “ Did 
the People of Jfrael, upon hearing thefe Words: I 
am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the 
Land of Egypt, ever imagine, that there were three 
Perfons then fpeaking ?”•—This Queftion, I fuppofe, 
is intended to invalidate the Dodtrine Of the Trinity. 
But the great Article Hands upon a Rock, too impe¬ 
netrable to he undermined by fuch an Interrogatory, 
too immoveable to be fliaken by fuch a Suggeftion. 
1 pretend not to give a categorical Anfwer to the 
QWi but only defire to obferve, that the People of 
l/raefh ave fcveral Intimations, in their facred Books, 
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of a Plurality of Perfons in the Unity of the divine 
Efience. They were accuftomed to hear Mofes 
fpeak in the plural Number, when he relates the won¬ 
derful Work of Creation, Let us make Man. Their 
infpired and royal Preachers fpoke of the Almighty 
Maker of them, and of all Things, in plural Terms, 
Remember now thy Creator*, in the Original 
Creators. The Prophets acknowledged and teach 
tijl* grand Myftery, particularly the Evangelical 
Prophet ljaiab , Chap, lxiii. o, io. So that, if the 
Children of Jacob and Jofeph were ignorant of this 
awful Truth, it feems owing rather to the Blindnefs 
of their Underftandings, than to the Want of proper 
Difcoveries from above.—But be the Cafe, as it is 
fuppofed, with regard to the Jews. Are we obliged 
to copy their Ignorance ? Mull their Sentiments be 
our Guide ? Their Imaginations the Model of our 
Creed ? Surely, for a Chriftian to argue, or even 
to furmjfe. That there is no Inch Thing, because 
the ancient Jews were not acquainted with it, is al¬ 
together as unreafonable, as it would be unphjlofo- 
phical to maintain, 1 'hat there are no fuch Places as 
America, or Greenland, becaufe they were both un¬ 
known to the ancient Inhabitants of Canaan. —Mr. 
Tomkins cannot but know, that it is the Excellency 
of the Evangelical Difpenfation, to take off the Veil 
from the Mofaical. That we, by comparing their 
Law with our Gofpel, by applying the Interpreta¬ 
tion of our Apoftles to the Dodtrines of their Pro¬ 
phets, are able to fee clearly, what they perceived 
but dimly. Ye do always refill the Holy Ghoft, 
fays St. Stephen, as your Fathers did, fo do ye f. If 
this Reproof be compared with the feveral Narra¬ 
tives, recorded in the Old Teftament, concerning 
the ftiff-necked and refractory Behaviour of the 
Jews, we Ihall gather by the cleareft Deduction, 

* Ecdef. xii. t. f Ads vii. jt. 


that 



r ”2 3 

that the Holy Ghoft is Jehovah. Perhaps, the Ifra- 
elites., when they heard the Pfalm'tfl playing upon his 
Harp and finging this congratulatory Hymn of 
Praife, Thou art afcended up on high, thou halt led 
Captivity Captive, and received Gifts for Men; yea, 
even for thy Enemies, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them*.—The Israelites, I fay, upon 
hearing thefe Words, might not be aware, that the 
Perfon who afcended up on high, was the bleftcd 
Jefus; and that the Lord God dwelling among, 
'dwelling in depraved difobedient Mortals, to renew 
and reclaim them, was the Holy Ghoft. But we, 
by collating Ephef. iv. 8. with the former Part of the 
Verfe; and John xiv. 17. Rom. viii. 11. with the 
latter, are, to our exceeding great Confolatiori, 
brought to the Knowledge of. thcfc glorious Doc¬ 
trines. 

Page 14. Our Author obferves, “ That Dr. Watts 
Wtqald prove the Propriety of paying divine Worfhip 
to the Holy Ghoft, from the Form of adminiftring 
Baptifm.”—This Argument he undertakes to inva¬ 
lidate. He proceeds in a very unexpected Manner; 
fprings a Mine, of which we were not at all appre- 
henfive. What if it fhould tujn to the Overthrow 
of his own Tenet?—The Doctor maintains, “ that 
Baptifm is a Piece of Wcrfhip.” Our Author re¬ 
plies, “ That hearing the Word, in the public Af- 
femblies, may alfo be reputed a Piece of Worihip.” 
—May it fo r Then, Ex Ore tuo —Your own C011- 
ceffion confutes your Opinion. For, if to hear the 
Word with Affiduity, with Reverence, with an hum¬ 
ble Expedtation of its becoming the Inftrument of 
our Salvation—If this be a Species of Worihip, it is, 
doubtlefs, a Worfhip paid to him, who is the Author 
and Giver of the Word. Now, we are fure, that it 
was the Holy Ghoft, who fpake by the Prophets, who 

* Pfal. lx viii. . 
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fpake by the Apoflles, who fpake all the Words of 
that Life, which, in our religious Congregations, are 
explained and enforced. 

Page 15. Mr. Tomkins urges the Expreffion of St. 
Paul, x Cor. x. 2. which I cannot foibear fufpcdling, 
notwithftanding all the Rcmonftrances of Charity, 
which thinketh no Evil, he wilfully mifunderftands. 
It is evident, on the very firft Glance, that Mofes , in 
-*hat Place, cannot mean the Man Aicfts ; but the 
Syftert^of Religion, the Body of Laws, moral, ju¬ 
dicial, and ceremonial, which were, by him, deli¬ 
vered to the Jews. Is it therefore a Proof, that to 
be baptized into the Name of the Holy Ghoft is no 
Act of Worfhip to that divine Perfon, becaufc it was 
no Act of Worfhip to Alofcs, to have been baptized 
into an Gixonomy inftituted by God, and only pro- 
mulged by Msjrs. 

For my Part, I am ftcdfaftly perfuaded, that to 
be baptized into the Name of the Holy Ghoft, is a 
very noble and fublime Kind of Worfhip; not to 
fay, an indifpenfable Obligation to all other Inftanccs 
and Degrees of Worfhip.—It is coupled with that 
greateft of Chriftian Duties, Believing. Which I 
take to be a Worfhip of the Mind, far more impor¬ 
tant than any bodily Homage; without which, all 
external KxprciSons of Adoration are mere For¬ 
mality. He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be 
faved.—I verily think, no one will deny, that Bap- 
tifm is, at leaf!, equal in its Import, to Circumci- 
fion ; inftead of which it feems to be fubftituted. 
Now Circumcifton was evidently a Token and Ra¬ 
tification of the Covenant of Jehovah. It was a 
vifible Atteftation to the Perfon circumcifed, that 
the Lord was his God, engaged by Covenant to 
protect, blefs, and make him hnally happy. It was 
a folemn Declaration of an abfolute Self-furrender to 
the bleffcd God,- to acknowledge him for the only 
Lord, to ferve him in all dutiful Obedience, to fee k 
Vol. I. I bis 
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his (ilorv, and to hr rcfigned to his Will. Tlii.-' 
{hems to have been the Meaning of that divinely ap¬ 
pointed Rite, emphatically exprelied in thofc Words 
of the 'Jnujh Lcgiflator, T hou haft this Day avouch¬ 
ed the 1 /Oid to be thy God, to walk in his Ways, 
and to keep his Statutes, and to hearken unto his 
Voice. And the Lord hath avouched thee this 
Day to be his peculiar People *.—And can we 
imagine, that Raptiim, which lias iuperfeded Cir-; 
cutncifion, is interior to it in Significance ? (V can 
we imagine, that thete foletnn Acts of recogniz¬ 
ing tire Lord for our only God, and conl'ccrating 
ourklves to his Honour, are no Fxpreflions of 
Worfliip. 

Though this Dedication of ourlelvcs to the Ser¬ 
vice of the Holv Glioft fhould be implied in the 
Ordinance of baptifm, “ {till it muff be granted, 
replies our Author, that this can be no other Service 
of the Spirit, than what is enjoined in the New 
Tcfl ament,” (Page 1*5.) — Thereby infinuating, 
that it is ibmewhat different from the Service, we 
Rand engaged to yield both to the Father, and to the 
Son. but according to all the allowed Methods of 
Speech, the baptized Per foil is dedicated alike to 
each of the three facrcd Perfons: he avows them all 
to he the Object of his Worfliip, and the Author of 
his Salvation. There is no Manner of Difference 
. in the Terms which fpccify the Obligations; and 
fince divine Wifdom has made them the fame, why 
fhould we prefumc to pronounce them diverfe:— 
How unaccountably flrange would the baptifmal 
Form he, on our Objector's Intelpretation ; 1 bap¬ 
tize thee into an Obligation to adore, to obey, to 
■worfliip the Father and the Son; but not to pay the 
feme reverential and devout Regards to the Holy 
Ghoft. What Writer of Ingenuity, in order to 

* Deut. xjevi. 17, iS. 
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fiippori a lingular Hypothefis, would do fuch appa¬ 
rent Violence to the Meaning of the facred Text? 
What Reader of Difeernment would become a 
Convert to an Opinion, which mult darken and 
pervert the molt evident Senfe of Scripture, in order 
to acquire an Air of Plaufibility?—Suppofe a Per- 
fon (hould, in making his laft Will, exprefs himfelf 
in the following Style: I conftitute A, B, and C, my 
joint Executors; I give and bequeath to them, what- 
cv cr-^emains of my 1 ‘i Rate, and Goods, when my 
Legacies are paid, and my Debts cleared. Would 
it not be a molt extravagant and unreafonable Pre¬ 
tence, if a captious Neighbour fhould maintain, that, 
C is not veiled with an equal Power, has not a 
Right to an equal Dividend, with A and B? If a 
Gentleman of the long Robe fhould offer to give 
this for Law, would he not forfeit his Character 
cither of Sagacity or Integrity?—If none of thefe 
Obfervations will convince Mr. Tomkins , that he has 
mifrcprefentcd the Tenor and Extent of the baptis¬ 
mal Engagement, vve will, in order to bring the 
Matter, if poflible, to an amicable Accommodation, 
accede even to his own Affertion. He argues, 
“ That no other Service of the Spirit can be meant, 
but l'uch as is enjoined in the New Teftament.”— 
Agreed; let us join lffue on this Footing. Let us 
reft the Caufe on this Bottom. As it is Mr. Tom¬ 
kins’s own Motion, I hope, he will acquicfcc in the 
Refult of fuch a Trial. Now, the New Teftament, 
both virtually and explicitly, requires us to acknow¬ 
ledge the Holy Ghoft, tube God and Lord; and 
what Service is payable, according to the Prefcrip- 
tions of the New Teftament, to fuch a Being? This, 
and no other, I would render myfelf: this, and no 
other is rendered by all the Churches. I do not fo 
much as attempt to be an Advocate for any other 
Worlhip, to be addreffed to the divine Spirit, than 
what the Evangelical Scriptures direct us to offer 
1 2 unto 
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unto that majeftic and venerable, that tremendous 
and amiable Name, The Lord our God. If there¬ 
fore the New Teftament demands all Honour and 
Adoration, as the inviolable Due of this moft exalted 
Being, then Mr. Tomkins mud either flatly deny the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoft, muft contradict the ex- 
prcls Declaration of the infpired Writers on this 
Head, or elfe confefs, that his Notion Hands con¬ 
demned even on his own Principles. 

What is allcdgcd from i Cor. i. 13. This feem.-r'' 
to corroborate our Sentiments, rather than to tup- 
port his. St. Paul allies, with Warmth, and a Sort 
of holy Indignation—ti; to o'.ux riaoxs toa—l.Orrr; 
he fpeaks of it as an abfurd and Ihocking Thing. 
Now, what could render this fo odious and mon- 
ftrous a Practice; fuch as the Apoftle difclaims and 
rejects with Abhorrence ? Nothing, that I can ap¬ 
prehend, but the horrid Evil it would imply. The 
Evil of aferibing divine Honours to Paul , making 
Paul an Object of Worlhip, and confecrating Per- 
fons to a Creature, who ought to be confecrated only 
to the Creator, God bleffed for ever. So that I 
muft declare, I think this Text a ftrong Intimation, 
that Baptifin is really a facred Service or divine 
Worfhip, which it is utterly unallowable for any 
Creature to aflume or admit. Therefore, the good 
Apoftle renounces it, with a noble kind of Detefta- 
tion; much like the Angel, who, when John offered 
to fall at his Feet, and do him Homage, cries, 
Ofit fit)" ru Giu Wfos’xvnfnf *. 

The Apoftolical Benediction is another Paflagc 
ufually and dcfcrvedly produced, in Juftification of 
our Practice. Mr. Tomkins alledges, “ That this is 
very different from a direct Addrefs by Way of 
Prayer to the Spirit,” (Page 17.)—It feem to me to 
be an undoubted Prayer, and to have the very fame 

* jRev. xxii. 9. 
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Force as if it had been exprefled in the more com¬ 
mon precatory Form; O Lord Jefus Chrifl, vouch- 
fafe them thy Grace; O God of Goodnef's, grant 
them thy Love; O eternal Spirit, accompany them 
with thy comfortable Prefence. That this is the 
Purport of the Words, is undeniable; and where is 
the extraordinary Difference, whether they be intro¬ 
duced by an EJlo , or a Fac? —I believe, all will allow 
the Form ordained by God (Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26.) 
Sr the Ufc of the Jewi/h Priefts, was a real Prayer. 
ThelLord blefs thee, and keep thee; the Lord make 
hi-s Face to fhine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee; the Lord lift up the Light of his Countenance 
upon thee, and give thee Peace! if this was an 
Addrefs to the Almighty, the Apoftolical Benediction 
is exactly of the fame Nature. To fay, that it was 
only a kind Wifh, and not defigned for a devout 
Afpiration to Jehovah, mult greatly debafe and 
enervate it. Not to hint, that this facerdotal Blei- 
iing contained a Recognition of three divine Perfons, 
which might be obfeure in that Age, but has been 
fully illuftrated by the Apoflles. Not to hint the 
great Probability, that St. Paul had this very Paffage 
in his Eye, when he breathed out his benedidtive 
Prayer, and purpolely intended to explain it in the 
Evangelical Senfe.—Befides, I would defjHf to know, 
whether any Minifler could, with a fate Confcience, 
ufe the following Benediction ? The Grace of our 
Lord Jefus Chriit, and the Love of God, and the 
Fellowship of the Virgin Mary , be with you all. 
Amen! Why fhould a confcientious Minifler be 
afraid of ufing fuch a Form, if it be no Prayer ? If 
it be not a virtual Afcription of Omnifcience, 
Onrniprefence, and Omnipotence to the Virgin, 
and, in Confequence of thofe Attributes, a 
fupplicatory Addrefs to her ?—Still we are encoun¬ 
tered with another Objection, “ If I fhould fay to a 
Friend, May the good Angels attend you; fhall 
13 this 
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tliis be called a praying to the Angels?”—Mr. 
Tomkins himfelf muil own, if he will deal fairly, that 
the Cafe is by no Means parallel. The elect Angels 
difavow all divine Worfhip, but does the Holy Ghoffc 
do this? 'J'he cleft Angels are miniftring Spirits, 
but of the Holy Ghoft it is laid. The Lord is that 
Spirit. The Angels are confefledly created and 
finite Beings, fo that it would be Abfurdity and 
Iilafphcmy to invocate them ; but the Holy Ghoffc 
is pofli iled of the Perfections, performs the Workff' 
and is called by the incommunicable Name of God, 
fo that it is Wifdorn and Piety to pray to him. 
For which Rcafons, I make no doubt, but that, 
whenever the Apofties put up fuch an Ejaculation, 
r ywunix th aym 11 y.Cia. <wavTuv vf/.uv t they ac¬ 
companied it with a devout mental Addrefs to the 
uncreated Spirit. Becaufe, it would be a Piece of 
Ir reverence and of Folly, barely to wifh the Mercy, 
turd not apply to that ever-prefent Being for its Ac- 
complifliment. 

As for the other Arguments which Dr. Watts 
advances, in order to vindicate the Cuftom of as¬ 
cribing Praife to the Holy Ghoft, viz. “ That it 
may be expedient to practice it frequently in Ionic 
Churches, where it has been long ufed, left great 
Offence fliould be given.”—“ That it may be pro¬ 
per to ufe'it fomc 'l imes, on Purpofe to hold forth 
the Doctrine of the Trinity in Times of Error, and 
to take away all Suspicion of Herely from the public 
Worfhip.” — Thefe Conliderations I leave to the 
Doctor. I have no Inclination to try my Skill at 
fuch Weapons, but chufe to aft with Regard to 
them, as David acted in Relation to Saul's Armour; 
becaufe, I really think, that they rather encumber 
' than uphold the Caufe. They arc fo unwarily 
worded, that they reprefent the Practice, not as a 
noble ellcmial Piece of divine Worfhip, founded on 
the flrongeft and molt invariable Principles, always 

fuit- 
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fuitable to ourNcceffities, and always correfpendent 
ro the Nature of the blciied Spirit j but as an ocea- 
lional and Timc-ferving Expedient; to be ufcd, not 
conftantly, but now and then only; and that, toan- 
fwera '1'urn, none of the mod important, to avoid 
not any real Deficiency in YVorfhip, but only a 
Sulpicion of Hcrefy. Wherever I am felicitous to 
lecure the Conclufion, I would by no Means offer 
to deduce it from fuch unfolid and precarious Prc- 
i.„ : fes. 

1 n.ju'c now examined the moft confiderable Ob¬ 
jections, urged by Mr. Tomkins, againft the unani¬ 
mous Practice of Chriftian Congregations, whether 
they conform or difient. 1 fliall only beg the Con¬ 
tinuance of your Candour and Patience, while I 
touch upon another Particular or two, which may 
farther corroborate our Cuftoni, and prove it to be 
fomewhat more than warrantable. 

Kuppofe we produce a Command of our Lord 
JefusChrifl; will this he fufficient to alccrtain the 
Practice? Does not our Saviour give this Charge to 
his Apoftles ? Prav ye the Lord of the Harveft, that 
he would fend forth Labourers, into his Harveft*. 
Now I would humbly afk, Who the Lord of this 
Spiritual Harveft is? Shall wc refer ourfelves to 
Scripture for Satisfaction ? Will Mr. Tomkins abide 
In the Determination of Scripture ? Will he honeftly 
acknowledge, that, if the Scripture declares the 
Holy Ghoft to be the Lord of the Harveft, we have 
then a clear Commiflion, a politivc Command, to 
addrefs ourfelves by Way of Prayer to the Holy 
Ghoft ?—It is the llolv Ghoft who appoints the 
Labourers, that are to be employed in this Harveft. 
The Holy Ghoft faid. Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the Work whereunto I have called them f. 
It is the Holy Ghoft, who qualifies the Workmen, 

* Matt. ix. 38. Luke x. 2. f Ads xiii. z. acdxx. 28. 
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that are to difpatch this momentous Bufmefs, with 
Wifdom, with Knowledge, with Utterance, and 
with all miraculous Abilities, i Cor, xii. 8, 9, to, 
II. It is the Holy Ghoft who makes thefe La¬ 
bours effectual, and crowns them with ample Succefs, 
AtTs x. 44. 1 Thejf i. 5. — From tliefe Scriptures, 
and their Teftimonies concerning the bleffed Spirit, 
it feems iridifputably plain, that he is Lord of the 
Harveft. Can we have a more forcible Motive to 
pray unto him, than the Confideration of his fupp-. - 
intending, conducing, and profpering the RCgrefs 
of (that beft of Bleflings) the cverlafling Gofpel? 
ftfeed we a better Warrant to offer our devoutefl 
Applications to him, than our Lord’s exprefs In-r 
junction, viewed in Connection with thefe remark¬ 
able Texts? 

Suppofc, I prove farther, that the heavenly Be¬ 
ings pay divine Worfhip to the Holy Ghoft. Sup- 
pofe, I iliew you Angels and Archangels in Poflures 
of profound Adoration at the Throne of the eternal 
Spirit, and glorifying him in Strains of the moft 
fublime Devotion. Will this be allowed a proper 
Precedent for our Practice ? Will any one be fo bold 
as to affirm, that he is unfit to receive the Worfhip 
of Mortals on Earth, if it appear that he is the Ob¬ 
ject of Angelical Worfhip in the Heaven of Hea¬ 
vens ? In the ftxth Chapter of IJatab, we meet with 
One of the grandefl Reprefentations imaginable. 
Jehovah exhibits himfelf to the entranced Prophet, 
feated on a lofty and auguft Throne; before him 
flood the immortal Hofts of Seraphim ; they veiled 
their Faces in Token of deepeft Sclf-abafement; 
they lifted up their Voices with a rapturous Fer¬ 
vour, and uttered this magnificent Acclamation, 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord °f Hofts; the whole 
Earth is full of his Glory. The Trifagium of the 
Seraphic Armies feems to intimate, that they ad- 
drelled their Praifes to the one Jehovah in a Trinity 
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of Perfons. If you look forward to Verfe 8, you 
will find another Circumftance confirming this 
Remark, for the glorious Majefty fpeaks of himfelf, 
in the plural Number, Who will go for l.'s. But 
the Proof I chiefly depend on, the Proof wt:ich is 
abfolutely inconteftable. Which none can deny, 
without fuppofing themfelves better Judges of the 
Senfe of Scripture, than the Apoftles. This Proof 
is found in Ads xxviii. 25. where St. P,iul evidently 
ap l .’ ; es the Words, fpoke by this majcftic and divine 
Being, .0 the Holy Ghoft, Well fpake the Ploly 
Ghoft, faying. And if he attributes the Words to 
this facrcd Perfon, who dares feparatc the Honours ? 
Since all mult allow, that the Perfon who gives the 
Commiflion to the Prophet; and the Perfon whom 
the cclcftial Legions adore, is one and the lame.— 
Since therefore the Angels addrefs the Holy Ghoft 
with folemn A£ts of Praife; fince they bear united 
Teftimonv, that the whole Earth is full of his Glory: 
Mr. Tomkins Ihould confider, whether he a 61 s a 
becoming Part, in endeavouring to exclude his Glory 
from any Chriftian Congregation by his Example, 
and from every Chrillian Congregation by his 
Writings. 

If Mr. Tomkins fliould ftill think his own Opinion 
fufficicnt to over-rule all thefe Allegations of Scrip¬ 
ture, of greater Weight than the Practice of St. 
Paul to the TbeJjhlonians-j more unexceptionable, 
and fitter to be admitted as our Pattern, than the 
Example of the Angelic Hoft; 1 cannot but imagine, 
that the Propriety of our Cuftom is apparent even 
on the Tenour of his own favourite Notions. Page 
12. he quotes that grand and fundamental Law of 
Revealed Religion, “ Thou lhalt worlhip the Lord 
thy God, andTiim only lhalt thou ferve.” He pro¬ 
ceeds to confider, who this Lord our God is, whom 
we are to ferve. He then informs us, “ It appears 
frpm the whole Current of Scripture, in the New 
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Teftament, as well as the Old, that it is he, who, in 
Times paft, fpakc unto the Fathers by the Prophets.” 
Rightly judged. We make no Appeal from this 
Verdict, but acquicfce in it, though it is his own. 
Only taking along with us St. Peter’s Declaration, 
Prophecy came not in old Time (rather, at any 
Time, Unquam , not Olim, am, not »<*?*«») by the 
Will of Man, but holy Men of God fpake, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoft*. Mr. Tomkins. 
himfelf maintains, that the genuine and undoubted 
Object of divine Worfhip, is that infinitelyAVifc and 

f racious Being, who fpakc to our Fathers by the 
rophets; and St. Peter , in the moft exprefs Man¬ 
ner pofiible, afierts, that this infinitely wife and 
gracious Being, who fpakc by the Prophets, is the 
Holy Ghoft. Can Demonftration itfelf be plainer? 
Sure then, Mr. Tomkins muft either retradl his Poft- 
tion, or difallow the Apoftlc’s Application of it, or 
elfe give us Leave to adhere inviolably to our Prac¬ 
tice, to look upon it as juftifiablc beyond all reafon- 
able Exception, and, what fhould carry fome peculiar 
Weight with our Author, juftifiablc on Principles 
of his own. 

May I urge this Point a little farther ?—I fhould 
be glad to know, what is the fcriptural Meaning of 
being converted unto the Lord. Is it not, to re¬ 
nounce every lying Vanity, to forfake every evil 
Way, and turn to the Lord with all our Heart? That 
we may fear him, love him, put our whole Truft in 
him, and ferve him truly all the Days of our Life, 
Does not this include fome, rather is it not compre- 
henfive of all Worfhip? So that if it is certain from 
Scripture, that Sinners are to be converted to the 
Holy Ghoft; then it is equally certain, that Sinners 
arc to pay not fome only, but all Worfhip, to that 
blcfled Being, who is the Center of their Souls, and 

* 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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the Source of their Happinefs. Be pleafec! to read 
attentively 2 Cor. iii* 16, 17. and we dare venture 
to Band by your Decifion. 

Let me add one more Confideration, and I have 
done.—The bleffed Spirit is to help our Infirmities 
in Prayer, Rom. viii, 26. The Spirit is to iubdue 
our Iniquities, and mortify the Deeds of the Body, 
Rom. viii. 13. The Spirit is to filed abroad the 
Love of God in our Hearts, Rom. v. 5. The Spirit 
is to f,‘'iiStify us wholly, in all our Faculties, 1 Tbejf. 
v. 23. J i-e Spirit is to transform us into the divine 
Image, 2 Cor. iii- rS. The Spirit is to leal us umo 
the Day of Redemption, Eph. iv. 30. and to be the 
Earneft of an incorruptible Inheritance, Eph, i. 14, 
In a Word, from the Spirit we are humbly to ex¬ 
pert all the Fruits of Goodnefs, Riglitcoufnefs, and 
Truth, Eph. v. 9.1—Now what a comfortable Pro- 
l'pect riles before us, if this Spirit be the all fufficient, 
the infinite God, to whom nothing is impoflible ; 
who is able to do for us exceedingly abundantly 
even above all that we can alk or think! But how 
languid muft be our Hopes, how fcanty our Expec¬ 
tations, if he be not the divine Being, but only fome 
finite ExiHence ! And, in another State of Things, 
to whom will righteous Souls acknowledge them- 
felves inexprefftbly indebted, to whom will they re¬ 
turn their ardent Thanks, and addr^fs the moft 
joyful Praifes, but to the Author of all thefe inefti- 
. mable Bleflings? If this then is likely to be the Em¬ 
ploy, and the Dplight of Heaven, mould it pot be 
begun on Earth ? 

Upon the whole; Since the Cuftom of offering 
Prayer, and addreffing Praife, to the Holy Ghoft, is 
contrary to no Text of Scripture, is founded upon 
his divine Nature, and refults front the indifpenhble 
Obligation of Creatures to worfitip the Godhead; 
—Since it was undeniably the Practice of the Chrif- 
tian Church, ip its pureft Days, and has been-re¬ 
ceived, 
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Ceived, by unanimous Approbation, for many Hun¬ 
dreds of preceding Years >—Since it is probable, if 
we will allow their DoiSrines and Conduct to be 
confiftent, it is certain, if we will prefer the rrx.ft 
accurate and unembarrafled Interpretation of their 
Epiftles, that the Apoftles ufed this Method of 
Worfhip r—Since the Analogy of the whole Scrip¬ 
ture juftifies it, and the innumerable Benefits, which 
are communicated to us from the blefled Spirit, de¬ 
mand it:—Since Angels afcribe Glory to his^awful 
Majefty, and our Saviour directs us to put'tfp Prayers 
to his Almighty GoodnefsThefe, and other 
Considerations, determine me to join, without the 
, feaft Scruple, with full AfTurance of its Propriety, in 
that ancient noble Doxology—Glory be to the 
Father, who hath loved us with an everlafting Love, 

.—and to the Son, who hath wafhed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood,—and to the Holy Ghoft, 
who applies thefe Bleflings of redeeming Grace to 
our corrupt Hearts; to this great, eternal, incom- 
prehenfible Trinity, be rendered undivided Honours, 
and immortal Praife! 

Having been fo very prolix already, I fhall not 
render myfelf more tedious by making any Apology, 
but fhall only add, what no Confideration can in¬ 
duce me to omit, that 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged Friend, 

LETTER "SXIV. 

Dear Sir , Wejion~FaveU t Mcfrchy 1745-6. 

VOU have fet me a Tafk, which i fhould be 
■*• glad to execute, if I was able. God forbid, 
that I fhould be backward to plead for the lnterefts 
of; that Redeemer on Earth, who, I trull, is making 

per- 
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f :rpefeual Interceflion for me in Heaven. But my 
ear is, left the noble Caufe fhould fuffcr, by the 
Unfkilfulnefs of its Defendant. It is for this Rea- 
fon, purely for this Reafon, I wifb to decline accept¬ 
ing the Challenge, you feem to give me in your 
Letter. For this once, however, I will enter the 
'Lifts, and venture to try the Strength, not of your 
Arm, but of your Arguments. 

I do not wonder, that you have Obje&ions to 
make ■» , rainft Chriftianity. I know fomc eminent 
Chriftians who were formerly warm and zealous 
in the Oppofition: yet they have frankly owned that 
their Minds were then either very inconfiderate, or 
elfe immerfed in other Speculations; and that they 
had no Leifure, or no Inclination to weigh the Evi¬ 
dences, and examine the Nature of the Evangelical 
Do£lrine. Since they have applied themfclves to 
confider thefe Points, with a Serioufnefs and Atten¬ 
tion, becoming an Enquiry of the laft Importance; 
an Enquiry, in which their very Souls and all their 
eternal Interefts were embarked, they are thoroughly 
convinced that their former Sentiments were wrong. 
They are fully perfuaded, that the Gofpel-Inftitution 
is of divine Extract; that it is a Syftem, noble and 
fublime, benevolent and gracious, every Way fuit- 
able to the Majefty of God, and admirably calculated 
for the Comfort, the Improvement, and the Happi- 
nefs of Mankind. 

Methinks you will reply, and very reafonably, 
“ that all fuch fhould be able to account for the 
K Change of their Opinions.”—I dare fay they can. 
—But as you call on me fo particularly to vindicate 
the religious Principles, which I have from my In¬ 
fancy embraced; I will now attempt to vindicate 
them from the various Charges, of which they ftand 
arraigned in your Letter. 

Be pleafed then, dear Sir, to obferve, that (far 
Chriftian Do&rine teaches, tint when God bqgjpght 
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Man into Being, he blefled him with a State perfcftfy 
holy and happy. If you tread the Bible, the authen¬ 
tic Narrative of our Fall, as well as the only Guide 
to our Recovery, you will, find it an avowed Truth, 
That God made Man upright. If, therefore, Man- 
corrupted himfelf, and (as it is impoffible to bring a 
clean Thing out of an unclean) polluted his OfF- 
fpring; where is the Harlhnefs, where the Injuftica 
of the divine Ptocedure in adjudging him worthy of 
Death ? Let God be juftified, and let Mortals bear 
the Blame. 

You think it very odd, that this tragical Cata- 
ilrophe fhould be occaftoncd by eating an Apple.— 
So fhould I too, was there nothing more in the 
Cafe, than barely eating an Apple. But this was a 
wilful and prefumptuous Breach of a mod pofitivc 
Command, of the only Command, which the Al¬ 
mighty Lawgiver enjoined. And the fmaller the 
Matter of the Prohibition, the more inexcufablc was 
the Fault of not complying with it. In this Aft of 
Difobcdience was implied, the mod pcrverfeDifcon- 
tent in the happieit Circumftances imaginable; the 
mod fiiameful Ingratitude for the mod ineftimablc 
Favours. Pride and Arrogance, even to an unfuf- 
ferable Degree; implicit Blafphemy, making God a 
Liar, and hearkening to the Suggeftions of the 
Devil, in Preference to the folemn Declarations of 
Truth itfelf. Indeed, this, Tranfgrcllion was a 
Complication of Iniquities; and, though reprefented 
under the extenuating Terms of eating an Apple, 
was really the moll horrid Provocation, that was ever 
committed. 

But that the Tranlgrefllon of Adam Ihould fallen 
Guilt, or tranfmit Corruption to his latefl Poflerity, 
this, you imagine, is all a Chimera.—If then you 
was created in a perfeft State; if you fuffered nothing 
by the original Lapfe, why is your Heart prone to 
numfecrlefs Evils? Why do you tread in die Steps 
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ttf an Apoftate Anceftor? Why do you violate the 
Law of an infinitely pure God, and too often de¬ 
light in that abominable and accurfed Thing which 
he hateth,.Sin ? You are too honcft and ingenuous 
to deny the Truth of tliefe Expostulations. And if 
fo, you mull allow, that your Nature was depraved 
in Adam, or, which leans to be more culpable, that 
you have corrupted yourfelf. Then, there is no 
l'uch great Caule to find Fault with the i'upreme 
Difpolcr of Things, for including you rn Adam’s 
Trcfpafs, fince you yourfelf do the fame Things. 

Is it confident you alk with the Charadler of an 
infinitely good Being, to make this Refolve, That 
he would, on Account of this fmgle Crime, bring 
into Exigence almoll innumerable Millions of 
Creatures, fo fpoiled by himfclf, that they fbould all 
deicrve eternal Damnation?—I anfwer, this is en¬ 
tirely a Mifreprefentation of the Chridian Scheme. 
It was not in Confequence of the original Crime, 
that God determined to bring the human Race into 
Being; but, in Purfuance of his own eternal Pur- 
pofes, which are always the Ifl'ue of confummate 
Wifdom, of unbounded Benevolence, and will, un- 
lefs his Creatures Itubbornly reject the Overtures of 
his Love, terminate in their unfpeakable Felicity.— 
Neither was the human Race Ipoiled by the Creator, 
but by thcmfelves.—To fuppoie, that the Author of 
all Excellence Ihould deprave the Work of his own 
Hands, is doubtlefs a Ihocking Thought, and fuch 
as we utterly difavow. So far was he from being 
the foie Operator, that he was not fo much as ac- 
ceffary in any Degree to their Mifery: but warned 
them of their Danger; charged them to beware; and 
planted the Barrier of his own tremendous Threat- 
enings between them and Ruin. 

You are difpleafed, that everlafting Happlnefs 
fliould never be attainable by any of thefe Creatures, 
but by thole few to whom God gives his dfedhial 
i free- 
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free Grace.—If the Proportion be' fet in ancibct 
Light, which is really the true Method of ftatingit; 
if we fay, That, though All have forfeited, yet All 
may recover evcrlafting Happinefs, becaule effectual 
Grace is freely offered to All: what can a Man of 
Candour objedtto fuch a Dilpcnfation ? Will he not 
acknowledge the Goodnefs of the divine Procedure, 
and inveigh againft the Perverfenefs of Mortals; the 
moll unreafonable Perverfenefs of all thole, who are 
too proud to be fenfible of their Want of Grace, or 
too carelcfs to trouble their Heads about it ? Will 
he not be conftraincd to declare them Suicides, and 
that they are chargeable, it they perifh, with their 
own DeftruCiion? if we preferibe a Medicine of fo- 
vereign Efficacy, and the Sick is fo fclf-willed as to 
rel’ufe the Recipe, who is to be blamed, in cafe of a 
Mil’carriagc, the Phyfician, or the Patient? 

When therefore you talk of Perfons being un¬ 
avoidably damned, you quite mifconccive the Tenour 
of our moil merciful and benign Inftitution; which 
offers Forgivencls to all, though ever fo profligate, 
through the Saviour’s Atonement; which makes a 
“Tender of Grace to all, though ever fo abandoned, 
through the Saviour’s Mediation, The Language, 
the moll compaflionate Language of which, is. Turn 
ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways, for why will ye 
die? And bccaufe the Sinner, enflaved to Vice, is 
unable to Ihakc off the Fetters, it farther fays, Afk, 
and ycfhall receive; leek, and ye lhall find, Grace 
l'ufficient for you. 

As to the Meaning of the Term Grace, I appre¬ 
hend, it fignifies the Pardon of obnoxious, and the 
Acceptance of unworthy Perfons, on Account of the 
Expiation and Merits of their Redeemer. It im¬ 
ports alfo a Communication of Knowledge and 
Strength to ignorant and impotent Creatures, that 
they may difeern their Cicator’s Will, and difeern-- 
ing, may be enabled to perform it. And in forming. 

theie 
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thefe Ideas, I can fee nothing ftupid; in exposing 
thefe Bleflings, nothing foolilh. 

But Bill, perhaps, you think it fcarce reconcil¬ 
able with the VVifdom, the Juttice, the Mercy of 
God, to ftiffer Mankind to fall. That he forcfaw 
it, and could have prevented it, is undeniable. He 
forelaw it, or elfe he could not be omnifcient: he 
was able to have prevented it, otherwife he could not 
be omnipotent.—But what if the eternal Maker 
knew, that this would give Occafion to the molt 
ample and glorious Manifeftation of thofe very At¬ 
tributes, which you fufpedt are cclipfed hereby ? 
Would this conciliate your Approbation? Would 
this incline you to acquiefce in the (Economy of 
the Gofpel r 

Certainly it is a molt ftupendous DifcoVery of 
Wifdom to find out a Method, whereby the feem- 
ingly jarring Attributes of Jufiice and Mercy may 
be reconciled.—Whereby the Sinner may be faved, 
without any Injury to the inviolable Holinefs of his 
Laws, or any Derogation to the Honour of his juft 
and righteous Government. It was impoflible to 
give fuch an amazing Proof of his infinite Kindnefs 
for poor Mortals, as by delivering his own Son to 
take their inferior Nature, and bear all their Guilt. 
Nor can there be fo fignal an Exertion of Juftice, as 
to punilh this moft excellent Perfon, when he ltood 
in the Place of Offenders; or of Mercy, as to divert 
the Vengeance from their obnoxious tqj his immacu¬ 
late and innocent Head. 

As 4 pm the Scheme of Redemption, the higheft 
Glory redounds to the divine Majewy, fo the richeft 
Confolation is derived from hence to frail Creatures. 
The Happinefs of Men confifts in the f avour of 
God. His Love is better than Life. To be gra- 
cioufly regarded by that adorable Being, who ftretch- 
ed out the Heavens, and laid the foundations*of 
the Earth; to be the Objects of his Complacency* 
*'Vot. I. K whole 
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whofe Smile conftitutes Heaven, and whofe Frown 
is worfe than DcllruClion;—this, this is human Fe¬ 
licity. And how could God Almighty give ns a 
brighter Evidence, a more pregnant Proof of his 
inconceivably tender Concern for us, than by fur¬ 
rendering his only Son to Condemnation and Death 
for our Sake ? Tranfporting Thought! Big with a 
Delight, which Man could never have known, had 
not Adam fallen. This obviates an Objection, on 
which you ftrongly infill, That you and others never 
confented to make Adam your Representative. For 
if this Method of ordering Things be productive of 
a fuperior Felicity, to all that are willing to be happy, 
then it can be no Wrong to the World in general, 
or to any individual Perfon in particular. No more 
than it is a Wrong to the Minor, for his Guardians 
to procure Intcrell for his Money, and improve his 
Eftate, againft the Time of his coming to Age. 

Upon the whole; There is no Reafon to quarrel 
with that fovereign Will of God, which permitted 
us to fall in Adam , from thence to contract Guilt, 
to derive Pollution, and, confequently, to deferve 
Damnation. But rather there is abundant Caulc 
to admire, to adore, to blefs his holy Name, 
for providing a Redeemer; a Redeemer of unknown 
Dignity, and unutterable Perfections; a Redeemer, 
by whom all the Evils of the P'all may be more than 
redrefl’ed; a Redeemer, in whom all the awful and 
amiable Attributes of the Deity arc moll illuftrioufly 
difplayed; a Redeemer, through whom the moll 
wicked, and moll unfortunate of our Race, rpay find 
Mercy, and arrive at Happinefs; a Redeemer, who 
moll compaffionately invites all, all that are weary 
and heavy laden, to come to him, and moll afiuredly 
declares, that whofoever believeth in him, lhall not 
perilh, but have evcrlalling Life.—And . is it not 
llrangc,—yery llrange,—hardly credible, fure, that 

any 
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any Ihould reje£l fo great Salvation, and ehufe Death 
rather than Life? 

Let me beg of you, Sir, to confider thefe Points 
with Calmnefs and Impartiality. You cannot but 
be fenfible, that many learned, many wife, many ex¬ 
cellent Perfons, moll cordially believe them; receive 
their chief Satisfactions from them; and would rather 
die, than renounce them.—Since it is pollible, at 
leaft, that they may be in the right; fince you do 
not pretend to be infallible in your Judgment; and 
fincc you acknowledge a God of unerring Wifdom, 
and evcrlafting Goodnefs, let me bcfcech you to im¬ 
plore his Guidance in your Search, and his Direc¬ 
tion in your Determination. For I am notalhamed 
to own, or rather I atn bold to maintain, that this 
Wifdom comeih from above; this Wifdom is the 
Gift of God; and Prayer is altogether as neceffary 
to its Attainment, as Sagacity of Mind, or the Ac- 
complilhinents of Learning. 

LETTER XXV. 

Dear Brother , Dtunmer , June 27, 1737. 

T Find you are at London looking out for a Trade, 
and a Mailer to fetyourfelf to. I hope, you pray 
earneMy to God to guide you in your Choice by his 
infinite Wifdom. He only knows what kind of 
Employ 1 will be bell for you; in what Family or 
Neighbourhood you will have the moll Helps and 
Encouragements to Holinefs; where you will be 
moll expofed to Temptations, to evil Company, and 
to an early Corruption. Therefore, remember 
what you have learned in the 3d Chapter of Pro¬ 
verbs, and now, above all other l imes, putin Prac¬ 
tice, “ In'all thy Ways acknowledge him, and he Jhall 
'“■'direft thy Paths.” Befeech the all-wife God td 
K 2 go 
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go before you in this weighty Undertaking, and to 
lead you to fuch a Matter, and to fettle you in fuch 
a Place, where you may, the moil advantageoufly. 
Work out your Salvation. Defire alfo your honoured 
Mother, and mine, to have a great Regard to your 
Soul, and the Things that make for its Welfare, in 
putting you out. Let it be enquired, not only whe¬ 
ther fuch a Tradefman be a Man of Subfiance and 
Credit, but whether he be alfo a Man of Religion 
and Godlinefs. Whether he be a Lover of good 
People ? a careful Frequenter of the Church? Whe¬ 
ther his Children be well nurtured and educated in 
the Fear of the Lord? Whether Family-Prayer be 
daily offered up in his Houfe ? Whether he believes 
that the Souls of his Servants are committed to his 
Trull, and that he will be anfwerable for the Ne- 
gledt of them at the Judgment-Seat ? It will be fadly 
hazardous to venture yourfejf under the Roof of any 
Perfon, who is not furnifhed with thefe Principles, 
or is- a Stranger to thefe Practices. But, if he be 
quite contrary to all thefe, a Defpifer of God and 
Goodncfs, wholly devoted to carnal Plcafurc, and 
worldly Gain; if he not only omit the religious Care 
and Overfight of his Houfhold, but alfo fet them a 
wicked and corrupt Example;—let nothing induce 

J ou to fcirctr into his Service. A lewd, drinking, 
wearing, cheating Mailer, will be fure to difregard 
the Sobriety and Purity of your Behaviour, and very 
likely to corrupt it. To have his diforderly Carriage 
daily before your Eyes, will be as dangerous as to 
lodge in a Plague-Houfe. Therefore, let no Confi- 
deration of Profit, or Advantage, or of any other 
Sort, prevail with you to become Apprentice to fuch 
a one. If you do, depend on it, you breathe tainted 
Air j and it is much but you catch the deadly Infec¬ 
tion.—After you are bound to a Mailer, you mull be 
as diligent in doing your Duty to him, as youlhould 
be of examining into his Character before you are 

bound. 
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■bound. As I have given you my Advice con¬ 
cerning the latter of thefe Particulars, I fancy you 
will not take it amifs, if I give you fame Directions 
concerning the former. As foon as you are 
bound,.you are at your Matter’s, and not at your 
own Ditpofal: he has then a Right to your Hands, 
your Strength, and all that you can do. He becomes 
a Sort of Parent to you; and though not a natural, 
yet a civil. Father. You are alfo obliged, not only 
by the Laws of your Country, and the Tenour of 
your Indentures, but by the 5th Commandment of 
God, to pay him all due Submillion and Honour. 
To do this, is a moft material Part of your Duty, as 
a Chriftian, as well as your undeniable Debt, as an 
Apprentice. It is required of you by God, in holy 
Scripture, and you mutt not once imagine that you 
do what is pleaiing to him, unlcfs you confcientioufly 
perform it. Now, that you may know what it is 
that your Matter will expedt from you, and what it 
it is that the Lord has enjoined you, with Regard to 
him, remember, it confifts, firft, in Reverence of his 
Pcrfon ; fecondly, in Obedience to his Commands ; 
and, thirdly, in Faithfulnefs in his Bufmefs. 

Firll, in Reverence of his Perfon. You mutt 
efteem him very highly for his Superiority’s Sake, 
and the Refemblance he bears to God. For God, 
who made you, and has an uncontroulable Power 
over you, has communicated fome of that Power 
to your Matter ; fo that you are to look upon him 
as the Rcprefentative, in fome Sort, of the divine 
Majefty, and inverted with fome of his Authority. 
Accordingly St. Paul fays, 1 Tim. vi. 1. You mutt 
count him worthy of all Honour; all i. e. internal 
and external, that of the Adtions and Words, as well 
as that of the Heart. It is not enough to maintain 
a-worthy Eftimation inwardly, bat you mutt let it 
appear on all Occaftons outwardly,; by behaving 
yourfelf very obligingly to him be&xtFhis Face, and 
by fpeaking very refpedtfully of him bis Back. 
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Suppofe you fhould difcern Failings and Infirmities 
in him, you muft by no means divulge them, or make 
yourfelf merry with them, much lefs muft you dare 
to let light by any of his Orders. Whatever you 
have Reafon to think will grieve or dilpleaie him, 
will be prejudicial or offenfivc to him, that you muft 
cautiouily forbear. 

, Secondly, Obedience to his Commands. See 
how full the Apoltle fpcaks to this I’urpofe, “ Ser¬ 
vants, obey in all Things your Majlers according to the 
Flejh.” Col. iii. 22. Obferve likewife, from this 
Paflage, not only the Neceffity, but alfo the Com- 
paft, and Latitude of your Obedience ; how large 
and extenfive it is. It reaches, not barely to a few, 
but to all and every Inftancc. If you fhould receive 
Orders that are ever fo much again!! the Grain of 
your own Inclination, you muft force yourfelf to 
comply with them ; receive them as you ufed to do 
naufeous Phyfick, though they be unpleafant at firrt, 
they will do you Good, and be comfortable to you 
afterwards; your own Plcafure muft always ftoop, 
and give way to your Mailer’s. If he fets you a 
Talk as is mean and ignoble, and fuch as (according 
to the Expreffion of the World) is beneath a Gen¬ 
tleman’s San, do not fcruple it dear Brother, but 
difpatch it chearfully. Remember who hath faid. 
Servants obey your Mafters in all Things, And, 
oh! remember that be we as well born and bred as 
we will, yet he that was higher than the higheft 
us all, even the mod excellent and illuftrious Perfon 
that ever lived, condcfccndcd to the loweft and (fuch 
as our fine Folks would account the) fhamefuleft 
Offices. The Lord Jefus Chrift, though the Bright- 
nefs of his Father’s Glory, difdained not to wadi his 
Difciples Feet. Neithei be dejected becaufe you 
4re treated in an unworthy Manner, or fet to do 
|bme mean and low Office for him, or his Family, 
but rejoice rather in that you are made like unto 
Redeemer, and in the happy Profpedt you will 

have 
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have of becoming great in Heaven, by being fo little 
on Earth. I am aware this Piece of Advice is not 
fo unexceptionable as the reft, it may poflibly be ad¬ 
judged the Mark of too yielding and fneaking a 
Spirit; but never forget that the Things which are 
moft highly eftecmed by God, are held in leaft Re¬ 
pute by Men. I know, and am fure, that if any 
Apprentice would make fuch a Compliance for the 
Sake of preferving Peace, and out of Confcience to 
the Command of God, and with an Eye to the Ex¬ 
ample of Chrift, there is a Day coming when he will 
not repent of it; when it will not he deemed a Blot 
in his Chara&cr, but be an Ornament of Grace to 
his Head, and more comely than Chains about his 
Neck *. Well, you fee your Obedience muft be 
univerfal, you muft come when he calls you, and go 
where he bids you, do all that he commands you, 
and let alone all that he forbids you. - This muft, 
moreover, be done, not grudgingly, or of Neccffity, 
but readily and gladly: for hear what the Scripture 
faith, Whatfoever ye do, do it heartily f ; and again, 
with good Will doing Service f.; fo that we muft not 
creep, but be quick and expeditious in our Bufinefs, 
howfoever difagreeable. You muft not go about it 
with grumbling Words and muttering in your 
Mouth, but with fo latisfied an Air, as may lhcw 
that you are plcafed with whatever pleafes your 
Mafter. 

Thirdly, In Faithfulnefs in his Bufinefs. This 
is the laft Branch of your Duty to your Mafter ; and 
fince Mofes has obtained an honourable Teftimony, 
on this Account, be you alfo faithful in all his 
Houfej|. You may find this, as indeed all the 
Qualifications of a good Servant, defcribed by St. 
Paul, {Tit. ii. 10.) Not purloining, fays he, but 
fhewing all Fidelity. You are charged not to pur- 

* Prov. i. 9. f Colof. iii, 23. 

X Eph, vi. 7. || Heb. iii. 5. 
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loin, /. e. not to keep back from your Mafter, nor 
to put into your own Pocket, nor convert to your 
own Ufe, any of that Money, which, in the Way of 
Trade, pa Acs through your Hands. You were 
taught from your Childhood, to keep your Hands 
from picking and ftealing, and I hope you abhor fuch 
abominable Practices from the Bottom of your 
Heart. You mult not fell at a cheaper, and buy at 
a dearer Rate, in order to have feme valuable Conli- 
derationmade you privily in your own Perfon. Thefc 
differ from robbing on the Highway, (they are fla- 

f rant nets ol Difnonefty, and will cry to Heaven for 
engeance) only in being left open and notorious. 
$uch Tricks and villainous Devices do the fame 
Thing by Craft and Treachery, as Houfebreakers do 
by Force and V iolence. Therefore, dear Brother, 
renounce, deteft, and fly from them as much as from 
jFire, Arrows and Death. Befidcs, you are not only 
to abftain from fuch clandeftine Knavery, but alfo 
tofhew all good Fidelity. What is meant by this, 
you may underftand, by reading how Jofeph con¬ 
ducted himfelf in Potipher ’s Service. Your Mafter 
it is likely will commit the Management of fbme of 
his Affairs to you, and you mult endeavour, by a 
difereet Behaviour, and a pious Life, to bring the 
Blefling of the Lord upon all that you take in Hand. 
You mult lay out your Time, and your Labour, 
and give all Diligence to aul'wer the Truft repofed 
in you. You mult not delay the Bufinefs which is 
urgent, nor do your Work by Halves, nor transfer 
that to others which is expsdled you fhoulddo vour- 
felf. .The flothful Man, fays Solomon , is Brother to 
him that is a great Waller; therefore you mult avoid 
Idlencfs, and Carelcfliicfs. In a Word, you mult do 
nothing knowingly and wilfully that is likely toim- 

f ioveriln your Mafter, but feek by all lawful and 
audable Means to increafe his Subftancc. All this 
you muft obferve, not only when he ftands by you, 
and infpecis you, but when his Back is turned, ami 

you 
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you are removed from his View; otherwife your 
Service is nothing but Eye-fervice, fuch as will prove 
odious to Man, and is already condemned by God. 
For if you appear to be induftrjous, and in earneft, 
before your Mailer, but to loiter and trifle when out 
of his Sight, you will be chargeable with Hypocrify, 
a Sin extremely hateful to Chrift, and grievouily 
pernicious to the Soul.—But I am afraid I tire you; 
this one Sentence, therefore, and I have done. You 
muft carry yourfelf, throughout the whole Courfe of 
your Apprenticcihip fo refpedtfully, fo obediently, fo 
faithfully, that at the End oiit you may truly fay with 
'Jacoby With all my Power I have ferved your Fa¬ 
ther. I had more to write, but will fend you (if 
you care to accept it) the Remainder fome other 
Time. May God blefs you all, aud your affecti¬ 
onate Brother, b'c. 


LETTER XXVI. 

Dear Si/ler , 

T Have taken my Pen in Hand to write; but what 
■* Hull be the Subject? News I have none; or, if I 
had, my Brother would communicate it, in his 
Conversation.—Let me imitate a royal Example. 
It was once faid by a renowned King, My Song fhall 
be of Mercy and Judgment: of the fame let my 
Letter treat. The former was very lately the Topic 
of fome agreeable Difcourfe with a young Gentle¬ 
man.—We obferved, how neceffaryit is, to be firmly 
perfuaded of the infinitely rich Mercies of God in 
Chrift Jefus, This will make us delight to think of 
him, and encourage us to fly to him. Whereas, if 
we have a Jealoufy, that he bears us ill Will, or 
defigns our Ruin, we cannot take Pleafure in him, 
or.cl^ce our Confidence in hip). Therefore. the 

con- 
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condescending God has given us repeated and fo- 
letnn Affurances of his Pity, his Grace, his tender 
Mercy in Chrift Jefus. 

Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7 *. He makes it his fery Name. 
Intimating, that a Man may forget his own Name,* 
before thoblefled God can ceafe to be merciful to 
them that fear him. 

E%ek. xxxiii. 7, il +. He confirms his divine 
good Will to us by an Oath. He fwears by his 
very Life, that he defires our Happinefs, and feeks our 
Salvation.—Here are two immutable Things, the 
Name, and the Oath*of God, Can we have 
ftronger Confirmation of his loving Kindnefs ? 

I think, if it be poffible, we have. He has fo 
loved us, faith the Scripture.—How hath he loved-bs ?. 
So, as no Words, no not of his own all-wife Spirit 
can exprefs; nothing but the unfpeakably precious 
Effe&s. So as to furrender his own Soil, to die 
that we might live; to be made fubject to the Law, 
that we by his Obedience might be made righteous; 
to become a Curfe, that we might inherit the Bluf¬ 
fing.—'Read what the Wife of Manoab very juftly 

* And the Lord pafTed before him, and proclaimed. 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
fuffering, and abundant in Goodnefs and Truth. 
Keeping Mercy for Thoufinds, forgiving Iniquity and 
Tranfgreffion, and Sin, and that will by no means clear 
the Guilty; vifiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon 
the Children, and upon the Childrens Children, unto 
the third and to the fourth Generation. 

f So thou, O Son of Man, 1 have fet thee a Watch¬ 
man unto the Hqufe of Ifrael ; therefore thou lhalt hear 
the Word at my Mouth, and warn them from me. Say 
unto them. As I live, faith the Lord God, I have no 
Pteafure in the Death of the Wicked; but that the 
Wicked turn from his Way, and live; turn ye, turn ye, 
from ypur evil Ways; for why will ye die, O Houfe 
tif I/raelt 

alledges, ’ 
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alledges, and apply it to the Point before us, Judges 
xiii.23*. for I can no more: I hear my Friend 

Mr.-’s Coach coming to carry me out on a 

Vifit. 

Yours, fdc. 


LETTER XXVII. 

TO HIS FATHER. 

Rev. and Hon. Sir, Biddeford , On. 1,1742. 

VOUR laft, containing the melancholy Account 
^ of the Death of both my Aunts, I received. I 
hope they died in the Lord, and flecp in the Bofom 
of Jefus; and then, truly, they arc the happy Perfons, 
and we the Objects of Pity. They reft, and have 
caft Anchor in the Harbour; whereas we are ftill 
beating on the Ocean, and tolled in the Storm.—If 
we confider Things impartially, this World is our 
Grave; nor do we really live, till we burft the fiefhly 
Prifon, and get beyond the vilible Skies. 

In the Grave is Darkncfs. It is called the Sha¬ 
dow of Death.—And what elle is this wretched 
World? What, but a State of Gloominefs; a Valley 
of the thickeft Darknefs ? where poor Mortals grope 
in fpiritual Ignorance; and wander up and down, not 
feeing the Things that belong to their Peace. 

In the Grave, among the Tombs, we look for 
Phantoms and Apparitions.—And what elfe do we 
meet with here below? A thoufand Sorts of Hap~ 
pinefs prefent themfelves to our Wilhes, but are un~ 
fubftantial and phantaftical all. They are a gay 

# But his Wife faid unto him. If the Lord were 
pleafed to kill us, he would not have received a Burnt- 
Offering, and a Meat-Offering at our Hands, neither 
would he have Ihewed us all thefe Things, nor would,, 
as at this Time, have told us fuch Things as thefe. 

Delu- 
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Belufion, and mock our Expeditions, as one of 
thofe vanifhing Forms would baulk our Embraces. 

The Grave is the Land where all Things are for¬ 
gotten. The Ideas of Friendlhip are obliterated, 
and the deareft Relatives are remembered no more, 
•—And is not this too true a Defcription of our prc- 
fent State ? Do we not unaccountably forget Jefus 
Chrift, our Almighty Friend, and everlafting Glory, 
our invaluable Heritage? Where is the Man that; 
remembers his bleeding Saviour, on his Bed; and 
thinks upon him when he is waking? No; the Re¬ 
deemer’s inconceivable Love, and the precious 
Benefits of his Paffion, are buried in a deep Oblivion. 
This World then of Darknefs, Apparitions, and 
Forgetfulnefs, is the grand Dormitory. Flelh and 
Blood the Tomb of our immortal Minds, 

Nafcentes tnorimur, 

I fear, I tire you, honoured Sir. But becaufe I 
have no News, that you can apprehend or relilh, I 
allow my Pen in thefe Excurfions.—'I'his Week I 
was fent for to .vifit a Lady of this Parifh, in the 
fame Diforder, which proved lb fatal to my two 
Aunts. She lay, poor Gentlewoman, moft terribly 
afRidted, and is now releafed. It put me in Mind 
of the Pfalmijt's penitential Acknowledgement, 
which I think is never more applicable than in the 
Cafe of the Small-Pox: “ When thou , Lord , with 
t( Rebukes doji chajie.n Man far Sin , thou makcjl his 
** Beauty to confume away , like as it were a Moth fret- 
“ ting a Garment .” I mall rejoice to hear that you 
and my Mother continue well, under all your Trou¬ 
ble and Fatigue, and remain. 

Reverend and Honoured Sir, 
your moft dutiful Son, 

James He'rvev. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


Dear Sir , JVeJion-AFaveU, April X, 1746* 

T F you can fpare the Night Thoughts , the Bearer of 
this Ticket will bring them fafely to Wejion. I 
propofe to read them, when Bufinels is done, and 
the Day is fled; fo that the Time may correfpond 
with the Subject. 

I hope, the Bookfeller has, before this Time, 
waited on you with the little Volume, which defires 
your Acceptance. Was it to pafs through my 
Hands before it was prefented, 1 fhould almoft be 
induced to infcribe it with that pretty Line in Virgil, 

Munera parva quidem, at magnum tejlantur amtrtm . 

Pray, do you think that Paflage, Luke vi. 38. 
iumctv Tot xohirot vput, is rightly rendered by our 
Tranflators? Shall Men give into yourBofom. Is 
the Idea of Men neceflarily implied in the Original f 
Or can Fact and Experience juftify’the Tranflators 
in giving this Senfe to the Original? God, and 
Confcience, and a future State will amply recom- 
penfe the Beneficent; but whether Men, the Gene¬ 
rality of Men in this World are thus generous and 
grateful, feems to be a Point that wants Confirma¬ 
tion. This Remark was fuggeftcd in perufing the 
Place, but I fubmit it to your Judgment, and remain. 

Dear Sir, (At. 


LET - 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Dear Sir> 


'WtJlon^Favell^ Nov. 1,1746. 


'T'HIS Morning I received your Favour. The 
-*• Day lours, and threatens Rain, which debars me 
from the Pleafure of paying you my Thanks in 
Pcrfon. 

Mr. Huygens I hope to read very carefully. But, 
I believe, it will be proper to take Heed of adopt¬ 
ing into my Plan any Notions, that are difficult and 
abftrufc. I would have every Thing fo perfpicuous, 
that the dimeft Underltanding may apprehend my 
Meaning; fo obvious, that he who runs, may read. 
—Let me lay before you a little Sketch of my De- 
fign, with a Requeft, that you would alter the gene¬ 
ral Order, and make Retrenchments, or Additions 
of particular Incidents, as you lhall think moll ex¬ 
pedient. 

A contemplative Walk. — The Approach of 
Evening and gradual Extinction of Light. — The 
Advantages of Solitude.—The Stillnefs of the Uni- 
verfe.—The Coolnefs of the Atmofphcre.—Dark- 
nefs, and its Ufefulnefs to Mankind.—Sleep, and its 
beneficial Effects. — Dreams, and their Extrava¬ 
gance. — A Glow-worm glimmering. — An Owl 
Inrieking.—A Nightingale finging.—The very dif¬ 
ferent Circumftances of Mankind ; fome revelling 
and caroufing; fome agonizing and dying.—A Knell 
founding.—The Notion of Ghofts walking.—The 
Moon, withits various Appearances, and Service- 
ablenefs to our Globe—The heavenly Bodies-— 
Their Number—Size—Corn fes—Diftances—Dif- 

S many of the glorious Attributes of their Creator 
Ojne of which are fpecified—They teach nothing 
■of Redemption-—This the peculiar Prerogative of 

ReveJa- 
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Revelation—Chrift the Day-Star from on High, 
that points out, and makes clear the Way of Salva¬ 
tion. 

Thefe are fome of the Subjects which, I imagined, 
might be admitted into the Compofition of a Night- 
piece. If others occur to your Mind more pleafing, 
or more ftriking, be plcafcd to fuggeft them. 

I am glad to find by the Quotation from Mr. 
Locke, that your F.ttcem and Veneration for the 
Scriptures, are on the inerrafing Hand. May we 
be perfuaded, ever more anil more, of the incompar¬ 
able Excellency of thole lacred Volumes. This 
one Confideration, that they are the Book of God, 
is a higher Recommendation of them, than could be 
difplayed in ten thoufand panegyric Orations. For 
mv Part, I purpofe to addict myfelf with more incef- 
fant Affiduity to this delightful and divine Study. 
Away, my Homer ; I have no more Need of being 
entertained by you, fince Job and the Prophets fur- 
nifh me with Images much more magnificent, and 
Leffons infinitely more important. Away, my 
Horace ; nor Ihall I fufl'er any Lofs by your Abfence, 
while the i’weet Singer of JJ'rael tunes his Lyre, and 
chirms me with the fineft Flights of Fancy, and in- 
fpirits me with the nobleft Strains of Devotion. 
And even my prime Favourite, my Virgil , may with¬ 
draw; fince in Ifaiab I enjoy all his Majefty of Sen* 
timent, all his CorreClnefs of Judgment, all his beau¬ 
tiful Propriety of Diction, and-but I muft have 

done. The Meffenger waits, he can flay no 
longer, than barely to allow me Leifure to fubferibe 
mylelf, 

Dear Sir, &c. 


IE% 
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LETTER XXX. 

Dear DoRor , Wejhm-Favell , JVfo. 22, 1746. 

AS I cannot attend the Infirmary at Northampton 
this Day, permit me to take this Opportunity of 
acknowledging the Favour of your laft. 

The Sermon you was pleafed to lend me, I admire. 
Chrift the great Propitiation is, with me, a moft fa¬ 
vourite SubjeCt; and, I think, the Author has been 
fo happy as to treat it in a clear, nervous, pathetic 
Manner.*—I am delighted with his Reply, and rejoice 
to obferve, that it has pafled a fecond Edition. I 
hope the Antidote will operate, and fpread as wide 
as the Poifon.—This Writer has another Recom¬ 
mendation. His Concifenefs, added to Perfpicuity, 
renders his Arguments eafy to be apprehended, and 
not difficult to be remembered. — I am fo much 
charmed with his Performance, that I beg Leave to 
keep it a few Days longer; and fhould take it as a 
Favour, if, in the mean time, you would give the 
Bookfeller an Order to fend for one of the Sermons 
for me. 

I heartily applaud the Zeal you Chew for the fpi- 
ritual Welfare of the Patients. The Infirmary 
would be an ineftimable Bleffing, if, by the Grace of 
God, it might be productive of a Reformation in 
the Perfons, whom it admits and difeharges. As 
diftrefled Objects will in all Probability, refort to it, 
from all Parts of the County, a Change wrought in 
their Hearts, and a Renewal begun in their Lives, 
might be a happy Means of diftufing Religion far 
and near.—I hope theJClergy concerned in the Ma¬ 
nagement of the Infirmary will, with Delight and 
Affiduity, concur in the Profecution of fo defirable 
iift End. I can promife for one, fo far as God (hall 


6 



r 4* 3 

give him Ability.—I wifli fame proper Scheme wire 
contrived for the Execution of this Defign, in which 
I might bear fome little Part, without giving Um¬ 
brage to my Brethren, or alarming their Jealoufy.— 
I have fometimes thought of offering to give the 
Patients a kind of Ledturc or Exhortation once a 
Week, formed upon fome or other of thofe Scrip¬ 
tures, which are the (landing Memento’s of their 
Wards*. But, fometimes doubtful whether fuch a 
Propofal would meet with Acceptance, fometimes 
checked by the Infirmities of tj)y Conftitution, I 
have hitherto neglected to mention the Affair. 
However, I now venture to fubmit it to your Con- 
fideration. To this, or any other more advifeable 
Method, I fhould very readily contribute the bed of 
my Affiftance. 

“ Are you inclined, dear Sir, to-give the poor 
Creatures all the Inftruction in the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion, you are capable of?”—We take you at your 
Word ; and henceforward look upon you as an Affo- 
ciate in our great Wop:. In a Warfare of fuch un¬ 
breakable Importance, we arc glad to ftrengthen our 
b orce by the Acceffion of every Ally. Much more 
of fuch an Auxiliary, as will be regarded by the Pa¬ 
tients with an uncommon Degree of Attention and 
Pleafure. Nor can I think it any Ways inconfiftent 
with the Office of a Phyfician; or any Derogation 
from the Dignity of his Chara&er, to feel the Pulfe 
of the Soul, to examine into the Symptoms of fpiri- 
tual Maladies, to a(k exploring Qpeftions concerning 
the Habit of the Mind, and prescribe according, 
either Ipfithe purging off the peccant Humours of 
Vice, or Corroborating the relaxed Powers of 
Grace*. 

* Texts of Scripture in the Northampton, Wincbtft.tr, 
and feveral other Infirmaries, are written on the Walls, 
and confequently, are very nfeful, if ferioufly refleft- 
* 4 ,on. 

V o 1.1. L May 
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May that infinitely condefcending and compaf- 
fionate Being, who difdained not in his own facred 
Perfon, to take our Sicknefles, and bear our Infir¬ 
mities,, both direct your Counfels, and profper your 
Endeavours, in this momentous Affair. 

I purpofe to wait upon you fome Afternoon in the 
next Week, and cannot think of a more agreeable 
Topic of Converfation, than that of concerting 
Meafures for the proper Exertion of this Labour of 
Love, and encouraging each other to abound in the 
Work of the Lord. 


I am, dear Sir, &c. Zs'c* 


LETTER XXXI. 

Dear Dofiar, JVeJlon-Favdl, Nov. 29, 1746. 

TJAVING taken Cold, and got a Hoarfenefs, I 
am afraid to venture abroad ; left I fhould lofc 
my Voice, and be incapable of performing the Duty 
of the Morrow. 

If any Method is agreed upon by the Committee 
for endeavouring, in fame more efte&ual a Manner, 
to promote the fpiritual Recovery, and everlafting 
Welfare of the Infirmary Patients, I wifh you would 
be fo kind as to inform me of it, in a Letter: that if 
any Part of this generous Undertaking fhould fall to 
my Share, I may addrefs myfelf to the Profecution of 
it, with all the Ability which the divine Goodnefs {hall 
vouchfafe to communicate. Or, if there be no 
Need of my Concurrence, that I may accompany it 
with my beft Wifhcs, and, at leaft, further it with 
my Prayers. 

Who am, 


LET 
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LETTER XXXII. 

Dear Sir , tVeJlon-FaveU ; Feb. 28,1747. 

jr Have read the ingenious Gentleman’s Letter at- 
■*- tentivcly, tho’ he fays the ftrongeft Things that 
can be urged upon the Point, I ftill adhere to my 
Sentiments; and not becaufe they are mine, but the 
Scriptures, and fupportabie. I am perfuaded by a 
Variety of Texts from the Oracles of Truth.—I 
beg Leave tb wave the Profecution of the Cohtro- 
verfy. Controverfy is what I naturally diflike, and 
what I have feldom found advantageous. I know 
bis Opinion, and he has given me an Opportunity 
of declaring mine ; and I would only add, that if in 
any thing vve be otherwife minded (than is confiftent 
with the Gofpei of Grace) God (upon a diligent 
Application to his Word, and humble Prayer for the 
teaching of his Spirit) will reveal this unto us. 
Phil. iii. 15. 

I have bdetl reading Mr. Baxter's Saints Everlajl- 
ing Rejl , and admire die Copioufnefs, the Juftnefs, 
and the Devotion of his Thoughts*. How happy 
the Soul, that while reading them, can make them 
his own ! May this be always the prevailing Defire; 
and in due Time, the Heaven-voUchfafed Portion of 
the worthy Owner of the Book, and of his 

Moft affe&ionate Friend, £sfr. 

* This very comfortable and ineftimable Book (which 
well deferves to be in the Hands of every Chriftian) has 
lately been inoft judiciously abridged by the Reverend 
Mr. Fawcett; and it may now be had for Three Shil¬ 
lings, in a neat Pocket Volume: The Quarto Edition 
being very fcarce, and treble the Price. 

Lz 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Dear Sir , Wejion-Favell, Feb. 1747* 

T Have heard nothing from my Printer, during all 
-*• this Interval. What can be the Reafon of his 
long Silence, and great Negligence, I cannot ima¬ 
gine. But this Week it occurred to my Mind, that 
if he delays the Second Edition at this rate, I may 
poflibly be able to prepare the third Letter to accom¬ 
pany it. Accordingly, I have poftponed other Bu- 
finefs, and applied wholly to this Work. I have 
tranferibed fome Part of the intended Piece, and 
fend it for your Perufal. Pray be fo good as to exa¬ 
mine it narrowly, and favour me with your Remark? 
and Improvements, on a feparate Paper. There 
are, I fear, befidcs more material Faults, feveral 
Miftakcs in the Copy, owing to my Want of Lei- 
fure to review it. 1 fuppofe, the Remainder of my 
Defign, when completed, will confift of about the 
fame Number of Pages. 

If 1 live till Monday , I propofe to vifit my Patient 
at the Infirmary; and, if Company happens to be 
agreeable, will take the Pieafure of fpending an 
Hour with a certain valuable and very much efteem- 
ed Friend at Northampton. If you are not able to 
guefs the Perfon 1 mean, you fliall foon be informed, 
by, degr Sir, 


Your’s, tic. 


LET 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Dear Sir , Wejlon-Favell , April 12, 1747. 

T Have folded down a Corner of the Leaf at the 
Place where your Peruful left off. There is a 
Note or two fubjoined to the preceding Pages, which 
I wifh you would pleafe to examine. My humble 
Service to Dr. * * * *. I defire he will write his 
Remarks and Corrections on a feparate Paper. 
What think you of the following Lines for a Motto ? 

Night opes the nobleft Scenes, and fheds an Awe, 
Which gives thofe venerable Scenes full Weight, 
And deep ImpreiBon on th’ intender’d Heart. 

Night Thoughts. 

.. Si quid novijli re Hi us illis 

Candidus imperiti. 

Your Plan for forming a Chriftian Aflembly *, 
and regulating our Interviews, 1 greatly approve. 
It feems to me, to be complete. I fee nothing that 
fhould be taken from it, nor can think of any Thing 
to be added to it. 1 heartily wifh to have it carried 
into Execution, and hope it will be productive of 
confiderable Comfort and Advantage to tfc'e Mem¬ 
bers; and not to them only, but, by rendering them 
more ufcful in their relpe&ivc Stations, to many 
others. 

A Cold, and Hoarfenefs on my Voice, make me 
fomewhat fearful of coming to * * * * this.Day.—. 

I hope you have perufed the Remainder of the Manu- 
feript; and cannot but wifh, you would give the 
whole a fecond Reading. The unknown Import- 

* See Page 188. 
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ance of what we print, inclines me to urge this 
Requcft. Who can tell how long it may continue, 
and into what Hands it may come ? I almoft tremble 
at fuch a Thought, left I fhould write unadvifedly 
with my Pen; and injure, inftead of ferving the beft 
of Cauies. 

If you have put my little Piece into the Hands of 
my Arijlarchus, Dr. * * * * I mean, defire him to 
be particularly attentive to the Redundancies, and 
lop them off with a plentiful Hand. 

I fhall foan create you a fecond Talk, by tranf- 
mitting for your Correction, twenty Folio Pages of 
Remarks on the Stars, and ferious Improvements. , 

Your’s, £* fc. 

P.S. Fir bonus & prudent Verfus reprehendet inertcSy 
Culpa bit duros, incomptis allinet atrum 
'Tranfvrrfo Calamo Jignum, ambitiofa rccidet 
Ornamentu, parum darts Lucent dare cogct, 
Arguet ambigue didu/n, rnutando notabit. Hor. 

This I tranferibe, not to inform you of the Cri¬ 
tic’s Office, but only to apprize you of what I wifh, 
and what I humbly requeft. 


LETTER XXXV. 

My dear Friend , Wejlon-Favelly June 27, 1747. 

p OMING Home this Evening, I could not for- 
bear mufmg on the various Topics, which fur- 
nifhed Matter for our Difcourfp; and now I am all 
thoughtful and retired, I cannot forbear taking No¬ 
tice of fome Particulars relating to our Converfa- 
tion. To b,e filoSTin fuch a Cafe, would, I am per- 

fuaded, 
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fuaded, be more difpleafing to a Gentleman of'your 
Difcernment and Generofity, than to ufe the utmoft 
P'rccdom of Speech. 

Was it you, dear Sir, or I, that when a certain 
Paffage in Scripture happened to be mentioned, 
treated it, not indeed with a contemptuous Difdain, 
but with too ludicrous an Air? defcanted on it, in a 
fportive and frolickfome Manner, in order to create 
a little Pleafantry. If I was the Perfon that indulged 
this improper Levity, I befeech you to rebuke me, 
and feverely too. Tho’ my Defign might be inno¬ 
cent, my Conduit was apparently wrong. That 
infinitely precious and important Book, ihould be 
always held in the higheft V cncration. Whatever 
the divine Spirit vouchfafes to dictate, fhould be 
thought and fpoke of by Mortals, with Gratitude, 
Dutifulnefs, and Awe. It is the Character of a 
religious Man, that he trembles at God’s Word; and 
it is faid of the great Jehovah, that he has magnified 
his Name and his Word, above all Things, 

Who was it, dear Sir, that lent to our valuable 
Friend that vile Book, Le Scpba , and yet wrote by 
Crebillon, with an enchanting Spirit• of Elegance; 
which muft render the Mifchief palatable, and the 
Bane even delicious. I wonder, that your kind and 
benevolent Heart* could recommend Arfenic for a 
Regale. It puts me in Mind of the empoifoned 
Shirt prefented to Hercules. I am fure you did not 
think on it, or elfe you would no more have tranf- 
mitted fuch a peftilent Treatife to the Perufal of a 
Friend, than you would tranfmit to him a Packet of 
Goods from a Country depopulated by the Plague. 
If that polluting French Book Hill remains in your 
Study, let me beg of you to make it perform Qua¬ 
rantine in the Flames. 

The laft Particular relates to Attendance on the 
public Worlhip of God. Let us not neglect the 
aflembling ourielves together. This was the Advice 
L 4 of 
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of the bed and greateft Cafuift in the World; not to 
fay, the Injunction of the Maker of all Things, and 
Judge of all Men.—Would we be allured of our 
Love to God! This is one Evidence of that moft 
noble and happy Temper, “ Lord, J have loved the 
“ Habitation of thy Houle, and the Place where thy 
“ Honour dwelletn.”—Would we glorify the Lord ? 
Then Jet us appear in his Courts, fall tow on our 
Knees before his Footftool, and in this public Man¬ 
ner avow him for our God, recognize him for our 
King, and acknowledge him to be our fupreme 
Good. — Would we follow the Example of our 
devout and bleffed Mailer! Let us remember how 
it is written, “ Jefus went into the Synagogue, as 
“ his Cujlom was.” And, if we take due Care to 
get our Hearts prepared, by a little previous Medi¬ 
tation, and carneft Prayer, I dare anfwer for it, our 
Attendance will not be in vain in the Lord. God 
will, according to his Promife, meet us in his Ordi¬ 
nances; make us joyful in his Houle of Prayer; and 
we Ihall experience what, (if I remember aright) 
that brighteft Ornament of the Court of Judicature, 
Judge Hales declared, That he never fat under the 
Preaching even of the mcanefl Sermon, but he found 
forne Word of Edification, Exhortation, or Comfort. 

Dear Sir, bellow a Thought on thefe Things. If 
the Remonltranees are wrong, I willingly retradt 
them. If right , you will not pronounce me imper¬ 
tinent. Love and Friendfliip dictate what I write, 
and the only End I have in View' is the Holinefs, the 
Ufefulncfs, the Happinefs, the final Salvation of my 
much cftcemed Friend. It is for this, this only I 
have now taken my Pen in Hand, and for this I Ihall 
often bend my Knees before God, and thereby 
prpye myfelf to be, 

Dear Sir, £sV. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Dear Sir , IVeJlon-Favell, 1747. 

TV/T R. H -- delivered your Meflage. 6pon a 

repeated Pcrufal of your Rules and Orders , I 
find nothing to add, nor any Thing to alter *. I 
think it is a finely calculated Scheme, and feems 
very likely (<r»* ©«») to be productive of confidcrable 
Good. 

When the Difciples were together, after their 
Matter’s RefurreCtion, they had the Honour, the 
Comfort, and Advantage of his divine Prefenc’e. 
And why may not we, when ajfociatedon fuch a Plan t 
andconverfing with fuch Views, reafonably hope for 
the fame Blefling ? 

I {hall return all your Books by the firft Opportu¬ 
nity, only the firft Volume of the Hijlory of the Bible , 
I beg to keep a little longer. The Bible, I intend, 
for the future, to make the principal ObjeCt of my 
Study. That beautiful and important Exhortation 
{hall be my ruling Directory, o W®* r* Xfi r « ttotiallti 

n v/jliv cXyciw;. 

Perhaps, Dr. Wall will be fo obliging as to anfwer 
my Letter. And if fo, I think, it will be proper to 
defer writing to Mr. Rivington , and fending the 
Draught, till I hear the Doctor’s Sentiments.—I beg 
of you to accept the cordial Compliments, as you 
have always the beft Wilhes, and frequently the 
earneft Prayers of. 

Dear Sir, your’s, £?V. 

* See Page 184, and Page 32 of the Life< 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Dear Sir, Wefon-Favcll , July 18,1747- 

T Defire you to accept my Thanks for the Variety 
■* of beautiful Lines, which you fent me, to chufe a 
Motto from. They are all elegant, but not fuffi- 
ciently expreffive of the Defign of the Piece. There-. 
fore, 1 imagined the following Quotation float Dr. 
Toung % fomewhat more fuitable; 

Night is fair Virtue’s immemorial Friend; 

The confcious Moon, thro’ ev’ry diliant Age, 

Has held a Lamp to Wifdom. 

You advifed me to add a fort of Note to the Paflagc 
objedted to by Mr. *• ***, relating to the Spark's 
being vifible*. In purfuance of your Direction, I 
fubjoined the following. 

“ I beg Leave to inform the young Gentleman, 
“ whofe Name dignifies my Dedication; that this 
“ was a Remark of" his worthy Father, when we 
“ rode together, and converfed in a duiky Evening. 
u I mention this Circumftancc, partly to fecure the 
fC Paragraph from Contempt, partly to give him and 
“ the World an Idea of that eminently feriousTafte, 
“ which diftinguilhed my worthy .Friend. The 
“ lefs obvious the Refledtion, the more clearly it dif- 
“ covers a Turn of Mind remarkably fpi ritual, which 
“ would fuffer nothing to efcape without yielding 
“ fome fpiritual Improvement. And the meaner 
“ the Incident, the more admirable was that Ferti- 
“ lity of Imagination, which could deduce the 
“ nobleft Truths from the moll trivial Occur- 
V rences?” 

, * See Heruej’s Meditations, Vol. II. Page 33. 

Will 
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Will not this be looked upon as a fly underhand 
Artifice, whereby the Author extols himfelf ? 

Does the famous Dutch Philofopher, Nicuwcntyt 

I I think is his Name) treat of the heavenly Bodies? 
f he does, be fo good, in cafe he dwells in your 
Study, to fend him on a Week’s Vifit to me. 
Dr. Watts'% Treatifc on Ajlronomy , I fhould be glad 
to perufe. 

The Hymn to the Moon , whoever is meant by 
Scriblerus decimus Maximus , is very poetical. I 
durft not venture to add what is wanting to render 
it a complete Addrefs, left it fhould become like the 
vifionary Image, whole Head was of Gold, his Feet 
of Iron and Clay. 

My tranfient Remarks on Dr. Rymer's Reprefen - 
tat ion of Revealed Religion , are loft. I muft defire 
Leave to poftpone my Obfervation on the other 
Books. 

I am, dear Sir, £ 5 V, 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

Dear Sir , JVeJlon- Fa veil, Aug. 8, 1747. 

AFTER my Thanks for what pafled in Yefter- 
day’s Interview, give me Leave to add my Ac¬ 
knowledgments for the Perufal of your Poem, 
entitled. The Deity*. It is a noble Piece, quite 
poetical, truly evangelical, and admirably fitted to 
alarm and comfort the Heart, to delight and improve 
the Reader. I muft defire to read it again. 

I vifited the poor condemned Malefactor, found 
him an ignorant Perfon;' aimed chiefly at thefe 
two grand Points, to convince him of the Heinouf- 


nefs 


* Wrote by Mr. Boyfe. See Vol. II. 
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nefs of his Sin, and £hew him the All-fuificicncy of 
the Saviour, to obtain Pardon even for the very vileft 
of QiFenders. To preach and teach Jefus Chrift is 
our Office; to make the Doctrine effectual God’s 
great Prerogative. Nothing rnbre occurs, but 
that, 

I am, £sfr. 


LETTER XXXIX. 

Dear Sir, JVcJlon-Favell, Aug. 22, 1747. 

VjAVJNG read Dr. Middleton's introductory 
^ Difcourfe, I hardly know what to think of his 
bold Ailertion, “ that all the Miracles fuppofed to be 
“ wrought after the Apcjlolic Age, are abfurd and 
“ fictitious." I muft fufpend my Opinion con¬ 
cerning this Point, till I find it either confirmed by 
the Silenre, or confuted by the Arguments, of the 
Advocates for Ecciefiaftical Antiquity. In the 
main, I approve of his Defign, which is to fettle the 
Proofs of our holy Religion on the Bafis of the in- 
fpired Writings, and to deduce its Doctrines from 
the fame facred Sourco. The Scriptures, as our 
Friend H — beautifully expreffes himfelf, are “ the 
“ Armoury of God, from whence we may draw 
“ Weapons of a divine Temper, wherewith to en- 
“ gage all that oppofe the Truth, or hold the fame 
“ in Unrighteoufnefs.” 

Does not this ingenious Writer bear a little too 
hard upon the religious Character, and exemplary 
Behaviour, of the Primitive Fathers? I cannot but 
think, they had, at leaft in this RefpeCt, a very evi¬ 
dent Superiority over molt of their Succefiors. —• 
How flowing, perfpicuous, and elegant is the 
DoCtors Style ; and how fliff, obfeure, and bombaft 

the 
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the Language of the Archdeacon? I dare fay, yea 
could not forbear foiling at his,—blazing out mol 
faftidious Hypercritics; reproaching (not virulently, 
but) tartly; lafhing (not ieverely, but) fupercilioufly ; 
and penetrating the very Vitals of the dead Lan¬ 
guages. 

If your Matho is not lent out of Town, I wifh 
you would be fo good as to fend for.it, and favour 
me with a. Sight of it by the Bearer. The Reafon 
of my requeuing this, is, that Mr. Rivingtoti informs 
me by my Brother, if he has not the laft Piece by the 
Middle of ne*t Week, his Prefs mull Hand ftill. 
And methinks, I would gladly perufe that Volume 
of Matho , which relates to my Subjcdt, before 1 
fuffer my laft Effay to depart.—When can you 
afford me your Converfation for an Hour or two, 
in order to examine Mr. * * *’s Remarks, and be- 
ftow the finifhing Touches on the Piece? Shall I 
wait upon you on Monday Morning early ?—When 
this Bufinefs is difpatched, your Book, and my 
Thanks, fhall be returned together. 


Your’s, fcV. 


LETTER XL. 


Dear Sir , Wejlon-Favell , Qcloh. 31, 1747. 

V\^ITH Thanks, I return Colonel Gardiner’s 
** Life. Dr. Doddridge , the worthy Author has 
prefented me with a Copy, which, I hope, will ferve 
to humble and animate me) fo long as I live. 


Abernethy on the Divine Attributes , 
reftore. In the mean time, fhall I be| 
of borrowing Pliny’s Natural Hijloryf 


ill foon 
avour 


You 
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You remember, who is to call upon you (Deo 
Volente) on Monday Morning. I muft devote the 
greateft Part of this Day to prepare my tranflatory 
Quota of Dickfon 's Therapeutica Sacra. — The 
Thoughts of our little Society brings to my Mind a 
pleafing Circumftanc<$ which I observed, when we 
were at our laft Interview. My very valuable 

Friend Dr. S - r .. told a Story, in which he had 

Occafion to refer to fome profane and execrable 
Language. Inftead of defiling his Lips with a Re¬ 
petition of the hellifh Jargon, he was fo truly dif- 
creet, as only to mention it under the general Title 
of Horrid Oaths. A Delicacy this, which I thought 
highly becoming both the Chriftian and the Gentle¬ 
man.—I have fometimes took the Freedom, to ob- 
ferve, in the moft refpeitful Manner, upon fome 
little Inadvertencies in my worthy Friend’s Con¬ 
duit ; But now it is with the higheft Pleafure that I 
congratulate him, upon a moft amiable Piece of re¬ 
ligious Decorum, introduced into his Difcourfe. 


I am, 


LETTER XLI. 

Dear Sir> Wejion-Favell , Dec. 2,1747. 

'T’HE Surprize which your Letter gives me, is in- 
1 expreffible, aiid the Grief equal. I will haften^ 
as foon as poffible, to my worthy and afflidted Friend; 
O! that I could bring,with me fome healing Balm 
for his wounded Heart! It would be no fmall Alle- 
vation of my own Sorrows, if I might be inftru- 
ntent^t<ynakc hi&lefs. , 

, I ^TOipb»injA*Ji 4 cfIenger no longer, and I hope 
I /hall notftayvfeng before I fet out myfelf. It is 

owing 
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owing wholly to an Accident, that I do not accom¬ 
pany the Bearer, with a View, and a Hope of ad- 
miniftring fome Confolation to poor Dr. S * * *, 
under this fudden and irreparable Lofs of fo accom- 
plifhed a Wife, of fo excellent a Mother to his very 
amiable Children. 


I am, dear Sir, £sfr. &c. 


LETTER XLII. 

Dear and worthy Sir, . Northamp. Dec. 5,1747* 

Vr OU will wonder to fee a Name which you have 
but lately known, at the Bottom of this Paper* 
But how,—oh! how will you be furprized ? how 
grieved ? to read the Occaiion.—It is fo affii&ing, 
almoft fo infupportable to our valuable Friend, that' 
he is unable to give you tb^Narrativc; therefore, 
has committed the Office ( tr.'intflerium !) to ply 
Pen.—And muft 1 tell you ? am you bear to hear iff 
—Mrs. Stonhoufe is dead 5 that amiable 
lent Lady is dead. — She was fafely delivered of a 
Daughter, the very Day on which the Doctor wrote 
to you laft:—Little did he imagine, poor Man! that 
the Death of his much-loved Wife was then fp 
near:—She was as well as could be expected of 
wifhed on ■Sunday Morning, and departed this Life 
on 'Tuefday Evening. 

In the Forenoon on Sunday , the Doctor went out 
to vifithis Patients; and in the Evening on his Re¬ 
turn, he perceived, to his -*eat Surprize, that Mrs. 
S * * * had been feized with a Fever, during his 
Abfence, attended with fome alarming, and^as he 
apprehended, fatal Symptoms:—He defired Dr. 
K * * * of this Town to fee her, who gave fome 
3 Fncou- 
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Eftfcouragement; but, as this was not fatisfa&ory to 
Dr. S * * *, he immediately difpatchcd a Meilenger 
to another Phyfician at a confiderable Diftance (one 
Dr. * * * of * * *) who came with all the Expe¬ 
dition that the Rigour of the Seafon would permit; 
for the Snow was deeper than it had ever been 
known, perhaps, in the Memory of Man, and the 
Weather moft terrible indeed; the Cold piercingly 
fcvere, and the Roads dreadfully dangerous.—The 
Moment this fagacious Practitioner beheld her, he 
confirmed Dr. S—'s firlt Sentiments, that the 
Cafe was. irrecoverable; and added, that the great 
Change was at the very Door, and would probably 
take place in lefs than twenty-four Hours; which 
came to pals accordingly. 

Your own tender and fenfible Heart will naturally 
conclude Dr. ■■■ — is fo oppreffed with Sorrow, 
as not to be capable, at prefent, of anfwering his 
moft valued Correfpondents; 

Cura leves logttyntur 5 Ingentes Jlupent: 

But he intends, when" Tim? has fomewhat alleviated 
his Grief, and Religion has more reconciled him to 
the awful Difpenfation, to make a particular Reply 
to the whole of your epiftolary Favour. You 
will, I do not queftion, recommend our diftrefled 
Friend to the Father of Mercies, and the God of 
all Comfort. May we all lay this , awakening 
Stroke of Providence to Heart, and give all Dili¬ 
gence to have our Sins pardoned through redeeming 
Blood, our Souls renewed by fanCtifying Grace; that 
whether we live we may live unto the Lord; or 
whether we die, we pay die unto the Lord; fo that 
living or dying we may be the Lord’s. 

The fe'cond Edition of my Meditations , with the 
Addition of another Volume, is at laft publifhed. 

I have 
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I have given Direftions to my Bookfeller, to fend 
you a Copy; and beg of you to accept it, as a fmall, 
but the mnft fpeaking and eloquent Expreffion, I am 
able to form of that great, that growing Efteem I have 
conceived for Dr. Swan, ever fince our firft Interview 
at IVefton. Be pleafcd, dear Sir, to read it with the 
utmoft, or rather with your own Candour, and i'ome- 
times dart up a fhort Petition for the Author, that 
whatever is the Fate of his Book, himfelf may live 
over his Writings, and be, what he defcribes. 

I am, fcV. 

L E TTER XLIII. 

Dear Sir, JVeJltn-Favell , Dec. 12,1747. 

np HIS, I hope, will find you perfectly recovered 
from your Indjfpofition, and thoroughly recon¬ 
ciled to God’s holy Will. Afflictions, when fanc- 
tifie^, are real Bleffings; they work Humility, and 
wean from the World j they teach us to pour out, 
not our Words only, but our very Souls, before God 
in Prayer; and create an ardent Defire after that 
Inheritance in. Heaven, which is incorruptible and 
immortal, after thofe Manfions of Peace, where 
Sorrow and fighing flee away. May this be the 
Effedt of that awful Stroke, which has made fo de¬ 
plorable a Breach on my Friend’s domeftic Com¬ 
fort ! * 

Next Week Abernetby oh the divine Attributes 
will return to your Study; and I only with, that he 
might bring.with him a little more of the everlafting 
• ana glorious Golpel. With my Compliments to 
Mrs. * * * 

I am, Site. 


Vo L. I. 


M 


LET, 
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LETTER XLIV. 

My dear Friend , Wejion-Favtll\ 'Jan. 12,1748. 

r OTH to make your Servant ftay, and loth to 
trefpafs too much upon the Patience of our 
Family, who wait for me, I write in the utmoft 
Hurry.—After fo great an Opinion as that of the 
judicious Dr. * * *, I hardly dare venture to deliver 
my Sentiments. Yet I muff confefs myfclf ftrongly 
inclined to prefer your intended Motto. 

Is it a V ulgarifm ? Rather the Simplicity of the 
Gofpel; accommodated to the loweft Capacity, 
fuited to ftrike ordinary Readers; who are the Per- 
fons moft likely to be imprefled. Or, if it is a 
Vulgarifm, let this be for the Illiterate, the Poetry 
for the Polite. 

Is it Puritanical? Be not afhamed of the Name. 
They (the Puritans) were the foundeft Preachers, 
and I believe the trueft Followers of Jefus Chrift. 
If fuch an Imputation is a Bugbear, we (hall not 
aft like gallant Soldiers of Chrift. Is it not the 
moft important Truth in the whole Book of God? 
The fureft, eafieft, moft compendious Means of 
overcoming the Dread of Death ? If fo,—I need not 
make the Conclufion. 

Will Ccnfure enfue ? Dear Sir, dread it not. Be 
bold for once to defpife Ridicule. Or rather, it it 
muft needs fall upon you, 1 to glory in this :—Dedecus 
baud indecorum. 

Pardon my Freedom. Only juft .think on my 
Rcafons. Rejeft them, and welcome. I {hall be 
glad to be over-ruled for the better. 

Your’s, tsfr. 


LET. 
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LETTER XLV. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Feb*, 4,1748. 

T Sincerely thank you for taking the Trouble of 
correcting my Marks for Italics.—I am glad you 
did not erale Mrs. *’s Name. I allure you, 
DoCtor, I {hall always efteem it a real Honour to be 
reckoned in the Number of your Friends; and {hall 
look upon it, as one of the Satisfactions accruing 
from my Book, that it tells it, in fo pertinent a 
manner, to the World, tho’, with Regard to your 
truly amiable deceafed Lady, I fear, it will be an 
Inftance of the Arrogance of my Heart, and a Re¬ 
proach upon the Impotence of my Pen, or elfe I 
would fay, 

- Si quid mea Scriptula pojfunt , 

Nulla Dies unquam manors Ilium eximet Mvs. 

Your's, £sY. 


LETTER XLVI. 


Dear Sir, Wejhm-Favtll, March, 1748. 

TAM very much obliged for the Prefent of vour 
Franks; they .could never be more wanted, cr 
more welcome.-—tf you have not fo much as you 
wifh, to relieve the Neceffities of the Poor, diftri- 
bute from my Stock. I am cloyftered up in my 
Chamber, and unacquainted with the Diftrefles of 
my Brethren. Lend me therefore your Eye to dif- 
cover proper Objects, and your Hand to deal about 
M2 my 
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my little Fund for Charity. Do not forbid me to 
fend a Guinea, in my.next, for this:Purpofe; do not 
deny me the Pleafure of becoming, through your 
Means, an Inftrument of fome little Comfort to my 
affli&ed Fellow-Creatures; and (what is a for more 
endearing Confideration) to the Friends, the Bre¬ 
thren, the Members of him who died for my Sins. 
If you have any other Friend, to whofe Tafte it may 
be agreeable, and in whofe Hands ufeful, I will im- 
power you to make the Prefent.—Herewith comes 
the Defcant on Creation enlarged. I hope, you will 
be able to read it, and not a little to improve it. 
Can you engage Dr. D —to run it over? To 
grant —Pojlremum hoc Manus . 

I muft write it over again, fo fear not to erafe 
and blot. I have not feen, where or how I can 
handfomely introduce that fine Quotation from Mr. 
Dyer 's Ruins of Rome f; but will fttll confider it be- 
caufe you defire it. 

I am', dear Sir, 
Your’s, &V. 


LETTER XLVII. 

April, 1748. 

•pY, fy upon you, dear Doflor,—I had been en- 
deavouring all the Day long to fix my Admira¬ 
tion on that moft exalted, that moft amiaole Being, 
who, thougli poflefled of Excellencies which the 
very Angels contemplate with Rapture and Adora¬ 
tion, yet humbled himfelf to Death, the Death of 
the Crofs for my Friend and me. When your 

'• This elegant Poem is now reprinted in Dodjlt/s. 
Colle&ion of Poems, Voh 1 . Page 226. 

Pr.aifes, 
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Praifes, kind indeed, but alas! pcrnicioufly kind, 
fetched my Thoughts from their proper Element, 
and proper Object, to grovel on a Creature, and 
that the meaneft of Creatures, Self. I could wiflx 
myfelf, on fuch Occafions, “ like the deaf Adder, 
“ which jioppeth her Ears , and refufeth ti heat the 
“ Voice of the Charmer , charm he never fo fweetly." 
Praife is moft inchanting Mufick to the human 
Ear; {hall I rather fay, moft delicious Poifon to the 
human Tafte. From Strangers, or complimentary 
Correfpondents, we muft expedt a Touch upon this 
String, a fprinkling of this Spice. But among 
Friends, Bofom-Friends, Chriftian Friends, it muft 
not be fo.-—You and I, dear Sir, will teach one ano¬ 
ther’s Hearts to rife in Wonder, and glow with 
Love, at the Confideration of that ever blelfed So¬ 
vereign, who is higher than the Kings of the Earth, 
higher than the Potentates of Heaven, and yet lay 
in Darknefs and the Shadow of Death; that, he 
might make us the Children of God, and CX^It/us 
to everlafting Life.—Pardon my Excurfions ot) this 
Subject.—A Letter from my b ather is enough to 
caft Contempt upon created Things. It informs 
me, that my poor Sifter is reduced very low; fo low*, 
that my Father cannot hear her fpeak. He fcems 
to look upon her Life to be in very great Danger. 
May the Father of Compailions reftore her Health 1 ; 
that (he may live to the Honour of her dying Maftei, 
and be a Comfort to her afflided Parents!—Glad.'I 
am, that my dear Friend can relifh the Writings of 
that {hining and burning Light, Mr. # **. Our 
Difefteem of fuch Gofpel Dodrines, as he teacher, 
generally arifes from Ignorance of ourfehes . There¬ 
fore I heartily join with the Grecian Sage, in faying, 
£ Calo defeendit yw(h ciavlon f. 

I am, affedionatelyYour’s, (Ac. 

* The Englijh of the Greet Words is. Know thy/elf. 
—A Maxim, which defeended from HeaVita. 

M 3 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

Dear Sir , Wejion-Favell , 1 May 26,1748. 

T Have given Directions to my Bookfeller to pre- 

fcnt vou with the new Edition of my Meditations ; 
which I defire you to accept, and to look upon as a 
fmall but unfeigned Expreffion of my moft affectio¬ 
nate Efteem. The Pieafure of your Company I 
cannot expe& often to enjoy; let me, therefore, 
dear.. Sir, by means of my little Treatife, converfe 
with you now and then, as it were by Proxy; with 
a View of familiarizing to our Minds thofe fublime 
Subjects, which will be the Study and the Delight 
of a glorious Eternity. 

Another Sett I have fent for Mr. * * *; which I 
beg of you to render acceptable, by prefenting. That 
worthy Minifter ffands entitled, to my grateful Ac¬ 
knowledgments, for his judicious and excellent 
Letter. How much I was pleafed with it, and how 
free I have made with it, he ^iil fee from the Motto, 
prefixed to the Winter-Piece. His candid and 
weighty Obfervations, have induced me to alter the 
exceptionable Paffag* in the Book*; and will, I 
Hope, incite me to cultivate in my Heaft that ami¬ 
able Spirit of Charity, which hopeth all Things. 

Wfiat I accidentally hinted to Dr. * * *, who 
•favoured me with a Sight of Mrs. * * *’s, Letter, 
I never imagined, would have been communicated 
to her, or any Perfon living. Had I fufpeCjcd any 
fuch Confequence, I fhould certainly have Withheld 
my Pen, and concealed what I might happen to 
think, Becaufe, I neither reiifh Controversy; nor 

, * See Meditations and Contemflations, Vol. I. Page 
176, 4th edition. 
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have Strength of Mind, or Solidity of Judgment, 
.fuificient to conduft the Procedure of an Argument. 
All my Aim, all my Defire, is to quicken in my own 
Heart the Seeds of practical Faith, and vital Holi- 
nefs. If to this, I might be enabled to cheriflkthe 
fame facred Principles, in the Hearts of fome of my 
ferious and humble Acquaintance, I (hould wim 
for no other Fruit of my Labours.—However, as 
Mrs. * * *’s Obje&ions are advanced, and are now 
before me, it would be a Failure of Refpe£t to her, 
and a Dcfertion of my divine Matter’s Honour, if I 
did not attempt, at leaft, to fatisfy her Scruples, and 
vindicate his Conduft. I ttiall, therefore, with all 
Freedom, but with ftncere good Will, tranfmit my 
Sentiments on every Article of her Letter. 

And firft,—with Regard to the little Afliftance, 
which I have contributed, and which Mrs. * * * 
thinks worthy of her Acknowledgments; I beg of 
her to obferve, that it is o.wing, wholly owing, to 
her adored Redeemer. To him, to him alone, flic 
is obliged (if there be an Obligation in the Cafe) for 
this friendly Donation. He has been pleafed to 
command this Inftance of my Gratitude, for his 
unfpeakably tender Mercies to my Soul. He has 
been pleafed to declare, that he will look upon fuch 
a Piece of Kindnefs as done to his own moft blef- 
fed Self. This makes me, this makes all Believers, 
glad to embrace every fuch Occafion, of (hewing 
our Thankful aefs to our infinitely condefcending, 
gracious Lord.—The Adlion, which Mrs. * * *’s 
grateful Pen calls generous, does not arife, as (he 
expreffes it, from any innate Noblenefs of Mind. 

I remember the Time, when this Heart was hard as 
the Flint, and thefe Hands tenacious even to Ava¬ 
rice. But, it is Jefus the quickening Spirit, and the 
Lover of Souls, who has made your Friend to differ 
from his natural Self. If the flinty Bowels are 
melted into Compaffion, they are melted by a be- 
M 4 lieving 
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Believing Confederation of his molt precious Blood. 
If the avaricious Hands are opened, and made ready 
to diflribute, willing to communicate, they are made 
fo bv the free Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Thdffefore not unio me, not unto me, but unto the 
great and good Redeemer , are all the Returns of 
Gratitude due. 

“ It is utterly inconfiftent, fays Mrs. * * *, with 
“ my Way of thinking, that the Son of God fhould 
“ be prefent at a Wedding at all.”—But why fhould 
It he thought utterly ; why, in any Degree, incon- 
liflent with his Dignity or Wifdom, to be prefent at 
the Solemnization of an Ordinance, which he him- 
felf inftituted; inftituted in the State of Innocency 
itfelf; inftituted, for promoting the Happinefs of 
our Nature, and for perpetuating, with Regularity 
and Purity, its very F.xiftence?—If our Lord opened 
His Coinmiffion, and fhewed his divine Credentials 
at a bridal Feftivity, it was, in my humble Opinion, 
with a very peculiar Propriety. Becaufc, it was a 
fignificant Intimation of the benign and amiable Ge¬ 
nius of his Religion; that he came, not in the 
auftere and reclufe Spirit of the Baptift; came not to 
forbid, but to fanctify, the lawful and truly valuable 
Comforts of our prefent Being.—If Mrs.*** pleafes 
to confult the Office of Matrimony, as it is cele¬ 
brated by our Church, fhe will find a fubftantial 
Reafon affigned, for our Saviour’s gracing this So¬ 
lemnity with his Prefence, and working, his firft 
Miracle on this Occafion. And the more atten¬ 
tively fhe reads the Scriptures, fhe will find, in va¬ 
rious Places, how the Son of God delights to ho¬ 
nour this' facred Inftitution : fince he calls himfelf the 
Bridegroom of true Believers; and declares, that he 
will Betroth them to himfelf in Righteoufnefs; fince 
he fbadows forth their fpiritual Union with his blefled 
Self, by that moft endearing, moft indifToluble of 
Tyes, the nuptial; and figures «ut the Satisfaction 

refult- 
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rcfulting from his Gofpel, and even the fublimc 
Enjoyments of his heavenly Kingdom, by a Mar- 
riage-Feaft. When thefe Things "are taken into 
Confideration, I hope, it will appear, that our holy 
Redeemer afted entirely in Character, and con¬ 
formably to the whole Tenour of his. Revelation, by 
ennobling, by bleffing, the matrimonial Feltival with 
his Prefence. 

But, “ Such a Sort of Feaft is in general a Scene 
of Revelling.”—It is, I muft acknowledge, top fre¬ 
quently fo in our Nation, and in our Age. But 
was it alfo a Scene of Revelling, oftenfive to IV^o- 
defty, or contrary to Sobriety, in earlier Times, 
and among the jcwijb People ? There feetns to be 
a Hint in this very Narrative, that they were parti¬ 
cularly careful to prevent 3II manner of Indecency, 
or diuolute Indulgence. For this Reafon they ap¬ 
pointed a Governor of the Feaft; a principal Part of* 
whofe Office was, to fee that no Irregularities were 
committed ; but that all was conducted with Deco¬ 
rum, as well as QEconomv.—Befides, if Jlme of thofe 
Feftivities are perverted, will it follow, that all are' 
abufed ? Might not there be fomc ferious Sett of. 
Neighbours,ywho knew how to be merry after a 
godly Sort, and fulfil the old Aicfaical Rule of Re¬ 
joicing before the Lord their God ? I myfelf have 
been prefent at the Celebration of a W'edding, be¬ 
tween Chriiiian Parties, and among Chriftian 
Friends; where heavenly Convcrfation, and joyful 
Thankfgiving to the adorable Author of all our 
Comforts, made the chief and the choiceft Part of 
our Entertainment.—And is there not very evident 
Caufe to fiippofe, that the Nuptials in Queftion were, 
confummated between Perfons of fuch a Character f 
The holy Jefus, his devout Mother, apd feiious 
Difciples, would fcarcely have been invited, or would 
hardly have accepted the Invitation, if it was an ir¬ 
religious Couple, or a wanton Aflembly of Guefts. 
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But, “ Tn fuch a mixed Multitude, it is hardly 
“ fuppofeable, that all fhould be ferious in their Dil- 
* l poiitions, or innocent in their Convention.”— 
Would not then the Prefence of fo venerable and 
divine a Perfon ftrike an Awe upon the moft loofe 
Inclination ? Could not his eternal Power and God¬ 
head controul the moft abandoned Temper, and 
ungovernable Tongue? He that intimidated the fa- 
crilegious Rabble, when they profaned the Temple, 
and drove them before his Angle Scourge: He that 
{truck proftrate to the Ground a whole Band of 
armed Men, only with his Word : He who had all 
Hearts in his Hand, and could turn them whitherfo- 
ever he pleafed:—He would, doubtlefs, prohibit, at 
this Juncture, whatever might carry the Appearance 
of an immodeft or intemperate Freedom. So that 
Mrs. * * * need not queftion, but that, if any of 
the Company was diffolutely difpofed, the Authority 
of our Lord’s Character, and much more the Agency 
pf his Spirit on their Minds, did moft effectually re- 
ftrain all Licentioufnefs. 

“ One would think, it is farther obferved, he 
“ might have improved fome Occurrence or other, 
“ to their Information and Advantage.”—That this 
was not done, is taken for granted. I fuppofe, be- 
caufe the Evangelift does not exprefly record it. 
But is this a fair Deduction, or a fatisfaCtory Reafon ? 
Are there not many mighty Works, which Jefus 
performed, many edifying Conferences which Jefus 
held, profeffedly omitted by the infpired Penman?— 
Was not our Lord’s Tongue a Fountain of Wif- 
dom, ever flowing; and a Well of Life, never cx- 
haufted ? When did that good Shepherd let flip an 
Opportunity of feeding the Flock? He went to 
Feafts, in the fame Spirit, and for the fame Purpofe, 
as he came into the World; to turn poor Mankind 
ftom Darknefs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God. The Sun might as well forbear 

Ihining, 
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{tuning, as this Sun of Righteoufnefs negle&fo dif- 
fufe healing Rays, and heavenly Knowledge all 
around.—God’s great Defign, in fending his Son into 
the World, was. That ignorant and finful Men 
might be reclaimed from the Error of their Ways, 
and be made wife unto Salvation. And our Saviour 
folemnly declares, that “ be always did the Will of 
“ him, that fent him." If therefore this Declaration 
be true, and if our Lord’s Conduct was uniform, we 
cannot but conclude, that at Cana, as well as 
throughout all Galilee, his Mouth was excrcifed in 
Wifdom, and his Tongue talking of Judgment. 
That the Words, which dropped from his gracious, 
his inftrudtive Lips, were much Tweeter than the 
richeft Dainties which the Table yielded; much 
more reviving than even that generous Wine, pro¬ 
duced by a Miracle, which his divine Power, on 
this diftinguilhed Occ;.lion,wrought.—This reminds 
me of another Objection, couched in the following 
Words. 

“ It is harder yet to reconcile his Behaviour 
“ when there—to increaie the Wine, when the 
** Guefts had well drunk, could tend to no other 
“ End, than to promote and encourage Intcmpc- 
“ ranee.”<—Perhaps, Mrs. * * * does not fuifici- 
ently attend to the Narration of the Evangelift. I 
do not find it aflerted, that thefe Guefis had well 
drunk. TheExprdfion is ufed, but applied to other 
Perfons, and the Cuftom ufual at other Ceremonies 
of this Nature. I once was acquainted with a wor¬ 
thy Gentleman, who frequently invited to his Table 
the young Perfons of his Neighbourhood ; and would 
take a Pleafure in cultivating, by his Difcourfe, the 
Principles of Sobriety, Induftry, and Piety, in their 
Minds. Now, in Cafe he had faid, after Supper 
was removed, “ I know very well, my honeft 
Neighbours, it is cuftomar.y with fome Perfons of 
Fortune, to pleafe and to pride themfelves in mak- 
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ing their Vifitants drunk. They pulh the Glafs 
Ijnfldy found, and prefs one Bumper upon another, 
till they fend their Guefts ftaggering to Bed.” But 
—Now would any one infer, from fuch a Remark 
on the Practice of others, that this was alio the 
Practice at my Friend’s Houfe ? To form any Con- 
clufion, injurious to the Sobriety of thofe Guefts, 
feems to be much the fame illogical and unreafonable 
arguing.—But, fuppofing the Expreffion applied to 
the Guefts then prefent; what is its Signification? 
The original Word fometimes fignifies no more 
than to drink with fo moderate an Indulgence, as in¬ 
nocently to exhilarate the Spirits. It is ufed con¬ 
cerning Jofeph’s Brethren, when they were treated in 
his Palace, and had Portions lent from his Tahle, 
Gen. xliii. 34. Now, can any one, who is at all 
acquainted with the Character of that exemplary 
Patriarch, imagine that he would permit his Bre¬ 
thren, in his own Prefence, to tranfgrefs the Rules 
of Temperance j much lefs can any one, who really 
believes in Jefus, and ferioufly confiders theDefign 
of his coming into the World, allow himfelf to fuf- 
peeft, that he would furnifh frelh Wine for thofe, 
who (in the obnoxious Senfe of the Word) had well 
drank already ? Could he, who is our Saiuftification, 
the Lord our Purifier, adminifter to our inordinate 
Gratifications ? 

“ Yes, fays Mrs. * * *, becaufe this Incrcafe of 
“ the Wine could tend to no other Knd, than to 
“ promote and encourage Intemperance.”—Mrs. 
* * * poflibly forgets, that the Jewijh Feftivals were 
prolonged for fevcral Days; that a frelh Succeflion 
of Guefts might be expend; that very probably, a 
much greater Refort of Company, than was pro¬ 
vided for, might he occafioned by our Lord’s illuf- 
trious Prefence : that the miraculous Supply might 
be intended for their Accommodation; or, that it 
might not be all fpent on that Occafion, but referv- 
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ed for the future Accommodation of that married 
Couple*. We read ‘John xxi. that the Difciples 
took, at one Caft, a vaft Multitude of great Fifties. 
But did they eat them all immediately? Then they 
would have been Gluttons indeed. They ufed for 
themfelves what was necefiary to fatisfy their Hunger, 
and fold the Remainder, to procure a Livelihood. 
And why fhould we not conclude, that the Bride¬ 
groom alfo, after a chearful, but temperate Refrefh- 
ment of his Vifitants, preferved the Remainder of 
that Wine for future Exigencies. This I take to 
be the Cafe; and that our divine Malter, by this 
Means, rewarded him for his Hofpitality to himfelf 
and his Followers. At the fame Time, giving a 
rnoft confpicuous Proof, that, as he and his Difci¬ 
ples were henceforth to have neither Store-houfe, 
nor Barn, but to fubfift on the Charity of others, 
none fhould be Lo'fers by entertaining him and his 
Friends : that every fuch Kindnefs fhould meet with 
a full Rccompence of Reward. 

“ I muft not omit the rough Anfwer which he 
“ makes to his Mother upon this Occafion; which, 
“ I think, ftands in Need of an Excufe, though we 
“ find none in the Evangelift for if.”—I do not 
wonder, that Mrs. * * * is (omewhat offended at this 
Expreflion. She is a Lady of refined Tafte, and 
delicate Addrefs; and as fhe is not acquainted with 
the original Language, nor aware how- the Phrafe 
founded in Oriental Ears, her Remark is not to be 
looked upon as a cenforious Reflection, but as a 
Proof of the Politencfs of her own Sentiments. 

* Many Commentators are of Opinion, that the 
Water was not turned into Wine in the Water-pots, 
but as it ran into the Cup, and the Liquor in the Wa¬ 
ter-pots remained Water Itill ; if fo, which Interpreta¬ 
tion, without the lead Force, the Text will very well 
bear, the Lady’s Objection will appear to have iefs 
Strength yet. 
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However, when the has an Opportunity of confut¬ 
ing the ancient Writers, fhe will find, that their 
Language had lefs of Compliment, and more of 
Sincerity, than ours. It was fo plain and artlefs, 
that Perfons of the beft Breeding have addrefled 
Ladies of the higheft Quality by this very Name; 
and without intending any Slight, or giving the leaft 
Affront.—She may remember, that the eleven Bre¬ 
thren, when pleading before the Governor of Egypt , 
pleading for their Liberties, or even their very Lives; 
when, if ever, their Expreflions would be moft care¬ 
fully guarded, and full of the utraoft Reverence, yet 
ufe this (to modern Ears) uncourtly Style, The Man ; 
meaning the Viceroy himfelf, Gen. xliv. 26 ■ —Surely, 
Mrs. * * * cannot forget, that our Lord, in his laft 
Moments, calls his Mother by the very fame Appel— 
lation. Much lefs can fhe fufpedt, that he could be 
wanting in Refpe£l and Tendernefs, when his Con¬ 
cern for the Parent of his Flefh triumphed over the 
Agonies of the Crofs. 

Perhaps, the. Subftnnce of the Reply may be 
thought fomewhat unkind. I believe, it fhould be 
tranflated, “ IVoman, what haji thou to do with me?” 
that is , in fuch Inftnnces as this ; wherein my Deity 
is concerned, and an fnterpofition of my Omnipo¬ 
tence is requifitc. 1 would have thee to know, once 
for all, that, in Affairs of this Nature, thou haft no 
Authority over me, neither does it become thee 
to diredt me. — She was overforward; fhe 
took much upon her; and the Anfwer was intended 
for a plain and ferious Rebuke. Accordingly, the 
humble Mother, like one fenfible of her MifcondudI, 
acquiefces with filent Submiffion; and never offers 
(throughout the whole Courfe of the Hiftory) to 
interfere in fuch a Manner any more; but leaves it 
to his Wifdom to determine, both when his divine 
Power fhould be exerted, and what it fhould cfFedh 

** I do not knowhow it happens, fays Mrs. ***, 
“ but the more nearly I examine Matters of Faith, 

“ th® 
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« the further I am from affenting to them.”—Will 
it be acceptable to my dear Friend’s * * *, or will it 
be difguftful, if I attempt to tell her, how this, in 
the general, happens ? She feems to be poffeffed of 
great Ingenuity of Temper, and equal Penetration 
of Mind; therefore, I cannot think (he will take 
amifs, what I only offer to her impartial Confidera- 
tion, without any Application to herfelf.—It hap¬ 
pens, becaufe People are unrenewed by the fan&ify- 
ing Influences of divine Grace. This is not my 
precarious Conjecture, but the infallible Declara¬ 
tion of the great Searcher of Hearts. “ The carnal 
Man , fays the TVifdom of Heaven , receiveth not the 
Things of the Spirit of God\ for they are Foolifhnefs unto 
him: neither can he know them , becaufe they arefpiri- 
tually difcerned.” This was the Cafe with Nicode- 
Titus. Our Lord’s Difcourfe was a Riddle, was 
quite unintelligible to him, becaufe he was not born 
of the Spirit, had not experienced that facred Change 
on his Heart.—Sometimes it happens, becaufe Per- 
fons are wife in their own Eyes; depending more 
upon the Sagacity of their own Judgment, than 
upon the enlightening Grace of God. “ I thank 
“ thee, O Father, fays our blefled Redeemer, that 
“ whereas thou haft hid thefe Things from” (fuffer- 
ed them to lie hid, to cfcape the Difcernment of) 
“ the Wife and Prudent; thou haft revealed them 
" unto Babes.” But who are they, that are wife in 
their own Conceits? I anfwer, they , who ftudy 
much, but pray little. Who are often at their Defk, 
but feldom on their Knees. Often exercife their 
Minds' in Contemplations, but feldom lift up their 
Hearts in earneft Supplications to the Father of 
Lights.—But I muft not enlarge, I fhall be unfuf- 
ferably tedious. 1 muft cordially commiferate Mrs. 
* * *’s afflidted Condition. I beg of her to be more 
frequent, more importunate in her devout Addrefles 
to the gracious God. This is proper, peculiarly 

proper 
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proper for her dvftfefled Circumftances. “ If any 
bt afflitled, let him fray” is a Recipe prelcribed 
from Heaven. But 'more efpecially needful, for the 
'unfettled State of her Mind. Tor let me fay, and 
let it hot'be looked tipori as an unfriendly Saying, I 
cannot but fear, that Soul is fadly unfettled, far from 
being fixed on that Rock of Ages, that only Foun¬ 
dation Jefus Chrift, who can fuppofe the blelfed 
Redeemer chargeable with fuch great Indecencies of 
'Speech, andftill g toiler Improprieties of Conduct? 
Can a Mind, which admits fuch unworthy Appre- 
henfions of the great Immanuel , rely on him as its 
all-fatisfying Atonement, its complete Righteouf- 
nefs,*as the only Anchor of its final, eternal Hopes ? 
—May the God of all Goodnefs reveal his dear Son 
in her Heart, arid in mine ; that to us it may be given, 
to kriow the Myftery of his Gofpel; that we may fee 
it to be the Wifilom of God, and feel it to be the 
Power of God to our Salvation. You will, I dare 
fay, heartily join your Amen to this important Re- 
queft.—If any frefh Difficulties are ftarted, I beg 
Leave to decline the Province of ^tempting their 
TSolution; and would remit all future Inquiries to 
the much clearer Judgment, and abler Pen, of our 
valuable Friend Mr. * * *.—Dear Sir, pardon my 
Prolixity; pray for my little Piece arid its Author; 
and allure yourfelf of a willing and hearty Return of 
this'Kihdnefs, from. 

Your truly, &c. 
LETTER XLIX. 

Wejlon-Favell , May , 1748. 

1T Sehd, my dear Friend the Letter, which, by his 
* Iriftigation I write. I fend it this Night, that if 
, he difeerns any thing in it very improper* it may be 
«turned by the Bearer, and the needful Alterations 

made. 



f 177 1 

made.—Methinks, it gives a Perfon a tafteful Sa¬ 
tisfaction to find Favour with judicious, and excel¬ 
lent Men. What a Tranfpprt of Delight muft it 
^create, to meet with the Acceptance of the great 
Judge, the eternal King, the Fountain of all Per¬ 
fection ? To be admitted into his immediate Pre¬ 
fence—to be favoured with the brighteft Manifefta- 
tions of his divine Attributes—to love him with all 
our Souls, and to be infinitely more beloved by him— 
to be conformed to his glorious, his moll amiable -1 
Image, and fo much the more, as Ages in an endiefe' 
Succelfion roll on Ages.—This is Life—this is Blefi- " 
fednefs—this is Heaven. And this Life is in his Son 
—this Blefiednefs is purchafed for us Sinners by the 
Obedience of Chrift—to this Heaven Chrift is the 
Way, the Door, the PafTport. Oh ! let us not doubt, 
but he will make us meet by his Spirit, for the Inhe¬ 
ritance, which he has obtained by his Blood. 

Ever yours’, £sfr. 


LETTER L. 


Rev. Sir , 


Bath, Auguji 27,1743. 


C UN DAY lafl, I happened not to be at the 
Abbey-Church, in the Afternoon. But con» 
verfing Yefterday with a Gentleman who was one of 
your Auditors, I defired to have a fummary Account 
of your Sermon. And truly he gave me fuch an 
Account, as both aftonifhed, and grieved me. You 
dignified worldly Profperity at fo extraordinary a 
Rate, and almoft cannonized the profperous Man. 
On the other Hand, you vilified the glorious Jefus in 
fo fcandalous a Manner, and fet the incarnate God¬ 
head to one of the moft ignoble and abominable. 
Offices. This made me encourage my Friend to 
Vo 1.. I. N draw 



draw bis Pen, and fend you a Word of Admonition. 
And when he declined the Taft:, I could not forbear 
Undertaking it myfelf. For it would be unkind {o 
you. Sir, to perceive you under fuch grievous Mis¬ 
takes, and not warn you of the Error of vour Ways. 
Nor would it be lefs unfaithful to your Matter, and 
my Matter, to be informed of fuch Preaching, and 
Suffer it to pafs current without any Animadverlion. 

If I mifreprefent you in any Particular, I am ready 
to retraft. And if I have Truth on my Side, ana 
you, reverend Sir, have fpoken unworthy your 
l’acred Office, have difhonoured the divine Redeemer, 
and perverted his everlafting Gofpel, I truft, you 
alfo will be fo ingenuous, as to condemn that often- 
five Sermon to the Flames, and fuch DoCtrines to 
Silence and Darknefs. For I affure you, it is from 
no ill-natured Spirit of Criticifm, no Morofenefs of 
Temper, or Fondncfs for Contradiction, but from 
a fincere Concern for the Intcrcfts of pr.ue Religion, 
and the Honours of our common Lord, that I take 
Leave to fuggeft the following Hints. 

I think you firft exhorted People to rejaicc, when 
their Circumftances. were affluent, and their worldly 
Affairs prolperous; you enforced this palatable Ad¬ 
vice, by the Precepts of Scripture; and left it 
ibould not be received with a proper Welcome, you 
further urged it upon your Hearers, by the Example 
of our blefled Saviour. In Oppcfition to this Strain 
of Teaching, permit me to obferve, 

1. That worldly Profperity is no fufficient Caufe 
foraChriftian to rejoice. 

2. That it is often one of the fereft Evils that can 
befal a Perfon. 

3. To ftctch out the true Nature of fcriptural 
Profperity; or difeover, what is, that folid 
Ground for rejoicing, which the Oracles of 

. G»d recommend. 

.Firft, 
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Firft, Worldly Prosperity is no fuff dent Caufe fit 
rejoicing , becaufe worldly Things are empty and unja- 
ti factory. That which is lighter than Vanity itlelf, 
cannot poffibly give fubftantial Joy. If we build 
for Contentment upon fublunary Things, we rear 
our Edifice upon the finking Sand. You can no 
more bring Satisfaction out of any Thing created, 
than you can carve an image out of the rifing 
Smoke, or fill your Belly with the Eaft Wind. 
Thofe, who rejoice only (and you, dear Sir, afligned 
110 other Caufe for rejoicing) becaufe they have 
Abundance of earthly Things richly to enjoy, are 
like fome bewildered and benighted Traveller, 
pierced with Cold, dripping with Wet, that leaps 
for Joy becaufe he finds a Glow-worm under the 
Hedge. Alas ! this is in no wile able to direct his 
wandering Feet, to light him through the difmal 
Gloom, oAto warm his benumbed Limbs; no more 
than it is aftle to fupply the Place of the Sun, and 
dart its faint Glimmer through the Univerfe.—The 
Plcafures, which a fuperior t ortune furnifh out, Oh ! 
how foon do they become Itale, and pall upon the 
Appetite! How eaiily may a thoufand Accidents 
fnatch them from our Embrace, or dalh them to 
Pieces in our Arms! How certainly muft we for- 
fake them in a very little Time; and when we have 
taken a few more pleafant Morfels, a few delicious 
Draughts, eat and drink again no more for ever. 
And what a wretched difproportion.ite Delight is 
this, for an immortal Mind, which is to furvive the 
Diflblution of the Globe ; which is to live unnum¬ 
bered Ages, when all, that our Eyes have feen, is 
palled away and gone ? 

Again : Worldly Profperity is no fufficient Caufe for 
rejoicing , becaufe a Perfon may pojjejs this , and have 
neither Faith , nor Grace. There is no Manner of 
Connexion between Faith and Wealth. The Poor 
frequently receive the Gofpel, while Numbers of 
N 2 the 
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the Rich rcje£f their own Happinefs. And without 
Faith it is impoffible to pleafe God; it is unreafon- 
able ami unwarrantable to rejoice. The Believer* 
indeed, has a Permiffion; has a Privilege, yea, has a 
Patent, for rejoicing. The Chriifian has all Joy and ' 
Peace in believing. All—you fee here is a Mono¬ 
poly, Faith has engrofled this precious Commodity. 
None is to be procured, but from her.—And as for 
Grace, Talents of Gold may be in the Coffers, and 
not one Grain of Grace in the Heart. Thofe who 
tall whole Lordfhips their own, cannot, perhaps, 
fay, that they have received the Holy Ghoft. And 
while they are deflitute of this divine Principle, I can 
call them nothing but Wretches. You may add II- 
luftrious, Right honourable, and worfhipful, if you 
pleafe; but If ill they are miferable Wrctche s, unlefs 
Chrift, the Hope of Glory, be formed in their Souls. 
The HolyGhofI, you know, Sir, is called the Com¬ 
forter, bccaufc it is his amiable Office J b adminifter 
Confolation to his People. He giveth joy, and who 
can make Sadnefs? But alas! if he withdrew his 
benign Influences, who or what can create Satisfac¬ 
tion? Silver Shoes may as well charm away the 
racking Pains of a goutified Foot, or golden Duft 
quench the Third: of a parched Throat, as any 
worldly Abundance, as all worldly Plenty, beget real 
Joy, without tile Communications of the comforting 
Spirit.—You iorget, Sir, the Prayers , which you 
daily olfer up in the Congregation. In them , you 
acknowledge, “ that the World cannot give Peace.” 
And if not Peace, furtly not Joy. If not the 
Fruit, finely not the Bloflbm. “ There is no 
Peace, faith ray Clod, to the Wicked. 1 ’ And all 
are wicked, who are void of Faith, and unrenew¬ 
ed by Grace. All run counter to the divine De¬ 
claration, who bid fuch Perfons rejoice, though they 
flioukl ha re every Kind of Profperity, that a carnal 
1 ieart can w ilh. 
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Once more : Worldly Profperity is nofufficient Cav.fe 
for rejoicing, becaufe a Man may pojfefs this, and be a 
Child of Wrath notvoithjlanding. Providence often 
’ fcatters temporary Things among the Tents of his 
Enemies. They have Children at their Defire, and 
leave the reft of their Subftancc for their Babes. 
1 hefe are Hulks, which the Swine are permitted to 
cat. God's dearcft Servants, thofe who are Heirs 
of Glory, are frequently feen to be without any 
Share of them, while the nioft abandoned Sinners 
have them to the full. Lazarus has not a Houfe to 
lay his Head in, while the Voluptuary dwells in 
Apartments cieled with Cedar, and painted with 
Vermilion. Lazarus has not enough to purchafe 
one Morfel of Meat, muft be beholden to Charity 
for the lead Crumb of Provifion; while his hard¬ 
hearted Neighbour drinks Wine in Bowls, and eats 
the choiceftu>f the Flock; is clothed in Purple and 
fine Linen,Nqid fareth fumptuoufly every Day.— 
Who then can hationally rejoice in that, which is no 
Pledge of the divine Acceptance; which carries with 
it no Proof of our Reconciliation to that eternal 
Majefty, whofe Smile is inconceivable Blifs, whole 
brown is infupportable Woe?—A wealthy and 
fuccefsful Pcrfon, if he be ccnfiderate as well as for¬ 
tunate, muft go Home from fuch a Sermon arguing 
in this Manner: The Preacher folicits me to 

u rejoice in my worldly Goods. But how can I 
“ find Complacency in fuch perifliing Poifeflions, 
“ when, perhaps, I may be an Outcaft from Hea- 
“ ven, and have no Place in that Kingdom, which 
“ endureth for ever? How can I take Plcafure in 
“ thefe Dainties, which replenifh my Table, when 
“ perhaps the heavy Wrath of God may fall upon 
“ me, while the Meat is yet in my Mouth. This ' 
“ fumptuous Furniture, this glittering Equipage, 
'* thefe delicious Treats, how- can I take real Sa- 
tisfaclion in them, when, for aught I know, a 
N 3 '■ Handle. 
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** Hand-writing upon the Wall , may be denouncing 
“ my Doom ? it' Ood would lift up the Light of his 
“ Countenance upon me; if I was (weedy afeer- 
“ tained of his Good-will; then I could rejoice un- 
“ feignedly. But as for thefe large Revenues, and 
** Tides ot Succefs, which are fo much extolled by 
“ the Preacher, they may prove like the rich Failures 
“ that fatten the Ox for the Knife.” 

W ill you have Patience with me, Sir, if I proceed 
to prove, 

2 . That worldly Profperity, is fo far from being 
an adequate Caufe for our rejoicing, that it is fre¬ 
quently one of the foreft and moil mifehievous Evils. 
—This I am fure was the Opinion of Archbifhop 
UJher. That moft renowned and excellent Prelate, 
in his younger Days, had a continueddSeries of 
Profperity. Health , impaired by no ttacks of 
Sickncfs ; Credit fullied by no Breath/ of Scandal; 
and Succcfs interrupted by no Dif’ppoititmcnt, or 
difaftrous Turn. And what Emotion did this Oc- 
cafion in that devout and judicious Perfon’s Mind? 
Did his Heart dance within him for Joy? Did he 
blefs himfelf on this Behalf? No.—But he was under 
fad Apprehenfions, leaft God had forfaken him, and 
given him over to a reprobate Courfe. He feared, 
that his heavenly Father, becaufe he fpared the Rod, 
hated the Child. That not being brought under 
the Difcipline of Providential Correction, he was a 
Baftard,and not a Son of the Lord Almighty.—How 
diametrically oppofite, was this Way of thinking, to 
your Way of Preaching! And whether it was not a 
very fober and juft Method of thinking, let the fol¬ 
lowing Confiderations determine. 

Worldly Projperity is apt to attach Men to earthly 
Ysings, When Succefs fwells their Sails, and all 
proceeds according, to their With, Oh! how prone 
are we to disregard Jcfus, and everlafting Ages! 

Many 
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' Many are immoderately fond of the World, becaufe 
they have fwam fweetly down the Stream of Prof- 
.perity; who, probably, would have been weaned 
’•from its Delights, and indifferent to its Goods, in 
Cafe they had toiled upon the craggy Cliffs of fome 
intervening Adverfity. When they walk always 
upon Rofes, and meet with no Thorns in their 
Paths, the Confluence is an Acquiefcence in their 
prefent Station, and RemifTnefs in fecking the Joys 
of an invifible World. A Contentment in the 
Things, that are feen, without any Afpirations after 
the Things, that are not feen, is the moft unhappy 
Condition imaginable, and is generally the Offspring 
of worldly Profperity. And when this worldly 
Profperity is fo highly rated in the Calculations of 
the Pulpit, what other Effect can poflibly attend 
fuch Le&ures, but to glue our Affe&ions more 
clofely, andt rivet them more infeparably, to thefe 
Trifles of a Djw? 

Again; Woridh Profperity is frequently a mischie¬ 
vous Evil , becaufe it is apt to tnake Men proud. They 
come in no Misfortune like other Folk, fays the 
PfalmiJ, ?, and this is the Caufe, that they are fo holden 
with rride. Profperity is often a lufeious Poifon. 
It bloats and puffs Men up with an over-weaning 
Opinion of themfelves. It intoxicates the Mind, 
and makes it drunk with Self-conceit. It prompts 
People to idolize themfelves, and contemn others. 
The intolerable Arrogance of the Babylonijh Mo¬ 
narch, what was it owing to but his vaft and unin¬ 
terrupted Succefles? lie meafured his Merit by the 
Length of his Purfe, and challenged a Veneration 
proportionable to the Extent of his Dominions. This 
vile, rank Weed, thrives in the Hot-beds of Honour, 
Wealth, and carnal Pleafure. Whereas it might 
never have reared its Head, in the colder Climate of 
Tribulation, or Scantinefs of Circumffances. 

N 4 Once 
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Once .more; JYorldly Profperity is frequently a 
pernicious Evil, bccauje it renders Men carnally fecure. 
It cafe-hardens the Mind againft all the l'hreaten- 
ings, and makes it deaf to the Invitations of hea—- 
vcnly Wifdom. It is a ftupifying Potion, and lulls 
the Soul into a fatal Forgetfulnefs of evertafting 
Things. Thole, who were lufty and ftrong, in our 
Saviour’s Days, joined with the impious Multitude 
in defpiftng the veiled Divinity: But thofe, who 
were difeafed in their Bodies, or difordered in their 
Minds, with Eagernefs fell proftrate at his facred 
Feet, and implored his healing Hand.— Periijfcnt, 
nrftpcriiffr.nl. —You cannot but have obferved various 
Proofs of this Remark in the Courfe of your Mini- 
ftry. You mull have feen many l'erfons, who re¬ 
jected all your Counfel, and would none of your 
Reproof, while they walhed their Steps in Butter, 
ami the Rock poured them out Rivers Oil. But 
how teachable were thefe once refractory World¬ 
lings ?—how willing to hear the C< f ;/notations of the 
Cofpcl, when their fenfiblc Delights were perilhed 
and gone \ IIow defirous to be informed of a Hap- 
pinefs in the Heavens, which fadeth not; when their 
carnal 1 leafures had made themfelves Wings, and 
were flown away. In the Gaiety of their Health, 
and Abundance of their Plenty, they were fettled 
upon the Lees of Supinenefs. But, when the Scene 
was fhiFted, they cried out with Vehemence, What 
jmuft we do to be faved? This I myfelf have fre¬ 
quently remarked in the fhort Compafs of my Ex¬ 
perience. Men, who were like an Iron Sinew in 
their flourifhjng Condition, have been impreflible a? 
rielring Wax in a Revcrfe of Fortune. 

We fee then, that the Profperity of this World is 
always dangerous? often pernicious; and too fre¬ 
quently definitive. It yields Pleafures that infa- 
u.a:c; — Sweets that arc impoifored; — Delights 

“■*" that 
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that ftupify. Infomuch, that a Heathen could fay. 
Nihil infalicius Iilo , rw wife'/ inftclix contigit. 

Here it may be afked, Are We to take no Com¬ 
fort in our Porrion on Earth? Muft we become 
gloomy and melancholy, and go mourning all our 
Days?—Far, far from it. Religion allows us. Re¬ 
ligion enables us, Religion requires us to be joyful. 
Yea, it gives its faithful Adherents to rejoice with 
Joy ur.fpeakable, and full of Glory.—But then it is 
founded on a Principle vaftly fuperiour to that, which 
you. Sir, thought fit to fingle out and difplay. It 
fprings from a Source, and refts on a Balls, which 
has no manner of Jdependence on worldly Circum- 
ftances: This reminds me of another Point, I am 
engaged to clear up, viz. 

The true Nature of Scriptural Profperity .—The 
Scripture is ^ fpiritual Scheme. Spiritual Goods 
arc what it ch^fly recommends, and from fpiritual 
Evils, it chiefly Voters. Chrifl’s Words are Spirit: 
tending to make Kimi not carnally minded, but fpi- 
ritually minded: to render them fpiritual in their 
Underftandings, their Affections, their Conduct. 
Irifomuch that one need not fcruplc to affirm con- 
ffantly, that the holy Scripture never calls that State, 
a State of Profperity, which is not grounded on the 
Favour of God: Nor ever encourages People to re¬ 
joice in any Thing, till they arc—(j.) reconciled to 
God,—(2.) intereited in Chrift,—and (3.) renew¬ 
ed by the Holy Ghoft; which, I think, conftitute 
the fcriptural Profperity; and I am fure, are the 
Ground-work of all Happinefs.—Firft for Reconci¬ 
liation to God. His Favour is better than Life. 
Life itfelf is worthlefs, and, confequently, all its En¬ 
joyments, without this prime fundamental Bleffing. 
For this Caufe, the Prince of Peace bled to Death, 
that the Hand-writing of Guilt might be blotted 
out; that the Wrath of God might be appeafed;^ 
and that we, who were Enemies, might be brought* 

near 
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jurat through his Blood. This is the Door to all 
Good. Enter in by this Gate, ye Sons of Men, or 
dfe you will inevitably mifcarry in your Search 
after Felicity. If you leek for Blift, and bottolft 
not your Expectations on this Rock, you are furc to 
be dil'appointed of your Hope. I can no more have 
true Comfort in any Pofiellion, till I have Redemp¬ 
tion through my Redeemer’s Paffion, than that un¬ 
fortunate Captive could rrjoice in the royal Banquet, 
that was before him, when a ponderous Sword edged 
and utifheathed, was hanging by a flender Thread, 
and fhaking every Moment over his Head.—2d. An 
bitereji in Chriji. This is another Pillar to fupport 
our I elicity. Therefore, our blefied Lord directing 
us in the Way to our true Good, fays, “ Seek ye 
“ firfli the Kingdom of God, and his Righteoufnefs.” 
The everlading Kingdom of Heave/ as the End, 
and the imputed Righteoufnefs of Jrfus Cbrill, as 
the Way. Till the one is our actyt/Pofieffion, and 
the other our certain Reverfion^r.F may look for real 
Satisfaction, but fhall find nolie. Apply to all the 
Creatures; rifle all their Charms; fade all their 
Sweets; you will perceive them to be altogether 
lighter than Vanity itfelf; without an Union with 
Child, and an Edablifhment in his Merits.— 
qd. Renovation of Mind, is another Ingredient of 
the Profperity delineated in Scripture, Till the 
Soul be lanChificd, it is in a State of grievous Dis¬ 
order : like a Body, all whofe Bones are out of 
Joint. And, Oh! what Joy can be tailed in fuch a 
Condition? Till divine Grace have the Afcendant 
within us ; till the Kingdom of God be fet up in our 
Hearts; we arc in Bondage to Corruption. Vile 
AfivifHons domineer over us. The Devil and our 
own Lufts play the Tyrant in our Breads. We arc 
like Slaves under a galling Yoke, and like Lepers 
under a no: feme D idem per. Therefore the Pfalmi/V 
fays, When I awake up after thy Likenefs, I fhall be ; 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied with it. Till thy Image be reinftamped 
upon my Heart, I never expedi to fee Good. While 
we are in the Bond of Iniquity, we muft infallibly be 
in the Gall of Bitternefs. 

This is the Profperity celebrated in the Scriptures. 
Of this every Believer is a Partaker; and you will 
pleafe to remember, that every Exhortation to re¬ 
joicing, which we meet with in thofe infpired Books, 
are add re fled to fuch Perfons only. They give not 
the leaft Invitation to any one, no nor the leaft Li¬ 
cence, to reft fatisfied, much lefs to rejoice, till they 
are brought into fuch Circumftances of Reconcilia¬ 
tion with Heaven, and Renovation of Mind. Nor 
have you, Sir, any Warrant to fay to yourfelf, or 
your People, “ Soul take thine Eafe, eat, drink, 
“ and be merry, becaufe thou haft much Goods laid 
“ up for manjt Years.” This is the Epicure’s 
Creed. The li'tely Oracles bear their Teftimony 
againft fuch ComJjulions. They ftyle all the unre¬ 
generate. Fools. Asdto fuch, worldly Abundance 
is not Matter for Mirth, but Matter for Ruin. For 
“ the Profperity of Fools jhall dejlroy them." Be they 
grand as Nebuchadnezzar , in as much Affluence as 
Ahafuerus , honoured as Herod was by the applaud¬ 
ing Multitude, yet every Page of Scripture fays to' 
them, as fehu to Joram’s Meffenger, “ What hajl 
thou to do with Peace." And, however, fome 
fmooth-tongued Preachers may flatter and cajole 
them in their Pomp; however, they may prophefy 
fmooth Things, and folicit them to rejoice on fuch 
a Footing, as the Lord has not made a Ground for 
rejoicing; yet an Apoftle befpeaks them in very dif¬ 
ferent Language; “ Go to now, ye rich Men, 
“ weep and howl.” The Teacher fent from God 
has other Tidings to tell them, “ Woe unto you 
“ that are rich, that are full, for ye have your Con- 
“ folation, ye fhall hunger hereafter.” And, in 
another World, they may hear this awful Admoni- 
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lien founding in their Ears, “ Son, remember that 
u Thou in thy Life-time receivedji thy good Things 
thofe which thou accountedft good, not that they 
really were good. But only appeared fo, to thy 
diftempered Judgment, and vitiated Tafte. 

Surely, Sir, it muft have been perfectly prudent, 
or rather abfolutely neceflary, to caution your Au¬ 
dience againft fo fatal aMiftake: efpccially fince 
they conhft of the gay, the grand, the pleafurable. 
A vigilant Minifter would certainly give them to 
underftand, that Wealth and Plenty is, by no Means, 
the Profperity which the Spirit of God commends. 
That Joy, without theLoving-kindnefs of the Lord, 
is a mere Chimera. That none are entitled to this 
Medicine of Life, but thofe, who can lay their Hand 
upon their Hearts, and fay, with a Faith unfeigned. 
My Sins are all forgiven, through tW Atonement of 
the flaughtered Lamb; my Peace isf made with the 
eternal God; and the Spirit of Jd^!s Chrift dwells in 
me. This is that, which juft^es, which produces 
Joy. Then, indeed, and nm till then, the Wife 
Man’s Advice may be thy Practice: “ Go thy Way, 

eat thy Bread with Joy, and drink thy Wine with 
“ a merry Heart, for God now accepteth both thee, 
** and thy Works.” Then thou mayeft take Com¬ 
fort in thy earthly Accommodations, as fo many 
little Appendages of thy Blifs ; not as the EFence, 
which conttitutes it; but as the Cement, which 
fcrves to fill up fome little Intcrftices, and render the 
whole fomewhat more compact. And even, in this 
Cafe, our blefied Matter, (who bid his Difciplcs not 
to rejoice, becaufe the Devils were fubjedt unto them, 
but becaufe their Names were written in Heaven) 
would, probably, caution us not to rejoice, becaufe 
we have all worldly Things copioufly to enjoy, but 
becaufe we are pa|doned, juftified, and fandtified. 

Upon the whole. Suppofe worldly Profperity 
was not oftentiihcs a moll mifehievous Evil, which 

it 
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it undoubtedly is. —Suppofe it was a fubftantial 
Ground for Chriftian rejoicing, which it really is not* 
—Suppofe this was the Scriptural Profperity, which • 
Notion is, I truft, fufficiently disproved. —In a Word, 
fuppofe the whole Tenour of your Dodtrine to be 
true, whereas it feems to be palpably falfe: yet what 
Good, in the Name of Wonder, can you poffibly 
propofe by fuch Preachments? You cannot but be 
ienfible, that we are all ftrongly addicted to inferiout 
Things. We are already too fond of worldly 
Goods, too impetuous in our Purfuit of fenfual Gra¬ 
tifications. We want, we extremely want a Curb 
to check our Career, and you clap a Spur in our 
Sides. You employ your Eloquence as a Provoca¬ 
tive, in a Cafe that cries aloud for Reftrictives. 
Alas! Sir, you have no Occafion to pufh the head¬ 
long Torrent!—But I have done with this Point: 
have nothing friore to add upon this Head: unlefs it 
be to recommend to your fcrious Confideration, that 
alarming Verdic^wnronounced by infinite Wifdom, 
“ He that livetb in JT+wfure, is dead while he liveth 
Dead to God, dead ro Grace; a dead Chriftian, 
though a living Animal. Compare, reverend Sir, 
this Declaration with the Tendency of your Doc¬ 
trine. Then, I allure myfelf, you will not redden 
with Indignation at thefc plain Remonftrances. But 
rather, (as 1 Ihould in your Cafe) turn pale with 
Grief,, at your pall Teachings; and tremble with 
Fear, for the Confequences of them. 

Thus much for your Divinity: Now, Sir, if you 
pleafe for your Logic. We have canvalied your 
■Doctrine-, let us next confider the. Argument, with 
which you eftablilh it. This is, if poilible, ten 
Thoufand Times more exceptionable than the Tenet 
itfelf. For after having told your Audience, that 
the carnal Delight, which you fo earneftly prefs to 
take, is agreeable to the Reafon of Things, is conlb- 
nant to the Defigns of Providence, you think proper 

t« 
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to add, that it is alfd countenanced by ortr Saviour’s 
Example. Since, at a certain Marriage-Feaft, 
when the Wine fell fhort, he wrought a Miracle, 
and furnifhed them with a frefli Supply on Purpofe, 
that the Mirth ni ght not die. This was your Ex- 
predion. And, furely, a more (hocking one never 
came from a Preacher’s Lips. Was ever fo abjedt 
and fcurvey a Reafon afligned for one of the moft 
illuftrious Actions ? Could any debauched Libertine, 
at a drunken Club, have derogated more contume- 
lioufly from the Pignity of our Lord’s Behaviour? 
Jefus, the Mirrour of Purity, the Fountain of Wif- 
dom, of whom it is teftified, “ that he did all Things 
“ well:”—This wife and glorious Being is repre- 
fented, not by an abandoned Sot, but by a Minifter 
of the Gofpel, as exerting his Omnipotence to pro¬ 
long a merry Bout. Oh! that it might not be told 
in Gath, or publilhed in the Streets of Jfkelon ! But, 
—fugit irrevocable Ferbum-, you cannot revoke the 
Words. 1 'he only Reparatioiy^fou can make to 
the injured Jefus, or the offardaed Chriftian, is to 

f ive us a Sermon of Recantation j and antidote the 
oifon that has been propagated. 

But, I would hope, it is too grofs to fpread. 
“ That the Mirth may not die," is an Aflertion, which 
muft ftartle every Hearer. Why this a common 
Vintner might have prevented, as well as an Al¬ 
mighty Being. A few Flalks, from the Tavern 
would have anfwered this End. Moft ignoble 
Purpofe! Unworthy, altogether unworthy fo auguft, 
divine, and admirable Perfon.—Oh! what a Handle 
does this yield to Infidels for profane Banter! That 
Jefus fhould defcend from the Heaven of Heavens, 
and come into the World, vefted with uncontroul- 
able Power, on fo poor, groveling, and fordid an 
Errand! That a Part of his Bufinefs, in the State of 
Humanity, (hould be to guard againft fuch idle 
Mirth, as owes its Birth to a Bottle! The Soldiers, 

that 
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that ftripped our Lord .of his Apparel, and mocked 
his facred Perfon; that (pit upon his blefled Face, 
buffetted his divine Head, and loaded him with all 
manner of Scurrilities and Indignities; did not 
commit (in my Opinion) fo flagrant an Abufc, as a 
modern Preacher in one of his Audit'd folemn Ha¬ 
rangues. They took him to be a meer Man; they 
pronounced him a vile Man ; and, therefore, offered 
him fitch opprobrious Affronts. But you, Sir, ac¬ 
knowledge him to be God ; you know him to be in¬ 
finitely wife, and yet make him a Lacquey to the 
moft errand Trifles, a Drudge to Men’s carnal In¬ 
dulgences.—Suppofc, both our Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, after the matureft Deliberation, ffiould employ 
the whole Army of the Nation, to clear away all 
Obftrudhions for a Butterfly in her flowery Range, 
or to fee that a filly Kitten go on unmolefted in her 
fportive Gambols; would you extol the Wifdom of 
our Senators? Would you not cry Shame upon 
their Condu&P ^low, your Affertion is full as de¬ 
preciatory to the orafummate Prudence, and exem¬ 
plary Purity of ourNiivine Mafter: ffnee you fet 
them both on Work, joined with his irreffftible 
Might, only to furnilh out a little more Gaiety, a 
little more Laughter, to a Set of Cdtoufers, whom 
you deferibe as pretty well in for it already. 

“ That the Mirth might not die!” that is. That 
thofe who were already made merry with Liquor, 
might go on in their jovial Delights: till they added 
Drunkennefs to their Thirff. For when People are 
thus exhilarated, to take frefh Draughts, and pour 
down more Wine, muff indeed make them, as a 
profeffed Scorner profanely exprefles himfelf, on -nhia 
very Occafion, more than Half Seas over. So that 
when you give an evafive Flouri/h or two, and 
would have your Hearers to believe, that you are no 
Advocate for Intemperance, it is piain, you are only 
complimenting the Caufe of Sobriety. This Inter¬ 
pretation 
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pretatiortputupon our Lord’s Conduct,knocks all fuch 
fham Pretences on the Bead. For, if he wrought the 
Miracle with fucha View, and for fuch Sort of Peo¬ 
ple, all the World cannot dear him from being a 
Promoter of Excefs j and if he did not, all the World 
cannot acquit yon, Sir, from the molt abufive Mifre- 
prefentation of your Redeemer. 

“ That the Mirth might not die /” What could a 
lewd Rake have done at his riotous Table, worfe 
than that, which you aferibe to the Pattern of all 
Perfection ? My Blood grows chill: my Thoughts 
recoil at fo horrid a Pofition. Any Gentleman, of 
tolerable Scrioufncfs, when he perceives his Friends 
are got merry with his Drink, would rather with¬ 
draw the Glafs, than add Fuel to the Flame. For 
my Part, I Ihould think myfeif an Abettor of Excefs, 
and little better than a Pimp for Debauchery, if, 
when Men are merry in their Cups, I' Ihould fupply 
them with Means of driving on the wanton Hu¬ 
mour. And yet,—be amazed, Q*fe Heavens, and 
be horribly afraid, O Earth! a Minifter, in the Midft 
of a thronged Congregation, Charges this ver^ Prac¬ 
tice upon the molt immaculate Lamb of God!— 
Oh! Sir, how could he, who came to be our Sancti¬ 
fication, adminitter to our inordinate Gratifications? 
How could he who has enjoined us not to make 
Provifion for the Flefh to fulfil the Lulls thereof, be 
inllrumental to continue a luxurious Revel ?—Blef- 
fed Jefus, Purely that is fulfilled which was fpoken by 
thy Prophet, Thou art wounded in the Houfe of thy 
Friends. Thy Character is debated, thy DoCtrines 
adulterated, by thole, who profcls thcniielves Adorers 
of the one, and Expounders of the other. Oh 1 
that ever the Chriftian Pulpit fhould become a 
Porch to the Temple of Bacchus! and a Chriftian 
Preacher aCt the Part of a PurveyoA for the Tin- 
ling-houfc! 


Do 
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Do you intend to pleafe. Sir, or to profit your 
Audience, by thefe Admonitions?-*-You can pleafe 
none but Men of corrupt Minds, whofe God is their 
Belly, who mind earthly ThingSi You can profit 
none but thofe, whofe Heaven is to be found in the 
Juice of the Grape. They can ferve no other End, 
but to give a Sort of Sanction to their Extravagant 
cies. Your Lectures, perhaps, may be recolle&ed 
with Applauie on the Ale-bench, and pleaded among 
a Circle of jolly Topers, But I alture you, Sir, 
they are heard by the ferious and devout, with "the 
utmoft Sorrow, and with equal Deteftation. Their 
Ears are wounded, and their Hearts bleed, under the 
Sound of fuch Bacchanalian Doctrines. 

May I now be permitted to declare my Senti¬ 
ments, with Regard to that Paffage of Scripture, 
which you have fo unhappily perverted ? 

As to the Mirth you feem fo fond of, there is no 
mention of it in the (acred Narrative, For Chrift 
went not about to fpread the Laugh among his 
Company, but to rrulfe them ferious, fober, and wife 
unto Salvation. If he vouchfafed his Prefence at 
Entertainments, and fat at the Tables of Sinners, 
it was with a gracious Defign of inftru£Hng and 
converting them in their own Houfes. Hfe came to 
Keafts in the fame Spirit, and for the fame Purpofes, 
as he came into the World: To turn poor Mankind 
from Darknefs unto. Light, and from»the Power,of 
Satan unto God : So that none can imagine, when 
he was in the Room, that there could be any Thing 
like that licentious Diverfion, which too generally 
prevails in our merry Meetings. If they did rejoice, 
they rejoiced, doubtlefs, after a godly Sort. They 
rejoiced in the precious and inftru&ive Words, that 
dropped from*, Chrift’s Lips, as Sweets from an 
Honey-comb, They rejoiced to have fo divine a 
Prophet raifed up unto God's People, and to have 
the Honour of fo illuftrious a Pcrfonaee amongft 
Vo 1.1, O them. 
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them. They rejoiced, without all peradventure, to 
fee, and hear, and handle the Word of Life. 

As for that Expreffion, which we tranflate well 
drunk,——profane Wits, 1 know, raife 
mighty Triumphs upon it: but, in Truthj they arc 
Babel- buildings, and Proofs of nothing but their 
own Folly. They thereby give Us to underftand, 
that their Want of Senfe is as unqueftionable, as 
their Malignity to’Chriftianity. For, furely, they 
muft be full as errant Idiots, as they are Ihamelefs 
Sots, who can offer to fetch the lealt Shadow of a 
Plea for riotous Indulgences from this Pafiage. 
Since, let the Meaning of the Word be ever fo loofe 
and exceptionable, yet nothing can be concluded 
from thence, againft the CEconomy and Decorum of 
that Entertainment, becaufc the Governour fpeaks 
only of the ufual Cuftom at other Treats. He fays 
not a Word, good or bad, of the Guefts that were 
prefent at that bridal Feftival. It muft, therefore 
be, not only precarious, but ridiculous and abfurd, to 
infer the disorderly Proceedings of thofc People, 
from what the Ruler obferves concerning others. 
I once was acquainted with a worthy Gentleman, 
who frequently invited to his'Fable the young Per- 
fons of his Neighbourhood; and would take a 
Pleafure in inftilling or cultivating in their Minds 
the Principles of Sobriety, Induftry and Piety. Now 
in Cafe, he had faid, after Supper was removed, “ I 
know very well, my honeft Neighbours, it is cuf- 
tomary with 1‘ome Perfons of Fortune, both to pleafe 
and pride themfelves in making their Vifitants drunk. 
They pufh the Glafs brifkly round, and prefs one 
Bumper upon another, till they fend their Guefts 
ftaegewng to Bed.’’ But,—now, would any one be 
fo ftupi, as to infer from this Acknowledgment of 
the Practice of.others, that this was alfo.the Practice 
of my Friend ? Yet this they may do, with as much 
Juftnefs and Solidity of Reafoning, as deduce any 

Maxim 
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Maxim in Favour of Excefs from the Speech of the 
Architriciinus (or Matter of the Feaft.) 

Evident, I think, it is, that this Expreffion, what¬ 
ever be its exact Import, is in no wife referable to 
the Condition of thofe Guefts; fo that we allow' 
our Adverfaries too much Advantage, by admitting 
any of their Remarks upon its Signification. We 
fhould wreft this Weapon out of their Hands, which 
they brandifh fo formidably, rather than guard againft 
its Strokes.—But, in cafe, it was applicable to them; 
yet it is moft monftrous, to fuppofe it fignificant of 
the leaft Deviation from Temperance. For had we: 
not known the Company to be of the moft exem¬ 
plary Behaviour, and heavenly-minded Spirit: had 
they been a Parcel of irreligious and lewd Fellows* 
inftead of the Virgin-Mother, and the Redeemer’s 
Difciples, yet it would be impofiible to conceive, 
that any Thing, which had the leaft Approach to¬ 
wards Surfeiting and Drunkennefs, fhould be tole¬ 
rated, when Jefus himfelf was in the Midft of them. 
Before fo venerable afrd divine a Perfon, they would 
not dare to allow themfelves in any mifbecoming 
Indulgences, or Indecences of Carriage. Befides, 
had their Inclinations been ever fo abandoned or im¬ 
petuous, his eternal Power and Godhead would have 
reftrained them. He, who intimidated the facrile- 
gious Rabble, when they profaned the Temple, and 
drove them before his fmgle Scourge; He, who 
ftruck proftrate to the Ground, a whole Band of 
armed Men, only with his Word; He, who had all 
Hearts in his Handy and could manage them as he 
pleafed; would, doubtlefs, have forbid, at this Junc¬ 
ture, whatever bordered upon Diflblutenefs. 

Should any one inquire. For what Caufe then did 
Chrift work this Miracle, if not to revive the dying 
Mirth ?—I anfwer, feveral noble Reafons are aifign- 
able and obvious. 

O 2 One ; 
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' One ; to furnifb a Supply for frejh Gutjls , which on 
thofe Occaftom were continually pouring in*. That 
the Feaft might be prolonged to its ufual Period, 
and all, that came, might be moderately refrefhed. 
For I can, by no means, imagine, that hisfrefh Sup¬ 
ply was intended for thofe, who had cheared thein- 
lelves already with a fufficient Quantity. This in¬ 
deed is what your Sermon takes for granted, or elfe 

J our Application is frivolous and impertinent. But 
promife myfelf, when you give it a fecond Confi- 
deration, you will wonder, how fo unworthy a 
Thought come into your Mind; and be forry, that 
it fhould ever proceed from your Lips. Since it is 
fo intirely repugnant to the whole Chara&er, Con¬ 
duct, and preaching of our Lord Jefus. 

Another Reafon might he to reward the married 
Pair, for their Hofpitality to himfelf andhis Followers. 
To give early Notice to the World, that none fhould 
be Lofers by fhewing Kindnefs to him or His. 
That every Piece of Refpedt paid to Jefus, and every 
Kindnefs exercifed towards his»Fami!y, fhould meet 
with a full Recompence of Reward. 7 'hus did he 
prepare an extenfive Fund for thofe, who had for- 
faken Houfes, Lands, Relations, and their earthly 
All, for his Sake : Prepare a Fund for their Sub- 
fiftence, by difpofing People to entertain and ac¬ 
commodate them, when they fhould be fent forth, 
without Staff or Scrip, or Money in their Purfes. 

Another Caufe, (and that which is remarked by the 
holy Hiftorian,) was, to manifeflforth his Glory. To 
give a moft confpicuous Dii'piay of his Mefliahfhip. 
He opened, as it were, his Commiifion, and ihewed 
his divine Credentials. Which was done with per- 
fe£t Propriety, in a public Manner, before more 
Spe&ators than his own Attendants. And whatever 
Effect it might,iteve upon others, it confirmed the 


See the Note, Page 173. 
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Faith of his Difciples. Seeing this inconteftible 
Proof of his Million, it is (aid, They believed on 
him: and were thenceforth inviolably attached to 
his Perfon and Miniftry. 

Other Reafons may be fuggefted, and thofe ex¬ 
ceeding found and ufeful. Such as point out a noble 
and deep Significancy in this Miracle; make it rich 
with divine and lpiritual Meaning: and, upon this 
Footing, a more delicious Feaft for our Souls, than 
Wines of the fineft Flavour, and moft generous 
Quality, are to our animal Nature. 

For Inftanee: It might fignify the fuperiour 
Richnefs of thofe Comforts, which his Gofpel was 
introducing into the World. That they exceeded 
thofe broached by Mofes , and the Law, as much as 
the pure Blood of the Grape, excells the Water of 
our common Wells. That his Flefh and Blood 
would be a fovereign Source of Alacrity and Confo- 
lation to his People; gladden and revive their Hearts, 
like fome exquifite Cordial; (Lengthen and invigo¬ 
rate their Minds, lilqe the beft bodied Wines. 

This particular Seafon of a Marriage Ceremony, 
was probably chofen, in Order to intimate the Ne- 
ceflity of being efpoufed and united to Chrift, before 
we can be Partakers of thefe evangelical Delights. 
Divorced we muft be from our old Hufband, the 
Law; divorced from the Covenant of Works; and 
no longer wedded, by Self-opiniativenefs, to our own 
RighteoufnelTes; byit married, by the Bond of a 
lively Faith, to that everlafting Bridegroonj, in 
order to tafte thofe Comforts, and have our Shafe in 
thofe Joys. 

A Reafon fixed upon by our Church is, That 
Chrift would hereby put an Honour upon the ma¬ 
trimonial State ; by gracing the Solemnity with his 
(acred Company, and performing his firft public 
Miracle on this Occafion. A fine Admonition this, 
to render us more than ordinarily (bllicitous, to have 
O 3 the 
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tftft ftvourable Concurrence of Jefus, both when we 
devife, and when we take, lo important a Step. 
Becaufe, the Tranquillity and Happinefs of our fub- 
fequent Life depends, very much, on this Alteration 
of our Condition.—That we fhould, by all means, 
marry in the Lord; and implore his fpiritual gra¬ 
cious Prefence at the Wedding; which will improve 
the Advantages, and fandify the Enjoyments, of 
that comfortable State; will, as it is delicately 
figured out in the Metaphor, Turn our Water into 
Wine. 

It might alfo be intended to remind us. That the 
Comforts, even of animal Life, were recovered by 
the fecond Adam, as they were forfeited by the firft 
Adam. When our firft Parents were guilty of Re¬ 
bellion againft their Maker, the loft all Right to the 
valuable rrodudtions of Nature. This, indeed, was 
their Dowry originally fettled upon them; but by 
their Difloyalty is became confifcatcd.. Juftice feiz- 
ed upon their Inheritance, and Vengeance faid, 
Curfed be the Ground for your Sakes. Chrift, in 
this Exigency, immediately inferpofed; took off the 
Attainder, and reftored to poor Adam and his Poftc- 
rity, the precious Fruits of the Earth. Thefe Blef- 
lings, derived from Chrift’s Meditation, were very 
properly recognized at a. Wedding; becaufe, ftrait- 
way after the Marriage of the firft Couple, they were 
alienated and fequeftered. 

This, Sir, is a Way of expounding our Re¬ 
deemer’s Miracles, well worthy your Conlkleration, 
if Hot your Imitation. In this Light they appear, 
not barely fo many Witnefies of his being the 
Mcfliab, but fo many living Mirrours of his media¬ 
torial Mercies. In which we difeern a moft ex- 
preflive Figure of thofe fpiritual good Things, 
which we extremely want, and may fully enjoy 
through Jefus Chrift. — The marvellous Things 
.brought to pafsby the Agency of Prophets, Apoftks 
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and holy Men of old, were indifputable Vouchers 
for their being fcnt of God. But our Redeemer’s 
W orks had a farther Excellency,. and anfwered a 
diviner End. They held forth and presented, even 
to the Senfes, a moil ftriking Pattern, of thofe fpiri- 
tual Bleflings, which Sinners may enjoy through 
their Saviour. — Thus, when he cured the Man 
born blind: What did this fignify but his healing 
the Blindnefs of our Underftandings, and pouring 
the Day of his glorious Gofpel upon our internal 
Sight ?—When he made the poor Paralytic lfrong 
and vigorous, that was not able to turn himfelf on 
his Bed, or to ufe his Limbs; What a lively Em¬ 
blem was here, both of our Difeafe, and his fove- 
reign Help? Of our Difeafe, whereby we are ut¬ 
terly impotent to do a good Work, or think a good 
Thought: of his fovereign Help, whereby we are 
enabled to ’do ail Things, through Chrift {Lengthen¬ 
ing us; enabled to believe through his Grace, and to 
mortify our Corruptions through his Spirit.—Was 
not the filthy Leper, a true Picture of our Loath- 
fomenefs, through •original Defilement, and actual 
Tranfgreffions ? And when our Redeemer difdained 
not to touch this noifome Creature, and make him 
perfectly clean; how appofitely did this Image point 
out the Condefeenfion of his Goodnefs, in undertak¬ 
ing our Redemption ; and the Efficacy of Id's Blood, 
in accomplifhing our Purification?—I might go 
through the whole Series of our Lord’s Miracles, 
and dil'cover in them a moil fignificant and complete 
Portraiture of all Manner of fpiritual Bleflings.-— 
But the foregoing Inftances mall fuffice. From 
thefe Hints, wc may difeern an adorable Depth of 
Defign: uniearchable Trcafures of Contrivance, as 
well as Beneficence, in thofe Operations of his mighty 
Power. Which noble Peculiarity gives them a vaft 
Pre-eminence 'above all the Miracles in £;'ypt, and 
the Wonders in the Field of loan . Renders them 
O4 (« 
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(b many fine Reprefentations of the Deliverancet 
and Privileges, enjoyable through our ever bleffed 
Jmmanuel. In a Word, renders them a Kind of 
Gofpel that addrefles itfelf even to our Eyes; and fo 
molt wifely calculated, both to direct our Hopes, and 
ftrengthen our Faith, in the incarnate God. 

I am, 


LETTER LI. 

My V*ry dear Friend , 

VOUR laft found me on the recovering Hand; 

getting Strength and Spirits, though by flow 
Degrees. 

Soon after I received your Favour, a Meffenger 
came from London , bringing us the alarming News, 
that my youngeft Brother was extremely ill. My 
Father’s Bowels yearned, and his Heart bled; but 
the Infirmities of Age, and an unweildy Confuta¬ 
tion, hindered him from talcing “the Journey. Upon 
me, therefore, the Office fell. Feeble and languid 
as 1 was, there was no rejecting fuch a Call. Ac¬ 
cordingly, I took Coach, and iii two Days arrived 
fafe at London ; where I found my poor Brother (the 
Packer) feized with a moft violent Feyer. He was 
attended by two eminent Phyficiansi but they 

f roved vain Helpers, and miftfrable Comforters, 
“or a ccnfiderable Time, his Rout Conftitution 
ftruggled with the Difeafe, but at lait was forced tc> 
yield, was forced to drop in the dreadful Combat. 
After attending his fick Bed fpr feveral Days, I had 
the melancholy Talk of clofing hjs dear Eyes, and 
refigning him Op to Death. 

Ohfjthe Uncertainty of mortal Things? What is 
Health buf a glimmering Taper, that expires while 
jtibines; and is liable to be {.-xtinguifljed by every 

Mbtiox^ 



£ lo* 3 

Motion of the Air ? What is Strength, but a tender 
Bloffom, which is often withered in its fulleft Bloom; 
often blafted, even before it is blown ?—•Who could 
have thought, that 1 fhould furvive my Brother, and 
follow him to the Grave: I fickly and enervated. 
He always lively and vigorous. In flourtfhing Cir- 
cumftances, and bleft with Profperity in his Bulinefs ; 
but now removed to the dark, ina&ive, filent Tomb. 
Lately married to a beautiful and blooming Bride j 
but now everlaftingly divorced, and a Companion 
for creeping Things. 

Scarce was I returned to but another 

awful Providence fetched me from Home : My very 
worthy Phyfician, Dr. Stonhoufe , who lives and prac- 
tifes at Northampton , had the Misfortune to lofe an 
amiable and excellent Wife. She alfo was (hatched 
away in the Morning of Lite, (aged 25) and dead, 
before I fo much as heard of her being difordered. 
At this valuable Friend’s Houfe, I was tlelired to 
abide fome Time, in order to aflift in writing Let¬ 
ters for him, and difpatching his neceffary Affairs'; 
in comforting him concerning the Deceafed; and (if 
the Will of God be fo) in endeavouring to improve 
the awakening Vifitation to our mutual Good. 

You will furely fay, when you read this Account, 
that I have been in Deaths oft. Once upon the 
Borders of it myfclf, and more than once a Spe&ator 
of its Vi&ory over others. — However, my dear 
Friends, let us not be difmayed. Let no Man's , at 
leaft no Btlitver's Heart fail, becaufe of this King of 
Terrors. Though Thoufands fall befide us, though 
ten Thoufands expire at our right Hand, and though 
we ourfelves muft quickly give up the Ghoft j yet 
the Word is gone out of our great Redeemer’s 
Mouth, and it (hall not return.unfulfilled, I wiH 
fwallow up Death iq Victory. He ihall Hand at the 
letter Day upon the Earth; he (hall fay to the 
£«ve, givf ups and to the Sea, keep not backs 
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feleafe my Sons from your dark Confinement, and 
reftore my Daughters to their everlafting Father’s 
Arms.—Then, fhall we lead him captive, whofe 
Captives we were, and triumph eternally over this 
laft Enemy. In the mean time, let us lay all our 
Help, all our Guilt, upon the divine Author of our 
Faith, and Captain of our Salvation. So fliall we 
no longer be in Bondage, through Fear of Death; 
but, with the Saints of old, overcome through the 
Blood of the Lamb; overcome the Dread, even while 
we fink beneath the Stroke of this our mortal Foe. 
.V'What I wrote concerning a firm Faith in God’s 
«aoft precious Promifes, and an humble Truff, that 
We are the Objects of his tender Love, is what I defire 
to feel, rather than what I actually experience. 
Confiderations they are, with which I would ply my 
own Heart, in Hopes that they may be effectually 
fct Home by divine Grace; in Hopes, that they may 
become the happy Means of making me ftrong in 
Faith, and enabling me thereby to give Glory to 
God. 

Your Remarks on this infportant Point are ex¬ 
ceedingly judicious, and perfectly right. After 
which, it will be infignificant to my Friend, and 
look like Arrogance in his Correfpondent, to add, 
that they exactly coincide with my Sentiments. 

I do not doubt, but there are many dear Children 
of the blefled God, who are in a much better Con- 
ditionj with Regard to his Favour, than they can 
eafily be perfuaded to believe. Many fincerely 
Righteous, for whom Light is fown; many true¬ 
hearted, for whom joyful Gladnefs is prepared. 
Which, though latent in the Furrows of inward 
Tribulation, or opprefled under the Clods of mif- 
giving Fear®, fhall, in another World, fpring up 
with infinite Increafe, and yield an everlafting 
Harvcft. 

That 
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That humble Hope, mixed with Trembling, you 
have very pathetically dcfcribed, in the Breathings 
of a renewed Soul, panting after God; languifhing 
for the Tokens of his Love; ardently defiring the 
final Enjoyment of him in his heavenly Kingdom; 
and relying wholly on the meritorious Paffion, plead¬ 
ing nothing but the perfect Rightcoufnefs of Jcfus 
Chrift.—Happy, without all Peradventure, happy 
the Heart, in which fuch Affedtions habitually pre¬ 
vail. They are the Beginning of Heaven, and will 
certainly be completed in Glory. They conftitute 
a fignal Part of that Meetnefs for the Inheritance of 
Saints in Light, concerning which the Apoftle fpeafcs, 
and which is one of the l'ureft Evidences of our De¬ 
foliation to that purchafed Poffelhon. Chrift will 
in no wife, on no Confideration of paft Provocation, 
©r prefent Corruption, either for Weaknefs of Faith, 
or Want of Confidence, caft out fuch an one. Let 
not fuch an one queftion, but he, who has begun the 
good Work, will accomplifh it even unto the End. 

We fhould, however, as you mod pertinently ob- 
ferve, lament all the Remains of Unbelief, as a Mi- 
fery; repent of them, as a Sin; and labour to obtain 
a more affined Faith, both as our Duty, and our 
Felicity—The Direction for Prayer, you know, it, 
that we draw near in full Aflurance of Faith; and, 
whatfoever Things ye afk in Prayer, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye fhall have them,—The Tbef- 
Jalontans are commended for receiving the Gofpel 
with much Aflurance of Faith, Receiving the 
Gofpel,—What is meant by that Expreflion? Be¬ 
lieving, that the Apoftles were no Impoftors; that 
Jefus Chrift was the true Mefliah; and that his Doc¬ 
trine came from Heaven?—-This, and abundantly 
more. I apprehend, it implies—That Chrift died, 
not for Sins only in general, but for their Sins in 
particular; that he bore all their Iniquities, in his 
Own bleeding Body, and agonizing Sou], on the 

curfcd 
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eurfed Tree; that, all their Crimes being fully ex¬ 
piated, the moft rigorous Juftice would not demand 
a double Payment for the fame Debt; and confe- 
quently, that there remained no Condemnation for 
them.—This is the glad Tidings, to which they not 
only attended, and credited with a fpeculative Afient; 
but with a perfonal Application of it, each to his 
particular Cafe. And why fhould not we do the 
very fame?—I fhall only fubjoin further on this 
Head, what I take to be a very clear and accurate 
Explanation of the Apoftle’s celebrated Definition 
of Faith.—“ Faith is the Subftance of Things hoped 
“ for, the Evidence of Things not feen;” putting 
us into a kind of prefent Pofleffion of the Promifes, 
and fetiing divine Truths before the Mind in all the 
Light and Power of Demonftration. For this beau¬ 
tiful llluftration of the infpired Writer, I am obliged 
to an excellent Clergyman of this Neighbourhood ; 
who lately favoured us with an admirable V ifitation 
Sermon, and, for the Good of the Public, was pre¬ 
vailed on to print it.—You will give me Leave to 
clofe the Topic with a Diftih&ion, which I have 
fomewhere read, or on feme Occafion heard. A 
Diftin£tion, which, I think, properly adjufts the Cafe 
under Confideration; and fettles it, neither on a 
precarious, nor a difeouraging I due.—Many have 
the Faith, which bringeth Salvation, who have not 
that Faith, which produceth Affurance; but none 
have the former, who do not alpfte after, and en¬ 
deavour to poffefs the latter. 

On the whole, I heartily bcfeech the adorable and 
infinitely gracious Giver of every perfect Gift, to 
ftablifh, flrengthen, fettle us in the Faith of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift; that he would fulfill in us all the 
good rleafure-of his Will, and the Work of Faith 
with Power. And, I dare fay, we fhall often lift up 
our Hearts to our heavenly Father, and breathe out 
tbat ardent Petition, 4 * Lord, I believe j help thou 

“ mine 
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“ mine Unbelief!”—If we have fuch frequent Re¬ 
route to the overflowing and inexhauftible Foun¬ 
tain of all Good; if we add to our Prayers Medita¬ 
tion on the Merits of Jefus, and on the fure Word 
of Promife; our Faith will grow; the Grain of Muf- 
tard Seed will be quickened, and fhoot up into a 
Tree; the little Drop will become a Stream, and the 
Stream fpread into a River. The Waters, that 
ifl'ued from the San&uary were, at firlt, deep to the 
Ankles only; then they arofe to the Knees; foon 
they reached the Loins; and were afterwards Waters 
to fwim in. 

The Contemplations you are pleafed to inquire 
after, are, after long Delays, or a very flow Proce¬ 
dure of the Prefs, launched into the World. What 
may be their Fate, I dare not conjecture. Whe¬ 
ther, by the*general Difapprobation, they may be 
unfortunately becalmed; or, by the Severity oPCri- 
tics, may fplit on the Rocks of Cenfure; or, foun¬ 
dering through their own Unworthinefs, may fink in 
Oblivion; or, blefled Ijy a gracious Providence, may 
gain the Haven of public Acceptance, and import 
thofe tnoft valuable Commodities, Pleafure, which 
improves, and Improvement, which delights. When 
they reach your Parts, be fo good, dear Sir, as to 
perufe them, firft with the humble Child-like Spirit 
of a Chriftian, who leeks religious Advantage in all, 
that he reads : Next, with the candid Rigour of a 
Friend, faying, as you proceed. Here his Thoughts 
are redundant,and want the Pruning-knife; there they 
are deficient, and call for the Grafter’s Hand; here 
the Language is obfeure, and Perfpicuity is the only 
Remedy; there it is inexpreffive, and muft be ren¬ 
dered more nervous, in .order to reach the Judgment, 
or ftrike the Paffions.—Above all, let me beg of you 
to implore a Bleifing from the moft high God, both 
upon the Author and his Piece; that the one may be 

f Monu- 
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rMonumcnt of divine Mercy, the other a polilhed 
Shaft in the great Immanuel's Quiver. 

Should not a Senfe of his Love make us more 
ardently defirous of bringing others to partake of 
that everlafting Blifs, which we humbly expe£t as 
our final Portion; and of which fome Foretaftes 
have been indulged, even in our prefent State? 
Should we not be ftirred up, with greater Afliduity 
and Love, to warn every Man, and exhort every 
Man, that they alfo may be prefented perfect in 
Chrift, and live forever in the Light of his Counte¬ 
nance ?—The Book I mentioned formerly, and took 
Leave to recommend, {hall be lent. 1 have fet it 
apart aJfc Prefent for my dear Friend; and whether 
my Life *be prolonged, or my Death haftened, neither 
of thefe C||*pmftances (hall make any Alteration in 
my Defign^ Only let me defire you, in your next, 
to g!ve me once more the proper Directions for 
conveying it to you. For, fome Way or other, in 
my late unfettled State, I have miflaid your Letter. 
—-Pleafe to prefent my Thank' - , to Mrs. * * * for her 
kind Willies, and tell her, that they are, and fhall be 
molt cordially returned by, her and your moll faith¬ 
ful and affectionate Friend, £SV. 


LETTER LII. 


Rev. and dear Sir , June 2, 1741* 

pAN you accept the Will for the Deed? It was 
in my Heart, long before this, to have made 

S >u my belt Acknowledgements. And not in my 
eart only, but actually attempted. In Buckingham- 
jhxre \ remembered my kind and obliging Friend, 
and was with Delight fet down to give Vent to mv- 
grateful Thoughts. But Company on a fudden 
coming In, arretted my Pen; and engaging me till I 

re- 
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returned from that Place, prevented the Execution 
of my Defign. Now, Sir, my heartieft Thanks for 
your welcome Afliftance, defire your Acceptance. 
And if the utmoft Sincerity can atone for the Delay, 
my confcious Heart allures me, they will not be 
rejected.—My Father is wonderfully recovered. 
Had he lived in the Times of Superftition, for ought 
I know, his uncommon Difordcr might have been 
aferibed to Witchcraft, and his fpeedy Recovery 
parted current for a Miracle. The Grave feemed 
to have opened her Mouth for him. We thought 
him to be on the very Brink of Death. 

Qntvn pesrte furvee Regna Proferpinee-, 

Et judicantem viderit /Eacum , 

Sedefque deferiptas Piorum ! 

But now God has turned, and refrefhfahira} yea, 
and brought him from the Deep of the Earth again. 
He lives and regains his Strength daily. Laft Sunday 
he read Prayers in his Church, and intends next 
Sunday to fill the Pulpit. 

Mrs. * * *, I hope, is very well; to whom I beg my 
humble Service may be acceptable. Your dear little 
ones too, the Olive-plants about your Table, I truft 
are in a flourilhing State. May the good Lord ful»- 
fill his precious Promifc to them, and the Children 
of your honoured Neighbour. May he pour his- 
Spirit upon your Seed, and his Bleffing upon your 
Oilspring, that they may grow up (in Knowledge 
and Grace) as Willows by the Water-courfes.—I 
am juft now going to our Vifitation, held at North¬ 
ampton. I lhall appear as a Stranger in our Jeru- ' 
falemf knowing few, and known by fewer. Me- 
think, there’s fomething augull and venerable in 
Meeting of the Clergy; efpecially, if one looks upon 
them as fo many Agents for the invilible God, and 
Envoys from the Court of Heaven. I hope to b* 
6 put 
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put in Mind of that awful Day, when the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, and Biihop 
of Souls, will make his Entrance in the Clouds of 
Heaven. Then, at that great, final, and decifive 
Entrance, may my dear Friend receive the Appro¬ 
bation of his Judge. Maybe then be rewarded for his 
kind Offices to myfelf and others, in everlafting Ho¬ 
nour and Joy. 

I am, ‘Ac. 


LETTER LIII. 

Dea^ Mr. * *, Wcjion-Favell, Aug. 8, 174^ 

T Oughjito take Shame to myfelf, for fuffering fo 
-*• kind s^wter, received from fo valuable a Friend, 
to remain ro long unanfwered. Upon no other 
Confideration, than that of my enfeebled and lan- 
guifhing Conftitution, can 1 excufe myfelf, or hope 
for your Pardon. My Health is continually upon 
the Decline, and the Springs of Life are all relaxing. 
M Mine Age is departing, and removing from me as 
“ a Shepherd’s Tent.” Medicine is baffled; and 
my Phyhcian, Dr. Stonhauje , who is a dear Friend to 
his Patient, and a Lover of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
pities, but cannot fuccour me. This Bleffing, how¬ 
ever, together with a Multitude of others, the divine 
Goodnefs vouchfafes, to gild the Gloom of decay¬ 
ing Nature. That I am racked with no Pain, and 
enjoy the free undifturbed Exercife of my Under- 
ftanaing. 

. I am much obliged to you for carrying my Mef- 
fage to the Abbey with Jo much Speed, and cdhvey- 
ing to me, with equal Difpatch, a fatisfaftory Anfwer. 
When you vifit the worthy Family again, be pleafed, 
, after prefenting my affectionate Compliments, and 
moft cordial good Wifhes, to inform Mrs. * * *, that 

my 
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Contemplations on the Night and Starry Heavens 
are Cent to the Prefs, and after fome Corrections 
made in the Dedication, addreffed to my Godfon, 
Mr. Orchard. It is my humble Requeft to him, and 
my earned Prayer to God, that he may regard it, not 
merely as a complimentary Form, but as the ferious 
and pathet.c Advice, of his Father's intimate Ac¬ 
quaintance, and his Soul's fincere Friend. Who, in 
all Probability, will be cut off from every other Op¬ 
portunity of fulfilling his facred Engagements, and 
admoniming him of whatever a Chridian ought to 
know ami believe to his Soul's Health. 

I forgot, whether I told you, that the laft Work 
will be divided into two Parts; will be full as large 
as the two fird Letters; and therefore the whole 
will be difpofed into two fmall Pocket Volumes, on 
a very neat Paper, with an elegant Typ% in Duode¬ 
cimo. But a convenient Number of the new Efl'ays 
will be printed in the Octavo Size and Character, 
for the Satisfaction of tliofe who purchafed the for¬ 
mer Edition, and may poflibly be willing to complete 
their Kook.—It was*a confiderable Time,, before I 
could think of a Title for the laft Pieces, that fuited 
their Nature, and exprefled their Defign. At length, 
1 have determined to ftyle them, Contemplations on the 
AT/;/, and Contemplations on the Starry Heavens. 

Now I apprehend myfelf to be near the Clofc of 
Life, and Band, as it were, on the Brink of the 
Grave, with Eternity full in my View, perhaps, my 
dear Friend would be willing to know my Senti¬ 
ments of Things in this awful Situation. At fuch 
a Juncture, the Mind is molt unprejudiced, and the 
Judgment not fo liable to be dazzled by the Glitter 
of worldly ObjeCts. 

I think then, dear Sir, that we are extremely mif- 
taken, and fuftain a mighty Lofs in our mod impor¬ 
tant Interefts, to reading fo much, and prosing fo 
little. Was I t®enjoy Hezekiab' s Grant, and have 
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fifteen Years added to my Life, I would be much 
mor <5 frequent in my Applications to the Throne of 
Grace. I have read of a Perfon,who was often retir¬ 
ed and on his Knces,was remarkableforhis Frequency 
and Fervency in Devotion; being afked the Rcafon 
of this fo Angular a Behaviour, he replied, Becaule I 
am llnfible 1 mult die. I allure you, dear Mr. * * *, 

I feel the Weight of this Anfwcr; 1 fee the Wii'dom 
of this Procedure; and, was my Span to be length¬ 
ened, would endeavour always to remember the one, 
and daily to imitate the other. 

I think alfo, we fail in our Duty, and thwart our 
Comfort, by ftudying God’s holy fVord no more. I 
have, for my Part, been too fond of reading every 
Thing elegant and valuable, that has been penned in 
our own Language ; and been particularly charmed 
with the Hiftorians, Orators, and Poets pf Antiquity. 
But was I to renew my Studies, I would take my 
Leave of thofe accompli fired Trifles. 1 would re- 
iign the Delights of modern Wit, Amufcment, and 
i.ioquejrce, and devote my Attention to the Scrip- 
tmes df Truth. I would fit with much greater Af- 
liduity, at my divine Mailer’s Feet, and defire to 
know nothing hut Jefus Chrilf, and him crucified. 
This Wifdom, whole Fruits are Peace in Life, Con- 
iblation in Death, and evcrlalting Salvation after 
•Death; this I would trace, this I would feck, this I 
'would explore, through the fpacious and delightful 
Fields of the Old and NewTcftament. In Ihort, I 
would adopt the Apoftle’s Refolution, and give my- 
fell * (irpcrxyf,[fuir,v) to Prayer, and to the W ord. • 

With Regard to my public Miniftry, my chief 
Aim Ihould be, to beget in my People’s Minds a 
deep Senfe of their depraved, guilty, undone Con¬ 
dition ; and a cleat believing Conviction of the Ail- 
luificicncy of Chrift, by his Blood, bis Rightcoufncl’3, 


his 
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his Interceffion, and his Spirit to fare them to the 
uttcrmoft. I would always obferve, to labour for 
them in my Clofet, as well as in the Pulpit-, and 
wreftle in fecret Supplication, as well as to exert my- 
felf in public Preaching , for their fpiritual and eternal 
Welfare. For unlel's God take this Work into his 
own Hand, what Mortal is fufficient for thefe 
Things. 

. Now, perhaps, if you fat at my right Hand, you 
Kvould afk, “ What is my Hope with regard to my 
“ future and immortal State?” Truly, my Hope, 
my wliSlfck Hope, is even in the Lord Redeemer. 
Should the King of Terrors threaten, I fly to the 
Wounds of the flaughtered Lamb, as the trembling 
Dove to the Clefts of the Rock. Should Satan ac- 
cufe, I plead the Surety of the Covenant, who took 
my Guilt upon himfelf, and bore my Sins in his own 
Body on the Tree. Should the Law denounce a 
Curfe, I appeal to him who hung on the accurfed 
Tree, on Purpofe that all the Nations of the Earth 
might be blefled. SJiould Hell open its Jaws, and 
demand its Prey, I look up to that gracious Being, 
who fays. Deliver him from going; down into the 
Pit, for I have found a Ranfom. Should it be faid, 
no unclean Thing can enter into Heaven; my Anfwer 
is, the Blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all Sin 1 ; 
“ though my Sins be as Scarlet, through this Blood 
“ they fhall be as white as Snow.” Should it be 
added, none can fit down at the Supper of the 
I^mb, without a Wedding-Garment, and your 
Righteoufnefles, what are they before the pure Law, 
and piercing Eye of (Jod, but filthy Rags ? Thefe I 
renounce, and feeLtol^e found in Chrift Jefus, who 
is the Lord my fwhteouftiefs. It is written in the 
Word that is to jiBfee th^World at the laft Day, 
“ By his Obediencefhall many be made righteous.” 

So that Jefus,tthe dear and adoraMk Jenis, is all 
my Trull. His Merits are my Staff, when I pafc 
P 2 through 



C 2*2 1 ' 

through the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Ffts 
Merits are my Anchor, when I launch into the 
boundlefs Ocean of Eternity. His Merits are the 
only Riches which my poor Soul, when ftript of its 
Body, defires to carry into the invifible World* 
If the God of Glory pleafes to take Notice of any 
mean Endeavours to honour his holy Name, it will 
he infinite Condefcenfion and Grace, but his Son, 
his righteous and fuffering Son, is all my Hope, and 
all my Salvation. Dear Sir, pray for me, that the 
weaker I grow in Body, the ftronger I may become 
in this precious Faith. May the choicut Blejjings 
attend you and your’s: A Letter would revive Him, 
who is 

Much your’s, tefc. 

1 ’. S. tc Though the Days are come upon me, 
“ in which I have Reafon to fay of worldly Things, 
“ I have no Plcafurc in them; yet I find a fccret Sa- 
“ tisfaction in this Confideration, that you, my 
“ dear Friend, and to others of my candid Acquaint- 
“ ance, I may be permitted, even when dead, to 
“ fpeak in my little Treatifes; may they, when the 
“ Author is gone hence, never to be feen in thefe 
“ Regions below, Oh! may they tellify with lbmc 
“ (mail Degree of Efficacy, concerning Jefus, that 
“ jult one; may they fan the Flame of Love to his 
“ Ferfon, and iilengthen the Principle of Faith m 
“ his Merits!—Once more, dear Sir, adieu.” 


L E T TER LIV. 

My very dear Friend, IVejion - Favell, Aug . 18,1748. 

J Received your Letter, full of Tendernefs, and fuf 
of i^pty laft Night. The verv firft Thing I appl) 
ntyfd^b, tms Morning, is tqjpcknowledge you> 
Favour, and coxifefsmy own Nagligence.—But yoin 

affe&io- 
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.iffe&iooate Heart will pity, rather tbaj^lame me, 
when I inform you, that a Relapfe into Difordcr- 
of which I was never thoroughly curedMas brought 
me very low. Infomuch, that I am lmable, either 
to difcharge the Duties of Life, or to anfwer the 
Demands of Friendfhip. I have not been capable 
of preaching, for feveral Sundays. Pyrmont Water, 
A.fl'es Milk, and fuch Kind of Reftoratives, I try, but 
try in vain.—A great while ago, I had begun a very 

t ong Letter to my ever efteemed Mr. * * *. In this 
" propofed candidly to reprefent the Reafons of my 
Belieff~>^th regard to the final Perfeverancc of'the 
true Believer. But Weaknefs of Spirits, and its 
never-failing Concomitant, Imbecillity of Thought, 
obliged me to defift. In the new Edition of my 
Meditations , a Note is added on this Subjecf, de¬ 
claring, Thst I am far from maintaining it, as cilen- 
tial to Chriflianity, or necefiaryto Salvation, &c .— 
Where 1 fay, What Infidels are we in Fail: ? My 
Meaning is, that we are all, in fome Meafure, 
chargeable with practical Infidelity; as we are all in 
fome Degree carnal* in fome Degree finful, while 
we continue in this mortal Body. Confidering the 
infinite Veracity, and unchangeable Faithfulnefs of 
the bleffed God, the moil: exalted Saints have too 
much Caufe to lament their Deficiency in Point of 
Faith, and cverm.ore to cry out. Lord, help our Un¬ 
belief! 

An humble, well grounded AiTurance of our Re, 
Conciliation to God, is an unfpeakably precious 
Bie&ing. It is what all fiiould feek, and many have 
attained. A Gentleman told me, a few Days ago*. 
That though Ji.e was often foliated to fin, often de-' 
filed with Corruption, yet he had no Manner of 
Doubt concerning his everlafting Salvation, ft jr 
thefe twenty Years, On trying Occafions, that 
feemed to endanger his final Happinefs, he fled, I ' 
prefume, to the Fountain opened for Sin amf In- 
P 3 ckannefs. 
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,*leanncfs. He viewed by Faith, the infinite, (Oh 
tranfporting Truth!) the infinite Satisfaction, made 
by the bleeding Immanuel ; and could not but con¬ 
fide, that a divine Expiation was more powerful to 
fave, than all paft Sins or prefent Infirmities to de- 
ftroy. This is the White Stone, of which Job was 
happily poflefled : I know that my Redeemer liveth; 
and this fweet Confidence fupported him under all 
his Tribulations. This is that Earneft of the Spirit 
in our hearts, of which St. Paul makes Mention^ 
and With which he was endued: “We know, that 
“ if our earthly Houfe of this Tabernacir' be dif- 
“ folved, we have a Building of God, an Houfe not 
“ made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens.” And, 
in the full Affurance of this blefled Hop', may you, 
my dear Friend, be every Day more and more efta- 
blifhed, ftrengthened,fettled! 

If, at any Time, I am favoured with this heavenly 
Gift, it is derived from fuch comfortable Scriptures: 
The Son of the moft High came into the World, to 
five Sinners: He died, the Juft for the Unjuft: He 
poured out his Soul for Tran'fgreffors. And fince 
you and I know ourfelves to be Sinners, Unjuft, 
Tranfgieffors, why fhould we not take to ourfelves 
the Comfort here offered for our Acceptance ? Why 
fhould we not make Ufe of the Privilege, here con- 
figned over to our Enjoyment, and claim the Legacy, 
in thefe Claufes of our dying Maftcr’s Teftament, 
moft evidently bequeathed to our Souls? To found 
our Expc&ations on this Bottom, will be a Means 
both of humbling and exalting us; of filling us with 
Shame, and filling us with Hope; that we 
may abhor ourfelves, and yet rejoice in God 
our Saviour. — Many build their Hopes upon their 
religious Duties, and righteous Deeds; fuch a 
Building muft unavoidably be fhaken by every 
Temptation, and fapped by every working of Cor¬ 
rupts n, Thefe are, in no wife, the Foundation, but 
Evidences rather that vve are fixed on it. For, my 
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fart, when I can cxercife a Grace, or perform a 
Duty, that^s dcbafed' by no Imperfection, mingled 
with no Corruption, then I will truft on Self-Righ- 
leoufnefs.r But till then, I muft be very unreafon- 
able, if I do not rely on my illuftrious Surety; fly to 
the Ark of his Wounds, and make Mention of his 
Righteoufnefs only . This is all-fufficient; and never, 
never faileth thole, that truji in it. 

You are not ignorant of my Sentiments, with 
Regard to our diflenting Brethren. Are we not all 
Uevoted to the fame fupreme Lord ? Do we not all 
rely <ja,the Merits of the fame glorious Redeemer? 
By proving the fame Faith, the fame Doctrine 
which is according to Godlinefs, we are incorporated 
into the »me myftical Body. And how ftrange, 
how unnatural would it be, if the Head ftould be 
averfe to tlje Brcaft, or the Hands inveterately pre¬ 
judiced againft the Feet, only becaufe the one is ha¬ 
bited fomewhat differently from the others ? Though 
1 am fteady in my Attachment to the eftabliflied 
Church, I would have a Right-hand of Fellowlhip, 
and a Heart of Love, ever ready, ever open, for all 
the upright evangelical Diffenters.—I thank you for 
the News you fent, it is impoflible for me to pay you 
in Kind.—Make my mofr refpe&ful Compliments 
acceptable to worthy Mr. * * *; 1 had agreed to wait 
upon him, when I was in Town, but my Brother’s 
Illnefs growing worfe, and foon proving fatal, de¬ 
prived me of this Pleafure, and fent me Home to 
attend his Corpfe with Sorrow to the Grave.—I 
hope, you will be pleafed with Archbifhop Leighton s 
Works; and I heartily pray, that they may be 
abundantly bleffed to both our Souls.—I fincerely- 
commiferate poor Mifs £>***’« Cafe. Defpair is 
indeed a fiery Dart* of the Devil; but, blefled be 
Sovereign Goodncfs, there is a Remedy againft this 
Malady. The Ifraelitcs, though wounded by the ' 
deadly Serpents, looked to the brazen Type hung 

P 4 upon 
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upon the Pole, and found a certain Cure. Anti 
though we are flung by a Senfe of Guilt, and almoft 
perilhing in extreme Defpondency; yet let us turn 
our Eye to him, who was lifted up on the Crofs, and 
we mall be whole. He, who was gafhed with 
Wounds, and covered with Blood; was pierced with 
Irons, and ftabbed to the Heart; he is our Medicine, 
our Recovery, our Life. By his Stripes we are 
healed. Oh! let us look unto him , —from the 
Depths of Diftrefs, as well as from the Ends of th,p 
Earth, look unto him , and be faved.—My Paper 
admonilhes me to have done; but I cannot/i'oftilude, 
without alluring you, that I love you mat affectio¬ 
nately;—fo long as Life and Underftaitding lalt, 
fhall pray for you among my choiceft Friends;—and 
hope, when this tranfitory Scene of Things is at an 
End, to be, itt Bonds of nobler Friendlhip, and ten¬ 
derer Endearment, 

Ever, ever, your’s, bV. 

L E T T E R LV. 

Wejlon-FavdlJuly 29,1749. 

'"THANKS to my dear Friend, for his welcome 
■*. Letter: It imparted Joy to my Heart; and 
having 'com rpunicated Pleafure to our Family, is 
gone (Part of it I mean) to make glad your Chil¬ 
dren and your Friends‘at Northampton .—I mult 
confefs, I never was fo much dilheartened at your 
Diforder, as many others were, even though the 
Phyficians themfelves had given you over; and 
though I have been often accofted by fome of your 
cordial Well-wifhers, with fuch faddening Addrefles; 
“ I am forty, Sir, to hear that Dr. Stonhoufe is gone 
“ to Br'jhX without any Likelihood of returning 
“ alive.”—I really believe, that God has fome fignal 
Work for you to do. He, that has fnatched the 

Brand 
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Bftmd from the Fire, and made it apoliflied Shaft in 
his Quiver, will not, I perfuade myfelf, fo foon caft 
it away, or break it to Pieces. I have a ftrong 
Prcfagc, that Almighty Goodnefs will continue you, 
as an Inftrument to glorify his Son Jefus Chrift, and 
to turn many to Righteoufnefs, Years and Years 
after I am gone hence, and foen no more.—-And I 
blefs, together with you, his holy Name, for con¬ 
firming fo far my Apprehenfions, as to begin the 
Work of your Recovery from fo deplorable an 
Ilmeft. May he do in this Cafe, as he will in the 
more jrrr t .'Sirtant Affair of our eternal Salvation, 
thoroughly Sccomplilh what he has graciouflybegun! 

Your Family is in Profperity: Your Olive-Plants 
thrive, and sre glofly with Health. I afked Sally, 
Where her rapa was, and how he did ? And her 
pretty little »Lips lifped, very bad, and gone to 
Brijlol. Think, my Friend, when you remember 
thofe fweet and engaging Children,—think on that 
delightful Promife in Scripture; Can a Mother for¬ 
get her fucking Child ? yea, (he may forget, yet will 
not I forget Thee, ljaiab xlix. 15. 

From my Heart I pity your Sufferings: But if I 
pity your Diftrefs, with what infinitely more tender 
Companion are you regarded by your heavenly Fa¬ 
ther ! By him, who faid in the Multitude of his 
Mercies,—“ My Son lhall bleed, that you may be 
“ healed. My only Son lhall die, that you may live 
“ for evermore: May this Blood, thus (bed for you, 
5‘ preferve your Body and Soul to everlafting Life.’* 
—I hope, you wiH be enabled to caft your Burden 
upon the Lord, and refign yourfelf wholly to his 
wife Difpofal; and, doubtlefs, you will experience to 
your Comfort, that he has the Bowels of a Father to 
commifcratc, and the Arm of Omnipotence to 
fuccour. 

A Paffage in the Epiftle to the Colojftans, which 
I. read this very Day, (viz. Chap. i. ver. jri.) Is 
4 extremdy 
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extremely pertinent to your Cafe, and what I flull 
frequently pray, may be fulfilled to your great Confo- 
Jation,—That you may be ftrengthened with all 
Might, according to his glorious Power, unto all 
Patience, and Long-fuffering, with Joyfulnefs.—If 
you Ihould live to give me an Hour’s Converfation, 
this Verfe, and the preceding, would furnifh us with 
a moil pleafing and improving Subject of Difcourfe. 
The Concifenefs, the Propriety, the Energy of the 
infpired Supplications, is admirable. But I mut 
wave fuch Remarks, left I fend you a Preachment, 
jnftead of an Epiftle, \ ’ 

I heard you condemned the other Da& in a large 
Company, and indeed treated with a malignant Se¬ 
verity, about an Affair, in which, tc my certain 
Knowledge, you had a died with gre^'t Generofity. 
I explained, to the Confufion of the Relator, all 
thofe Circumftances, which he had fo grofsly mifre- 
prefented; and then I quoted the Remark of Mr. 
Richardfon , in his ClariJJa, viz. ‘‘ That difficult 
“ Situations (like your’s) make feeming.Occafions 
“ of Cenfure unavoidable: And that, where the 
“ Reputation of another, (efpecially of a Man of 
u Character) is concerned, we ihould never be in 
Hafte to cenfure, or to judge peremptorily onfirft 
Surmifcs.” Audi alteram partem, is always my 
Rule. It is out Duty to ufe Circumfpc&ion; and 
to be upon our Guard to cut off Occafion from 
thofe, who feek Occafion to mifreprefent and injure 
us: After this Precaution, we ihould not be too 
folicitous about the Clamours of the malevolent, 
and the unthinking.—May the God of Wifdom 
give us that Prudence, which is profitable to diredl! 
And then 

Confcia Mens ReP.i Famee Mendncia ridet. 

This was the Heathens Cure for the Woundjf of 
Defamation j this their Armour againft thofe kceneft^ 
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oV Arrows, bitter Words. But fee in this, as well 
as in every other Inftance, the noble Superiority of 
the Chriftian Scheme! Being defamed, we blefs, 
fays the Apoftlc. Pray for them, that defpitefully 
u(e you, fays his divine Mailer. This not only 
baffles, but more than triumphs over the Efforts of 
Malice; and brings an Increafe of Virtue, confe- 
(picjitly of Happinefs, even from the Poifon of Ma¬ 
lignity, and the Gall of Mifery. 

V The Bilhop has been at Northampton , and his 
Cffanre turned upon the Study of the Scriptures j 
whicn^re ■sffl'ciSlionately recommended, and forcibly 
urged. 'l\ere was fomething omitted, which 1 
could not lut wifh had been reprefented, and en¬ 
forced. HcVvcver, in the main, it was excellent, 
and what I lmould rejoice to have reduced to univer- 
fal Practice. I Our dear Friend, Mr. * * *, fpied the 
Defect I hint at; and when his mealy-mouthed 
Companion would not indeed have concealed it, but 
rather have enlarged upon what was valuable,— 
“ Truly, fays he, I do not fee, why we lhould not 
“ fpeak boldly; and b*ear our Teftimony, though it 
“ make the Ears of the Hearers to tingle.” He is 
cut out for a Champion in the Caufe of our bleffed 
Lord; very fenfible, and much of the Gentleman; 
bold too as a Lion, he breathes Defiance againft the 
World and Hell. Confiding in his Almighty Mailer, 
he fears neither the Scourge of the Tongue, nor the 
Pomp of Power. 

Pjeafe to prefent my affedlionate Compliments to 
Mr. C* * * and to Mr. G * * *. I need not folicit 
a Place in their or your daily Interceflions, becaufe l 
am perfuaded neither of you can withhold fo needful 
a Piece of Charity. Accept my bell Wilhes, to 
which I join my earncll Prayers, for your Health, 
y|gF Comfort, and Happinefs, and believe me, as I 
pay dear Dodtor, 

Your truly affedlionate Friend, 

James H e r v e r. 

LET- 
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LETTER LVI. 

Wejlon-Favell, Aug. 30, 1749. 

\X 7 E have fecn marvellous Things to Day, faid 
* ’ the People of old j and I may truly fay, I have 
read marvellous Tidings this Evening. What! is 
* * become a ferious and zealous Preacher ? He thqy 
fo often filled the Scorner’s Chair, is he transformed 
into a ftrenuous Advocate for the Gofpel,jind a de¬ 
voted Champion .of Chrift ? Never, fur/iy, was the 
Prophet’s Exclamation more ltaSna^le, Grace! 
Grace! Zecb. iv. 7. How fovereign its Power! 
How fuperabundant its Riches! j. 

I heartily congratulate you, my de; r Friend, my 
very dear Brother I muff call you now, on this 
Change. And I thank Chrift Jefus our Lord, that 
he hath counted you faithful, putting you into the 
Miniftry.—I think the Haxid of Providence, in con¬ 
ducting this Affair, is very vifible, and much to be 
regarded. Which muft give you no fmall Satisfac¬ 
tion, and tend to work, not the Spirit of Fear, but 
of Love, and of Faith, and of a found Mind. 

How honourable is your new Otiice! To be an 
Envoy from the King of Heaven!—How delightful 
your Province! To be continually converfant in the 
glorious Truths of the Gofpel, and the unfearchablc 
Riches of Chrift !—How truly gainful your Bufinefs! 
To win Souls; this is indeed— tern^a t{ cut —an ever- 
lafting Pofleffion.—And how illuftrious the Reward, 
promifed to your faithful Service! When the chief 
Shepherd {hall appear, you fhall receive a Crown of 
Gjory, that fadeth not away. 

May we clearly difeern, and never forget, what a 
Mafter we ferve!—So glorious, that all the Anifels 
of Light adore him:—So gracious, that he fpilt^ts 

Bloo^* 
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Blood, even for his Enemies:—So mighty, that he 
has all Power in Heaven and on Earth:—So faithful, 
that Heaven and Earth may pafs away, much fooner 
than one Jot or Tittle of his Word fail. And what 
is his Word, what his Engagement to his Minifters? 
LO I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS. I write it 


in Capitals, becaufe I wifli, it may be written in our 
Hearts.—Go forth, my dear Friend, in the Strength 
of this Word; and, verily, you (hall not be con- 
IWinded. Plead with your great Lord, plead for 
theS&ccomplifhment of this Word, and the Gofpel 
ihall jJWper in your Hand. In every Exercife of 
your minifftrial Duty, aft an humble Faith on this 
wonderful Word, and the Heart of Stone fhall feel, 
the Poweraof Hell fall.—Would to God I had 
Health and iStrength, I would carneflly pray for 
Grace, thatG might join, vigoroufly join, in this 
good Warfare, But you know, I am like a bleed¬ 
ing, difabled Soldier, and only not (lain. I hope, 
however, I fhall rejoice to fee mv Comrades routing 
the Foe, and reaping^their Laurels. Rejoice to fee 
them go on, conquering and to conquer; though no 
longer able to {hare, tithe: in the Toils or the 
Triumphs of the Day. 

I believe, it will be no very cafy Matter to pro¬ 
cure a Curate, fuch as you will like; at leaft, nofuch 
offers to my Obfervation.—I heartily wifh your va¬ 
luable FriendMr. * * *, that Faith in the all-aton¬ 


ing Blood of the Lamb, and that Comfort in the 
Communications of his Spirit, which may fweetly 
Outbalance the Weight of any Sorrow, and enable 
him to rejoice in Tribulation! 

Remember, now you are a Minifter of God, that 
your Tongue is to be a Well of Life: You are to 
believe in Chrift, daily to cherifh your Faith in 
Jefus, that out of your Heart may flow Rivers of 
living Waters. Such Tides of heavenly and healing 

Truths, 
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Truths, as may refrefli the feinting Soul, and ani¬ 
mate its feeble Graces. 

Pleafe to prefent my affectionate Compliments to 

Mr. C - , and Mr. S -; engage their Prayers 

to the Father of Companions in my Behalf; and 
when you yourfelf draw near to the Throne, through 
the Blood of the everlafting Covenant, fail not to 
remember , 

Dear Sir, 

Your’s fincerely, 

Your’s unalterably, 

James/ Hervey. 


LETTER LVII. 

My dear Friend, TVejlon-Favell, Sat. Evening. 

T HIS Morning I received your Parcel, with a 
Ticket full of the Affedion of your Heart, and 
Sprightlinefs of your Temper.—My Health lan- 
guifhes, but it is a fmgular Mercy that it is not tor¬ 
tured away by racking Pains.—I would do any 
Thing to repair my Conftitution, and prolong my 
Life; that, if it fltould pleafe the divine Providence 
to renew my Strength, I might devote it wholly to 
his Service, and be lefs unprofitable in my Genera¬ 
tion. But from what I feel, and yet cannot deferibe, 
1 have no Expedition of this Kind. 

I am highly delighted with Witfius » De Oeoonomia 
Feederum *, he is an Author exadly fuited to my 
.Tafte; fo perfpicuous, fo elegant, fo orthodox.—I 

* It has lately been tranflated into Englip. 

wiflt 
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wifli fuch a Treafure had fallen into my Hands, 
when I ftudied at the Univerfity. 

I like Mr. * * *’s Spirit, only wilt it was a little 
more evangelical. Let us fo adt our Rarts, as, fcfc. 
Might not Tully have faid the fame ? Has not Seneca 
faid as much ? Why fhould not Cbriji Jefus be the 
Foundation of our Hopes? Is it lefs rational, lefs 
comfortable, to fay with St. Paul, “ He that fpared 
“ not his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how 
“ fhall he not with him alfo, freely give us all 
“ '"Things?” 

I B^^tily pity our Staffordjbire Friend. — Chear 
him, fpeak comfortably to him, let not the Confide- 
ration of hi^Circumftances increafe the Depreffion 
of his SpiricB. We will never abandon him, nor 
fuffer him toVwant fo long as we have any thing 
ourfelves.—I|aid, we will not abandon'But how 
poor and cold the Confolation, arifing from this Suc¬ 
cour! What are we? Impotence, Mifery, Sin! I 
believe he loves the Lord jefus, flies for Refuge to- 
the Hope fet before him*, in the everlafting Righ- 
teoufnefs, and perfect Atonement of Cbriji. He may, 
therefore, boldly fay, and apply to himfelf thole glo¬ 
rious Promifes: “ 1 will never leave thee, nor for- 
“ fake thee.” “ 1 'he Lord is my Helper, and I 
“ will not fear what Man fhall do unto met.” 
Prefent my tender and affectionate Compliments to 
him. 

I am glad you have invited to your Houfe, that 
eminent Friend of God—and dear Friend of your’s, 
the Rev. Mr. * * * (for fuch I know he is:) In fo 
doing, you certainly act the to fWfGtf, and I cani\pt 
but think the n>«rfiwo>, even in the Judgment of the 
World.— Thus doing, you are in the Fafhion s for 
it is a reigning Maxim at Court, (the Court of the 
bleffed and only Potentate the King of Kings, and 

-WjHeb. vi. 18. f Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 

Lord 
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Lord of Lords,) “ Be not forgetful to entertain 
“ Strangers "—And can there be a more worthy 
Stranger ? Let the Elders that rule well, be counted 
worthy of double Honour, efpecially they who labour 
in the Word and Do£trine.—»You know who it is 
that fays of his faithful Minifters, “ He, that re- 
“' ceiveth you, receiveth me." 'Gracious and adored 
Redeemer! (hall we not receive thee into our Houfes, 
who, for our Sakes, hadft not where to lay thy blef- 
fcd Head! waft an Exile in Egypt, a PrifonCr at the 
Bar; a Corpfe in the Grave!—Pray for ipe,^tar 
Friend, that I may bow my poor Head in -dutiful 
Refignation to the divine Will; that I may biefs the 
Hand, and kifs the Rod that chaftife)i; and love 
the Lord, who takes away the Strength of my Body, 
but has given me the Blood of his Son. I befeech 
Mr. * * * to unite his Supplication w?:h your’s; for 
I am fearful, left I fhould difgrace the Gofpel in my 
languiihing Moments. 

Upon a repeated Review of the Hints you have 
wrote to promote the Caufe of Religion, I do not fee 
how to improve them; only exercife your Talent; 
ftir up the Gift of God by a zealous Ufe, and you 
yourfelf will be the befl Improver -of fuch Hints. 
Oh! let us work while the Day laft,s; the Judge is 
at the Door, and Eternity at Hand. May we watch, 
and pray always, that we may be found worthy to 
ftana before the Son of Man at his coming. 


I am ever, 

and molt affectionately your’s, 

Jambs Herviy. 


LE T- 



L aas ] 

LETTER LVHL 


Dear Sir, JPeJion-Favell, July 2J, 1749- 

r T*HE Favour you have done me, in preferring mo 
with Mr. Mafes Browne's, Works,'was far iiom 
my Expeftation. Pleafe to accept my beft Thanks 
for the Gift which, I dare fay, will, in the Perufal, 
prove perfectly agreeable, and not a little ufeful. 

f’! ope the divine Providence will give his Sunday 
Thoughts an extenfive Spread, and make them an In- 
ftrument <|f difFufmg the Savour of true Religion. 
Seldom, if ever, have I feen a Treatife, which pre- 
fents the Reader with fo full, yet concife a View ; fo 
agreeable, y|t ftriking a Pidture of true Chriftianity 
in its moil: important Articles, and molt d ill inguifh- 
ing Peculiarities. Though 1 am utterlyunacquaint- 
ed with the Author, I aflure myfeif he is no Novice 
in the facred School, and has more than a ftecufative 
Knowledge of the Gofoelj every Page difeovers 
Traces of an excellent Heart, that has itfelf experi¬ 
enced what the Mufe fings. 

lafn, &c. 


LETTER LIX. 

My Mar Friend, 

TAM quite aftwned to be found fo dilatory in ac- 
* knowledging your welcome Letter j made doubly 
valuable, by bringing with it thejjudicious Obferva- 
tion of Mr. * * Your late Favour has hinted a 
Confiderarion, which will always pafs for feme Ex¬ 
cafe with my compaUionate Friends j and which, fe 
long as ibis earthly Tabernacle is upheld from falling 
into the Dull, I Hull , always have to alledgg: X 
' y«i. I, Q,. mean. 
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mean, a very languid and difordered State of Body. 
And as I number you amongft my truly compaf- 
fionate Friends, I look upon myfelf to be acquitted, 
as foon as arraigned. 

I entirely agree with Mr. ***, in his Remarks on 
my Lord Bifhop’s well-meant and pathetic Letter. 
It is pity, and it is ftrange, that, in an earneft Ex¬ 
hortation to Repentance, no Regard fliould be had to 
Chrift Jcfus. Is it not his Gift to impotent Sinners, 
who is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
Repentance and Remiflion of Sins ?—Is not his pre¬ 
cious but bitter Paffion, the exciting Caufe of^;, an¬ 
gelical Repentance; according to the Teftimony of 
the Prophet, “ They fliall look on Himi whom they 
“ have pierced, and mourn:”—And cp our poor 
imperfect Repentance find Favour in 1 -he Sight of 
the Lord, unlefs it be accepted in the I^eloved ? 

I am as much pleafed with that ingenious Writer’s 
Obfervations on my own little Volumes. Let the 
Righteous finite me friendly, and reprove me. With 
Thankfulnefs I fliall receive, with Readinefs fubmit 
to Correction.—I am very f?r from thinking Mr. 
* * * a four Critic. On the contrary, I admire his 
Candour, in tranfmitting the Miftakes to the Author 
himfelf, am} not trumpeting them abroad to the 
Difcredit of the Work. I have fo high an Opinion 
of his Judgment, that if the Father of Lights fhould 
enable me to finifli the fmall Piece I am attempting, 
I fliould be extremely glad to have every Sheet pafs 
under the Correction of fo wife and penetrating an 
Obferver. 

'I'o call Sifera' s Mother a Midianitijh Lady, is a 
moft undoubted and palpable Blunder. If the divine 
Providence pleafes to give another Edition to the 
Book, it fliall certainly be altered. 

As to the Frontifpiece, there was great Doubt, 
whether T lhould have any at all. It was firft drawn 
With a dircCt Crucifix j (uch as is reprefented in the 

Rmijh 
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Eonujb Churches, and almoft idolized, I fear, by the 
Chriftians of that Communion. For this Rcaibn 
the Decoration, though fetched out by my very 
obliging Draughtfman, was wholly omitted in the 
fecond Edition. Then it was liiggefted, that a 
Piece of Machinery might fucceed; be equally ex- 
preflive, and yet unexceptionable; which is the Im¬ 
port of the prefent Figure; our Lord, not portrayed 
in the Window, nor exhibited in Imagery, but riung 
from the Spot, or miraculouily appearing in the 
Pfe;. 

Wrh Regard to mv calling tliofe Perfons, who 
took up Arpis againft King Charles I. Rebels; you 
know it is the avowed Tenet of the Church of Eng¬ 
land, and the declared Senfe of our Legifiators. If 
I was to altei; that Expreflion, efpccially fmee it has 
flood fo long, it might probably difguft Readers, who 
are in a contrary Way of thinking; at leaft it would 
give Occafion for Speculation, and ftir up the Em¬ 
bers of mutual Animofity, which, I hope, are now 
fleeping, and upon the # Point of being extinguilhed. 
For my Part, I look upon King Charles as one of the 
beft Men, that ever filled a Throne; and cl teem the 
Puritans as fome of the moft zealous Chriflians, that 
ever appeared in our Land. Inftead of inveighing 
againfl either, 1 would lament the Misfortune of 
both ; that, through fomc deplorable Mifmanagemcnt, 
they knew one another no better, and valued one 
another no more. Otherwise, how happy might 
they have been! They, in fo devout a Sovereign ; 
He, in fuch confcientious Subjects. 

IVafhing away Sins by Baptfm, is a fcriptural Ex¬ 
preflion: And now fays Ananias to the converted Per- 
fecutor, “ Why tarriejl thou? Arifs, arm be baptized., 

“ and wajh away thy Sins." Where, I i'uppofe, walk¬ 
ing with Water , witch is the Sign, is put for the Ap¬ 
plication of the Lamb’s Blood, which is the BUjjing 
Jigr.ed.—THs, I apprehend, extends to native 1 m pu- 
0.3 rity* 
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rity, as well as committed Iniquity, fince they both 
render us Children of Wrath. Not that it implies 
an Extirpation of original Corruption, but refers to 
its condemning Power; which is done away, when 
the atoning Merits of Chrift’s Death are applied and 
fealed to the Soul.—Upon the whole, I think the 
Expreflion is juftifiable. Yet, if Mr. * **’s Re- 
monftrance had come fooner, it fhould have been 
more explicit in its Meaning, and more guarded 
from Poffibility of Miftake. And was I called upon 
to explain my Sentiments, I fhould take Leave to 
borrow Mr. * * *’s Words. 

Pleafe to prefent my moft affe&ionate Compli¬ 
ments to him; and let him know, I acknowledge 
myfeif obliged to him, for his valuable Remarks j 
and fhall be {till more obliged, if hep pleafes fbgae- 
times to remember me in his effectual Jwlent 
Prayers, that I may, though weak in Bodyybedtrong 
in Faith; giving Glory, by a thankful Refignation, 
and comfortable Hope, to God our Saviour.—I hope, 
he intends to publilh his JDfcourfe upon the Cbrijlian 
Sabbath. I think, fuch a Treatife is not a little 
wanted. I have feen nothing upon the Subject, that 
has given me Satisfaction. 

Tranfmit my moft cordial AffeCtion to good Mr. 
* * *. I dearly love him, and rejoice in the Expec¬ 
tation of meeting him, in the everlafting Kingdom 
of our glorious Redeemer. How inconfiderable, 
what a perfect nothing, is the Difference of preach¬ 
ing in a Cleat, or in a Gown, fmee we both hold the 
Head, both are united to the fame Saviour, and have 
Accel's by the fame Spirit to the Father. I allure 
hitn his Name has been conftantly mentioned in my 
popr interceffions, ever fince he favoured me with 
his friendly and edifying. Letter. Tell him I am 
-making fomc faint Attempts to recommend to the 
"World a DoCtrine, which » Mufic to his Ears, and 
better titan a Cordial to hts Heart: The Righteouf- 
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nefs of Immanuel, freely imputed to wretched Sin¬ 
ners, for their complete J uftification, and everlaff- 
ing Acceptance. I would alfo reprefent, in an 
amiable and endearing Light, that other precious 
Privilege of the Gofpel, Sanctification of our Hearts, 
and Newnefs of Life, through the Power of the 
blefled Spirit; and give, if the Lord fhould enable, a 
pleafing Picture of Death , (tripped of his Honours, 
and appearing as an U/her, commiffioned by the 
Court of Heaven, to introduce us before the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth. Befeech my worthy 
Friend to aflift me with his Prayers, to the Father 
of Mercies, and Fountain of Light, that if I write, 
it may not be I, but the Spirit of the Lord Jefus, 
that writetb by me, enabling Blindnefs itfelf to find 
on* acceptable Words, and to hit the Avenues of 
Pleftfure and Conviction. 

I am glad to hear that the fecond Part of Sunday 
Thoughts is come abroad. Pray do not fail to let 
Mr. Riuington have fix Setts for me before Thurfday 
Morning; becaufe he has another Parcel to transmit 
to me this Week, in which thofe may with Conve¬ 
nience beenclofed.—You have paid mean obliging 
Compliment; beg of the blefled God, dear Sir, that 
I may not be puffed up with vain Conceit of myfelf 
or my Writings. Oh! that Earth and Afhcs, that 
Guilt and Sin, fhould be proud! What fo unreafon- 
able ? yet what fo natural ? May the Lord of Glory 
rebuke this arrogant Spirit; and teach my Soul to be 
humble, to be evermore dependent on his Aid, as a 
weaned Child. 

As to your entering into holy Orders, I have no 
Manner of Doubt: By all means do it: It is what I 
have been praying for thefe feveral Years; it is what 
all the Difciples of Chrift are directed to implore at 
the Lord’s Hand, that he .would fend many fuch 
Labourers into his Vineyard. As God has inclined 
your Heart to the Work 5 as he has given you fo 

clear 
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dear a Knowledge of the Truth as it is in Jefusj 
and ftirred you up to be zealous for the Interefls of a 
bleeding Saviour; I allure you, if the King would 
make me a Bifhop, one of the firft Ads of my Epis¬ 
copal Office fhould be to ordain the Author of 
Sunday Thoughts .—I hope the Lord will guide you 
with his Spirit, will commiffion you to feed his 
Flock, and make you a chofen Inftrument of bring¬ 
ing many Sinners to Chrift, many Sons unto Glory. 
—Pray do not think your Letters are troublefome $ 
they are always pleafing, always chcaring to, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very fincere, and 
truly affectionate Friend, fs’r. 


LETTER LX. 

My dear Friend , 

A /T R. * * * fcnt me feme Time ago, your Tranf- 
lation of Zimmerman's Excellency of the Know¬ 
ledge of Chri/l. 1 was fo engaged in urgent Bufinefs, 
that i really had not Leifure, and fo oppreffed with 
•bodily Weaknels, that I had not Ability, to under¬ 
take the Office of compar ing it with the Original, 
I added my Solicitation to your’s, and prefled * * * 
to revile, and, if need be, c01 red the Manufcriptj 
and 1 would beg of you, vrly dear Friend, not to be 
hafly in publifhiflg. in this Affair, i am for follow¬ 
ing (he Lxtmple of Fahtus , Cun&ando rejlituit rtm. 
If I have not been pun&ual in anfwering your 
Letter, aferibe it to the ufual, which is indeed the 
true Cable : I mean, to a Failure-of Strength, and 
Languor of Spirits, which both - difmcline and drf- 

qualify 
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qualify me for every Thing. The Winter has 
made me a Prifoner. I have not been any farther 
than the Church thefe two Months. May you and 
all the Minifters of the bleffed Jefus, be anointed 
with the Holy Ghoft and with Power! May you, in 
Imitation of our divine Mafter, go about doing 
much fpiritual Good, and fhedding abroad the Savour 
of his moil precious Name. Oh! that I had 
Strength! I would then pray earneftly that I might 
go and do likewife. 

Since it is reprefented, that I have engaged to pre¬ 
face the Tranftation of 'Limmermannus de Eminentiu 
Cognitionis Chri/ii, I will not baulk the Expectations 
of my valued Eriend, though I allure you I lhall ad- 
drefs myfelf to it with fome Trepidation : Senfiblc 
that it will carry too affuming an Air, and feem as 
though, from being an obliged Author, I fhould take 
upon me to aCt as Dictator, and direct the Public in 
their Choice of Books. 

Your’s affectionately, (Jc. 

4 

LETTER LXI. 

My dear Friend , 

T Received your Letter; am forry to hear you have 

been ill; heartily wilh you a Re-eftablifhment of 
your Health; and fhall be glad, when it fuits your 
Inclination and Conveniency, to fee you at IVefion- 
Favel. 

I am glad you are beginning to catechize your 
Children. 1 hope you will be enabled to feed 
Chrift’s Lambs, and difpenfe to them the Milk of 
the Word, as they may be able to bear it.—Indeed 
you apply to a wrong Perfon for Advice^. I make 
fome Efforts it is true, to difbharge this Maty, but 
not to my own Satisfaction; and great wPbe the 
0.4 Glory 
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C!ory of divine Qrace, if it is to the Edification of 
my People.—My Time for catechizing is during the 
Summer; when the Days arc long, and the Wea¬ 
ther is warm. But, I think, you do right to con¬ 
form to the ufual Cuftom of catechizing in Lent. 

My Method is to afk eafy Queftioos, and teach 
the Children very fhort and eafy Anfwers.—The 
Lord’s Prayer was the laft Subject of our Explana¬ 
tion.—In tome Aich Manner I proceeded:—Why is 
this Prayer called the Lord’s Prayer? Becaufe our 
Lord Jcftis Cnrift taught it us.—Why is Chrift 
called our Lord ? Becaufe he bought us with his 
Blood.—Why does he teach us to call God Father? 
That vve may go to him , as Children to a Father.— 
J low do Children go to a Father? With Faith, not 
doubting but he will give them what they want.—1 
Why our Father in Heaven? That we' may pray 
to him with Reverence.—What is meant by Cod’s 
"Name? God himfelfand all his Perfections.—What 
by hallowed ? That he may be honoured and glori¬ 
fied. r-How is God to be honoured ? In our Hearts, 
with our Tongues, and by our Lives, f dc. 

On each Quell ion I endeavour to comprehend, 
not ail that may be faid, but that only, which maybe 
moll ievd to their Capacities, and is moft neceffary 
for them to know.—The Anfwer to each Queftion 
I explain in the moft familiar manner poffible; fuch 
a manner, as a polite Hearer might perhaps treat 
with the moft fovereign Contempt. Little Similie$ 
I ufe that are quite low, fetched non ex Academia, fed 
e Trivia. —In every Explanation I would be fhort, 
but repeat it again and again. Tautology, in this 
Cafe, is the true Propriety of fpeaking. And to our 
little Auditors, the Crarnbe repefita will be fetter than 
all the G|«ces of Eloquence. 

I propofe to explain to them principally the Creed, 
the I-rOrd’s Prayer, and the Commandments : What 
relates to,the two Sacraments, at prefent, I do not 

attempt 
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attempt to fet before them: Let them firft have 
ibme tolerable Notion of the former.—I fancy, you 
had better proceed in the fame Method. If 1 know 
your Sentiments about Baptifm aright, with which 
our Catechifm begins, I lhould apprehend, it would 
be moil prudent to go immediately to the great . 
Fundamentals. —However, pray to the Lord, whofe 
Work you work; and he who is all-wife will diredt 
you, he who is all powerful will profper you.—Pray 
give my very affectionate Compliments to ***: 
Through the everlafting Righteoufnefs of our Re¬ 
deemer, I hope to meet them in the World of Glory; 
apd there, Hp that is feeble, will be as David. 

Your’s fincerely, £ 5 V. 


LETTER LXII. 


Dear Sijler, Wejlan-Favcll, A4ay 27,1750. 

THE Country is now in its Perfection. Every 
Bufh a Nofegay, all the Ground a Piece of 
Embroidery; on each Tree the Voice of Melody, in 
every Grove a Concert of warbling Mufic. The 
Air is enriched with native Perfumes, and the whole 
Creation feems to fmile. Such a pleafing, improv¬ 
ing Change has taken Place; becaufe, as the Pfalm- 
iji expreffes it, God has fent forth his Spirit, and re¬ 
newed the Face of the Earth.—Such a refining 
Change takes Place in Mankind, when God is 
ple*afed to fend his holy Spirit into the Heart. Let us 
therefore humbly, and earneflly feek the Influences 
of this divine Spirit. All our Sufficiency is from 
this divine Spirit, dwelling in our Hearts, and work¬ 
ing in us both to will, and to do. Without bit 
Aids, we are nothing, we have nothing, we can do 
nothing.—Would we believe in Chrift, to thefaving 
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of our Souls? We muft receive Power from on 
High, and be enabled by this divine Spirit j for no 
Man can fay, that Jcfus is the Lord, or exercife true 
Faith on his Merits, but by the Holy Ghoft?—. 
Would we be made like unto Chrift? It can be 
done onlyby this divine Spirit. We are transform¬ 
ed into the lame Image, fays the Apoftle, not by any 
Ability of our own, but by the Spirit of the Lore). 
1—Would we be fet on the right Hand of our Judge 
at the laft Day ? This is the Mark that will diftin- 
guilh us from the Reprobates, and number us with 
his faithful People. For unlefs a Man, unlefs a 
Woman, have the Spirit of Chrift, they are none of 
his.—But, fince we infinitely need this enlightening 
and fan&ifying Spirit, is the God of Heaven equally 
willing to give it? He is; indeed he is. To obtain 
this Gift for us Sinners, his own Son bled to Death 
on the Crofs. That we may be made Partakers of 
this Gift, he interceedeth at the right Hand of his 
Father: And he has palled his Word, he has given 
us a folemn Promife, that if vie alk we lhall receive 
it. See, remember, and often plead in Prayer, 
Luiex i. 13. If ye then, being Evil, know how to 
give good Gifts unto your Children, how much more 
mall your heavenly bather give the Holy Spirit to 
them,-who ajk Him? 

From your affe&ionate Brother, &c. 


LETTER LXIIF. 

My dear Friend , June 28,’ 1750. 

tF you chide, I muft accufe. Pray where was 
.your Warrant, where your Commiffion, to imprefs 
me. into this Journey ? However, as becomes a good 
Chriftian, I forgive you and your Accomplice ***. 

At 
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At St. Alban ’s I was weary, and difpirited; was 
loth, could not prevail on myfelf to defire Doctor 
Cotton’s Company at the Inn, and was not able to 
crawl to his Houfe. Believe me, I fmcercly ho¬ 
nour, and cordially love, the worthy Do£tor. 
Though I am naturally fhy, I fhould want no Soli¬ 
citations to wait, on fo very ingenious and improving 
a Friend; a Plealure 1 promife myfelf, if Providence 
brings me back, alive.—We got to London about 
three o’Clock on Saturday. I took up my Lodg¬ 
ings, not at my Brother’s after the Flefti, but with 
the Brother of my Heart. On Sunday he preached 
with his ulual Fervour, and adminiftered the Sacra¬ 
ment to a great Number of very ferious Communi¬ 
cants.—He delights in the Work of the Miniftry, 
and embraces every Opportunity of preaching the 
everlaifing Gofpel. He is, indeed, in Labours 
more abundant. Dear Sir, what a Pattern of Zeal, 
and minifterial Fidelity, is our excellent Friend! 
And God rewards him with Joy unfpeakablc. Gocf 
alfo fulfils to him, ifi a remarkable Manner, his 
gracious Promife, “ They that honour me , I will 
“ honour.” This Day he was raoft reipcdtfully 
entertained at the Floufes of two Noblemen. What 
a moft exalted Satisfaction mufthe enjoy in attending 
thefe great Perfonages, not to cringe for Favours, 
but to lay upon them an evetlafting Obligation; not 
to afk their Interells at Court, but to be the Mini- 
fter of their Reconciliation to the King of Kings! 
—Thus far was wrote on Sunday Night; but was 
hindered from finifliing foon enough for the Poft.— 
Monday Morning. — Yefterday our indefatigable 
F'riend renewed his Labour of Dove, and with fuch 
Affiduity, that I had;,not Spirits to attend, yrhat he 
had Strength to execute. He preached to a crouded 
Audience, and yet Multitudes went away for Want 
of Room. In the Midft of this Audience, was a 
Clergyman in his canonical Drcfs; a Stranger; his 

Name 
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Name I coidil rot learn; he behaved with exem¬ 
plary Serh-uind's, and exprdTed much S?fisfa£tion.— 
One Day lad Week I was mod agreeably furprized. 
Drink’itg Tea at a Friend’s Houfe, a Perion knock¬ 
ed at the Door: The Servant brought Word that it 
was a Stranger, who defired to fpeak with Mr. 
Hcrvey. And who do you think it was? One 
whom I tenderly love, but never expefted to fee 
again: It was the accomplilhed and amiable Mr. 
* * *. We took fweet Counfcl together at Gains 
mine Holt’s, and wifhed one another a happy Meet¬ 
ing in the World of Glory.—My Fellow-traveller 
law your Letter, and bid me tell you, that if you are 
chained to the Oar, the Chains are of your own 
making.—Dear Sir, preach the glorious Gofpel. 
Be an Ambaflador of the molt High God. Devote 
vourfelf to this moll important, molt noble Service, 
and your divine Maiter, 1 hope, will furnilh you 
with Employ, and open a Door for your Ufefulnefs. 
The Fruit of fitch Labours will abide, and our F riend 
is a Proof, in what Peace, .in.what Joy, they are 
fown.—My animal Nature is fo very, very feeble, 
that I find no Benefit from the Change of Air, nor 
from the Enjoyment of the moll pleafing Society. 

Ever your’s, &c, 

LETTER LXIV, 


Dear Sir , 


Londmy Sept. 4,1750. 


O U R dear Friend * * is much engaged in mak¬ 
ing lntereft to fuccced the Minilter of * *, 
who, though not Hone dead, if ill enough tji alarm 
the Hopes of neighbouring PreicherS. Ofi 1 -that we 
may every one contend who lhall bring mbit Glory 
to the crucified King of Heaven, and love molt ar - 
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dently his all-gracious and infinitely amiable Majc- 
fty! A Strife this, which will not foment, but de- 
ftroy malignant Paffions; in which Strife, Angels 
will be our Competitors; Honour and Joy, the 
everlafting Prize. 

I wifli our dear Friend H— -the rich Anoint¬ 

ings of God’s Spirit in compofing, and the powerful 
Prefence of God’s Spirit in delivering, his Infirmary- 
Sermon. My moil cordial Love is ever his, and 
ever your’s. 

Tnank you I do fincerely, for your Prayers to 
God in my Behalf; and Oh! how (hall I thank fuf- 
ficiently him, who procured Accds for us thro’ his 
Blood! We often remember you, and with and pray, 
that you may be a burning and a filming Light in 
your Generation. 

Dear Frienadieu. 


LETTER lxv. 

My dear Friend^ Sept, \ 1, 175®, 

T Received your laft Favour. It was without Date, 
-*■ but very welcome.—We . have loft our zealous 
Friend, for feveral Days. He has been ciiltd^yittg 
the Banner of the Golpel at * *, and gathering to¬ 
gether the difperfed of Ij'rael. Wtf&dmiie the Hero 
that wins Battles, takes Towns, and leaves Tro¬ 
phies of his Victories in every Place. But where 
will all fuch Toils, and the very Remembrance of 
them be, when the Monuments of his Labours en¬ 
dure for ever in Heaven ? 

Thanks for your Subfcription: I have procured 
more of another Friend. I lhall foon be a poor 
Man, as there are here fo many neceflitous Objects. 
Apd who can bear to be in Aftiuence, while lb many 
5 ITllov. - 
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Fellow-creatures are in deplorable Want ? Efpcci- 
ally, if we remember him, who, though he was rich, 
for our Sake become poor; and had not where, (Oh! 
marvellous, marvellous Abafement!) had not where 
to lay his Head. 

This Night dear Mr. * * is with us; returned 
from his Expedition, full of Life, and rich with 
Spoils: Spoils won from the Kingdom of Darknefs, 
and confecrated to the Captain of our Salvation.—1 
have been prevailed on to fit for my Picture. If 
ever Portrait was the Shadow of a Shadow, mine is 
fuch. Oh ! that I may be renewed after the amiable 
Image of the bldled Jefus, and when I awake up after 
his Likenefs, I fliall be fatisfied with it! This Wifh 
is breathed in a Language, to me unufual. I gene¬ 
rally comprehend my dear Friend in fuch Petitions, 
and make his eternal Intereils infeparable from my 
own. — On Sunday I heard the admired Mr. * *. 
His Text was Rom. v. i. His Doctrine Evangeli¬ 
cal. The Faith which purifies the Heart, and 
works by Love; the imputed Righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift, comprehending both h'is adtive and paffive 
Obedience; the Operation of the blefled Spirit, in 
producing this found and lively Faith; were the 
Subftance of his Difcourfe.—I commit you, my 
dear Friend, to the tender Mercies of our God, and 
the powerful Word of his Grace; remaining 

Inviolably your’s, &c. 


LETTER LXVI. 


My dear Friend, London, Ofloben^, 1750. 

A S your Stay in Town was fo fliort, we could not 
expect to fee you. On Sunday Afternoon your 
old Acquaintance Mr. * * called upon me, fat about 
an Hour, enquired after you, and talked as became 

the 
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the Chriflian Character, ind the facred Day. The 
Converfation was perfectly pleaftng; but the Sub¬ 
jects, whether we were led to them by Chance, or 
directed to them by Providence, were peculiarly no- 
ble and important. 1 know that my Redeemer 
liveth, tifc. Jobxix. Behold my Servant {hall deal 
prudently, &c. I/a. Iii.—We expeCt to fee our dear 
Friend * *, in a little Time. Oh I that we may 
meet each other, and daily converfe in the Fulneis 
of the Bleflings of the Gofpel of Peace!—I fay no 
more about poor Mrs. * *; perhaps, my Concern 
for her, may be uncommonly tender, becaufe there 
have few Days paft, fince I knew her, in which I 
have n»t made mention of her Name, in my Prayers 
for the Afflicted.—May the God of Wifdom teach 
you, and the God of Power enable you, to do always 
fuch Things as are acceptable in his Sightthrough 
Jcfus Chrift !* And may the Father of Companions 
make her Sorrows brinst forth the peaceable Fruits 
ofRighteoufnefs, and iTi'ue in everlafting Joy!—I 
hope, the truly valuable Dr. ** and his Family, 
took Knowledge of you, that you had been with 
Chrift. Let us ftudy, let u< labour, to fpread abroad 
the Savour of his blefiCd Name; who fullered the 
Vengeance due to all—to all our Sins.—That his 
Prefence may be with you, and his Love be in you, is 
the invariable Wilh, of 

Your affectionate, Cjfc. 


LETTER LXVII. 

My dear Friend , London , Nov. 15,1750. 

T Have communicated your two Meffages to * * : 

He is now with his old Acquaintance at *». 
On Sunday he preached Morning and Afternoon.at 
L* * Church. May his Word prove a Seed of 

Life 


6 
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Life and- Immorality to the Hearers.—On Tuefday 
he and.'Mr. * » breakfafted with us: The Talk; 
turned-principally'upon the Myftic Writers. Dr. 
* * began to warm a little, to hear Mr. * * inveigh 
pretty uiarply againft them, But by giving a foft 
Anfwer, and making confiderable Conceffions in 
their Behalf, Mr. ** cooled, and qualified all. He 
fpoke with remarkable Command of Temper, and, 
1 think, with great Solidity of Judgment. I'wifh it 

may leflen our valuable Friend 1 1 - ’s Attachment 

to thofe Authors; which, I Believe, is immoderate, 
and, I fear, is pernicious.—I heartily with your' 
Children may recover, and live to be a.Comfort to 
their Father, an Honour to their Religion.—I have 
received Dr. D —’s Remarks; very judicious, and 
equally faithful. I fcarce know any Friend, who has 
fo true a Tafte, and fo much Sincerity. Fiet Ari- 
flarebus , is the Character he deferves. 

Yefterday a ferious Diffenter from the Country 
came to fee me, God had freed him from a Spirit 
of Bigotry, and made my Book acceptable to him. 
Oh! that we may all love one another, and bear 
with one another; fo fulfil the Law, and follotv the 
Example of Chrilt. In the New Jerujalem , that 
City of the living God, all our litlle Differences of 
Opinion, as well as all die Remainders of Corruption, 
will fall off. In the Light of God’s Countenance, 
we fhall fee the Truth clearly, and enjoy the Life, 
the Life of Heaven and Eternity, perfectly. Oh ! 
that we may love that amiable and adorable Being 
every Day, every Hour more and more; who, 
though the King immortal, and invifible, gave his 
own Son to bleed and die for Worms, for Rebels j 
for you, my dear Friend, and for )our unworthy, but 

Truly affectionate, £sV. 


LET* 
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LETTER LXVIli: 

My dear Friend, November 20, 1750* 

pRESENT my very grateful Acknowledg- 
* ments to our obliging Friend Mr. * *. 1 re¬ 

joice in his Lines, as they are a Pledge of his Affec¬ 
tion and Friend (hip; but I reallyam under Appre- 
henfions from them, as they are to be a public En¬ 
comium on my Character, left they fhould make me 
think mor& highly of mylelf than I ought to think. 
Oh! may the high and lofty One, who inhabits 
Eternity, and dwells with the humble Heart, vouch- 
•fafe to defend me from all the Infinuations of Pride. 
To be fure, this is a trying Occafion ; for lauiarl d 
laudatis, is no common Honour.—I wouldbeg Leave 
to poftpone the Publication of the Verfes, till the 
Mezzotinto Plate is finifhed, and the Print ready to 
be fold. Becaufe, if-fuch a Recommendation appears 
at fuefc a Juncture, I am perfuaded, it will caufe a 
Demand for the Pifture, and further its Sale. Good 
Heavens! who would ever have thought, that fo mean 
A Name, and fo obfeure a Perfon, fhould appear in 
the World with fuch an Air of Significancy? Oh! 
that it may be for the Glory of that ever bleffed and"? 
adorable Being, who rtianifefts his tranfeendent Ex¬ 
cellency raoft chiefly in fhewirtg Mercy. — When 
you heard of Mr. * *'s Death, did you not imme¬ 
diately think of the Prophet’s Declaration? “ M 
“ Flejh is Grafs, at >4 ait the Giodlinefs thereof, as the 
“ Flower of thf Fimd' Did you not alfo ardently 
defire, and refolve to feek for, an afliire<f Intereft m 
the Promifes of that Word, which endureth for ever ? 
May the God of Grace feal thofe Promifes to our 
Hearts, by his blefied Spirit; and witnefs with our 
Spirits, that we are the Obje&s of his Love, and 
Voi. I. R - Heirs 
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Heirs of his Kingdom! Then we may defy Death, 
and boldly bid the King of Terrors do his worft.— 

Mr. * * is making an Excurfion to ——, and-. 

May the Lord God of Hofts go forth with his Ser¬ 
vant, and make him terrible to the infernal Enemy, 
as an Army with Banners; welcome to poor Sin¬ 
ners, as the refrefhing Dews after parching Heat.— 
How my Soul longs to be employed in the fame fa- 
cred, blefled Caufe! Does not your’s alfo throb with 
the fame Defires?—I can no more. Supper waits 
for me. Adieu. All fpiritual Bleffings be multi¬ 
plied upon 

You, and ever your’s, fjfr. 

LETTER LXIX. 

My dear Friend, December 8, 1750. 

W HY do you fay Zimmer am’s Knowledge of 
Chrjjl is too comfortable for you ? The Com¬ 
fort of Chriftianity is.the fwcet Allurement to draw 
ns to Heaven, and the powerful Inftrument to’ fit us 
for Heaven. If our Affections are attached to the 
World, the Comfort of Chriftianity is ordained, to 
wean us from its Vanities, and win us to God. If 
we have finned, the Love of the Lord Jefus Chrift 
is the moft fovereign Means of wounding our 
Hearts, and bringing us to Repentance. When 
Nathan faid unto David , “ The Lord hath put away 
“ thy Sin, thou Jhalt not die then it is fuppofed, he 
penned the thirty-fecond Pfalm , and poured out his 
Soul in unreferved Confeilion, When the blefled 
Jefus turned, and looked upon Petgr, then his Con¬ 
science fmote him deep j then be went out, and wept 
bitterly. And how did his dear. Mailer look ? Was 
ft a refentful, upbraiding, menacing Glance ? Quite 
the rcvcife. Is this your promifed Fidelity? this 
. ‘ your 
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your Kindnefs for your Friend? Ah! Peter! Peter! 
1 feel more from your Perfidy, than from all the In- 
fults of my Enemies. But 1 know your Wcaknefs, 
and I am going to die for your 'Guilt. Willingly* 
willingly, 1 lay down my Life, that this Sin may 
never be laid to your Charge, Such was the Lan¬ 
guage of that gracious Look. I do not wonder that 
it fetched a Fiood of Tears from his Eyes. I find 
it impoffible to refrain, on the bare Meditation on it. 
Oh! that the adorable Redeemer may manifeft his 
all-forgiving Goodnefs in our Souls, arid fure it will 
overcome our moft ftubborn Corruptions. What 
can witlfftand fuch heavenly Love ?—I know * * j. 
and think you have a peculiar Privilege in having 
Opportunity and Ability to fuccour io finccre a 
Chriftian., He will more than repay you with his 
Prayers. Whatfoever you do for him, I am per- 
fuaaed, will be done unto Chrift. And who can do 
enough for Him, who defpifed the Shame, and en¬ 
dured the Crofs for us? — Your Writing-Paper 
came fafe, and I would have returned it to the Sta¬ 


tioner as too coarfe, but has, fince its Arrival, been 
feized; feized in the King’s Name, by one of the 
King’s Officers. Pray, have you taken Care to pay 
Duty? Have you not been deficient in fomelnftance 
or other ? Oh! faid Gaius my Hoft, when he heard 
of its coming back, it is good enough for me\ it will 
juft fait my rurpofe; I wanted fuch a Supply:—So 
it is in his Hands, to be employed in the Service of a 
great King; whofe Name you can guefs; whofe 
Goodnefs you have experienced; and for whofe Ho¬ 
nour, I hope, we fliall all be very zealous. What 
fay you? Will you turn the Forfeiture into a free 
Gift, by fending your full Confent to the Deed ?—* 
Our dear Friend nas been vifited with a Fever; at¬ 
tended by the Do&or everv Day this Week: But. 
blefled be God, is, we truft, upon the Eve of a tho¬ 
rough Recovery. He talks of preaching To-mor- 
Ra row*' 
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row; but I (hall ufe my utmoft Intereft to difTuade 
him. Let him defift for a-while, that he may per- 
fift for a long Seafon.—We have but a fmall Share 
of * *’s Company. Oh! that we may meet where 
we (hall part no more, fin no more.—Adieu! 

Ever your’s, &c. 

LETTER lxx. 

My very dear Friend , Dec. 20,1750. 

VOUR Letter found me, after a confiderable 
* Delay in its Paflage,—where do you think ? 
Where I never expected to go any more ; — found 
me at London! From whence I write this, and re¬ 
turn you my fincercft Thanks.—Prevailed on by the 
repeated Importunity of my Friends, I came by eafy 
Stages to Town, in order to try whether Change of 
Air may be of any Service to my decayed Confuta¬ 
tion; for my worthy Phyfician, Dr. Stonhoufe has 
declared, that nothing, which he can prefcribe, is 
likely to adminifter any Relief. 

I have Rcafon to be convinced, from the Accounts 
which your Letter brings, and from the Reports 
which I receive in this Place, that “ here we have no 
« continuing City.” Thanks, everlafting Thanks to 
the divine Goodnefs, which has prepared for us a 
Manfton , “ not made with Hands, eternal in the 
“ Heavens.” A Manfton , “ whofe Builder, whofe 
« Maker, and whofe Glory is God.”—Not only the 
Difappointment, but even the Acquifition of our 
Defires,befpeaks the Emptinels of the World. But 
wha&ft compleat Felicity, what an all-fatisfying Por- 
tiogfcj*will the Enjoyment of God be! When I awake 
'uplafter thy Likenefs, (and am admitted to ftand in 
thy beatific. Prefence) 1 fhall be fatisfied with it. 

I pitied. 
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I pitied, as I read poor Mifs * *’s Cafe. There 
cannot be a keener Diftrefs, than a Confcience, that 
is awakened, and a Heart, that defponds. “ The 
“ Spirit of a Man, fays Solomon, will fuftain his 
“ other Infirmities, but a wounded Spirit who can 
“ bear?” A wounded Spirit was the bittereft In¬ 
gredient, even in the Cup of our Lord’s exquifitely 
fevere Sufferings. He that bore the racking Tor¬ 
tures of Crucifixion, without a Complaint, cried 
lamentably, wept Blood, when the Arrows- of the 
Almighty were within him. Then his Soul was 
forrowful, exceeding forrowful, forrowful even unto 
Death. * This Dejc&ion of our adored Matter fhould 
be our Confolation; his Agonies are our Eafe; he 
was deeply forrowful, that we might be always re¬ 
joicing. .To believe, that he was wounded for our 
Sins, and bruifed for our Iniquities; that he was de- 
ftitute, afflifled, tormented for our Sake; that by his 
vicarious, and rnoft meritorious Obedience unto 
Death, he has obtained everlafting Redemption for. 
us,—firmly to believe this, is not Arrogance, is not 
Prefumption, but our bounden Duty, as well as our 
ineftimable Privilege. This is his Command, fays 
St. John, that we believe on the Name of his Son 
Jefus Chrift. Never, never was any Command 
more gracious, or more worthy to be written on the 
Tables of our Hearts. Let us not, my dear Mr. 
* *, by indulging Unbelief—D! let us not difhonour 
the boundlefs Mercy, and. the inviolable Fidelity of 
God ; let us not depreciate the infinite Merits, and 
all-prevailing Intcrceffion of our blefied Mediator. 
But fay with the lively Poet, Dr. Watts, in hie 
Hymns, 

O! for a ttrong, a lafting Faith, 

To credit what th’ Almighty faith? 

T* embrace the Promife of his Son, 

And call the Joys of Heav’n our own? 

Hymn LX. Book IT, 

R 3 You 
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You enquire about my new Work, intended for 
the Prefs. It is a great Uncertainty, whether my 
languid Spirits, and enfeebled Coriftitution, will per¬ 
mit me to execute my Defign. It is a Pleafure, 
however, to hear, that I am fometimes admitted to 
converfe with you by my Book. May the divine 
Spirit accompany every fuch Convcriation; and 
teach our Souls to glow with Gratitude to that 
tranfcendently great and gracious Being, who 
ftretched out the Heavens, and laid the Foundations 
of the Earth; who lireh;d out his Arms on the 
curled Tree, and laid the foundation of our Hap- 
pinefs in his own Blood.—.pleafe to prefent my moll 
refpedtful Compliments to Mrs, * *, your worthy 
Neighbour Mr. * and his Nieces. Give me 
Leave, inftead of wilhing you a merry Chrijhnas , to 
wilh them , and you all that Joy, which the holy Pro¬ 
phet felt, when, in an Extafy of Delight, he cried out, 
To us a Child is bom! to us a Son is given! All 
jhe Glories of Heaven unite in his wonderful Per- 
fon; all the Blcflrngs of Time and Eternity are the 
Fruit of his precious Incarnation.—Adieu, my dear 
Sir, and ceafc not to pray for 

Your ever affe&ionate, &c. 


LETTER LXXI. 

My dear Friend, London , Dec. 22, 1750. 

tqE fo kind as to let your Servant look out for 
fome Pcrfon of Collingtrce , and deliver to him 
the enclofed Letter. He will probably find fome 
fuch Pcrfon on Monday at * *; and I would have the 
Letter conveyed Chri/imas , that it may furnifh my 
Feople with Matter for Converfation at their hofpi- 
table Meetings.—Our excellent Friend follows the 
* Advice 



[ 247 ] 

Advice of the Preacher; whatfoever, of a charitable, 
or godly Nature, his Hand findeth to do, he does it 
with his Might; as one deeply convinced that there 
is no Wifdom nor Device in the Grave, whither we 
all are hailing. Does not fo amiable a Perfon, fuch 
an indefatigable Servant of Chrift, fuch a compaf- 
iionate Friend to Mankind, does not he deferve .En¬ 
couragement ? 

We have juft been to hear a very excellent Dif- 
courfe upon Zech. iv. 7. Mr. * *, who made one 
of the Congregation, fends his Compliments to you, 
and to Dr. * *, which, when you prelent, be plealed 
to add mine.—Who do you think I lately drank Tea 
with ? The twp Ladies, before whom you put me 
fo extremely to the Blufh. May neither they nor 
I be put to everlafting Shame and Confufion: I did 
what was m my Power to prevent it, by recom¬ 
mending that adorable Saviour to their Affedlions, 
in whom, whofoever believeth fliall not be alhamed. 
They commiffioned me to tranfmit their Compli¬ 
ments to you.—You have Thanks and Prayers 
(the Reward which a Prophet gives) for the Writ¬ 
ing-Paper. — What Account can you give us of 
Lady * *’s Health ? Never, never, will the Phyfi- 
cian’s Skill be employed for the lengthening of a 
more valuable Life. May Almighty Goodnefs blefs 
thofe Prefcriptions, and command her Conftitution, 
and our. Zeal m, to fprout out afrefh, to 

revive. 

Ever your’s,.£s ft, • 

LETTER LXXII. 

My dear Friend, JbeCy2g, 1750. 

'T'HIS Time laft Week, I took Pen in Hand to 
jr be g; now I fliould be ungrateful, if I did not re- 
fu^rit.iit Order do return my Thanks, which I do 
R 4 jnoft 
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moft fincerely, in my own Name, and on the Behalf 
of my excellent Hoft. He is now engaged iii Com¬ 
pany, and cannot poffibly fteal a Quarter of an Hour 
to make his Acknowledgments.— The Limner has 
been with me twice, and is to give the finifhing,. 
Touches on Monday. How (lowly, and how pati¬ 
ently, thefe Artifts advance! a Pattern for us. So 
may we have the Image of the amiable Jefus gra¬ 
dually inftamped on oUr Hearts, till Death gives the 
fin idling Stroke, and makes us completely like our 
Beloved. In the mean Time we have Need of Pa¬ 
tience : Patience mud be excrcifed towards our- 
felves; and God, the blelTed God, is ifnfpeakably 
patient towards us all.—Mr. * * is willing to un¬ 
dertake the Tranflation of Zimmerman de Cognitione 
ChriJH. I would have it thrown into the Form of 
a Dialogue:—Why do you entertain fuch harffi 
Thoughts of the deareft, mod benign, and gracious 
of ail Beings ? I can no more. 


Ever your’s, tsY. 


LETTER' LXXIII. 


Dear Sir, 

T Return you Thanks for the Perufal of your Pana- 
-V phlets. Be pleafed to accept the two little Vo¬ 
lumes, which accompany your other Books, as an 
Expreflion of my Gratitude to your Pen, and fincere 
4 iffetlioii to your Peffon'. May I requeft the Fa¬ 
vour of you r good Sir, fometimes to implode the 
'fileffing 4f * gracious God up6n the Author, and 
his weak Attempts; that the one may walk fuitably 
to his holy Profeffion, and high Calling! that the 
other may pieafe the Reader for.,his Good to Edifi¬ 
cation. 



[ 249 1 

cation. — This will be a Angular Favour, and Ihajl 
be readily returned by, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your afFcftionate Friend, 

and humble Servant, Csfc, 


LETTER LXXIV. 

Dear Mr. Nixon, London, Dec. 24,1750, 

I AM afhamed to fee fo obliging a Letter, fromffll 
valuable a Friend, lie fo long unanfwered. I de¬ 
layed my grateful Acknowledgments to you on this 
Subject, till I could fee what would be the Iflue of 
our Defign.—As you propofe to re^mniend my 
Pidture, by your ingenious’ Verfe's, lifetoiild;yather 
chufe to have them inferted (with youy Pcrmiffion) 
in the Magazine, and public Papers, Jhan to have 
tlicm affixed to the Copper-Plate: — This Pra&icc, 
though once cuftomary, is now, 1 believe, feldom 
ufcd; and For me to revive it, when itdoes me fuch 
diftinguifhed Credit, would be too vain-glorious $ 
otherwife, I affure you, dear Sir, I fliould be glad to 
have a Memorial of our Friendlhip engraved on 
Hrafs, or a more durable Metal. And give *r'e 
leave to declare, that though I was exceedingly 
pleafed with the Chara&er you gave of my Book, in 
your excellent * Anniverlary Sermon, yet I was 
much more delighted with your acknowledging me 
as your Friend, and fuffering it to be known, that | 
have a Share-in your Affe&ibn. 

* See the worthy and ingenious Mr. Nixon’s Ser¬ 
mon, preached before the Governors of the Infirmary 
at Northampton. 
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I propofeto make a long Stay in Town,-and lhall 
promife myfelf the Pleafure of your Company at my 
Brother’s.—Have you ever met with a little Poem, 
entitled Sunday Thoughts? The Author, Mr. Mofes 
Browne , is a very worthy Man, and the Poem not- 
beneath your Regard.—Shall I wifli my worthy 
Friend a merry Cbrijimas ? This Compliment will 
be paid you by Multitudes. Rather let me wifh, 
that Chrijl Jefus, the ever blefled Immanuel, may be 
formed in both our Hearts! Renewed after his ami¬ 
able and divine Image, may you fee many-revolving 
happy new Years below, and at laft have an abundant 
Entrance into the New Jerufalem , which is above.— 
Breathing fiub Wifhes, I remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate Friend, isV. 


LETTER LXXV. 

Dear Mrs. - - London , Feb. 5, 1751. 

T Received your valuable Letter, and thank you for 
'•* it.—I am exceeding glad, and blefs the unfpeak- 
able Goodnefs of God, if he has made my poor 
Miniftry, in any Degree, ferviceable, or comfortable 
to your Soul. I accompany my former Labours (if 
fuch extremely feeble Attempts may be called La¬ 
bours) with my repeated Prayers, and bear my little 
Flock on ihy fupplicatihg, and affeftionateHeart, all 
the Day long. 01 that the gracious God may fulfil 
ih them all the good Pleafure of his- Will, and the 
Work ofFjjiuth with Power! 

. I rejoidf to find, that you knew the Truth: May 
you know it more and more; be eftabliflied in i«, 
3 and 
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and experience the Efficacy of it.—May the Truth 
make you free! free from the Prevalence of Unbe¬ 
lief, the Dominion of Sin, and the Oppreffion of 
Sorrow!—Give, (jive—Glory to God for opening 
the Eyes of your Mind, and bringing you to the 
Riches of Chrift. Take to yourfelf the Comfort of 
this ineftinjable Bleffing, and by no Means rejeft 
your own' Mercy. —Pray do not harbour hard 
Thoughts concerning the bleiled God, nor cherifh 
defponding Apprehenfions concerning yourfelf, 
though always frail, and in every Refpedt imperfedt. 
—The great and good Father of our Spirits, knows 
whereof we "are made; he remembers that we are 
but Duft; and will not be extreme to mark- what is 
done amifs. Extreme to mark! fo far from it, that 
to thofe who feek him in Sincerity*'feck him through 
his dear Son, he is tender and compaffiontte beyond 
all Imagination. As a Father pitieth his;own 
Children, fo is the Lord merciful unto them thatfear 
him, Pfal. ciii. 13. And as a Mother comtorteth 
her Son, fo will the Lord thy God comfort thee, 
Jfa't. Ixvi. 13. Since we want loving Kindnefs and 
Mercy to follow us all the Days of our Life, blefled, 
for ever blefled, be the God of Heaven, in thefe he? 
delighteth, Jer. ix. 24. 

Oh! c;aft thy Burden upon the Lord, fays the 
Holy Spirit. Caft it upon the Lord Jefus Chriflr. 
This is an Art which the Chriftian fhould be dili¬ 


gent to learn, and watchful to pradtife. Chrift is a 
Saviour, but we ncgledl to make Ufe of him: We 
are cqme to him, .but we forget to walk in him.— 
When Guilt accufes us, or Guilt overtakes us, in- 
ftantly let us fly to Chrift, as die Ifra elites, wi|en. 
wounded, looked to the brazen Serpent. There* 
let us fay, there is the Propitiation for this abomi¬ 
nable Sin. For this, and for all my other Iniqui¬ 
ties, his Heart waspiere'ed, and his Blood fpilt. The 
Vials of Wrath, due to my Provocations, were 

poured 
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r wrcd upon that fpotlefs Victim; anu Dy ms o tripes 
am healed.—If our own Obedience is deplorably 
defcflivc, fo that we are fometimes ready to cry out 
with the Prophet, my Leanncfs! yiy Leannefs! Woe , 
is me; let us turn our Thoughts to the great Media¬ 
tor’s Righteoufnefs; this is confummate and divine; 
this was wrought out for us; this is imputed to us ; 
in this all the Seed of Ijrael fliall be juftified, and in 
this fhould they glory.—If your Prayers are dull and 
languid, remember the Interceffion of Chrift. He 
ever appears in the Prefence of God for you; and 
how can your Caufe mifearry, which has fuch an 
Advocate? If the poor Widow was heard, even by 
the unjuft Judge; {hall not the dearly beloved Son of 
God prevail, when he makes Interceffion to a moft 
gracious Father? A Father, who loves both him and 
his People.—If you want Repentance, want Faith, 
want Holinefs, Chrift is exalted to be both a Prince 
and a Saviour, and to give all thefe definable Blef- 
fmgs. He is afeended up on High, has led Capti¬ 
vity captive, and received Gifts, fpiritual Gifts for 
Men, yea, even for his Enemies, for the Rebellious. 
It is his Office to beftow thefe precious Graces on 
poor Sinners; and he is as ready to execute this 
Office, as the Mother is ready to adminifter the 
Brcaft to a fucking Child.—Do yop read the Scrip¬ 
tures? Still keep Chrift in View. When dreadful 
Threatenings occur, fay, thefe I deferved; but Chrift 
has bore them in my Stead. When rich Promifej 
are made, fay, of thefe I am unworthy; but my Re¬ 
deemer’s Worthinefs is my Pica ; he has purchased 
them for me by his Merits, All the Promifes of 
God are Yea and Amen (fare and certain to .the 
believing Soul) in Chrift Jejus, 

To make fuchji perpetual Application of •Chrift, 
is to pat his FlefiS, and drink his Blood. Thus may 
' you, may I, may all my dear People, be enabled to 
pafs the Timeiof oujr fojourning here below! De¬ 
riving 



[ 253 ] 

riving cur whole fpiritual Life, our Pardon and 
Sanctification, our Hope, and our Joy, from that 
mexhauftible Fountain of all Good.—Though I am 
not with you in Perfon, I am often with you iti 
Spirit; and daily commit you to the great Shepherd 
and'Bifhop of Souls; who is ten thoufand, thoufanJ 
Time?' more condefcending, compaflionatc and 
faithful than 

Your truly affectionate Friend, tic, 

LETTER LXXVI. 

Dear -, 

T Received your kind Letter; and am glad to find, 
that you and Mrs. * *, and Mrs. * % often meet 
together, and like the People mentioned bv the Pro¬ 
phet, fpeak one to another of the Things of God. 
Oh! let us exhort one another to Faith, to Love, 
and to good Works; and fo much the more, as wc 
fee the Day, the Day of eternal Judgment approach¬ 
ing. lire long we fhall hear the Shout of the 
Archangel, and the Trump of God. Oh! let us 
imitate the wife Virgins, and get Oil in our Lamps, 
true Grace in our Hearts ; that we may be prepared 
for our Lord’s fccond Coming, and not dread, but 
love his appearing. 

My Departure from Northampton was fudden and 
unexpected. Could I have feen my People, and 
given them my parting Advice, it fhould have been 
in the Words of that good Man Barnabas y who ex¬ 
horted all the Difcipies, that “ with Purgofe of 
“ Heart they would cleave unto the Lord.” 

Cleave, my dear Friends, to the Lord JefusChrifti 
Cleave to his Word: “ Let the Word, of Chrift 
“ dwell in you richly,” and be your Meditation all 
the Day long. Let the Bible, that incftimable 

Book, 
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Book, be often in your Hands, and its precious 
Truths be ever in your Thoughts. Thus let its fit, 
with holy Mary., at the Feet of Jefus; and I hope, 
we fhall experience his Word to drop as the Rain, 
and diftil as the Dew. 

Cleave to his Merits■Fly to his divine Blood 
for Pardon; it is the Fountain opened for Sin, and 
for Uncleannefs. It purges from ail Guilt, takes 
away all Sin; and, blcflcd be God, it is always open, 
always free of Accefs.—Fly to his Righteoufncfs ; 
Let us renounce our own, and rely on his ObedU 
ence. What.unprofitable Servants are we! how 
flothful in our whole Life! how imperfect in every 
Work!-—But as for Chrift, his Work is perfedt; it 
is complete, and infinitely meritorious. In this (hall 
all the Seed of Jfrael , all true Believers, be juf- 
tified, and in this lhall they glory. 

Cleave to his Spirit.—Seek for the divine Spirit; 
cry mightily to God for the divine Spirit. Let 
them, that have it, pray, that they may have it more 
abundantly, and be even filled with tire Spirit. This 
bleffed Spirit reveals Chrift, ftrengthens Faith, 
quickens Love, and purities the Heart. Chrift died 
to obtain this Spirit for us: He intercedes for us, 
that we may receive it; and his heavenly Father for 
his Sake, “ has promifed to give the holy Spirit to 
“ thofe, who afk it.” He has promifed (Oh! glo¬ 
rious Privilege) to give it more readily than a Parent 
gives Bread to a hungry Child. 

Cleave to his Example:—Study his holy Life; 
eye his unblamcable Conduit; obferve his amiable 
Tempers: Look to this heavenly Pattern, as thofe, 
that learn to write, loolc to their Copy: And God 
grant, that we all beholding with open Face the 
Glory of tire Lord, may be changed into the fame 
Image, from Glory tp Glory, even by the Spirit of 
the Lord! 


Thus 
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Thus fct us cleave to Chrili the Lord: —• Cleave 
with full Purpofe of Heart, inceflantly, clofely, infe- 
- parably. Let us fay with our Father Jacoby “ I will 
“ not let thee go.” Let us imitate the Syrepbcenician 
.Woman, whom no Difcouragements could divert 
from her Purpofe. Temptations, Difficulties, all 
the Aflaults of our Enemy, fliould make us haften 
to, the ftrong Hold, the City of Refuge, and abide 
in it. And he has promifed, “ I will never leave 
“ thee, nor forfake thee.” He will gather us with 
his Arm, and lay us in his Bofom. He will guide 
us by his Grace, and receive us into his Glory.— 
There, in tbofe happy, happy Manfions, may we, 
and many, very many of my dear Flock meet, and 
never be parted more!—This is the Heart’s Defire, 
and the daily Prayer of. 

Their, and your truly affectionate F riend, ts'e. 
LETTER LXXVII. 


Dear - 1751. 

AND are you very weak? Is Sicknefs in the 
Chamber, and Death at the Door?—Come 
then, let us both fit down with Diflblutioit and 
Eternity in View; and encourage one another from 
the Word, the precious Word of God. I have as 
much Need of fuch Confolation as you, my dear 
Friend, and may, perhaps, have Occafion to tie 
them as foon. 

What is there formidable in Death, which our 
ever blefled Redeemer has not taken away ?—Do 
the Pangs of Diffolution alarm us? Should they. be 
fharp, they cannot be very long; and our exalted 
Lord, with whom are the Iffues of Death, knows 
what dying Agonies mean. He lias laid in the 

Multi- 
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' Multitude of his tender Mercies, “ Fear thoti not,' 
44 for I am with thee; be not difmayed, for I ant 
44 thy God: I will ftrengthen thee* yea, I will help? 
“ thee; yea} 1 will Uphold thee with the right Hand 
of my Righteoufnefs,” (Ifai. xli. jo.) This 
Promife authorizes us to fay boldly, “ Yea, though 
“ 1 walk through the Valley of the Shadow' of 
“ Death} I will fear no Evil; for thou art with me, 1 
** thy Rod and thy Staff comfort me.” Pfal.xx iii.4. 

Are we afraid to entet into a ffrangc, invifible, un¬ 
known World?—It is the World} into which our 
divine Mafter is gone} where he has prepared ever- 
lafting Manfions * for his People, and has appoint¬ 
ed his Angels to conduct us thither.—Having fuch 
a Convoy, what Ihould we dread ? And, going to 
our eternal Home, where our all-bountiful Re¬ 
deemer is, why Ihould. we be relu&ant? 

Are we concerned, on Account of what we leave ? 
We leave the worfe, to poffefs the better. If we 
leave our earthly Friends, we Ihall find more loving 
and lovely Companions. We Ihall be admitted 
among the innumerable Company of Angels, and to 
the general Affembly and Church of the Firft-botn, 
that are written in Heaven f.—Do we leave the 
Ordinances of Religion, which wfe have' attended 
with great Delight ? leave the Word of God, which 
has been fweeter to our Souls, than Honey to our 
MriUtliii? We Ihall enter into the Temple, not made 
with Hands, and join that happy Choir, who reft not 
Day nor Night, faying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, Which was, and is,- and is to come $.— 
And if our Bible is no. more,.we (hall have all} which 
is promifed; we Ihall beheld all fhat is deferibed 
therein. If wfi drop the Map of our heavenly 
Canaan, it will be to take Poffelfion of its blifsful 

• Johrf xiv. 2. Lu&exri. 22. f Heb. xii. 22, 23. 
{ Rev. iv. 8. 

Terri-. 
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Territories. That City has no need of the Sim* 
neither of the Moon to fhine in it; for the Glory of 
God does lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 
thereof*.—Oh, my Friend, blefied, for ever blefied, 
be the Grace of our God, and the Merits of his 
Chrift! We fhall exchange the fcanty Stream for 
theboundlefs Ocean; and if wc no longer pick the 
firft ripe Grapes, we fhall gather the copious, the 
abounding, the never-ending Vintage. 

Do we fear the Guilt of our innumerable Sins?—• 
Adored be the inexprefSble Loving-kindnefs of God 
our Saviour! our Sins have been punifhed in the 
blefied Jefus; the Lord laid on him the Iniquity of 
us all +. He his own felf bare our Sins, in his own 
Body on the Tree %. So that there is no Condem¬ 
nation »o them, that are in Chrift Jefus ||. Oh! 
that we may «be enabled, with the Apoftle, to make 
our Boaft of this Saviour, and to triumph in this 
Faith! Who fhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
God’s Ele£t? It is God that juftifieth, who is Z>r, 
that condemneth? It is Chrift that died, yea rather 
is rifen again, who is even at the right Hand of 
God; who alfo maketh Interceflion for us. 

Is Judgment the Thing that we fear?—To the 
pardoned Sinner it has nothing terrible. The Lord 
Jefus, who keeps his Servants from falling, prefente 
them alfo faultlefs before the Prefence of his Glory 
with exceeding Joy§. Obferve the comfortable 
Expreflions, “ prefents faultlefs ,”—and “ with ex- 
“ ceediug joy Juftly therefore does the Apoftte 
reckon it among the Privileges of the Chriftians, 
that they are come to God, the Judge of all 4: 
For the Judge is ouf Friend, the Judge is our Ad¬ 
vocate, the Judge is our Propitiation, the Judge is 
our Righteoufnefs. And is it not a Privilege to 

* Rev. xxi. 23. f Ifai. liii. 6. $ 1 Pet.ii. 24. 

It Rom. viii. 1. § Jude, ver. 24. 4 Heb. xii. 23. 

V01. 1 . S come 
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come to fuch a Judge, as will not fo much as men¬ 
tion our Iniquities to us, but pondefcend to take 
Notice of our poor unworthy Services; who fits on 
the great Tribunal, not to pafs the Sentence of 
Damnation upon us, but to give us a Reward!—a 
Reward of free Grace, and of inconceivable Ricfy- 
nefs. 

Let me conclude with thofe charming Words of 
the evangelical Prophet, “ Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
** my People, faith your God. Speak you com. 
“ fortably to Jerufalem, and cry unto her, that her 
“ Warfare is accomplifhed, that her Iniquity is par- 
** doped; for her Redeemer, her all-gracious Re- 
deemer, hath received of the Lord’s Hand double 
“ for all her Sins —May the God of our Life 

and Salvation make thefe Scriptures be unto* us, as 
a Staff in the Traveller’s Hand, and as,a Cordial to 
the fainting Heart, that we may be ftrong in the 
Faith of our Lord JefusChrift; that we may glorify 
him in Death, and glorify him for Death; becaufe 
Death will introduce us into his immediate Prefence, 
where we fhall be forrowful no more, finful no more, 
at ^ Diftance no more; but be joyful, and be like our 
Lord; love him with all our Souls, praife him to all 
Eternity,—Let us then be of good Cheer: Soon in 
our heavenly 'Jerufalem wc fhall meet again; be¬ 
caufe God is faithful, inviolably faithful, and infi¬ 
nitely merciful, who hath promifed—promifed tp 
you, and promifed tp 

Your affe&ionate Friend, £sV, 

P. S. My kindeft Refpefls to Mr. * *, and Mrs. 

-* *: Bid them be of good Courage, and go on 
their Way rejoicing; for tbeir Redeemer is 
paighty, his Merits are unfpeakablc, and his 

* Ifai. xl. 1,2. 

Love 
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Love is unchangeable. — My tnoft relpe&fuf 
Compliments wait upon Mr. * *, and Mrs. 
* *. What a Pleafure Ihould I think it, was I 
able to execute the minifterial Office, to bring 
Home to their Parlours the glad Tidings of an 
all-fufficient Saviour, as well as to preach them 
in the Pulpit!— Polly, I hope, loves her Bible; 
may the Word of Chrijl dwell in her richly; 
and may He be with your Father and Mother, 
now they are old and grey-headed. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 

Dear ——, 

I Hope, this will find you a little better in your 
Health: But, if it Ihould find you in a weak and 
languilhing Condition, I hope a gracious God will 
fanaify what it contains, to the Comfort of you? 
Soul. *'*■' 

Often confider, if you die, you will leave s World 
full of Sin; a Condition, full of Frailty, Ignorance, 
and Mifery; a Body that has long been a heavy Bur¬ 
then, a fore Clog, both to your Services, and to 
your Comforts; and why Ihould any one be greatly 
unwilling to leave fuch a State ?—If you die, you will 
go into an unknown World; but the Comfort df* 
wtu have a kind and faithful Friend gone thkhdf 
before; Jefus Chrift, your beft Friend, and.$hdjj 
Lover of your Soul, is'Lord of that unfeen Worlttfl 
Jofeph’s Brethren were* not afraid to go down into 
Egypt, when they knew that their dear Brother was 
Governor of the Country. And fince your molt 
merciful Saviour is Ruler of the invifible World, be 
not afraid to leave the Body, and depart thither. It 
is faid, the Spirit of old Jacob revived, when he faw 
the Waggons fent to carry him to his beloved Son : 

S 2 And 
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And the poor languifhing Believer may look upon 
Death, as the Waggon Tent by Jefus Chrift, to 
bring his Soul Home to Heaven. 

But after Death comes Judgment, and this is 
terrible.—Confider, who is the Judge. Was the 
Father, that begat you, was the Mother, that 
bare you, or the Friend, that is as your own Soul, 
was any one of thefe to be the Judge, and to pafs 
the Sentence, you would not be apprehenfive of ri¬ 
gorous Proceedings, you would expeft all poffible 
Clemency: Mercy, in this Cafe, would rejoice 
againft Judgment.—But, to our unfpeakable Com¬ 
fort, we are informed by the Scriptures, that a glo¬ 
rious Perfon, far more merciful than a Father, far 
more compaffionate than a Mother, far more affec¬ 
tionate than a Friend, is to decide our Doom; even 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, who loved us with an ever- 
lafting Love. Who declares, that a Woman may 
forget htr fucking Child, much fooner than he forget 
to be merciful to thofe, that put their Truft in him. 
For thus it is written, “ God hath appointed a Day, 
f* in which he will judge the World in Righteouf- 
“ nefs, by that Man, whom he hath ordained, even 
“ Jefus Chtift.” Ails xvii. 31. 

The Judge palls himfclf our Hufband, the Bride¬ 
groom of poor believing Souls. And will the 
Bridegroom deliver to. Deftrudtion his own Bride, 
■whom he has bought with his Blood, and with whom 
■he has made an everJaftingCovenant? Ifai. liv. 5. 

The Judge vouchfafes to be our Advocate. And 
will he condemn thofe for whom he has long in¬ 
terceded? Will he condemn thofe for whom he 
poured out his Prayers when he was on Earth, and 
on whofe Behalf he has conftantly pleaded in the 
Prefence of God ? 1 John ii. 1. 

The Judge condefeends to be our Plead, and calls 
the weakeft Believers his Members. And did ever 
any one hate his own Body? Did ever any one de¬ 
light 
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lighttomaim, or take Pleafurc to ruin his own Flefh, 
and his Bones? Col. i. 18. r Car. xii. 27. 

The Judge has been our Victim, the Sacrifice for 
our Sins. And will he confign thofe to Damnation, 
for whom he endured the Agonies of Crucifixion ? 
If he has given himfelf for us, will he not with this 
Gift freely give us all Things ? give us Pardon at 
that awful Day ? give us the Crown of Glory, which 
fadeth not away? Hob. ix. 14,26. 

Farther to confirm your Faith, and eftablifti your 
Hope, ifwill be proper to conftder, what you have 
to plead. The proud Pharifee made his abftainiug 
from grofs Iniquities, and his Punctuality in fomc 
external Performances, his Plea. The blinded 'Jews 
went about to eftablilh their own Righteoufnefs, and 
depended on this broken Reed for Acceptance.— 
But we have d furer Foundation, whereon to build 
our comfortable Expectations. 

If arraigned on the Foot of Guilt; great Guilt ; 
manifold Guilt; aggravated Guilt; long-contraCtcd 
Guilt; we have an Atonement to plead, a Sacrifice 
of unknown Value, a Propitiation .glorious and di¬ 
vine. We have the Blood of the Lamb to plead ; 
Blood that taketh away not one Sin, or a few Sins, 
or a Multitude of Sins only; but (O delightful 
Truth!) taketh away all, all, all Sins. Yes, it 
taketh away all Sins from the Believer, be they ever 
fo numerous; all Sins, be they ever fo heinous. 

I John i. 7. Rev. i. 5. 

Should the Law take us by the Throat, and make 
that fevere Demand, Pay me, that thou owed.—It 
is paid, we reply, by our divine Surety. An incar¬ 
nate God has been obedient in, our Stead, In the 
Lord, the Lord Redeemer have we Righteoufnefs. 
And can the Law infift on a more excellent Satis¬ 
faction ? Does not this magnify the Law, and make 
it honourable? By the Obedience of one (that is 
Chrift) (hall many be made righteous. Jfai. xlv. 24. 
Rom. v. 19. 


Should 
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’ -Should it further be urged, “ without Holinefs n<$ 
“ Man fhall fee the Lord—Is not Holinefs the 
Thing, for which we have longed? It is true, we 
h ive not attained to Holinefs; fpotlefs and undefiled 
Holinefs; neither could we in the Regions of Temp¬ 
tation, and in a Body of Corruption. But has not 
our Guilt been our Sorrow, and our indwelling Sin 
our hcavieft Crofs? Have we not groaned under 
our remaining Iniquities, and been burthened with a 
Senfc of our Failings? And are not thefe Groan- 
lugs, the Firfl-fruits of the Spirit? Are not thefe the 
Work of thy own Grace, bleffed Lord ? and wilt 
thou not confummate in Heaven, what thou haft 
thus begun upon Karth ?—Do we not defire Hea¬ 
ven, chiefly bccaufe in thofe bleffed Manfions we 
{hall fm no more; we fhall offend our God no more; 
be no more forgetful of a dying Saviour;'no more 
difobedient to the Motions of a fan&ifying Spirit ? 
And fhall we be difappointed of this Hope ?—It 
cannot, cannot be.—rThey that hunger and thirft 
after Rightcoufnefs, arc not filled, while they abide 
in the Flefh; therefore there remaineth the Accom- 
plifhment of this Promife, they will affurcdly awake 
up after the Likencfs of their Lord, at the great 
Refurrcdlion Day, and in another World, he fully, 
everlaftingly fatisfied with it. 

I muft now come to a Conelufton :—But I can¬ 
not conclude without wifhing you all Joy and Peace 
in believing.—Though your Flefh and your Heart 
fail, may God be the Strength of your Heart, and 
your Portion for ever!—I daily, I frequently make 
Mention of you in my Prayers; and, what is better 
than all, the dearly Beloved of the Father remembers 
you now he is in his Kingdom.— 

I am, 

Your very affeiftionate Friend, isfe. _ 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXIX, 

The following Letter was fent to the Preacher , by a 
Cottager in a Country Village ; and is here printed , 
to Jhew how thankfully the Poor receive the preach¬ 
ing of the Gofpel, and to prcferve fo remarkable, 
and ufeful a Letter from pertjhing. 

Reverend Sir, 

I Humbly beg your Pardon for prefuming to write 
to you. Being one of your Hearers, 1 was very 
much affe&ed with your good Sermons, having 
known and experienced the Truth of them, viz. 
That Perfons muft be convinced of their undone 
State by Nature, and brought into a State of 
Concern , or Self-Condemnation , before they will feek 
and earncflly defire the Knowledge of Chrift cruci¬ 
fied.—To one who feels the condemning Power of 
the Law, Chrift is precious.—Such have tafted the 
Bitternefs of Sin ; for till then, they are alive with¬ 
out the Law, as St. Paul faith; Rom. vii. 9. not 
feeing that the Law requires perfett Obedience, and 
that theirs at the heft is very imperfefl.r— Hence 
the beft of us in our carnal State are itriving to Dfe 
juftified by our own Works ; yea, though we cannot 
but know, that we often break the Laws of God, 
Rom. iii. 20, and 28. 

But then we think, it is true l am a Sinner, and 
there is none without Sin j thus we prefume upon 
our feeming Obedience, not confidering how great 
a Change muft be wrought upon our Soul by Re¬ 
pentance j and that we muft be united to Chrift by 
Faith, and partake of his Likenefs , without which, 
Chrift, as to us, is dead in vain, [Gal. ii. 21.) And 
when the holy Spirit has convinced us of ourMifery 
fry Sin, (John xvi. 8.) and Need of Chrift j then, 
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ufually, we are thinking to no fomething to pur- 
chafe an Intereft in him ; not confidcring we muft 
be humble Supplicants at his Feet, waiting for every 
Thing we want at the Throne of Grace, as Repent¬ 
ance, Par Jon, Sandfification, Redemption, as pur- 
cbafeJ by Him : (Eternal Life is the Gift of God, 
Ham. vi. 23.) 

■It is the humbled Pcrfon, who will accept of Chrift, 
all his Offices, not only as a Pricft to atone for 
Strf, but aifo as a Prophet to teach, and a King to 
'ihdc over him, and fubdue all his Sins.—-The Co- 
tenant of Grace anfwers all our Wants, there is 
not only Mercy to pardon, but alfo Grace to Jdn£ify v 
and renew our Nature. It is the humbled Believer, 
who can fincerely fay, Chrijl is the Power of God 
unto Salvation, (Rom.i. 16.) 

And now I think nothing more needful than for 
Clergymen to preach as you do; for though Chrif- 
tianity is generally profefled amongft us, yet 
many feem as unconcerned about thefe Things, as if 
there were nofuch Truths in the Gofpel.—This is 
the Way of preaching, which has ever been moft 
effectual to the converting of Sinners; and may the 
blefied Spirit attend the Word preached, purifying 
the Hearts of your Hearers by Faith, (Adis xv. o.) 
—%That the Righteoufnefs of Chrift accepted, and 
applicd-to themfelvcs, by a lively Faith, may intitle 
them to Heaven; (Rom. v. 1 <y.) and that their fm- 
erre, though imferfett Obedience, may evidence their 
Title to be true and real, is the hearty Defire of. 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft humble Servant, 

To true Believers, the Law is fet forth as a Rule 
of Manners, not as a Law of Condemnation , for there 
is no Condemnation to them who are in Chrift Je- 
fti$. Rom. viii. 6. Or, in other Words, thofe who 
5 love 
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lovt Chrift, love his Commandments, as kind Rules 
of Life, not obeying (like legal People) with Re¬ 
luctance, and out of Fear of being punilhed. There 
is not, perhaps, a greater, or more important Truth, 
than that in Proportion as our Faith in the Redeemer, 
evidenced by our Works, iiicreafes, fo our Fear of 
Death proportionably decreases,. 


LETTER LXXX. 

Dear SiJIer, London , Jan. 3, 1751. 

T Have taken my Pen in Hand to write to you, and 
yet have no News to tranfmit. I have nothing 
to fend but gay good Wifhes, and my heft Advice. 

The old Year is gone •, and, if we look back, what 
a Nothing it appears! Departed as a Tale, that is 
told. Thus will our whole Life apjiear, when our 
End approaches, and Eternity opens : but Eternity 
will never expire ; Eternity will laft. World without 
End. When Millions, unnumbered Millions of 
Ages are palled away, Eternity will only be begin¬ 
ning. And this fhort Life, this little Span, is the 
Seed-time of the long, long Eternity. What we 
fow in this State, we fhall reap in the eternal State. 
Should we not therefore be careful, very careful, to 
improve our Time, and make the beft Provifion for 
an Eternity of Happinefs ? Should we not be care¬ 
ful to get Faith in our Lord Jcfus Chrift; to get the 
Love of God fhed abroad in our Hearts; and our 
Souls renewed according to the amiable Example of 
our blefted Redeemer.-—This, and nothing but this, 
is true Religion. Going to Church, hearing Ser¬ 
mons, and receiving Sacraments, profit us nothing, 
unlefs they promote thefe definable Ends. —Fix, dear 
Sifter, this Truth in your Memory: A true Faith in 
Chrift, an unfeigned Love of God, and a real Holi- 
Vol. I. *T nefs 
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jwfc of Efcart, are the greatcjl BJeJJmgs you can defifc. 
Without them we fliall not, we cannot, enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, ' Thefe you feouid inceflantly, 
you feouid eurneftly feek, through the whole ad¬ 
vancing Year j and thefe Imoft imcerely wife you, 
who am 

i 

Your ycry !*ffe£Honate Brother, 


James HejCvey, 


Thy Enp of the I’jrst Volume- 
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COPY or a LETTER 


SENT TO THE 

Writer of m». hervey's life. 

s I R, 

I See by the Advertifements> that the Letters of 
the late excellent Mr. Hervey (to which, I under* 
ftand by a common Friend you have engaged to prefix 
an Account of his Life) are foon to be published. The 
Demand for them will undoubtedly be very great, efpe- 
cially by thofe, who favour the Calviniliic Do&rines: 
But methinks I would not have fuch elegant and va¬ 
luable Writings confined to any particular Set of Chris¬ 
tians, as they are capable of being extenfively ufefut 
to Men of all Denominations, if read with a due Spirit 
of Candour and Moderation. In order, therefore, to 
remove the Objections, which may probably be made 
by many, (and fome of them very good Men too) who 
differ from Mr. Hervey, (particularly thofe who pafs 
under the Name of Armenians) I fhould be glad, if 
you could contrive to communicate to the Public the 
modeft Apology, which we find in another of this Au¬ 
thor’s Works; and likewife the Remarks, which I 
have here fubjoined. 

Mr. Hervey, in his Meditations, Vol. I. p. *71, has 
inferted a Note relating to the Dottrine of Imputed 
Rigbteoufkefs ; “ which, fays he, in my own Opinion, 
" and in that of many great Expofitors, is the myfti- 
“ cal and molt fubiime Meaning of the Wedditig- 
“ Garment, lo emphatically and fjrci bly rec >mmended 
“ in Scripture, Matt. xxii. a.—A Dodlrin'-, w'lich 
“ though fome of thofe, who honour my Meditatinu 
“ with a Perufal, probably may not receive with much, 
“ if any, Approbatioa, I hopo the <t vktk Jfaformance 
A a “ will 
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“ will not be calhiered for #»« Difference in Sentiment $ 
“ and I beg that the Sentiment itfelf may not hallily 
“ be rejected without a ferioas Hearing.” 

This is the Language of Mr. Hervey, of Reafofl, and 
of Candour.—Every Sentiment of a pious and learned 
Man, and every Interpretation of Scripture given by 
fuch an one, deferves the moll ferrous Hearing, and the 
molt attentive Confederation. —Still the belt and moil 
unprejudiced Men will think differently upon particu¬ 
lar Points j. and what affords Cdnvi&icn to one, will 
fall very lhprt of it to another, —Yet furely They, who 
think differently from good Mr. Hervey an feme Points, 
fhould not refufe to hear his Arguments even upon 
thofe very Points; much lcfs ought they to rejeft the 
IVholt of his valuable Works on that Account: The Jirft 
would Ihew great Prejudice, and Dillruft of their own 
Sentiments; and the latter would indicate equal Weak- 
nefs and Folly.—Mcthinks the decent Regard, which 
Mr. Hervey has in many Inftances Ihewn to thofe of a 
contrary Opinion to himfelf, Ihould give his Writings 
aproper Weight amongft the Arminians, and make his 
Tenets, and thofe of every piou$ Author with whom 
He difagrees (probably more in Expreffion than in 
Subllance) to be examined with the fame Coolnefs and 
Impartiality. Thus proper Allowances being made, 
the Works of the Cafvinifes would be read by Armini¬ 
ans ; and the Works of the Arminians would be read by 
the Calwinifes, with mutual Candour, and no inconfi- 
derable Benefit Few have Abilities to qualify them- 
felves for good Di/put ana ; but it is in every one’s Pow¬ 
er, and it ought to be in their Difpofition, to become 
goodChrifeians. And the moll effeflual Way is to at¬ 
tend dofely to the Concerns of our common Chriilia- 
nity, regardlefs of thofe Diilinftions, which many are 
not capable of undemanding; and which have too long 
let Mankind at Variance with each other. 

’ It is very obfervable, that when this particular Con- 
troverfy between the Calvinifes and Arminians was agi¬ 
tated with the moft unhappy Heat J the inftruflive, 
C&ntjjd, and eloquent Dr. Bates f matfifetted his fupe- 

* ice Dr, Wutti\ Orthodoxy and Charity United; 

f Sts LetterXCVI. p. »7?. of" this icsend Volume. 

not 
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tior Regard to uhiverfal Charity, by avoiding every 
ExjSreffion, which might lead the pious Reader into 
the perplexed Diftin&ions, or harlh Cenfures made ufe 
of on either Side. I own, with Grief, that this was 
then a Kind of Singularity ; but 1 efteem it not lefs an 
Excellence in that Writer: And were his laudable Ex¬ 
ample univerfally followed. Doubts and Difficulties 
might Hill remain, but Prejudice and Animofity would 
be no more. 

But let it be further, considered, that fame of Mr. 
Hcrvey’s Expreffions are liable to Interpretations very 
dili'crerft from his Meaning ; and that feme of them 
do not fuff.ciently convey his Meaning. It has been re¬ 
marked, that in the well known Letter Of hit fent to 
the condemned Malefaftors at Northampton *, in July 
1755, he has not fo much as once mentioned Repentance 
to them. But a candid Reader will take it for granted, 
that Mr. Henvey, when he exhorts them, “ to pray, 
“ that they may come to Chrilt,- that they may believe 
“ fin Chriil, that they maybe found in Chri£l,”£s?r. isle. 
defigns to include in thofe Expreffions what an Armi- 
•nian , writing upon the_ fame Occaiion, would have 
ltyled the eiTential Duties of a deep Repentance for their 
Sins, and an earned Reflation of Amendment, ibouhi 

their Lives be prolonged_ He had been long ufid to 

thofe Expreffions, and adhered to his ovtm Language 
and Ideas—So would an Arminian have done, and yet 
their Meaning might be nearly the fame. —All therefore 
1 contend for is, that we ihould piit the Left Conduc¬ 
tion we can upon the Meaning of others ; efpecially of 
eminently good Men like Mr. Hervey, and Ihould be very 
cautious of injuring their Characters, and the Ufeful- 
• nefs of their Works, by nurejling their Expreffions con- 

* SeeVol. II. p. 145. Tho’ there might he a PofphiVtty, that 
thefe condemned Malefactors would come to Chriil, believe in Him, 
and be found in Him, as Mr. llervey had in tbii Letter exhorted ; 
and tho' it was the only Remedy (vt them in thetc dtfperaee Situation j 
yet, to fpeak the beft of it, It js a very hazardous Remedy. u Hour 
“ difficult, fays Archbilhop Tillotfon, is it for any Man to be offured 
“ of the ‘Truth , and Reality of hit Repentance, when there is'no 
“ fufficient Opportunity to make a Trial of the Sincerity of it.” 

•f See Ads xvi. 31. where St. Paul oies nearly the fame Words 
to the Keeper of the Prifon, as Mr. Hervey dots to the Prisoners. 

trary 
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trary to their thjlgn-, by deducing feoih their Princi¬ 
ples fuch Conferences, as they would deteft; and by 
aggravating their Features, like thofe of a Saracen, 
into Deformity and Terror. This can never be the 
Method of reconciling contending Writers in the Bond 
of Peace ; of improving ourfelves ; or of propagating 
the Caufe of vital Religion, how honeii, or zealous fo- 
ever may be our Intentions. 

“ What a Pity is it, fays a late candid Writer, that 
“ Calvintfts and Arminians, by their unfeemly Difputes; 
“ malicious Inveftives, and difingfcnuous Conduft, 
“ Ihould contribute to the malignant Triumph of Infi- 
“ dels ; and give them Caufe in the Gall of their en- 
" venomed Hearts to cry out, See how thefe vilify one 
“ another 1 

“ Arminius was Prefeffor of Divinky in the Univer- 
** lity of Leyden, a Man of great Learning, of a kridt 
•* Life, and of a moll meek Spirit*and it is likely 
“ that he and his Followers mean pretty near the fame 
“ Thing by the Word GRACE, which the Calvinijh 
•« do by IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. Each 
“ Party maintain, that ’without Holinefs so Man (hall 
“ fee the Lord 5 and that there is no Name under 
“ Heaven given unlo Men, whereby we muft be faved, 
“ but only the Name of the Lord Jesus. If any 
“ one had a Iked Arminius, whether he did not hold, 
“ that Heaven, that is to fay, our Inheritance'll ir, was 
" the foie Purchafe of Chriil’s Blood, he would have 
“ undoubtedly anfwered in the Affirmative. And if, 

on the other Hand, one bad a Iked Mr. Calvin, To 
“ nvhem is it, that Chrilt is the Author of Salvation l 
“ His Anfwer would have been. To thofe, that obey 
“ Him. Why Ihould Believers in the fame commoA 
“ Redeemer be multiplying Words without Caufe, 
" and charging each other Wi.th fuch Opinions, as each 
“ Party in their Souls abhor ? This is a itale Device 
“ of the Deceiver of Mankind ; and it is, itrange, that 
“ Chrillian Profellbrs do not fee thro ugh, ana avoid 
“ it. I would not be under Hood to aflert, that there 
" is no Difference of Opinions between Armenians and 

* His Attachment to his Principles wpoled him to great Suffer¬ 
ings ; which affords a (bong Prcfmnptios ef his Sincerity. 

3 “ Calvinijh ; 
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•• Cahiinifts ; My Meaning is, that it is not near fa 
" great, as it is apprehended to be; and the Way to 
“ heal, is not by railing and reproachful Language, 
" but by fair and calm Reasoning, and model! Appeals 
•' to the Holy Scripture. 

“ Doubtlefs many Men, who will never know, till 
they come to Heaven, where the ^utjfiom ltick be- 
“ tween Arminias and Calvin, will yet in this World 
“ be tampering with the Controverfy, and thereby 
“ perplexing it. Thus by being bufy Bodies they 
“ juftly fall under the Reproofof St. Jude for meddling 
and fpeaking Evil of thole Things, which they do 
“ not underftand.” 

And as a farther Confirmation of my own Senti¬ 
ments on this Subjett, as well as of thofe above-men¬ 
tioned, I am glad of this Opportunity of introducing an 
excellent PalTage from a Letter* written in 171 y by the 
learned Mr. Cotton Mather, Minifter of Boflon in New 
England, whofe Zeal for Calvinifm is well known. 

“ Being myfelf a Calvinift, fays he, I muft needs 
“ differ pretty much from a Gentleman who profefles 
“ himfelf an Arminian. But 1 confider what thofe 
" Maxims of Piety are, which engage the Arminian to 
** maintain his diftinguilhed Politions. Thofe Maxims 
“ are, that the holy and Sin-hating Lord muft not be 
** reproacned as the Impeller of Sin, whereof he is 
“ the Revenger-, that our merciful Father muft not be 
“ blafphemed, as if He debit after an illufory Man- 
“ ner with Men, when he invites them 10 his Mercy ; 
*' that none among the fallen Race of the Firft Adam, 
" are to be (hut out from the Hopes of Life, in the 
** Death of the Second Adam ; that impenitent Unbe- 
*' lievers muft not call on God the Blame of their Un- 
** belief ; but the wicked muft lay wholly on themfelves ’ 
“ the Faultof their own Deftruftion ; and, that Men 
“ muft work out their own Salvation with as much 
" Induitry, and Vigilancy, as if all t urned upon their 
*' own Will and Care, whether they lhall be faved, or 
“ not. Now, thefe are Maxims, to which every pious 
" Calviniji will alfo moft heartily confent. And, if 

* See tie CJolleQion of Occafional Papers, Vo!. III. No- iv. p. 17, 
aS. Edit, London 1718, in 8vc. 

*' I Ihould 
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** I Ihould repeat the Maxims of Piety, which make 
f* me fall in'with the Pofition of a Culvinift, as requi- 
“ fite to the fupporting them, I am confident the pi- 
“ ous Mr. * * * * would moll heartily fubfcribe to 
“ them : And we (hall both of us have the Modelly 
“ to confels, that we have alfo to do with Matters, 
“ which are to us incomprehenfible. Now, if good 
“ Men are fo united in the Maxims, which are the 
“ End, for the ferving of which they declare, that 
“ they purfue their Controvcrfies; why, Ihouid not 
“ this Uniting Piety put an End to their Controver- 
lies i and beat their Swords into Plough-fares , and 
“ their Spears into Pruuing-hooks ?” 

Nothing could be more natural than for the ronfei- 
entious Mr. Flervey to propagate, to the utmolt of his 
Power, thofe Sentiments, which He thought molt con¬ 
ducive to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
Mankind; and moft agreeable to the true Spirit of 
ChrilVs Gofpel.—Every pious and fincere Chrillian, 
whether Cahnnijl or Jr mini an, will indeed do the 
like : —Yet furely it can be no ways repugnant to any 
of thefc to cultivate the Principles of Moderation here 
exprefled ; and to endeavour at leaf to reconcile good 
Men of d.fferent Perfualions.—It is therefore, I may 
fafely fay, no lefs your Willi than mine, that fuch 
candid Principles may be diifufed : And to fee them 
communicated to the Public, on fo proper an Occafion, 
will be a peculiar Satisfaftion to him, who is, with 
great Rcfpeft, 

S I R, 


Northampton, 
April 8 ^, 17 59 . 


Your very humble Servant, . 
JAMES STONHOUSE. 


L E T- 



LETTERS 


OF THE LATE 

Reverend Mr. HERVEY. 


LETTER I. 

My dtar Friendy 

I AM glad to find that the beloved Traveller 
called at your Houfe, and gave you fo much of 
his Company. Cold as the Weather was, did not 
your Heart burn within you ? Burn with Zeal and 
Love for that all-glorious God, whom he (excellent 
Man !) fo faithfully ferves in the Gofpel of his Son. 

May Mrs. *** increafe in Humility, be more 
convinced of Guilt, more fenfible of Depravity! and 
then Ihe will grow in every other Grace. Proud 
Minds fuffer the Curfe, imprecated on the Moun¬ 
tains of Gilbta ; while humble Souls are like the 
Vallies fpread forth by the Rivers; or as a Field 
which the Lord hath bleiTed. 

I think you fbould not have fhewn her the free 
Remark which I made; it was well meant, and £he 
is well diipofed, but human Nature is vary, very de¬ 
praved. And perhaps, theca is no greater Inuance 
Vol.II. 
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of it, thart our Pronenefs to take Offence at the 
leaft difparaging Hint; nay, fometimes to fancy our- 
felves wronged, if we are not extolled to the Shfes. 
I heartily with, the bleffed Jefus may give this young 
Lady, the Ornament of a meek and humble Spi¬ 
rit. That, being lowly in her own Eyes, {he may 
be exalted by the great God. 

I fee fo much Indigence, and fo many diftreffed 
Obje&s, that I begrudge myfclf all unneceffary Dif- 
burfements of Money. Who would indulge too 
much, even in innocent and elegant Amufements, 
and thereby leffen his Ability to relieve, to che- 
rifh, and comfort the Lord Jefus, in his afflidded 
Members ? 

I with you could have preached at Collingtree. 
My poor People long for the fincere Milk of the 
Word. You would have a Congregation, all of 
them honouring you, moil of them attentive to you, 
and many of them edified by you.—It grieves me, 
it pains me at my very Soul, that I am difiniffed or 
rather cut off, from the honourable and delightful 
Service of the Miniftry.—But, to be refigned, per¬ 
haps, is better than to labour; and an adoring Sub- 
miffion for me at left more proper, than a zealous 
Application. O! may I bow my Head, and duti¬ 
fully ftand in the Lot, which, the Almighty Sove¬ 
reign pleafes to affign! 

Ever your’s, £sV. 
LETTER II. 

My dear Friend , London, Saturday Night. 

J Congratulate you on Mifs ***’s Recovery. Why 
do'yqflpall her **'* ? ’Tis a ftrons Temptation 
46'"Vanity' She muft be deeply ballafted with Hu¬ 
mility, not to be puffed up at fuch a Title; -which 
• ’ *■' afiinailate* 
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nflimilates her to one of the moft lovely and accent- 
plffhed Charaders, that ever was defcribed. 

O! that we all may be recovered from that le- 
thargick Indolence, which deadens our Attendance 
to the one Thing needful!—What a God have we! 
how immenfely glorious ! and how little do we re¬ 
verence him !—What a Saviour ! how unutterably 
gracious ! and how little do we lave him !—What 
Promifes! how inviolably faithful! Yet how feeble 
is our Affiance in them I — What a Heaven! how 
tfanfcendently delightful! Yet how languid are our 
De/ires of it!—O ! that the blefied, blefled Redeemer 
ipay baptize us with the Holy Ghoft, as with a 
flaming Fire ! to quicken, animate, and kindle into 
a Glow of Devotion, thefe benumbed Souls pf ours ! 
—I muft add no more, only that I am, with great 
Sincerity, though in great Hafte, 

Inviolably vour’s, idc. 


LETTER III; 

My dear Friend , 

TAM furprifed at what you fay, relating to dear Mr. 
J- * **. What* Evil hath he done, or wherein has 
he offended, that Difefteem fhould be his Lot? Yet 
what are fuch Inftances of Contempt, compared 
with the Reproaches and Infults offered to the all- , 
glorious Redeemer ? God, I truft, will blefs his Ser^ 
mon ; and fo much the more, as it is regarded fey 
fome People, with an evil Eye. Oh ! what a com¬ 
fortable Confideration is it, that the Succefs of oat 
Pifcourfes depends not upon ourojuniJfa ility, which 
is as Nothing; depends not upbp the Favoiir fef 
Men, which is very capricious; but depends wholly 
upon the Influence of that almighty Spirit, whole 
Prefence is unlimited, and Power uncontroulable. 

B 2 My 
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My Father had engaged Mr. *** to fupply |t 
Collingtree: I hope he grows in Grace,and in Know¬ 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

Adieu! my dear Friend, adieu f 
LETTER IV. 

Sir, London, Feb. 23. 

R. *** and Mr. *** may have tried, and may 
^ repeat their Attempts, to anenate the Affec¬ 
tions of tny Colli'ngtree Hearer^. I am under no 
Concern with regard to myfelf .-—Fragile cupiens i/li- 
dere Dentem Off'endet folido —will, I believe, be the 
Iflue of their Endeavours. I am only forry for the 
People’s fake, that they Arnold fquander away their 
minifterial Talents, a.id miniftcrial Labours, to fo 
poor a Purpofe. Lei them be more inceflant “ in 
“ warning every Man, and teaching every Man, that 
“ they may prejent every Man perfedl in Chrift Je- 
** fus.”—Thus let them feek to win their Affec¬ 
tions ; and, I do rejoice, yea and will rejoice, in 
their Succefs. Dear Sir, the Way to fecure the 
Love of others, 1%, to love them, to pray for them, 
and with a willing Affiduity to fetfbrward their true 
Happinefs, This, whenever I was amongft them, 
my People will confefs, Idid not ceafe to do. And 
tjie God of Heaven knows, I daily bear them on 
jny Heart, and often recommend them to the ten¬ 
dered: Mercies of our everlafting Father. Never 
therefore be appreherifive of my Tofing either their 
Efteem with regard my Candufl, or their Affec¬ 
tion with regarded. my rerfon. Oh that their pre¬ 
cious Souls wetp as firmly united to Gliri/l , as their 
favour able Gjffiriion is : fecured to me ! —Well, Olould 
'Neighbours' undermine us, and Friends forfake us, 
the adorable and all-condefcCnding God is faithful. 

5 H* 



I 5 3 

He cfaangeth not. His Word of Grace endureth 
forever. He loves his People with an everlaftiug 
Love. And Oh what Worms, what Dull:, what 
mere Nothings, are all Men, are all Creatures, be¬ 
fore that infinitely blefled Author of all Perfection ! 
What a Senfe had the Pfalmilt of this weighty 
Truth, when he poured forth that rapturous Excla¬ 
mation ; “ Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and 
“ there is none, there is nothing on Earth, that I 
« defire in comparison of thee!” May this, my 
dear Friend, be th'- continual Language of your 
Heart; and of bis, who hopes to be both in Time 
and to Eternity, 

^ afteCHonatcly your’s, &<■. 

LETTER V. 

IVednMay Morning, Miles’s Lata. 

Dtar Mr. Nixon, 

YOUR obliging Letter found me at my Brother’s 
* in Miles’s Lane , where 1 propofe to abide to 
the End of the Week ; and here your entertaining 
and improving Company would be a Favour, not 
to myfelf only, but to the whole Family. 

I am indebted to your Good-nature, for fo can¬ 
didly accepting the fmall but free Obfervation, made 
in my laft. 1 am going to run myfelf farther in' 
Debt, by propofing to your Confideration, whar 
now occure to my Thoughts..—The enclofed Que¬ 
ries I fubmit entirely to your Judgment, and from 
your Determination fhall make no Appeal. 

I have read Dr. Hodges’s, Elibu *; and very much 
admire bis Zeal for that moft comfortable DoCh ine, 
the Righteoufnefe of our Lord jefus Chrift, ira- 

• Pr. Hodges was Provoft of Oriel College, Oxford. 

B 3 * pitted 
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puted to Sinners for their Juftification. I highly 
honour alfo his diftinguifhed Veneration for that in¬ 
comparably excellent Book, the Bible. Surely, his 
Wojks will be a Means of caufing the Study of 
thofe Ao yut. fyuila. to revive. Don’t you think, the 
Style is mafeuline, and the Manner enlivened ?—As 
to the Hutchitfonian Peculiarities, I don’t pretend 
to be a competent Judge, and dare not peremptorily 
condemn them. Yet, they feem to be fo very finely 
fpun, and to have fo large an Alloy of Fancy, that 
I know not how to admit them for fferling Truth. 
■—I am truly concerned to hear of Mr. **’s and 
his Lady’s Illnefs. Dear Sir, what a fading Flower 
is Health ; and what an expiring V apour is Life / 
May you be an Inftrument of winging Souls to the 
Knowledge of the adorable God, and to the Faith 
of Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent; then they will, 
in another State of Things, pofl'efs a Vigour that 
is fubjedt to no Decay, and enjoy that Life, which 
knows no End. 

I 

I am, dear Sir, your obliged and 
affectionate Friend, i5V, 

P. S. Is “ Lively Oracles,” an exa£t Tranfla- 
tion of the above-mentioned Greek Glaufe ? 


LETTER VI. 


My dear Friend, London , March 28, 1751. 

Y OU depend, you fay, upon my Promife ; and 
fee, how readily it is performed .—And if you 
depend on the Execution of a Promife from a frail, 
frail Creature i will you not much more expe£t the 
Accbtnplifhment of Promifes , made by that ador- 
JtW$>Being, whofe Counfels of old are Faithful 


"f* Itcfs'and Truth?’ 


Oh that we may not djfho- 
nou? 
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nour God’s Goodnefs, difparagc his Veracity, and 
depreciate his dear Son’s unspeakable Merits, by 
Unbelief, bafe, vile, deftru&ive Unbelief! 

I have not an Opportunity of communicating 
your News to our dear Friend. ‘He has.left Lon¬ 
don. —It is not known when he will return. He is 
not expected, till fome Months are expired. And 
who, how many, may be gone into Eternity, before 
that Period is arrived ! 

You afk. How it fares with my Health? You 
may remember, that I have more than once anfwered 
fuch' an Inquiry with Silence; for I don’t like to 
be upon the complaining String, and I cannot fay, 
my Health is either reftored, or improved. When 
your Letter cam§ (not till Tucfday about Five 
o’Clock) it found me in a State of extreme Lan- 

f uor. I had written nothing, done nothing, finca 
>inner. Though I took up an eafy and entertain¬ 
ing Book, I was obliged to lay it down again. 
Thus T fpend , rather thus I lofc many Hours: So 
that between intervening Company, and Debility 
of Spirits, I make but a t|ery flow, 1 ’carce any Pro- 
grefs in my intended Work. 

I have no News, though at the great Mart of In¬ 
telligence. My Sifter is fafely delivered of a Son, 
which puts one in mind of the glorious Piece of 
News, celebrated by the Angels, and foretold with 
a rapturous Delight by the Prophet—“ To w a 
* e Child is born; to us a Son is given.” His Name 
(hall be the mighty God; and yet his Office Ihall 
be, to bear our Sins in his own Body on the Tree. 
May this News be ever founding in the Ears, and 
ever operative on the Hearts of, my dear Friend, 
jind of. 


his ever affe&ionate, tefc, 

B4 fcJSf. 
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LETTER .VIL 

My dear FriendTottenham, May 30, 1751* 

T AM now at my Brothers’s Country Houfe—Pray 
* who is Mr. ***, the Writer of the Letter in- 
clofed in your’s ? He afks me, to get him a Curacy ; 
little aware, that I am but a Curate myjelf. I be¬ 
lieve, the World ha? a Notion, that I am a digni¬ 
fied, or a beneficcd Man at left. Dear Sir, rrjay it 
be your Benefice, and mine, to do Good to Souls ! 
And our higheft Dignity, to glorify the ever blef- 
fed Redeemer, who for our Sake had not where to 
lay his Head, till he was numbered with the Tranf- 
groflbrs, and laid it in the filent Grave. 

I hope your Health is eflablifhed; and how does 
your Soul profper ? Don’t you delight to think of, 
to talk of, to have Communion with, that wonder¬ 
ful, that amiable Being, whom to know , is Wiidom j 
whom to enjoy , is Happinefs ? Happinefs, not to be 
deferibed by Words, only to be underftood by Ex¬ 
perience. Oh! that we may follow on to know 
him! Then we have a Fromife (a Promife more 
liable than the Foundations of Nature) that ouf 
“ Labour (hall not be in vain 111 the Lord.” Gold 
has no Value, and Diamonds lofe their Luftre,when 
compared with thofe unitarchable Riches of Chrift, 
which Mr. *** fo largely enjoys himflf, and fo 
freely offers to others . His Mtniftry is fignally 
owned by his condcfcmding, and almighty Matter. 
Many, 1 am told, of the iuperior, as well as lower 
Orders in Life, attend his Miniftry: And if there 
be Efficacy in united Prayers; if there be Zeal In 
the Lord God of Hofts, for the Honour of his dear 
Son; if there be Faithfulnefs and Compaffion in 
our exalted Saviour, his Labours will, they will be 
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bleft. May they, every Day, every Hour, be bfef- 
fed more abundantly! 

Meft cordially your’s, Gfc. 


LETTER VIII. 


1 


My dear Friend, Tottenham, July 2, X751. 

Hope you have now done with Mr. * ** : J hope 
your Houfe is fufficiently ornamented. I think 
it h rather over-ftocked with Decorations. Now 
let us be good Stewards of Jefus Chi iff; employ 
what we can fpare, for the Honour of his bleffcd 
Name, and Comfort of his indigent People. V. or- 
thy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive Riches, 
as well as Bleffings and Praife. 

Pray, don’t mention me to Mrs. ***, though I 
honour and compaffionate her; I am not fit to vifit 
her, nor qualified to edify her. This is with me the 
trying Seafon of the Year, and my animal Nature 
Is all Relaxation. Oh that I may be ilron» in 
Faith ! That precioUs Faith , that “ where Sin hath 
“ abounded, Grace will much more abound.” 

Don’t you fometimes foe our dear Friend *** ? 
1 find he has been aft hrijtol lately, to diftrrbute, I 
don’t doui t, tire Waters of Life, for more precious 
an hea irtg than the Waters of that medicinal 
Sp-rtg, Let us do likewife. Fo yet a very, very 
little Wi ile, taut) and he, that fhall come, 

will tome, bud will not tarry. Then Opportuni¬ 
ties . fi iritua - and lodily Charity ceafe for ever. 

1 believe it is four Months fince I heard from Mr. 
***. HoW 'precarious human Interchanges of 
Kindnefs! What a Hlelfing, that the Way to Hea¬ 
ven Is always open. . Whenever we will, we may 
have Accefs to God through the Blood of his Son. 
And “ he nevet failefh them that feek him.” 

How 



[ io 3 

IIow docs Mr. * * * go on? Don’t you foHie- 
times ftir up the Embers in his Heart; if fo be, 
the Coals may glow, and the Fire at length bum, 
—I hope, your Converfatiop is bluffed to Mrs. **', 
Glad to find the admits Mrs. *** to her Company : 
She is a godly, fenfibk Woman, who underftands, 
relifhes, talks favourily and intelligently on the 
Truths of the Gofpel.—She is difereet likewife, 
knows how to keep a becoming Diftance, and will 
not make a wrong, an affirming Ufe of a Lady’s 
Condcfcenfion. May the God of Heaven blefs 
them bothy and give them to grow in Gface, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
thrift. And what I pray for them, 1 pray for my 
(Liar l 'rietul. 


Ever your’s £sV, 
LETTER IX. 

My dear Friend , Tottenham, July 14, 1751# 

TAM fort y to hear your Account of Mr, * * *: 
-*■ See what Snares are around us. How the Devil 
endeavours' to obftrudt our Ufefulnefs, by blemifh- 
ing our Credit: May the Minifters of Chrjft be 
upright and undefiled in the Way! Or elfe they will 
not be able to reprove and exhort with all (no, nor 
with any) Authority. The God of Power and 
Faithfulnefs fays of his Church, fays of his People; 
“ I the Lord keep it. 1 will water it every Mo- 
“ meat, left any hurt it: I will preferve it Night 
“ and Day f.” May this Promife be our Shield, 
be fulfilled to us evermore ! Don’t you go on, my 
dear Friend, to lay up thefe precious Pledges of 
Heaven in your Memory, and enrich your Heart 

f Ifa. xxvii. 3| 

from 
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from them, by frequent Meditation ? They are the 
Seed of Faith., By thefe we are to be made Par¬ 
takers of the divine Nature. Partakers of the di¬ 
vine Nature! Volumes cannot explain, what is 
comprifcd in thofe few Words. May we know 
what they mean, by happy, happy Experience! 

I pity poor Mr. ***, knowing what it is to be 
in a State of languilhing. Ah! ah ! my dear Sir, 
lay up a Stock of Comfort, get your Graces lively, 
wnile animal Nature blooms. When the Blajl of 
Sicknefs fmites, and our Strength becomes Labour 
and Sorrow; how miferable mull be our Condition, 
without an Intereft, an eftablifhed Intereft in the all- 
glorious Redeemer! 

Why do yt>u cherifh dijlrufful Thoughts of the 
blefled God f Is he not boundlefs Goodnefs ? Is not 
his Goodnefs greater than the Heavens ? Docs not 
his Mercy, that lovely Attribute, endure for ever ? 
All the Kindnefs of the moft endeared Relations, 
compared with the tender Companions of a God 
jn Chrift, are no better than Cruelty itfelf. Read 
the fourteenth Chapter of Hofea. “ Hide it within 
your Heart.” Turn it into Prayer to the King of 
Heaven ; and I hope it will be to your Soul as the 
Dawning-Day after a darkfome Night. 

Our dear Friend has met with uncommon Fa¬ 
vour and Acceptance. Excellent Man ! How does 
he work while it is Day! How fweet to fuch a La¬ 
bourer, will be Heaven’s everlafting Reft! There 
may you meet him! And there find, as a Monu¬ 
ment of infinitely free Grace in Chrift, 


your truly affe&ionate, fsV. 


LET. 



C >* 1 

LETTER X. 


fi jy dear Friend, , OB. 1$, 1751. 

Ir p W O of your Letters are now before me, Who 
expected long ere this to have been before the 
Judge of Quick and Dead.—Blefled be God, I am 
got down Stairs, and the Day before Yefterday went 
abroad in a Catch. Oh! what great Troubles 
and Adverfities haft thou (hewed me! Yet didft 
thou turn and refrefti me ; yea, and broughte.lt me 
from the Depth of the Earth again. Oh! my dear 
Friend, how (hall I be thankful? May that infinitely 
good and gracious God, who has given me fuen 
C aufe, give me Pmver to be grateful. May I be 
enabled to devote every Moment of that Life, which 
he has prolonged, and every Faculty of that Body, 
which he has preferved,—devote them wholly to the 
Honour of his blefled Name. 

Poor »**’s Cafe I commiferate. The Charge 
attending my illnefs will be conftderable; but I 
am not without Hopes that my Father will be fo 
good as to defray it; then my Hands will not be 
(heightened: Oh! that my Bowels may never be 
ftreightened, but may I “ draw out my Soul to the 
“ Hungry.” 

I am glad to hear that a Seventh Edition of Dr. 
Stonhoufe’s f Book is demanded r—May it go forth 

in 

f This ufeful Unit Treatife is intitUi, Friendly Ad¬ 
vice to a Patient, and Spiritual Direftioni for the Un- 

inftrufied.- It ’was firft pullijbed in the Year 1748. 

—is given by the Governors tf'mofi of oier Infirmaries, 
to the Out as •well as the In Patients m their Admijfion ; 
and is fuitalle in general to every fiek Per/on. — It is 
fold fidg/y at Six-pence Jiitched, or at Two Guineas per 
Hunited, by Mr. Rivington i»St. Paul’s Church-Yard, 

London. 



[ *3 J 

m the Name, in the Strength, and for- the Honour 
of the bleffed Jefus, and may it profper! Tho’, as 

J 'ou obferve, he and I think differently on fome 
, oints; nor is the Doctor an Admirer of my favou¬ 
rite Author Mr. Marjhctll. —The Acceptance hgwever, 
which God has given to bis,' and to my nun Writ¬ 
ings, fhould fend both of us oftener to the Throne 
of Grace, and quicken our Applications to the di¬ 
vine Goodnefs ; that his all-powerful Spirit may ac¬ 
company our Injlruftiotis , and make them a real 
BleJJing t<J our Readers. 

- . -I write, as a poor Prifoner, who lately ex¬ 

pected to have the Sentence of Death executed; 
but has now got a fhort, uncertain Reprieve. May 
I never forget how much I lhall want an allured 
Faith in the all-glorious Redeemer, when that awful 
Change approaches. Let us labour after fuch a 
firm Eftablifhment in Chrift, fuch an unfhnken 
Affiance in his Merits, and fuch an unfeigned Lovd 
of his Name, as may make it Gain to die, and the 
Day of our Dijfolution better than the Day of our 
Nativity. —Poor Dr. *** ! Oh may He, and his af¬ 
flicted Partner find Confolation in the Faithfulnefs, 
the Goodnefs, the unfearchable Riches of Chrift ? 
Thefe, apprehended by a fweet, allured, Scm’.-re- 
viving Faith ; thefe, I fay, are our Sovereign Sup- 
fort under all Troubles, and our moftxft'eciual Pre- 

London. — But, at it is adepted by the Society for Pro¬ 
moting Chrilfian Knowledge, into the Nunder nf tUje 
Treatifes, which they difperfe, as properly calculated for 
the Advancement and Revival of true Religion, it may 
be had for charitable Vfes by any of the fabferihing Mem¬ 
bers, on the Terms of tht r'Societ" ; namely, at Ifalf Prue 
(which is a Guinea per-Hundred); tht other Half bury 
defrayed out of tin Societv’j Subfcription Fund. , 

fervativi 
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ferhiative from all Temptations. We believe, blef- 
led, bitlled Jefus, help our Unbelief! 

I am, 

my dear Sir, 
ever your’s, while 

J AM E S H E R V E V. 

LETTER XL 

London , Miles’s Lane , Dec. 3, 1751. 
Dear Mr. Nixon, 

I I' is probable, you may have heard of my late 
dangerous Sicknefs; and it is more than proba¬ 
ble, nay, I look upon it as a Certainty, that your 
good Nature has admitted this Circumftance as an 
Kxcufe for my Silence.—Indeed, dear Sir, I was 
fick, and nigh unto Death. Little did I think of 
writing any more to my Friends, or of being written 
any longer among the Living! Oh that I may devote 
the Life', which has been prolonged, devote it wholly 
to the God of my Health and my Salvation! 

I received by Dr. ** your Quotation from Plato , 
proving that the Propofition bears a vicarious 
Signification + : For which, be pleafed to accept 

my 

f The learned and Reverend Mr. Nixon, Reflor of 
Cold-Higham in Nortbamptcnjhire, who furnithed Mr. 
Hcrvty with the Proof from Plato that am bears a •vi¬ 
carious Signification, hath communicated a remarkable 
PatTagc, which fiiews, that the Notion of a vicarious 
Sacrifice, prevailed alfo amongft the old Gauls. “ Pr6 
«< vita Hominis nifi vita Homini 9 reddatur, non poffe 

“ aliter 
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my Thanks. It is a moft reviving “and delightful 
Truth, that Chrift has fuffered in our Stead, and 
bore all our Sins in his own Body on the Tree. 
When I was lately on the Verge of Eternity, and 
juft going to launch into the invifible World, I 
could find Confolation in nothing, but this precious, 
precious Faith. If all my Iniquities were laid upon 
the beloved Son, they'will never be laid to my 
Charge in the Day of Judgment. If the blefled 
Jefus" made full Sutisfafi'ton for my Tranfgrcflions, 
the righteous God will never demand two Payments 
of one Debt. What an Anchor for the Soul is fuch 
a Belief! how fare ! how ftedfaft ! May it be our 
Solace in Life, and our Security in Death. 

A Volume of Letters, written by the Earl of Or¬ 
rery to his Son, has very much captivated the At¬ 
tention of the Publick.—Dr. Brotvtt’s Remarks too 
upon Lord Shaftflmry’a Characicrifiicks are, I think, 
equally worthy of univerfal Acceptance. ’Tis a 
refined Entertainment, to perufe fuch elegant and 
judicious Compofitions. But how flat are they all, 
how jejune and fpiritlefs, compared with the fincere 
Milk of the Word ; the lively Oracles of God ! I 
hope, they will always prove a Whet to our fpiritual 
Appetite; quicken our Defires, and heighten our 
Relifh, of that heavenly Manna, which is fpread 
over every Page of the feible. 

I am, dear Sir, 

your very affectionate Friend, bfc. 

“ aliter Deornm immortaliom Numen placari Arbi- 
" trantur (Galli) publieeque ejufdem Generis habeat 
" inftituta Sacrifida.” 

J. Cxf, Commen. de Bell. Gall. L. vi#C. 16. 


L E T- 
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LETTS’^ m 

My Star Friend, London, Jan. 14, 175a. 

I Kuow you will excjife my long Silence, and ac¬ 
quit -me on the Receipt of this fetter, though I 
own myfclf in your Debt for another. When I 
have a lucid or a lively Interval, 1 think it my Duty 
to employ it, in attcnij>.ing.J» finifh my little Work. 
Which alas! proceeds as flowly, as my Blood 
creeps" heavily through my Veins. Happy, happy 
they, who have Fkmnefs of Nerve, and Fertility 
of Thought j and are enabled to devote them both 
to their gracious Redeemer’s Service. 

Pkafe to pay my beft Thanks to Dr. Cotton , for 
his very delicate Vifiom. 1 wiili they may do Good, 
and promote Virtue; then, I am perfuaded, they 
will Anfwcr the benevolent Intention of the Author. 
I wiih at the fame Time, that he would be a little 
explicit and courageous for Jefus Chrift. He de- 
farves it at our Hands, who for our Sake endured 
.foe Crofs, and defpifed the Shame. He will re¬ 
compense it into our jBofom, by owning us before his 
Father, and the holy Angels. Nor can I ever 
think, that foe Spread of our Performances will be 
obftrufted, by pleafiug him , who has all Hearts and 
all Events in his fovereign Hand.—A Vi/ton upon 
Death f, without a Difplay of Chrift, fcems to me 
like a Body without an Heart, or an Heart without 
animal Spirits. I am fure, when I was lately (as 
myfdf.and every one apprehended) on the Brink of 
E term tv, I found no Confolation but in Chrift* 
Then ! felt, what I had foofien read, that there is 
no Name given under (Uaven, whereby Man 
mayWain Life and. Salvation, but only foe Name, 

• The laft of Dr. Cotton’* very elegant poetical 

Viiions. 

foe 
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the precious and ineftttnalle Name of fefus Chrift. 
Oh i that its Savour may "be to us, boat living and 
dying, M as Ointment poured out.** 

Tell Mrs, **, that foe has Hot offended me; 
but I am grieved, that 1 fhoutd give her OccaEon 
for fueh a Sufpicion. 

You refer me to a Bfdr. v, 33 f. *Tis afweet 
Paflage, a nobie and comfortable Truth; and the 
apparent Do&rine of Scripture, however found in 
an Apochryphal Book.—Oh 1 that we may feck 
more affiduoufly to our all-condefcending and omni¬ 
potent Friend. He will never upbraid us for our 
1 mportunity; He will never difeppoint our Hope ; 
He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all, 
that we can afk, or think: And, bleifed for ever 
be his Name, as is his Power , fo is his Love to his 
People, his Children, his Heirs. In this bleffei 
Number may He rank my dear Friend, and his 

ever afie&ionate, &c, 

LETTER XIII. 

Milfs’s Lane , March 24, 1752. 

My dear Friend t 

T Received your Favour.'—I congratulate you on 
your Succefc in your Profeffion. Mom fays, 
** it is God, who giveth Power to get Wealth.** 
May fitch Acceffions of Profperity, enlarge yOur 
Heart with Gratitude, and attach your Airodnonp 
to our divine Benefa&or!—■I am forrry to hear your 

f And i faid. Speak 09 , my Lord: the& faldHe 
unto me. Thou art fore troubled in Mind for Ifirael’* 
Sake: Lovell thou that People better than He, that 
made them. 

Vol. II. C Account 
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Account of dear **. Oh that we may be taught 
Qftuut itf 7a jvpfticH. “ Lord lead me in a plain 
“ Way,” was the Prayer of a noble Sufferer. May 
the Thing, that He prayed for, be the Deftre of our 
Heart, and Guide of our Life. I will very readily 
give him fame Bibles , if He (for He is, if I tniftake 
not, a Member of foe Society for Promoting Chrif- 
tian Knowledge) will fend me an Order in his 
Name, a Dozen fhall be at his Service. I fhall 
think my own Books are publifoed to good Purpofe, 
if they enable the Author to didribute* the inva¬ 
luable Boob of God. 

Upon Reflection I charge myfelf with Folly , for 
putting it into Mr. **’s Power to communicate 
a certain Rumour. The wife Man fays humour- 
oufly and farcaftically; “ Venture to conceal a St- 
V cret, and be bold it will not burft thee.” Inti¬ 
mating withal, that a Secret in mod People’s Bread, 
is like fermenting Liquor in a Calk, which mud 
have Vent j or elfe it will burd foe Veffel. There¬ 
fore 

Quid de qttoque Firo, & cui dicas ftpe eaveto. 

Mr. **’s lad Piece I have not read through. I 
can’t fay, I am fond of that Controverfy. The 
Dodtrine of the Perfeveranct of Chrid’s Servants, 
Gbrid’s Children, Chrid’s Spoufe, and Chrid’f 
Members, I am thoroughly perfuaded of. Prededi- 
riation fond Reprobation I think of, with Fear and 
trembling. And if I foould attempt to ftudy them, 
I, would dudy them on my Knees. 

* Mr. Hervey received /even hundred Pounds for his 
VTitijjgs; Every Shilling of which He gave away in. 
CK»p tho’ He was rather in fir ait Circumftances 
idiffilf. Nor would He fuffer his Name to be men- 
iiosea, where it could be avoided, as foe Donor, 
f Sc# Letter XCVH. of this Vol. 

I wilh 
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I wife you would aft Dr. Sttmhoufe ’s Opiifon 
about Eph. iv. 16. with Relation to the anatomical 
Propriety of the Paffage; and with his, give me 
your own .—I know not what to do, about publifhing. 
May the Father of Lights direct me! and not fuffer 
me, either to write improperly, or to print precipi¬ 
tately!—With Thanks for your Letter, and with 
Prayers for your Increafe in Faith, in Love, and 
Holinefs; or, in that Kingdom of God, which is 
Righteoufnefs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoft. . I am 


erer your’s, Stc» 

LETTER XIV. 

Dear Mr. Nixon, Miles’s Lane , 1752. 

T AM obliged to you, for the Favour done me by 
your Letter, and for the Honour done me by your 
Verfes to be engraved under my Mezzotinto Pic¬ 
ture. I Ihould have acknowledged both thefe Ob¬ 
ligations fooner, if my Printfeller had not been di¬ 
latory in publishing the Picture; which is now 
tranimitted to Dr. Stonhoufe , and deiires your Ac¬ 
ceptance. 

I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called 
Honour, is a little capricious and whimftcal. I for 
my Part, had taken my final Leave of her; ex¬ 
pected non0N>f her Favours, and was become fa¬ 
miliarly acquainted with Contempt. How is it 
then, that fhe Angles out a Perfon, whofeName 
has long ago been ftruck out of her Lift; and be¬ 
llows her Careffes upon a mean Creature, that has 
been ufed to At on the Dunghill? Oh that it may 
be for the Glory of Chrift’s Grace, Chrift’s Wif- 
dom, Chrift’s rower ! May I ferve. to the Sun of 
Rightepufnefs, as a.Cloud is fubfexvieat to the Sun 
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in the Firmament, which, though all gloomy in it- 
lelf, exhibits a Rainbow; and thereby (hews the 
World, what beautiful Colours are combined in 
that magnificent Luminary. 

You arc pleafed to inquire after my little Work | 
dear Sir, add to your kind Inquiries, a Prayer to 
God, that it may be executed under the Anointings 
of his Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) under 
the Influence .of his Bleffing. My late Sicknefs 
laid an abfolutc Embargo upon it, for a conliderable 
' Time, and has fo fhattered my feeble Conftiution, 
that I proceed like a Veflel that has loft its Rigging, 
and is full of Leaks.—However flowly I advance 
in this Eflay, may I grow daily in Grace, and in 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift; and meet you, dear Sir, in that happy, 
happy Haven, where we both would be. Till then 
be pleafed to rank, in the Number of your fincere 
and afte&ionate Friends, 

your obliged humble Servant, &c. 

L E T T E R XV. 

To his Mother. 

Honoured Madam , April 6. 

T Received your Favour of the 4th Inftant. Am 
very forry to find, my Father is fo ill. I hope 
and earneftly pray, that the great eternal Lord of 
Life and Death, will rebuke his Diforder, and re- 
ftore him to Health.-—You need not doubt of being 
remembered in my Supplications to the Throne of 
Graee. Oh that they were better i Oh that they 
pr$wded from firmer Faith, and, were accompa¬ 
nied with greater Fervour t Poor and weak as they 
are, they are often put up in Behalf of my honoured 
Parents, that the . God and Father of our Lord 
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Jefus Chrift, may ftrengthen them with all Might, 
according to his glorious Power, unto all Patience 
and Long-fuffering with Joyfulnefs. May He give 
them an humble Re fig nation to his blefled Will; 
enable them to rejoice even in their Tribulations, 
and make all Things work together for their Good 
—their exceeding great, and everlafting Good. 

I have, in Obedience to your Orders, put my 
Affairs in Readinefs to leave the City; yet hope 
there will be no Occafion for fuch a fpeedy Removal. 
—But if I Ihould come, alas! what can I do ? My 
Weaknefs is inconceivable. None can know it, 
but the all-fearching God. I am evidently worfe, 
now the milder Wedther is advancing. 

I am glad to hear my Siffer holds well. God al¬ 
ways mingles the Cup of Affliction with fome fweet- 
cning Drops. None but Chrift, thaf dear and 
adored Redeemer—None but Chrift, had Gall with¬ 
out any Honey, and Vengeance without any Mercy. 
Blefled be his moft holy Name for enduring all 
Kind of Mifery, that we might want no Manner of 
Thing that is good. 

I am, £sV. 


LETTER XVI. 

Dear Sir, Tottenham , October lS, 1751. 

TUH AT (hall I fay, or how (hall I excufe my- 
v v felf ? I feem to be in the Condition of Pha~ 
rash's Butler, who remembered not his good Friend 
Jofeph, but forgat him.—Ypt be allured, dear Sir, 
that I have not forget your |Cindnefs j I have re¬ 
tained a warm Senfe of Gratttijdei in myBreaft: 
The Reafon of my not acknowedgijmg j 
fooner was this j I propofed to have trim., 

Pipce to your Hands (that Part of it at lea 

C 3 was 
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was to be enriched with your own Thoughts) that it 
might have the Advantage of your critical Revifal, 
ana judicious Corrections. Rut, cxtream Weak- 
nefs of Body, has retarded me in accotnpliihing, 
has almoft rendered me incapable of profecuting 
the Work. To all which Infirmities the Providence 
of our all-wife heavenly Fathcr, has been pleafed to 
fuperadd a violent Fever j which confined me for 
eight Weeks, and brought tne to the very Brink of 
the Grave. I beg of you dear Sir, to accept my 
beft Thanks for your Letter and its Valuable 
Contents; though late in their Arrival, they are 
very fincere in their Tender. I hope you will give 
me Leave to be obliged to you for one Favour 
more. If ever the divine Goodnefs {hall enable me 
to complete my Defign, allow me to put it under 
your Examination; J (hall fend it abroad into the 
World, with much lefs Trepidation, with much 
greater Satisfaction, if it has undergone the Scrutiny 
of your Judgment, and received the Correction of 
your Pen.—I am, at left I wifh to be, {eniible of 
my own Incapacity for handling the glorious, the 
divinely excellent Truths of God’s everlafting Gof- 
pel.' if the Apoftle, who had been caught up into 
the third Heaven, could not forbear crying out with 
fo much Vehemence, “ Who is fifjicient for theje 
Things?” What, Oh what {hall I fay? Indeed, I 
have much Fear and Trembling of Heart, left I 
fhould give fome wrong Touch to the Ark; or by 
any imprudent, though officious Kifs, may betray 
my divine Matter to his Enemies, rather than re¬ 
commend him to the Worid.-—Good Sir, affift me 
with' your Prayers, that if I write, I may be anoint¬ 
ed with that UnCtion from the Holy One, which 
may teach me all Things, and lead, me into all 
Truth j which may. furuilh me with the Tongue of 
the Learned, ana give ape the . Pen of a ready 
Writer. 


Have 
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Have you feen Mr. Taylor's late Treatife on tW 
Sacrifice and Atonement of fefus Ghrft? If you have, 

1 Ihould be glad to know whsi'Remarks occurred - 
to your Mind on the Perufal.—»As you are a Lover 
of natural Philofophy, I wilh you' would confider thej” 
Bleffing of Jofiphy Dent, xxxiii. 13, 14, 15,16. and* 
favour me with your Sentiments upon that bfeat/ti- 
ful PafTage.—I mould not make cither this or thaf 
preceding Requeft, if I had not the higheft Opi¬ 
nion of the Freedom and Fidelity of your Temper,' 
and thq aecuiate DifcCrnment of your Underftartd- 
ing.'—As the blefled God has been pleafed to deaden 1 
your Senfe of Hearing, may he daily quicken your 
jpiritual Senfes, to difeern both Good and Evil. 
May he give you to hear the fweet and ftill Voice - 
of his good Spirit, witneffing with ypttr Spirit, that, 
you are the Child of God, and an Heir of Glory! ( 
And would you implore the feme Bleffing for yout 
unworthy Friend, it would be a Kindnefs molt 
gratefully to be acknowledged by r dear Sir, 

your much obliged, and 

affectionate Servant, 
James Hbrvet.- 

P. S. We have put ofte of Mr. Mofes Browne’s 
Children Apprentice to a handfome Bufmefe; and 
it will-be a Pleasure to do fo worthy a Man all the» 
Service that lies in my Power. 


LETTER XVIL 

London, Milts’s Lane, Dec. 22, *751. 

Dear Sifter , 

\J Efterday in the Afternoort, Mr. ** and his Mo. 
•* ther called upon me j he offered to convey ; 
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convey a 
Letter 
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Letter or any Meflageto Weft on. I could not ne~ 
gleft this Opportunity of fending you my bcft Wifees, 
and the Congratulations of the oeafon. 

Pleafe to thank my Mother for her kind Letter. 
•—The Wine was to have come laft Week, but my 
Brother forgot to give the necelTary Orders, until 
it was too late. I hope no fuch Difappointment 
will happen, if we live to fee the End of this Week. 
I wife you much of the divine Prefence, and Jov 
of the Lord in ufmg it. May we all drink of thole 
living Waters, which Chrift Jefus has promifed in 
his Gofpel! Of which they, who drink, feall thirft 
no more ; but they feall be in them a Well of Wa¬ 
ter, fpringing up into everlafting Life.—Pfay let me 
know, what thofe living Waters mean ? 

I have noPrefent to make you this Cbriflmas , un¬ 
less you will accept one from God’s holy Word. 
In the ninth Chapter of Ifaiah , it is foretold, that 
poor Sinners, feall not only have a good Hope, but 
feall even rejoice before God. Rejoice with ex¬ 
ceeding great Joy; fuch as the Hufeandman feels, 
when he gathers in his Harveft, and receives the 
Reward or all his Toil. Such as the Soldier expe¬ 
riences,* when he has conquered his Enemy, and is 
dividing the Spoil. 

What feall be fee Source of this Joy ?—Their 
worldly Wealth ? Alas! Riches make themfelves 
Wings, and fly away. They profit not in the Day 
of Wrath.—Their carnal Pleafuires ? Thtefe are 
always Froth, and frequently Gail. To be ena¬ 
moured wife feefe, is Death.—Their own good 
Deeds ? Thefe are a broken Reed, a filthy Rag; 
and feould cover us with Confufion, not fill us with 
Conceit;,—W hence then is this Joy to flow ? From 
Chrift, whoty from Chrift: He is the rich Gift of 
God: He is fee Pearl of great Price j fee only 
Confolation of Sinners, and the fupreme Joy of his 
People.—Therefore fee Prophet adds, in the Lan¬ 
guage 
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guagc of Triumph and Exultation, “Tobj» Child 
“ is born, to us a Soft is given, and the Govern- 
“ ment (hall be upon his Shoulders, and his Name 
“ (hall be called Wonderful, Counfcllor, the mighty God, 
“ the everlajiing Father, the Prince of Peace.” This 
Child is Jefus Chrift, who is the Foundation of all our 
Comfort,theSpringofall true Delight. HcisthcSon 
of the moji High, yet given to be made Man, to be 
m&le a Sacrifice, to be made a Curfe, for us.—So 
great, that the Government of univerfal Nature is 
upon his Shoulders. The Sceptre of fupreme Au- 
thority'is in his Hand: He is Head over all Things 
to his Church.—So glorious, that his Name (hall 
be called Wonderful, God and Man in one match- 
lefs and marvellous Perfon, cloathed with Clay, yet 
poffefled of all the Fulnefs of the Godhead. Like 
Jacob’s Ladder ; whofe Foot was fixed on Earth,' 
while the Summit was loft in the Skies.—So gra¬ 
cious, that he is the Counfellor to inftrudt ignorant 
Creatures,, and by his Word and Spirit make them 
wife unto Salvation. The mighty God ; to fubdue 
our Iniquities, to write his Laws in our Hearts, 
and make us Partakers of a divine Nature. The 
Prince of Peace ; reconciling us to God by his 
Death, and making Peace by the Blood of his Crofs; 
by applying thefe Bleilings to our Confciences, fill¬ 
ing us with that Peace of God, which pafleth all 
Underftanding; The everlajiing Father ; to cherifh 
us under the Wings of his Providence and Grace; 
to make all Things work together for our Good; 
and prepare for us an everlafting Inheritance; even 
the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.—Oh may the adorable Redeemer 
be all this to.us I The Prophet repeats this Expref- 
fion. To us. This Circumftance is of the Iaft Im¬ 
portance. Then only is Chrift our Fountain of 
Life, and full of Delights, when he is all this , does 
all this, to us, even to us. 
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Let this Scripture be the Subje& of our Meditb~ 
tim, amid ft the approaching Solemnity. And may 
an everlafting Senfe of its Bleffings, give an addi¬ 
tional, a heavenly Relifh to all our other Enter¬ 
tainments !- 


I am your affectionate Brotheiy 
James Herve?. 

LETTER XVIII. 


Dear Sir , 

tT is not the Difficulty of anfwering Dr. C**’s 

Qucftion, that makes me avoid it, but the dis¬ 
agreeable Nature of the Office. As it will oblige 
me to (hew, that he entirely mi flakes both the Na¬ 
ture of the Scriptures , and the Nature of Man. He 
would make Dr. **’s and Dr. ***’s Sentinftents of 
Things, the Touch-flone of divine Revelation. What 
is level to their Apprehenfions, muft be right ; what 
comports with their Notions, muft be true. At 
this rate, they are not Doers of the Law, but Judges. 
On the contrary, if they do not underftand the Doc¬ 
trine of Union with Chrift, or the Fitnefs of free 
Juftification to promote Holinefs, it is becaufe their 
Underftandings are darkened : It is a Sign, that 
they want the Eye-falve; a Proof, that their Series 
are not exercifcd to difcern between Good and 
Evil. 

Dr. C** has Roman Virtue ; but? indeed he very 
much wants the Eye-falve. He fees no Glory and 
Gomelinefs in Chrift ; but mueh in his own Con¬ 
formity to the Commands of his Maker.—-While 
luch Sentiment* poflefs the Mind, People have no 
Eyes to difcern the Beauty of free Grace. Chrift 
is juft as infignificantyas the Phyficiart’s offering to 
preferibe for a Perfon in perfeit Health.—I am lure, 

my 
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tijy poor, lame, mangled Conformity to my Ma¬ 
ker’s Commands, fills me with Shame, and would 
make me hang down my Head as a Bulrufh. But, 
my Lord’s Death, my Lord’s Obedience, my divine 
Lord’s Merit, encourages me, emboldens me, and 
enables me to fay, “ Who (hall condemn me ?”•— 
Be pleafed by the bye, to compare Dr. 6'**’s Foun¬ 
dation for Comfort and Confidence, with St. Paul’s,, 
Pom. viii. 33, 34. Who is in the right, I leave, 
you to determine. I will only venture to-aflcrt, 
that Ptiul of Tarfus had as much Conformity to the 
Commands of his Maker as our amiable Friend'.. 
Oh! that He was lefs amiable in his own Eye*; 
and knew himfelf to be “ wretched, and mifefa- 
“ ble, and poor, and blind and naked.” See Rev, 
iii. 17. 

jft, “ A Perfuafion of our Reconciliation to God, 
“ previous to our Performance of holy Duties.”— 
Dr. C** a(ks, what is the Foundation of fuch a 
Perfuafion?—To which I anfwer. The Doctrine 
delivered by St. Paul , Rom. v. xo. When we were. 
Encmits , we were reconciled to God by the Death 
of his Son. From this Paffage he will fee, that 
Reconciliation to God is previous to our Perform¬ 
ance of holy Duties. It is a Bleffing procured for ' 
Enemies-, and to fay, that Enemies have performed 
holy Duties, is to confound the £)ifference between 
Rebels and Subjects; is to make Rebellion and Al¬ 
legiance the fame.—Nay more, this Bleffing has, 
no Manner of Dependance on 6ur Pctfornrtance of. 
holy Duties, becaufe it is procured, not partially,' 
but wholly procured 4 by the Death of Chrift. It is 
not faid, when we, who were fometjme Enemies, 
began to perform holy Duties $ btit we were 
Enemies, while we were Enemies, and coniidered 
only as Enemies. Then , even then .—Wonderous 
Grace! Grace worthy of a God! Will not fuch , 
Grace incline the Rebels to throw down their Arms ? 

Dr. 
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Dr. C** having laid down Come Premifes, 
makes this Inference; “ Hence the Phrafe of our 

Reconciliation to God, when we have renounced 
* e our Sins.” But does this Inference tally with 
the A pofile’s Declaration, or is it the proper Con- 
fequence of his Dodtrine ? Let not the acute Dif- 
putant, but the Way-faring Man judge. 

“ Our blefied Saviour, adds the Dodtor, dired^ly 
“ afferts, that the Performance of religious Duties 
** is the foie Evidence of our Reconciliation.”—We 
are not inquiring about the Evidences of Reconci¬ 
liation, but about the Way to acquire them. To 
determine, what are the Evidences of a Cure, is 
eafy enough; but to preferibe the expeditious and 
certain Method of wording the Cure, this is the 
Thing we want. Here according to my poor Opi¬ 
nion, Mr. Marfhall excells as much in the fpiritual, 
as Dr. 6'** in the animal Therapeutica. 

Dr. C** urges our Lord’s Words, “ Ye 
“ are my Friends, if ye do whatfoever I command 
“ you.”—Wandering from the Point again. The 
Quejlien is, how we {hall be animated, ftrengthened, 
and enabled to do them ? 

Upon this fubjedt Reafon tells us, that fuch a Dif- 
charge of religious Duties can alone convince a 
Chriflian of the Sincerity of his Profeffion.—It 
may be fo; but pray, Madam Reafon , don’t be im¬ 
pertinent, we did not afk your Opinion upon the 
Point; if you would fpeak to the Purpofe, you muft 
tell us, how we may be enabled to difeharge thefe 
religious Duties. Does your Ladyfhip know, which 
is the firjl religious Duty ?• I queftion it; be con¬ 
tent therefore to receive Information from Scrip¬ 
ture. Thou (halt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy Heart. This is the foil religious Duty; now 
tell Dr. C** and me, tell us honeitly and expli¬ 
citly, how we can perform this Duty ? Is it poiqhlo 
to love the Lord, to love him with all our Heart, if 
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we look upon him as tncenfed againft us, unrecon¬ 
ciled to us ? Is it poffible to love him when we ap¬ 
prehend ourfelves to be under his Wrath , or fujpeil 
that he will prove an Enemy to us at the laft ? 

The Doctor having an higher Opinion of Rea¬ 
son t than I, is a greater Favourite with her, I 
would therefore beg to know of him, what Reply 
fhe makes to this Interrogatory; and I promife be- 
fore-hand, that I will ftand to her Award, if fhe 
can point out any Method of praffifing this Duty, 
different from that propofed bv Mr. Marjhall ; then 
my favourite Author and mylelf, will fubmit to the 
Charge of Enthufiafm. 

2dly, “ A Perfuafton of our future Enjoyment of 
“ the heavenly Happinefs , previous to our Perform- 
“ ance of holy Duties.” 

I afk Mr. Hervey , “ what is the Foundation of 
“ fuch a Perfuafton Mr. Hervey anfwers, our 
free Juftification through Jefus Chrift, which we 
receive under the Character of ungodly Perfons; con- 
fequently, before the Performance of good Works, 
Rom. iv. 5.—I anfwer again: The free Promife 
of God. God hath given unto us eternal Life, 
I John v. u. But is not this Promife founded on 
our own Duties and Obedience ? Aft, but on the 
Duties and Obedience of our great Mediator . This 
Life is it! his Son. 

In the firft Book of the facred Writings is this 
important Interrogatory, made by God Htmftlf j If 
thou doft well, fhalt thou not be accepted Here 
I beg Leave to afk, in my Turn, Which is the 
Perfon, who does well? Dr. C**, who would per- 
faade us to rejefl the Gift of God, (1 John v. 11. j 
and not believe his Word ? Or Mr. Marjhall, who 
would engage us to credit foe divine Declaration, 
and receive foe divine Gift ? The Apoftle fays, by 

f Reafon I mean, in her prefent fatten State. 


not 
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pat believing this Record, we make God a Liar, 
j John v. 10. And fball we call this doing well f 
or is this the Way to be accepted ? 

The Doctor farther urges, in the very laft Chap-, 
ter of the fame facred Volumes we are told, “ Blef- 
“ fed are they, who do his Commandments, that 
“ they may have a Right to the Tree of Life.”— 
Let me afk again, does the Dodtor reinember, what 
the Commandments of the Almighty are ? He nfay 
fee them reduced to two Particulars, and ranged in 
the exadteft Order, i John iii, 23. The firft of 
thefe Commandments is, that we believe bn the 
Name of his Son Jefus Chrift. Let the Dodtor 
only interpret this Precept, tell me what is included 
in this Injundtion, and I am inclined to think, he 
will find each of Mr. Marjhall's preliminary Arti¬ 
cles, contained in its Import. To believe in Chrift, 
is tp live under a Perfuafwn, that He has died to re- 
coneile me to. God; that he has obeyed to obtain eter¬ 
nal Life for me, and intercedes in Heaven, that I 
may receive the HolyGhoft the Comforter.—Take 
away thefe Ingredients from Faith, and its Spirit 
evaporates j its very Life expires ■, you have nothing 
left, but a mere Caput mrtuurn. 

The Dodtor charges us “with fpiritual Pride. ** 
Biut is it Pride, to confefs ourfelves ungodly Wretches j 
and as fuch, to receive free Juftification from infi¬ 
nitely rich Grace ?—“ With Prefumption and un- 
“ warrantable Perfuafions.”—But is that a prefump* 
tuous Claim, or that an unwarrantable Perfuafion, 
which is founded on the infallible Promife of God, 
and implied in the very Nature of Faith?—He bids 
us “ Beware, left we be the Dupes of our own Cre- 
“ dulityWe thank him for the friendly Admo- 
niftpiii^and, to Ihewour Gratitude, we would fug- 
geft „a 'Caution to our worthy Friend, that befenre, 
fife Argues on a religious Subiedt, he would gain 
clearer Ideas of its Nature: He talks of Reobnci- 

liation. 
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Katie?!, as implying Concern and Grief. Here he 
fight* with a Shadow, and a Shadow of his own 
failing: No Mortal ever affirmed or dreamed of 
any fucb Thing. Reconciliation is neither more nor 
leis, than a Removal of Offence, and a Reftoration 
to Favour. He mentions Mr. Marjhall 's three Pro¬ 
portions, as the requijite Signals of Faith, whereas 
they are the con/lituekl Parts, the very EjTence of 
Faith : They differ as much from a Signal, as the 
florid Blood and lively Spirits differ from the Bloom 
on the Cheek, or the Sparkle in the Eye,—He tells 
us, “ that the Faith of the Jews was one.Thing; 
“ but after our Saviour’s Death, the Faith of the 
“ Gentiles was another.” St. Paul, who was a 
Jew by Birth, and an Apoftle of the Gentiles by Of¬ 
fice, tells us^ the very reverfe. There is one Faith, 
of which, Chrift the Lamb, flain from the Founda¬ 
tion of the World, was, and is the invariable Object. 
To Him give all the Prophets, as well as all the 
ApoJiUs, witnefs, that whofoever believeth in him 
fhall receive Remiffion of Sins. Believing in Chriff, 
we fee, is the one conftant, unalterable Way, in 
which both Jews and Gentiles, the Heaters of the 
Prophets and the Converts of the ApofUes, obtained 
Pardon, Life, and Glory. 

Had Dr. C* * obferved this Caution, He would 
not have fpent fo many needlefs and random Words 
on the third Propofition, which proceed upon an 
abfojute Mijiake of the Point. “ We Advocates 
u for Self-mfficiency in Man!” I wonder how the 
ingenious Dodtor can entertain fuch a Sufpicion; 
efpecially as he knows, we have fubferibed, we be¬ 
lieve, and we maintain the tenth Article of our 
Churchi He has blamed us for this Belief; there¬ 
fore helhould, in all Reafon, blame hi wile If for thofe 
extravagant Excurfions of his Pen; which are juft 
as far from Sobriety and Fadf, as. die Antipodes are 
from the Latitude of London. ■ Owe Maxim, and 
' ; Mr. 
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Favour from your Pen, before I troubled you with 
another Solicitation.—But an Affair has lately hap¬ 
pened, or rather a Projcdt has ftarted in my Mind, 
which 1 will lay before you.—On Sunday laft a 
neighbouring Clergyman fcnt me for my Pcrufal, a 
Sermon preached by Dr. T* * k, before the Houfe of 
Commons, on the late publick t Faft. When I pe- 
rufcd it, and faw not a fingle Mention of Chri/t, nor 
a fingle Hint of an evangelical Nature, I was fitf- 
prifed and grieved : And fo much the more, as it 
was preached by one of the molt celebrated Divines 
in the Kingdom, and before the whole Kingdom 
convened in their Rcprefcntativcs. 1 thought it was 
a Pity that fie'h ;t notorious Slight put upon our 
moft glorious Redeemer, fhould pafs without Ani- 
madverfious. I could not forbear wifhing, that the 
Lord would enable me, even me (the lcait and 
wcakeil in my heavenly Father’s Houfe) to bear my 
Tcllimony lor Jefus who was crucified. I therefore 
conceived fome Thoughts of publifhing a Sermon 
preached at IViJion , upon a Subject fomewhat fimi- 
lar to bis; for though mine is defignedly plain, and 
■ deftitute of the polite Doctor’s Embellifhments, yet 
it has more of Chrift, and his Gofpel. I alfo ap¬ 
prehended, if to this were prefixed and fulfioined 
lome Remarks upon the Doctor’s Performance, it 
might not be unfcafonable, nor unprofitable.—Now, 
my dear Friend, if you approve the Dcfign, would 
you draw up fome Remarks upon the Doctor’s Dif- 
courfe, while 1 am endeavouring to retrieve my Ser¬ 
mon, from a few Hints, which I happened on that 
Occafion to put down in Short-Hand? 1 will own 
to you, my Heart alrnoft trembles at the Profpect of 
appearing in Print againft fo eminent a Man. And 
if you do not think it proper to be my Help ami 
Abettor, I mult drop the Defign. May the Lord 

f The Publick Faft in February 1756. 

JcfiiS, 



C 35 3 

Jefus, whofe Honour is concerned, whofe Blood and 
Rightcoufnefs, whofe Spirit and Grace have been 
difregardcd, and treated as Cyphers; may he direct 
Vour Determination, fructify your Invention, give 
you all Knowledge and all Utterance ! What think 
•you of this Method of proceeding ?—Making Re- 
{marks upon the unevangelical Pafliiges—Pointing 
out the Places where an Opportunity offered of en¬ 
larging upon Gofpel Topicks—Exemplifying this 
Gofpel-Manner, and (hewing that it would be no 
Prejudice, but give infinite Weight and Force to 
the Argument: But I leave all to the blcfled God, 
and my dear Friend.—Your laft, I think, is a mod 
maftcrly Piece of Controverly, for which I am your 
Debtor. May you now be enabled to out-do your- 
fclf. The Subject and the Occafion are of the laft: 
Importance; if you arc inclined to exert yourfelf, 
pray let it be in the courtly Manner. Your laft 
Pen was dipt in Vinegar, let this be dipt in Oil. 

My Sermon was on that Text, Ezek. xviii. 27. 
I fhall wait, with inccflant Prayer to Him, whofe 
Name is Wonderful, Counsellor, till I re¬ 
ceive your Anfwer. 

And am, 

moft affectionately your’s, 

J. H E R V E Y- 

LET T E R XXL 

Mr. IIER v£ Yb Friend on confdering the PropoJ'ul in 
the preceding Letter wrote the following ; and ad- 
dreffed it to Dr. T * * * k, the Preacher of the Fajl 
Sermon in 1756, on Jerem. xviii. 7, 8.— It is here 
printed, as the Ohfervations therein contained may 
pojftbly he in forne Meafure productive of the Good , 
•which Mr. Hervey intended by fuch like Remark 

D 2 Reverend 
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Reverend Sir , 

S OME Time ago was put into my Hands a Ser¬ 
mon of your’s on Jer. xviii. 7, 8. preached be¬ 
fore the honourable Houfe of Commons, on the 
Day of the late publitk Fall; wherein I thought I 
faw fome very material Omiflions and Miitakes, 
which I feared might hinder the Succefs of your 
ingenious Performance; and therefore, as I went id 
neither havfc you to labour in vain , nor the bed tile 
of fuch alarming Calls of divine Providence neglected, 
I could not but, give you the Trouble of a Tetter 
upon this Occafion. 

Nothing can be more proper, at fuch Seafons, 
than ferious Difcourfes upon Repentance and Refor¬ 
mation : Times of Affliction are mod likely to be 
Times of Reflection, and when it pleafes the molt 
High thus to open the Heart, it is then the Time 
for his Servants to fow the good Seed of his Word. 
To prepare Men for this, God’s Judgments fly 
fwift as the Light. To prepare Men for this, he 
{hews by his Prophets, and flays by the Word of his 
Mouth: And happy, eternally happy, are thofe, who 
are influenced thereby, to return from their evil 
Ways, and to make their Ways and their Doings 
good : For thus runs the divine Promife—“ At 
“ what Indent I fhall f'peak concerning a Nation, 
“.and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
“ pull down, and to deftroy ; if that Nation againft 
“ whom I have pronounced this, turn from their 
“ Evil, I will repent of tne Evil that I thought to 
“ do unto them.” Jer. xviii. 7, 8. 

Such is God’s gracious Declaration, which no 
Gofpcl-Minifter can read, but it muft remind him 
of two Things. Firft, that this Promife is made in 
Chrifl Jefus, and therefore can belong to none but 
thofe who forfake their Sins and return unto God 
by Him. Secondly, This Return then from Evil 
3 mutt 
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inufl: be accomplifhed through the Grace and Spi¬ 
rit of Chrift. And, 

F i rft. The Mention of this , and every ether Pre- 
fc in the Book of God, muft remind the Gofpcl- 
Liniftcr that it is made in Chrift Jefus. St. Paul huh. 
Jffurcd us that “ all the Promifes of God in Him are 
Yea,” (made) “ and in Him, Amen,” (confirmed;) 
1 if all the Promifes of God are made and confirmed 
-in Him, then this, as one , muft be made in Him. The 
Redeemer himfelf has informed us,—■“ That He is 
“ theVWay, and the Truth, and the Life, and that 
“ no Man can conic unto the Father but by Him." 
—But to turn from Evil, and to come onto the Fa¬ 
ther, are Terms of the fame Import. Befides, we 
know, that it is only through Jefus CJhrift, that we 
have Peace with God, and that it is only through 
Jefus Chrift, that God has reconciled the World to 
Himfelf. “ Can two then walk together except 
“ they are agreed ?” Can God (heath the Sword of 
his Juftice before he is reconciled to us? If not, 
how can he repent of the Evil that he thought to 
do unto us ? And if he repents not of the Evil, 
which he thought to do unto us, where is our Inte- 
reft in the Pramfe ? —But, what Need of any more 
Words, when it is moft evident, that it is the Sou 
of God who here fpeaks by the Prophet ? The fame 
Perfon promifes Mercy, who had threatened to de- 
ftroy with the fevereft Judgments: Now we know, 
that “ the Father judges no Man, but has commit- 
“ ted all Judgment to the Son ; that all Men fhould 
“ honour the Son, as they honour the Father. ” It 
is very plain then, that all, who return from Evil, 
muft return by Chrift ; they muft return with his 
Price in their Hands, and his Robe upon their Backs, 
and then, and not till then, they are fafe, fafe for 
Time and Eternity. 

Secondly, When the Gofpcl-Minifter reads this 
gracious Promife, he will remember , that fuch a Re- 
D 3 turning; 
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turning from Evil muft be accompliflied through the 
Grace, and Spirit of Chrijl. 

How can we, who are not fufficicntof Ourfelves 
to think a good Thought of Ourfelves, think of re¬ 
turning to God and Holinefs ? Can the Captive whd 
is in Love with*his Chains long for Liberty ? Can 
the Sinner, who is fond of his Sins, defire to relin- 
quifh them ? No ; it is as poflible for the Ethiopian 
to change his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots, a?‘tor 
us, who are accuftomed to do Evil, to learn to do 
well. Nay, far more poflible; for, to accoikiplilh 
this, they need only to change their Hue ; but be¬ 
fore we can attain to Holinefs, we mult change our 
Nature: We muft make Ourfelves a new Heart 
and a new Spirit; {Ezck. xviii. 31.) we muft quit 
the Grave, and arife from the Dead, and who is fuf- 
ficient for thefe Things ? Therefore, the Mafter 
fays,—“ No Man can come unto me, except the 
“ Father, which hath fent me, draw him.”—And 
again—■“ Ye have not chofen me, but I have chofen 
“ you, and have ordained you to bring forth Fruit, 
“ and that your Fruit fhould remain.—For with- 
“ out me ye can do Nothing.” — And his Apoftles 
aflert,—that “ by Grace we are faved through Faith, 
“ and that not of Ourfelves, it is the Gift of God 
that every Grace is the Fruit of his Spirit, of whofe 
Fulnefs we have received, and Grace for Grace; 
and that wc are created anew unto good Works, 
which God had before ordained, that we fhould walk 
in them. 

Now, Sir, are thefe the true Sayings of God ? Are 
thefe the very Words of our Lord, and his Apof¬ 
tles?—Then undoubtedly to refufe them, is to re- 
fufe him, who fpeaks from Heaven : And if fo, how 
comes it to pafs, that you have unhappily forgot to 
take Notice of thefe Things upon this folemn Oc- 
calion ? God promifes Security to all, who forfake 
their Sins, and return unto him in Jefus Chrift^and 

yet 



[ 39 3 

yet Jefus Chrift is never mentioned in your Ser¬ 
mon. Without divine Grace, and the fan&ifying 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, we can do Nothing ; 
hnd yet there we hear Nothing of divine Grace, or 
the Holy Spirit. Joab ready to take Rabbah, the 
royal City of the Ammonites , fo ordered the Cam¬ 
paign that his Matter David might have the Honour 
of the Victory: But here is a Chrittian Minifter, 
vvfhs attacks a Citadel of human Corruption, and 
never fo much as once thinks of Chrijl , through 
whom he mutt conquer. Here is a Chrittian Mi¬ 
nifter, who leaving the lively Oracles, undertakes 
Jpiritual Wickcdnettes with the carnal Weapons of 
a Tuliy and Dcmjlhenn. Miftake me not, I fpeak 
not againft Oratory as fuch; but if a Roman or a 
Greek Philofopher, who had never heard of Chrift, 
can fay as much againft the V ices of the Age, as 
you can, who have from your Infancy been educated 
in the Chrittian Religion, what fay you more than 
others ? Is not this too much to flight that bleeding 
dying Lamb of God, who alone can take away the 
Sin of the World ? 

But the Slight put upon our Matter’s Words is 
not all; your not taking Notice of thefc Things, has 
unhappily led you into Mijlakcs , which are utterly 
inconliftent with his Undertaking.—You call upon 
us “ by every Act of Humiliation and Repentance 
“ to deferve the Protection of Heavenand 
throughout your whole Difcourfe you labour hard to 
fix our Hopes upon this Bafis, and our after Obe¬ 
dience. But can the lincereft Repentance, or the 
deepeft Humiliation, deferve the Favour of God, 
and the Remittance of Punifhmentr If fo, then fal¬ 
len Adam might have broken in Pieces the Chains 
of eternal Death, in which he was holden: And 
then, what Need of fhedding the Blood of the pro- 
mifed Seed ? What Need of fuch a Sacrifice to ap- 
pcafe God, if he was already appeafed, or could be 
D 4 appeafed 
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appealed by the Relentings of Man ? Briefly, If the 
Death of Chrift was necefiary to purchafe eternal 
Redemption for us, then our Repentance and Humi¬ 
liation can never deferve the divine Favour. / 

Nor can our after Obedience procure fuch Protec- 1 
tion. Perfetl Obedience is a Debt continually due i 
from every Creature as fuch; and the Payment of 
a Debt due now, can never be a Compensation for 
the Non-payment of Arrears: Nor can the nvoft 
exact Payment of what is due from one's Self, be 
efteemed the leaft Part of Payment of what in due 
from another ; and therefore where the Debt is Obe¬ 
dience, as all Creatures are bound to obey at all 
Times, none but a God can pay off the Score of 
any one Delinquent. This is a tremendous C011- 
ftderation, even fuppofmg true Repentance, and a 
thorough Reformation, were wholly in our own 
Power : But when as Sinners we are entirely with¬ 
out Strength, (Rom. v. '6, 8.) when (as I have al¬ 
ready obierved) thefc Gifts are perfectly dependent 
upon Grace, and the good Spirit of God; furely, 
to talk of deferring the Favour t>f Heaven by them, 
muff be extremely abfurd. Nor is it only extremely 
ahfurd , but extremely dangerous ; as it places the 
Merit of Works higher than ever the Papifls placed 
it, and is utterly iruonfijlent with the humble Ge r 
nius of the Proteftant Religion. 

But your Neglect of taking proper Notice of thefe 
Things, not only leads you to difregard the exprefs 
Sayings of our Lord, and to nullify his Work, but 
to heal the Wounds of the Daughter of God’s Peo¬ 
ple Jligbtly. You complain of our “ Profanencfs and 
“ Immorality, of our Profligacy and unjuft Oppo- 
“ fltion to lawful Authority; of our Difregard to 
“ Decency and good Manners, as well as to the 
“ Lavys of our Country; of that unlawful Purfuit 
** of Pleafure, that Luxury and Extravagance, which 
“ infenfibly preys upon the Conllitution, debafes 

“ the 
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“ the Senfe, and corrupts the Morals of our Peo- 
« pie.”—And thefe are Evils, of which you ought 
fc) complain : They are the fare Signs of a decline 
ijW confumptive State, and can never be enough 
lamented, But then, you never touch upon that 
Root of Bitterncfs which bears this Gall and Worm¬ 
wood : You fay nothing of our Unbelief, which 
ke'eps us at a Di ft a nee t mm God, from whom we 
mun\rcceive every good and perfect Gift: You fay 
nothing of Faith, without which it is iirpoftible to 
pleafeiiim, to turn from Evil or return to him. 
Nor do you take the leaft Notice of our Enmity to 
the hie fed Jefus, and his holy Gofpel; of that Prone- 
tiefs to Rebellion and Naughtinefs of Heart, from 
whence proceeds every evil Thought, and Word 
and Work. Thefe Things you ought to have re¬ 
membered, and not to have forgotten the other. 

Had you remarked upon theje Evils in the moral 
View you have taken of our national Vices, it would 
naturally have led you to point out fuitable Reme¬ 
dies. You muft then have perfuaded us to labour 
after an Union with Chrift, the Fountain of Grace, 
by Faith ; and this radical Union with Him would 
have produced a moral Union, and have transformed 
us into his Likenefs: Where Faith had been im¬ 
planted, Love wouldhavc flowed ; and where Love 
had flowed, there muft have been ready and chear- 
ful Obedience-, for the End of the Commandment 
is Charity, out of a pure Heart, and Faith un¬ 
feigned. But without thefe gracious Habits inter¬ 
nally wrought, what will all the outward Reformat" 
tion in the World do for us ? Have you not reacf df 
the Pburifees ? Did not thefe People keep clean the 
Outfule of the Cup and the Flatter ? Far from being 
guilty of any fcandalou:- Immorality, they prayed- 
in the Streets, made broad their Phylacteries, failed 
twice a Week, and gave Tythes of all that they 
pofiefled: Yet were their inward Parts fo filthy, 

tha( 
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that they finally became obnoxious to a Judgment 
ten thoufand Times worl'e than what has befallen 
the unhappy Inhabitants of Lijbon. Let us not de • 
ceive Ourlclves ; neither outward Reformation, n _>r 
outward Morality are fufficient; neither outwat d 
Profeffions, nor outward Duties will make a Man ; 
Chri/lian. The King’s Daughter is all glorioq, 
within , as well as without ; and if we belong to the 
Redeemer, we muft be fanflified by him both in 
Soul, and Body, and Spirit. , 

If you would reform the World, preacIh the 
Gospel : The Gofpel contains the only Motives , 
that can pofiibly prevail upon any to embrace it. 
People may talk of the Amiablenefs of the Divine 
Being, and the Charms of Virtue, thereby to allure 
14s to return to the one, and to embrace the other ; 
but without a true Faith in the Promifes of Pardon 
and Acceptance, true Repentance can never be at¬ 
tained ; and a free and gracious Pardon , and Accept¬ 
ance is no where promifed, but in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. The Goodnefs of God freely offering Par¬ 
don and Peace, muft lead us back to Him, or we 
approach Him no more. Earthquakes, Famine, 
Pcftilcnce, or any other Evils, have their Ufc only 
as they difeover to us our prefent Condition, and 
gi t ally enhance the ojjircd Kindnefs; but we love 
God becaule he (irft loved us: We love Jefus Chrift 
becaufe he obeyed, and died for us, and his great 
Love thus manifefted, does not urge, but conftrain 
us to love him again ; becaufe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then we are all dead; and He 
died for all, that they, who live Ihould not hence¬ 
forth live unto Thetnfelvrs, but unto Him which died 
for them, and role again. Thefe are the Cords of 
a Man, and the Bands of Love, wherewith we are 
drawn to our heavenly Father. Herein is Love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
{cut his Son 10 l>e the Propitiation for our Sins; 

and 
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and if God fo loved us, furely we ought to love 
Him again, and to teftify our Love by a fuitable 
Obedience. When no Creature (as I have hinted) 
could furnifli a Righteoufnels, that might be im¬ 
puted to us, who can but Hand amazed, that the 
father fhould fend his onlv-bcgotten Son to obey 
i\j our Stead? When no Creature could bear the 
\ wrath of an offended God, and by dying overcome 
Pea'N^ who can but ftand amazed, that the Son of 
God ijiould be lent to fuft’er and to die, that we 
might 'live through Him ?—Who can but Hand 
amazed, that the Son of God fhould take our Na¬ 
ture upon Himfelf, that he might thus cbey, and die 
for us ? How can we behold him thus dying for us, 
and not die to that Sin, for which he died ? When 
Love fo unprecedented (peaks fo loud, who can but 
hear, and wonder, and return to the Lord ? 

What I have laid, I think, plainly fhews, that 
your Difcourfe might have been fur more evangeli¬ 
cal-, and as plainly {hews, what Jujnr'nr Motives to 
Repentance and Reformation would have occurred if 
it bad beenfo; fo that, humbly recommending my 
Remarks to your ferious ConfiJeration, I might here 
have concluded niy Letter ; but as you allow, that 
the late Earthquakes “ have hitherto been the mer- 
“ ciful Warnings of a kind and good Providence, 
“ to difpofe us to hear the Rod ; and to confider v 
“ with that Awe, which becomes us, the Hand, 
“ which hath appointed ita few Eclaiiciflements 
upon one of the Leffons which you have advanced 
under that Head become abfolutely nccejfary, left by 
jniftaking the Cafe we Humid lofe the Benefit of our 
Neighbour’s Afflictions. 

You recommend upon this Occafion—“ Our 
“ guarding Ourfelves againlt any hard Cenfures, 
“ which a Reflection upon thefe extraordinary Ca- 
“ lamities encourage in Minds too readily difpofed 
“ to judge with Severity.” And conclude, “ that 

“ it 
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“ it is certain, that wc have no Right to determine 
what are the particular Intentions of Providence 
“ in this Difpenfation.”—But certainly we have c. 
Right to determine, that fuch Punifhmcnts are in¬ 
flicted becauie of Sin : Elfe, how do they (in yovp 
own Words) “ fpeak to us the Language of the 
“ divine Difpleafure ?” Elfe, how can they be conj' 
ftdered as Punifhnients to correct fome, and to warin 
others r Elfe, how can they be confidered ap> the 
louder Calls of Anger r or of what Ufe to br'ng us 
Home to Ourfclvcs ? This you muft grant, 4 >r you 
pull down all, that you have before budded, and 
make yourfclf a Trefpafler. I allow, that we have 
no Right to conclude tliefe unhappy People to be 
greater Sinners than Ourfelves, becaufe of their 
greater Sufferings : This would lead us Pharifaically 
to cajole Ourfelves in our Iniquities, rather than to 
take Warning by others, yet we are allowed to 
look upon them as very great Offenders. Our Sa¬ 
viour does not reprove his Difciples for thinking 
thole Galileans , whole Blood f Pilate had mingled 
with theii Sacrifices, to be very great Sinners; but 
for thinking them to be greater Sinners than Them- 
,/rives , which is indeed, a Temper of Mind utterly 
jnconliflcnt with true Repentance. 

We are allowed then to fuppofc the Portuguese to 
be great Sinners; and that the Lijbon Earthquake 
was a Punilhment inflicted for Sin ; and, if we can 
difeover any thing in their Conduct, that might tend 
to bring down this divine Judgment upon them, it 
will be our IPiJdom to take Warning by it, and 
carefully to avoid it as a fatal Snare : And furely 
we may fee fome Things in them, which God has, 
in all Ages, punifhed with the mod fevere Chaflife- 
ptent. As, 


Fijft, 


f See Luke xiii. z. 
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Firft, Idolatry. It is impoflible but that yon, Sir, 
mull have heard of the ftupid Prophanenefs and 
Idolatry of thefe People; of their mock Proceffions, 
and barbarous Mimickry of the Redeemer’s Suffer- 
ings ; fuch as was a Scandal to human Nature, and 
fuch as never tarnilhed the moft prophane Rites 
of Heathenifm. Such Fopperies, this horrible Pu- 
lVJhment Ihould caution us carefully to avoid ; and 
to avoid every Means, which would lead us into 
theuN It fhould make us carefully abide by the 
Gofpi? of Chrift, which is the Power of God to 
Salvation to every one, who believes ; and wherein 
is revealed the Righteoufnefs of God from Faith to 
Faith: It fhould make us careful to live up to it, 
left for neglecting fo great Salvation, God fhould 
give us up to ftrong Delufions to believe fuch Lies, 
and to worfhip and ferve the Creature more than 
the Creator, who is blefled for ever. 

Secondly, Pcrfccution. We all know, that at 
Li/bon the barbarous Inquifition reigned in all its 
Horrors, and that Thoufands have there fallen a 
Sacrifice to it, whole Blood has long cried aloud for 
Vengeance; and we know, that Perfecutors have 
been moft feverely punifhed in all Ages: So that, 
taught by this dreadful Judgment, we fhould care¬ 
fully avoid this Crime; a Crime of fo deep a Dye, 
that in its higheft Stage, when it ftrikes at the 
Truth as fuch, it becomes irremifiible, and can ne¬ 
ver be forgiven either in this World, or in that , 
which is to come. I allow, that thefe People are 
connected to us by every Tie but that of Religion ; 
but this of itfelf conftirutes fo vaft a Difference, 
that, whenever we are difpofed to fpeak moft favour¬ 
ably of their Failings and attribute them to the 
Prejudices of Education, or the Weaknefs of human 
Judgment, we fhould ftill remember, that tut are 
Protellants, and they were Papifts: And indeed, to 
us, as Proteftants and Chriftians, there is foinething 

in 
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ITT this divine Judgment fo very remarkable, that, 
if rightly confidcred, it may greatly confirm us in 
both. 

As Prcteflants , we all look for the Dcftru&ion of 
Antichritl and his Kingdom; and here we behold 
a City whofe unequalled Trade, in Gold and Sil¬ 
ver, and precious Stones, was a proper Type of that 
fpiritual Merchandife fo many hundred Years ven^d 
by her Mother Rome, like whom flic was built 
upon feven Hills; like whom, as a moil obedient 
Daughter, fhe was a Neft of Idolaters and Pbrftou¬ 
ters * : And as fhe was fo like her Mother in every 
Thing, we have all the Reafon in the World to 
think, that Rome like Li/bon fhall one Day be pu- 
nifhed. Moil remarkable it is, that on the Day, 
which flic had abufed to rob the eternal God of his 
Honour, and to give it to the whole Hoft of Hea¬ 
ven ; on the Day, which fhe had abufed in fhedding 
the Blood of Thoufands; on that very Day God 
came down to hold his Auto de Fe, and her own 
Blood was required. Thus, when her Mother Rome 
fhall fay, 1 fit as a Queen, and am no Widow, and 
fhall fee no Sorrow; in that very Day fhall her 
Plagues come, Death, and Mourning and Famine, 
and fhe fhall he utterly burnt with Fire ; for ftrong 
is the Lord God, who judges her. 

As Chrijliou .i, we all look and wait for the Coin¬ 
ing of our Lord unto Judgment; and therefore 
fhould pay a fp , i„i Regard to every Token of his 
Approach : Jie himfelf has told us, that before his 
coming, there fhall be Signs in the Sun, and in the 
Moon, and in the Stars, and upon the Earth, Dif- 
trefs of Nations with Perplexity, the Sea and the 
Waves roaring, Men’s Hearts failing them for 
Fear, and for looking after thofe Things which arc 
coming upon the Earth; for the Powers of Heaven 

* See Re<v. xviii. 

fhall 
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fhall be Ihaken. When therefore we fee any fuch 
Things come to pafs, we fliould lift up our Heads 
for our Redemption draws nigh : Nor, need we to 
fear, if Chrift dwells in our Hearts by Faith ; if we 
are rooted and grounded in Love , though the Hea¬ 
vens and the Earth fly away, and their Place be 
found no more; for the Lord of Hofts is with us, 
and Jefus Chrift is our Refuge. In whom I am, 

Reverend Sir, 

^ your fincere Well-wifticr, 

R. Y. 


LETTER XXII. 

Dear Sir, London, Miles’s Lane, April 9, 1752. 

COON after I received your laft Favour, we were 
^ vifited by a very alarming Providence; a Fire 
broke out in a Sugar Baker’s Workhoufe, Part of 
which communicated with my Brother’s Houfc, 
and the whole was feparated from us, only by a 
Court-Yard, four or five Yards in Breadth. Three 
Engines played from his Houfe, and another ftood 
ready in the Dining-Room, in cafe of any unex¬ 
pected Exigency. We were all Confternation and 
Confufion; in the Hurry, I miflaid fome where or 
other your valuable Letter, and cannotrccovcr it by 
any Search. I wilh you would be fo kind, as to 
diretft me once more to the Magazine, in which 
your Chronological Obfervaticn is inferted; I fhall 
be more particularly pleafed, to fee Difficulties of 
this Nature cleared up; becaufe, the Works of a 
very celebrated Genius are lately publifhed, in which 
he very much decries the Chronology and Hiftorv 
of the facred Scriptures; I mean Come pofthurnous 
Volumes, written by the late Lord Bol'mgbrokc . 
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You will excufe me, for not making ir.y thank¬ 
ful Acknowledgments fooner. T\he Objections you 
ftarted, and the Anfvvers you gj|ve, were richly 
worth preferving ; 1 am truly forry, that the afore¬ 
mentioned Difaltcr has, I fear, deprived me of them. 
Have you no Copy taken for your own Satisfac¬ 
tion? With relation to my intended Work, if Jt 
was in your Hands, I believe, you Ivjould not think 
it expedient, to add any thing marc of the argu¬ 
mentative Kind. I fear, I have been too prolix al¬ 
ready, and if ever I fhould be fo happy, as tt) obtain 
your Rcvifal of it, 1 fhould be very delirous that 
you would make very free with the Priming-knife. 
—I have no Vindication, but foine Excufe, for my 
Delay in Writing.—i catchcd fuch a Cold, on the 
late terrifying Occafion (being obliged to wade 
through Water, in order to efcape the Jh ire) as con¬ 
fined me to my Chamber feveral Weeks. 1 men¬ 
tioned to you Taylor' sTreatife of Original Sin. As 
you have notfeen the Work, give me ltave to tranf- 
mit, as fully as I can recollect, one 6r two of his 
Objections to the orthodox Opinion.—God is the 
Maker, the true and immediate Maker of all Men, 
Job xxxi. 15. Now ’tis impofliblc, that God fhould 
make our Nature, and yet not make the k^ualilits, 
and Propen fries, which it has vjhcn made. Ehi re- 
fore, whatever Principles, or whatever Seeds are 
implanted in our Confhitution, they cannot be Prin¬ 
ciples of iniquity nor Seeds of Sin ; becaufc, they 
are all infufed and planted by our infinitely good 
and holy Creator.—Such Paffions, Appetites, Pro- 
penlities, cannot be tinful, becaule they are necef- 
fary and unavoidable (and that cannot be finful in 
ntc, which 1 can no ways avoid, help, or hinder) 
neither can they render us Objects of God’s Wrath; 
for it is infinitely abfurd, anil highly uifhonourahle 
to God, to fuppofe he is difpleaf'ed at us, for what 
He himielf has infufed into our Nature. 


Whac 
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What fay? St. Jams f, “ Therewith .curfe we 
« Men, who are made after the Similitude of God}’* 
the Similitude of Go,d fignifies thofe moral Endow¬ 
ments, which diftinguilh the Pofleflbr, both from 
the Brutes and the Devils; and in this Image, or. 
vefted with thefe Qualifications, Men are made. What 
then becomes of the Doctrine of Original Sin ? 

St. Paul fpeaks of People, that had their Under- 
ftanding darkened, that were alienated in their Minds, 
were'Haters pf God, OY. But this is affirmed of 
the idolatrous Heathen: The very Gentiles , accord¬ 
ing to St. Paul’s Account, Ihew the Wofk o'f the 
Law written on' thrir Hearts, their Confciences 
mean while accufing or elfe excufnig one another. 
Here then are Heathens, who have the Work of the 
Law, (not barely difeerped by their Underftanding, 
but) written on their Hearts; have both the Know¬ 
ledge and the Love of its moral Precepts; wit!} an 
awakened tender Cpnfcience, ever ready to a£i the 
Part of an impartial Reprover, or a zealous Advo¬ 
cate, and What higher Character can you give of 
your Firft-rate Believer ? They are alfo faid to do 
by Nature the Tbing$ contained in the Law j an 
irrefragable Proof that pur Nature is not fo de¬ 
praved in Point of inclination, nor fo difabled with 
regard to its executive Powers, as the Do&rine pf 
Original Sin fuppofes. 

Let me requeft the Fayour of your §entimcnts 
upon the preceding Ob]e<ftiqns. Your ingenious 
Remarks on JDeut. jqcxiii. 13, &c, I received 5 I 
prize, and 1 thank you for them j may the gracious 
God, for a Recompense, lead you farther and far¬ 
ther into the unfeerchable Treafwres of Wifdom 
hid in the Scriptures, and fill you with all WiHom 
and fpiritual Underftanding. I comfort royfelf in 

f James ift. p. 

£ 


Vox. I|. 


thinking, 
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thinking, that you do not in your Prayers torget, 
dear Sir, 

your much obliged, and 

truly afFedbionate Friend, 

J. Her vey. 


letter xxiii. 

Reverend Sir , IVeJion Favel/, Dec. 14, 1752. 
T ITTLE did I think, when I recommended to 
■*- J the Publick, the Objcrvations on —that I fhould 
be fo agreeably and amply recompcnfed for my occa- 
ftonal Note; recompcnfed with a Letter from the 
Author; which, I allure you, was extremely wel¬ 
come ; not only on Account of the fame Strain of 
Elegance, which runs through and adorns' your 
Book ; but for the Tender which it.brought me, of 
a very valuable Acccflion to the fmall Number of 
my Friends.—Your Fricndfhip, dear Sir, I accept 
as a Privilege, and Ihall cultivate with Delight. 
Only I mull in common Juftice, forewarn you of 
one Particular: That your focial Intercourfes with 
‘'fames Hcrvcy , will be an Exercife of Charity, ra¬ 
ther than an advantageous Traffick to yourfelf. 
Befides other Reafons, which I might too truly 
alledge for the Support of this Hint, a long conti¬ 
nued Habit of Indifpofition and bodily Weakncfs, 
has laid a heavy Hand on my animal Spirits, which 
(take my Word for it, fince I hope you will never 
know it by Experience) both cramps the Exertion, 
and obftrudts the Improvement of the intelledfual 
Faculties.—You remember, however, who has faid, 
it is more blefied to give, than to receive; which I 
think, it will hold good, when applied either to the 
Treafures of the Mind, or the Riches of Fortune. 

Your 
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Your Approbation of any Thing in my flight Re-* 
marks, 'will give me Angular Satisfaction ; yet I 
Arnold he no lefs obliged for your free Thoughts, on 
what fhould have been added, expunged, or altered. 
Let this dear Sir, be the Firft-fruits of our Friend- 
Ihip. Point out my Blemifhes, and fupply my De¬ 
fects. Applaufe may be more foothing to my Va¬ 
nity ; but fuch kind Corrections will be more pleaf- 
Jng to my Judgment, and more ferviceable to our 
common Caufe. ’Tis fcarce probable, that a fecond 
Editioli Ihould be publilhed, as the fir ft was. nume¬ 
rous j but if there fliould be fuch a Demand, I am 
lure, your Animadversions would enrich, and eno- 
ble it. 

I thank you, for your Reflections on the Scrip¬ 
tures, which are perfectly juft, and peculiarly ani¬ 
mated. I cannot but with, that the Vindication of 
their Dignity, and the Difplay of their Excellency, 
had fallen to your Share. This I trull, is a Service 
referved for your Pen; to be drawn, with ten-fold 
Energy and Succefs, on feme future Occafion. And 
may you, when called to fuch an important Work, 
be a Vcflel unto Honour, fanCtified, and meet for 
the Matter’s ufe ! 

I blefs God for the juft Notions you form, con¬ 
cerning the Holy Spirit, and the Neceffity erf his 
enlightening Influences ; without which, the Scrip¬ 
tures will be a fealed Book, and even the Word of 
Life a dead Letter. Men of fuperior Abilities too 
often lean to their own Underftanding, and rejeCt 
the Guidance, the Teachings, of the Holy Ghoft. 
Not becaufe thefe are not mentioned, infilled upon, 
promifed in the Gofpel; but becaufe they fancy 
themfeives capable of comprehending, without any 
fupernatural Aid, r* tb 0 «», But may we. 

Sir, be lenfible, ever lenfiblc, that all our Sufficiency 
is of God; and not blulh to be the humble Pupils 
of the heavency Teacher, who hideth thefe Things 
E 2 from 



C 52 3 

from the Wife and Prudent, but revealeth them 
unto Babes.—I am defirous of being taught by the 
Labours of learned Men; more defirous of being 
taught by the written Word of Revelation: But, 
amidll all, and above all, to be taught of God; or, 
as our Liturgy very boldly, but not improperly, ex¬ 
plains the Prophet, taught by the Infpiratipn of 
God’s Holy Spirit. 

I am pleafed to hear from ***, that you. are fitu- 
ated near that worthy Gentleman Dr. * *, />vhofe 
Works praife him in the Gate; to whom belongs 
that noble Character, The liberal Perfon devifeth 
liberal Things; to whom, I truft, will be made good 
that ineftimablc Promifc, in its fulleft Extent, by 
liberal Things fball he Rand. They (hall be his 
Witncfles at the Day of eternal Judgment, that his 
Faith in Chrift Jefus has neither been empty, bar¬ 
ren, nor dead.—When you have the Pleafure of 
waiting on him, be fo good as to prefent him with 
my moll refpcdtful Compliments. 

You are not under the lcaft Obligation to me, for 
bearing my Teftimony to your late Performance. 
It is a Debt which 1 owe, for the Delight I received 
in perufing it. I wifh, it may foon come to a fe- 
cond Edition: And, if my Attention to its Merit, 
is a Means of introducing it into the Hands of my 
Readers, I don’t doubt, but it will do an Honour 
to my Tafte. The Preicnt, which you promifeme, 
will be very acceptable : But my dear Sir, if you 
have a Family, or your Circumftances Ihould not 
be affluent, 1 beg you will not think of it. You fee 
I follow your Example, and fpeak, not as a new 
Acquaintance, but as a Bofom Friend. 

Should it ever be in my Power to do you any Ser¬ 
vice, I can fuggeft a Method, whereby you might 
repay, more than repay the Favour; which is, by 
taking the Trouble of reviling a little Work, which 
t have upon the Anvil, and bellowing upon it your 

free 
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free Remarks. A few Touches from your Pen 
would, if the Thing be not incorrigibly bad, very 
much improve it. Had I not feen a Dil'play of your 
Judgment and Delicacy, in the Qbfervations , isc. 1 
lhould not have alked fuch an Inftance of your 
Friendlhip: whereas now, I cannot but earneiHy 
deiire it, fhall highly eftcem it, and lhall very thank¬ 
fully acknowledge it. 

Not by Might, not by Strength, but by my Spi¬ 
rit, faith the Lord. And we may truly fay, not by 
polilhcd Diction, or brilliant Sentiment; not by the 
Arts of Perliiafion, or the Force of Rcnfoning ; but 
by God’s almighty Blefling, our Attempts arc .pre¬ 
valent, and our Books fuccefsful. This is my Com¬ 
fort, and this my Confidence: As an Author, I 
would aim, fingly aim at the Glory of my divine 
Matter, and the f urtherance of his everlafting Gof- 
pel. T hen I would refign the Mue of my Endea¬ 
vours wholly to his Providence and Grace; who 
can, out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, 
perfect his Praife. Neverthclefs, I would by no 
Means negledt the Recommendations of a graceful 
Competition. I would be glad to have the Apples 
of Gold, which are the Truths of our holy Reli¬ 
gion, conveyed or fet in Pictures of Silver. For 
this we have the Genius of human Nature, which, 
generally (peaking, mult be pleated, in order to be 
profited. For this we have the Precedent of the 
wifeft of Men, who fought and found out accepta¬ 
ble Words, even when that, which was written, was 
the Truth of God.—If it is confident with your 
other Engagements, to oblige me in this very fub- 
ftantia) Manner,—Mr. * *, who undertakes to tranf- 
mit this Letter, has promifed to convey a little Par¬ 
cel to your Hands. 

I wim you, Sir, what the eloquent Apoftle ftylcs, 
f “ the Riches of the full AlTurance of Under- 
f See Colojf. ii. 2. 



[ 5+ 3 

** {landing,” and turning my Wjflhes into Prayers** 
take my Leave, and profefs myicif, 

Rev. Sir, 

your truly affectionate. 
Friend and Brother, 

J. Hervey, 
f 

LETTER XXIV. 

• My dear Friend, 

np K E Apoftle warns us not to be “ carried about 
.**■ “ with every Wind of Doctrine.”—I think, 
MarJI>aU has anlwered great Part of Dr. C***’s 
Letter (fee Page 96, 97, of the 8vo Edition.)— 
Pray dcfire Dr. c*** at his I.eifure to fhet/v, 
wherein he fufpeds Marjball to be unfcriptural.— 
You may depend upon it, I {hall appeal from the 
Doctor’s Determination, unlefs he fupports it by 
Scripture. —The Poor and Unlearned, generally un¬ 
derhand the Gofpel better than the accomplifhed 
Scholars; becaufe, it pleafes God by the Foolifh- 
nefs | of preaching, to fave them, that believe.— 
God long ago foretold, that but few would under¬ 
fund and receive evangelical Truth. Who hath 
believed our Report? fays Ifaiah: Very, very few. 
To this St. Paul adds; Not many wife, not many 
mighty arc called.— 1 he Attributes of the Deity 
will "Hand clear from-all juft Impeachment, if we 
demonflrate, that his Doctrine is moft excellently 
calculated, to bumble the Sinner, to exalt the Saviour, 
stttd .promote filial Obedience.—Let the Objections 
and iVlifapprehenftons of fuch learned and ingenious 
Men, teach us to diftruft our own Ability; .not to 

Sye 1 Car. i. 21. 

lean 
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lean to our own Underftandings, but feelc more ear- 
licftly for the Spir it of Wifdom and Revelation. 

Dr. C*** thinks the Dodtrine delivered in Mar- 
Jhall’i > Book to be incontinent with Scripture , and 
repugnant to Reajon, —Whereas, 1 think it contains 
the very Marrow of Scripture; confequently, is 
Reafon in its highrji Refinement. I daily experience 
it to be the Medicine of my better Life, or the molt 
fovereign Means to comtort the Confcience and 
purify the Heart.—If the Doctor had Lcifure, I 
ihould be glad to hear what a Perfon of his fine 
Senle and keen Dilcernment could fay againit my 
favourite Author.— < 

Have you any Author of Elegance and Spirit, 
who has written either a Treatife or Sermon on the 
Subject of true f Holinefs,—its Nature,—its Nc- 
ceffity,—its Excellency ? If you could furnifh me with 
fuch a Treatife, I would endeavour to put his Dif- 
plays of Holinefs into Theron s Mouth •, and Afpajio 
fhould fhow the Manner of acting, all on evange¬ 
lical Principles.—Has Bifhop Atterbury faid any 
Thing of this Kind, or Fojler in his Sermons.—I 
wifh you would fearch your own Stock of Ideas. 
Search your moft admired Arminian Writers, and 
produce the noble Liyaiities, the important Duties, 
which conftitute the Dignity or the Happinels of 
our Nature; and I will undertake, (I will attempt, 

f See Bifhop Fowler’s Dejtgn of CbriJUanity, or plain 
Demon lira don that the enduing Men with inward, 
real Rightcoufnefs (or true Holinefs) was the ultimate 
End of our saviour’s coming into the World ; and is 
the grand Intention of his blefled Gofpel.—Whoever 
therefore feads Mr. Hervey’s late Edition of Marjball 
on SanStificaiion, would do well to lead with the /amt 
Attention, what is faid on the fame Subjed by Bifhop 
Fowler. A beautiful Edition of whole Work may be 
had’ at Mr. Riwingtons in Si. Paul’s Cburcb-Tard. 
Price three Shillings. 

£ 4 *t 
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at leaft) to point out the expeditious and tafy Way 
to them, all on Mr. Marjball ’s Plan. 

The Doctor is ftrangel v vague in his Argumen¬ 
tation. On the two firjl Topicks he does little elfe 
but ramble; the Ittjl he abfolutely mtffakes. I don’t 
affirm, that we have fufficient Strength. I wonder 
how He could Juppofe this, when he knows it is our 
Perfuafion , that we have not Power fo much as cor¬ 
dially to will that , which is good. But a Perfua- 
fion , that God will give us fufficient Strength is' the 
Point we plead for, the Privileges to which we Hand 
infilled by the Goipcl. 

You forgot my dear Friend, to fend me Jennings 
on Original Sin .—If you think Mrs. *** is in 
Want, I will very willingly give her two Guineas. 
Who would not give away their Superfluities for 
his Sake, who gave his very Life for our Sins ? Oh 
that I had aifo Strength of Body, that J might fpend 
what is more valuable than Gold in his facrcd Ser¬ 
vice! But forbear my Soul, his Will be done.—I 
hope God may incline your Heart, to review the 
Manufcripts I fent you, and {Lengthen your Judg¬ 
ment, to difeern their Improprieties. I really have 
no Fondrtcfs to appear again in Print: I had much 
rather decline, what requires any Labour of the 
Brain. But, fince I have proceeded fo far in the 
Work, fince there is fome Expectation of it, and 
many Prayers put up for it, '1 cannot be eafy, when 
I offer to difeontinue it. Do, my dear Friend, give 
me a little of your Time ; take fome Pains in my 
Behalf; ’tis the laft Trouble of this’’Kind I fhall 
ever give you. For fhould this-Piece be finifhed, 
never, tiever will I attempt another. Who knows, 
but if you help me in this Work, I may converfe 
with you, when l am dead; and perhaps, a very 
weak Hint, from the Pen of an old Friend, may be 
blclled to your Comfort, when he is gone hence, 
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and no more feen. Till thfcn, after then, and for 
ever, I hope to be affectionately your’s, 

James Hervey. 

P. S. Pray let me hear the Iffue of your Inter¬ 
view with the Gentleman.—I hope, the God of 
Wifdom and of Power, will give you an irreproach¬ 
able Conduit, and a decent Boldnefs. Why fhould 
we be afraid of Man, that fhall die, and the Son of 
Mail, that fhall be as Grafs; and forget the Lord 
our Maker, who ftretched out the Heavens, and laid 
the Foundation of the Earth ? Fear not, you have 
done Nothing in this whole Affair, but what, I am 
verily perfuaded is pleafing to Him, whofe Loving- 
kindnefs is better than Life. 

Oh ! that it was worth your while to wifh, and 
that it was fafe for me to grant, an Abfolution of- 
my Sentence againtt you—but you muft not come 
to hear me fo long as the Small-pox is in Northamp¬ 
ton, as many of my People will be terrified at your 
Prefence. I’ll tell you one good Thing, that was 
in my Sermon Jaft Sunday ; this Portion f of Scrip¬ 
ture, viz. “ With the Lord there is Mercy, and 
“ with Him is plenteous Redemption.” And this, 
all this is for you, my dear Friend; and for thee, 
my ftriful Soul. Oh let us'receive the Bleflings; 
let us embrace the Bleflings ! For it is our gracious 
Matter's Will,, hy thefe fweet, inviting, generous 
Methods, to wean us from a deluding World, and 
win us to his bleffed Self. 

Adieu. 


LETTER XXV. 


Dear and Reverend Sir , 


V OU need no Apology for delaying your Anfwer 
* to my Letter. You have a Precedent to plead* 


f Sec P/alm exxx. 7. 


which 
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*tirch muft, if not fatisfy, yet ftrtkc me dumb; but 
1 propofc, if the Lord affift, to be more punctual in 
the future, in acknowledging the Favours 1 receive 
fiom my valuable and valued Correfpondents; among 
whom, I fhall always reckon Mr. **. 

I am much obliged for your very }uft and very 
important Remarks: They give me i'uih an Idea 
of your Knowledge in the Things of Chrift, and 

r iur Acquaintance with experimental Religion, that 
muff beg Leave to lay before you the Plan which 
I have fketched out, for my Treatife on Gofpcl Holt- 
*<fs ; with an earneft Requeft, that you will rigo- 
roufly examine it, and freely pafs your Judgment 
upon it: Suggefting, wherever it is improper, the 
Means of rectifying it; wherever it is defective, a 
Method for compleating it. 

The P L A N. 

Plcafure and Happinefs of ChrifPs Religion.— 
We jnuft partake of the Comforts of the Gofpcl , be¬ 
fore we can be fitted to praclile the Duties of the 
Lam.—Theron opprefled with Fears, on Account of 
his numerous Sins; difeouraged with Doubts, on 
Account of his imperfcCl Obedience f the Cordials 
of the Gofpel are rc-adminiftred, with lbme addi¬ 
tional Spirit and Strength.—Holinefs, Gofpel-HoH- 
«efs, its Nature, Neceifity, Excellency.—The En¬ 
dowments, neceflary to fit us for the PraCtice of 
Holinefs; a Perfuafion of our Reconciliation to 
God, the Hope of everlafting Happifiefs, and an 
afiured Expectation of Grace fufficient for. us.— 
The grand Efficient of Holinefs, the bleffed Spirit; 
the principal Inftruinent, Faith. This renews the 
Difpute concerning the Affurance of Faith. Ob- 
je&io nf.-to it ftated, difeuffed, anfwered.—Holinefs 
morejArticularly delineated in its feveral Branches, 
and deduced from, or founded upon, evangelical 
Principles j fuch as, I befeech you by the Mercies» 
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of God : Ye are bought with a Price: Ye are the 
Temples of the living God: God hath forgiven 
you, CSV. —All thefe Privileges, tho’ nothereditary, 
yet indefeafible; - or the final Perfeverance of Be¬ 
lievers, This eminently conducive to Holinefs.*— 
The Scriptures, Prayer, Lord’s Supper, when mixed 
with Faith, are effectual Means of Holinefs.— Our 
Friends part, and renew their epiftolary Corre- 
ipondence. Theroii , defirous to glorify the God of 
his Salvation, afcs Advice concerning the beft Me¬ 
thod of Family-Worfhip, educating Children, in- 
flructing Servants, and edifying his Acquaintance. 
—On each of thefe Particulars Afpafio fatisfies his 
Inquiry. Enlarges on the Subjedt of Education, 
cfpecially the Education of Daughters, as that feems 
to be mofl negledfed, or the proper Manner of con¬ 
ducting it leait underllood.— Letter on the Covenant 
of Grace -, comprizing the Subftancc, and being a 
Hind of Re-capitulation of the preceding Volumes. 
—Letter on the Way of living by Faith in the. Son ef 
God , or the Way of reducing all the Gofpel Dodirihet 
■to Juitable PraP.ice. — Afpafio feized with a fudden and 
fatal Hinds, {iis Sentiments and Behaviour in his 
laft Moments. 

This, dear Sir, is my rough Draught. Apply the 
Compares and Plummet: Examine it with your 
Rule and Line. Impr'ove my Plan; aflift me, with 
your Advice and Prayers, to execute the Work'} 
and may the great Mafter-Builder enable me to 
bring forth the Top-ftonc, for the Honour of his 
holy Name, and for the Edification of his chofea 
People.—I am, dear Sir, 

yvith unfeigned Affedtion, your Brother in Chrift,* 

J. Hervet. 

N. 8, As M\r. Hervey did -not live to finifh hit 
jPlan, and as he was himjetf apprehenfive that he Jhcmli 
got, he defired in his Preface to Marlhall on Sandfin- 

cation. 
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cation, that Marfhall might be confidcred as a Supple¬ 
ment to Thejon and Afpafio, and as a kind of Subjli- 
tute for what he intended to write on the fame Suljed!, 
according to the Plan here propojed.—His Words are , 
“ I do by thef: Prefents depute Mr. Marfhall to fup- 
“ ply my Lack of Service.'’ 

LETTER XXVI. 

Dear Sir t Wejlon, Feb. 3, 1753; 

T AM greatly obliged for your repeated Favours, 
* and truly fenfible of my Obligations. I have not 
acknowledged them fo pun&ually as I ought, but 1 
hope you will excufe this Neglect, and aferibe it to 
the real Caufc, ill Health and weak Spirits, which 
cramp my Mind, unnerve my Hand, and make me 
trefpafs upon the Candor of all my Correfpomdents. 
Why did I fay, I hope ? I fee you do excufe me. Of 
this your laft Letter, tranfmitted to Mr. Mofcs 
Browne , is £ clear and pleafing Proof which I fafely 
received, and for which I finccrely thank you ;—as 
I blefs the God of Grace, and the God of Wifdom, 
lor giving you fo friendly a Temper,‘and fo difeern- 
ing a Judgment. 

The little f Piece which you have fo judicioufly 

{ etouched and improved, was not written for pub- 
ick View, but I thought after frequent, Prayer to 
God For Direction, and attending to the Workings 
of, his Providence, it was his Will that it ftiould be 
published. I was fenfible of its many Defects, but 
upon his Almighty Power, I depend for its Ufeful- 
nefs: He can bid even a Worm threftt the Moun¬ 
tains, and make his Strength perfect, illuftrious, 
triumphant, in the moft abjedt Weaknefs. Bleffed, 

+ This little Piece, was Remarks on Lord 'Boling- 
hroke'o Letters.on the Hiftory of the OldTcftament. 

be 
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be his holy Name, that the Servants of Jefus Chrift, 
and the Advocates for his facred Caufe, have fuch 
an Arm to rely on! If another Edition ihould be 
required, I will take Leave to enrich my Piece with 
your Remarks; and let me beg of you to favour me 
with your Opinion, in Relation to fome Additions, 
which I have occasionally penned, Page in. after 
Line 22. add—But what fhall we fay to a Miftake 
in the facred Chronology—a palpable Miftake pointed 
out by his Lordfhip, proved to be fuch by the Tef- 
timony of profane Hiftory —Samaria faid to be taken 
by the King of Ajfyria, twelve Years after the Ad¬ 
rian Empire was no more ?—For my own Part, I 
make neither Hefitation nor Scruple to reply, if 
Haiak and * Herodotus vary, if the Authors of the 
Kings, the Chronicles, and feveral of the Prophets, 
differ from the Greek Hiftorians, I am under no 
Difficulty in fettling my Judgment, and taking my 
Side. When profane Writers agree with the facred, 
I admit both Accounts; when they difagree, I re¬ 
ject the former and acquiefcc in the latter. Nor can 
I tax tnyfelf with any thing unreafonable or arbi¬ 
trary in this Proceeding: For furely thofe Writers^ 
who are able to foretell future Events, muft deferve 
the Preference in relating paft : Thofe WitndTes, 
who dwelt on the Spot, and were perfonally con¬ 
cerned in Affairs, are more to be relied on than 
thofe, who lived in a diftant Country, and wrote iq 
a diftant Age ? With regard to the Cafe fpecified 
by my Lord Bolingbrohe, I believe the attentive 
Reader will find the £rror, not in the facred Chro¬ 
nology, but in his Lorijftiip’s Apprchenfion. The 
Kingdom of Afflria was not at that Period no monej 
but like the Irijh 'or Scotch Crowns to the Engli/h, 
united to the Babylonian: Of which, when the holy 
* Herodotus does not differ from the Prophet Jfatab 
and the* Scripture Account of the Empire of AJjtria, 
’tis Cttjias and JuJlin that vary from it. 

6 
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'Writers treat, they call it fometimes by one Name* 
fometimes by the other. 

Page 15, after eftablifhcd—infert—“ If Jfaiah 
** fpcaks by divine Infpiration, when he fays of the 
“ formidable Sennacherib , The Lord of Hofts fhall 
“ ftir up a Scourge for him, according to the Slaugh- 
“ ter of Midi an ; furely that memorable Defeat, re- 
“ corded in the Book of Judges , muft be an un- 
“ doubted Fa£t. Could the Spirit, which is infal- 
“ lible, give fuch a Sanction to a Story, which was 
“ fictitious?” When the fame Jfaiah prays in that 
elevated and ardent Strain—Awake, awake, put on 
Strength, () Arm of the Lord! awake as in the 
ancient Days in the Generations of old ! Art thou 
not it, that hath cut Rahab , and wounded the Dra¬ 
gon ? Art thou not it, which hath dried the Sea, the 
Waters of the great Deep? that hath made the 
Depths of the Sea, a Way for the Ranfomed to pais 
over ? Can we reafonably imagine, that the Prophet 
would plead* lying. Vanities, before the God «f 
Truth? that He would ground his own and his 
Countrymen’s Faith, on a popular Romance; or on 
what my Lord calls, “ a purely human and there- 
“ fore fallible” Narrative ? 

Does not the blefled Jefus deferibe the Manner, 
and illuftrate the Efficacy of his own Death, by the 
Serpent lifted up in the Wildernefs, and its all-heal¬ 
ing Virtue on the wounded Ifraelites ? Does not the 
holy Apoftle enumerate feveral of the moft wonder- 
fill Miracles, wrought for the Deliverance, the Pre- 
fervatipn, the Chaftifement of Ifrael, and from thefe 
Occurrences, deduce the moft important Admoni¬ 
tions ; urge the moft forcible Exhortations ?-—Such 
References, made by fuch Perfons, not only fufpofe., 
but prove more than bare Alluftons , they are atfo Ra¬ 
tifications j and demonftrate, with an Evidence, 
clear as the Wifdom, firm as the Faithfulncfs, of an 
incarnate God, that the Writers of thefe Accounts, 

, have 
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have neither deceived us, nor were deceived them, 
(elves. Should it be faid, that thefc Paflages are 
chiefly in the Mofaical Hiftory, and therefore give 
no Authority to the other hiftorical Memoirs, I 
would a(k. Does not St. Paul, Rem. ii. 2, 3. quote 
a Paffage from the JJook of Kings * ? Does he not 
build upon the Paflage as a fore and indubitable 
Truth ? Does he not dignify the Book with what I 
may term, the incommunicable Character in 'Writ¬ 
ing ; and ftyle it, by way of fuperlative Eminence, 
the Scripture ? Is it not undeniably certain, that the 
jpewijh Youths, and Timothy among the reft, were 
inflruchxl.in the hijiorical as well as the prophetical 
Volumes of the Old Tejlament ? Does not the beft 
of Judges recommend all thofe Volumes to out 
higheft Eftimation, by pronouncing them holy Writ¬ 
ings? (ipict yfCLftndla) Does he not clearly maniieft 
their divine Extract, when he fo nobly difplays their 
divine Effeils j They are able to make thee wife 
unto Salvation, through Faith, which is in Jcfus 
Chrift ? What then (lull _we think of Lord Boling- 
hroke’ s Declaration ? which I could not read with¬ 
out Grief, and cannot tranferibe without Horror. 
“ The -Bible Hiftory appears to every one, who 
“ reads it without Prepofi'eflion, and with Attcn- 
“ tion, to be nothing more than a Compilation of 
‘ v old Traditions, and an Abridgment of old Re- 
“ cords.” In (hort, the doctrinal and hiftorical 
Parts are indiffolubly, &c. Page 20, Line 18, after 
the Word “ Vigilance’/ and inftead of the eight 
following Lines, infert—The Number of. whole 
Verfes,—efpecially in the Pentateuch—was com¬ 
puted ; and the Arrangement of the very Letters, 
for the Space of many Centuries, known; whether, 
before the coming of Chrift, the Spirit of Prophecy, 

* 1 Kings vui. 32. 


which 
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whjch eonfeffedly exifted in the Jnuijh Church*, 
was not fufficient to prevent, or elfe Cure to deteft, 
any corrupt Innovations; whether, after the Com¬ 
ing of Chrift, the jealous Eye which the Jews and 
Chrifiians had on each other, was not an unfurmount- 
able Bar againft any material Alterations. 

Page 21, Line t- after “ Compofition—add— 
M Though we fhould refcue our facred Books from 

the Imputation of fpurious Additions, this will 
s* not, with my Lord at leaft, either eftablifti or re- 
“ trieve their Characterthey contain, he fays, a 
very imperfect Account of the Jfraclites themfelvcs, 
of their Settlement in the Land of Canaan, of which 
by the Way they never had entire, and fcarce ever 
peaceable Poffeffion.—The facred Narrative is a 
fummary Account of the JewiJh Affairs; but is it 
therefore to be cenfured as an tmperfeB Account ? 
It is an Epitome, rather than a compleat Hiftory; 
but has it not all the Qualities of a perfe< 5 t Epi¬ 
tome? Thofe particular Fa&s are felefted, which 

* This is a Fa£l a flirted by every ancient Prophet, 
Bnd by almoft all the facred Hiftorians. A Faft, con¬ 
firmed by Chrift and his Apoillcs; unanimoufly at- 
tefted by the earlieft Je<wijb Writers: Neither dif- 
proved, nor contradi&ea, nor fo much as (jueftioned, 
by any cotemporary Author. And if all this does not 
amount to a proper Proof, what proper Proof' can 
be given of any Tranfaftion, that palled in a remote 
Age ? 

The Argument mentioned above will receive addi¬ 
tional Strength, if confidered in Connection with that 
folemn Charge, “ Not to add nor diminilh.” Deut. 
iv. 2. Prcv. xxx. 6 . and with the Cuftom obfcrved by 
the Prophets, of referring People for a Solution of 
“their Religious Doubts, to the written Word. Ftjf, 
would Men of the prophetical ^harafter, allow a Book 
full of fpurious Additions ? Or, would they dire& the 
tyeil-diijpofed, to fuch Fallacious Cruides? 


have 
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tinvc a more efpecial Reference to the Interefts of 
Religion, and the Kingdom of the Mefliah: In 
which the divine Providence is moft eminently con- 
fpicuous* and from which Mankind maybe moft ef¬ 
fectually edified.—Inftead of finding Fault with the 
Writers for not being copious, when their profefled 
Aim was to be copciji, a true Critic would rather 
admire the Felicify of their Narration. Which* 
tho’ a foreign Hiftory of the remoteft Antiquity, re¬ 
lating to a People of the moft lingular Manners* 
and peculiar Cuftoms* expreffed in anobfolete, dead 
Language, and comprifed in the Ihorteft Compafs, 
is ncverthelcfs fo clear* fo intelligible* and fo very 
fat is factory. 

But they contain a very hnpcrfeP. Account of the 
Ifraelitifl) Settlement in Canaan .—Is it poffible for 
a Perfon, who has read the Book of Jojhua, to ad¬ 
vance fuch a Pofition ? Was ever any Thing of the 
Kind deferibed more minutely, or with greater Ac¬ 
curacy ? Here we have the general Diftribution of 
the Land, and the Extent of each particular Allot¬ 
ment. The Borders of the feveral Divifions are 
marked out* as with a Line* and the Cities in the 
feveral Cantons, mentioned by Name. In fhort, 
this whole Tranfa&ion is fo circumftantially dif- 
played, that fome Readers* agreeing with my Lord 
in their Difaffeftion to the Bible, but diametrically 
oppofite in their Tafte of Literature, have thought 
it particularifed even to Tedioufnefs.—-However, 
this Particularity of Defcription was highly expe¬ 
dient, not only to fuperfede any fuch Objeftion, as 
his Lordfhip haS railed, but alio to afeertain by an 
unalterable Standard, the Boundaries of the Tribes; 
to prevent any Encroachments upon the Inheritance 
of each other; and to demonftratc the wonderful 
Agreement, between the ancient Prediction of 'Ja¬ 
cob, the more recent Prophecy of Mofts, and the 

Vol II. F Situation, 
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Situation, the Limits, the Produce of the Territo¬ 
ries f, refpe&ively afligned to the patriarchal Fa¬ 
milies. 

The Ifraelites , ’tis added, never had entire, and 
fcarce ever peaceable Pofieflion of the Land. This, 
my Lord imagines, muft imply an Inconfiftency 
between the divine Promife and die Ifiue of Things: 
'rhercforc, to animadvert upon it, he digrefles from 
hi.s Subjedi. But how will his Lordlhip’s Animad- 
verfion comport with the Teftimony of Jojhua ? 
Juft as well as Light confifts with Darknefs. The 
Lord gave unto IJ'rael , all the Land which he fware 
to giv$ unto their Fathers; and they poflefTed it, and 
dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them Reft round 
about, according to all that he fware unto their Fa¬ 
thers. Jtjhua xxi. 43, 44. Is it not denionftrable, 
from y.ojhua' s topographical Draught of the Coun¬ 
try, and from the Habitations allotted to the feveral 
Tribes, that they pofl’cfied the Bulk of the Land ? 
What little remained in the Occupation of the Ca- 
naanites , bore no more Proportion to the Heritage 
of Ifrael, than the Addition of a F’ringe, or theln- 
fertion of a Loop, bears to the whole Dimenfions 
of the Garment. That they pofielled all this, and 

•f Jacob forciold. That Zebulun fhould dwell at the 
Haven of the Sea, whole Portion attually lay on either 
Side of the Sea of Galilee, and extended to the Medi¬ 
terranean.—Mofes foretold, that the Lord fhould dwell 
between Benjamin's Shoulders, or the Temple be placed 
at the Kxtremity of his Borders.—But 1 would refer 
iny Reader to Gen. xiix. and Deal, xxxiii. In which 
Chapters, compared with the diitinguifhing Circum- 
llances of the feveral Tribes, he will difeern a moll 
furpriiing Spirit of Prophecy; planning out, with 
Prccifion, what was afterwards determined by Lot; 
and forelhewing, with iixaftnefs, what was not come 
into Exigence. 
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that they poffeffed no more, were Circumftances 
equally confonant to the prophetic Declarations of 
Scripture. The one, a punctual Execution of the 
Minatory ; the other, an evident Accomplifhment 
of the Promifl'ory. He that faid to their pious Pro¬ 
genitor, Lift up now thine Eyes, and look from the 
iPlace where thou art. Northward, and Southward, 
and Eaftward, and W eft ward; for all the Land 
which thou feeft, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
Seed for ever ti Gen. xiii. 14, 15. The fame faid 
unto rheir degenerate Offspring, elfe if yc do in 
any wife go back, and cleave unto the Remnant of 
thefe Nations, even thefe that remain among you ; 
know for a Certainty, that the Lord your God will 
no more drive out any of thefe Nations from before 
you, Jofhua xxiii. j2, 13. My Lord mull forget 
this lalf Particular, or neglect to compare it with 
the preceding ; otherwife he would havefeen in thefe 
Prophecies and their correfponding Events, a fignal 
Manifeftation of God Almighty's Goodnefs, juf- 
tice, and Faithfulnefs : Goodnefs in giving what he 
gave, Juftice in withholding what he withheld, and 
Faithfulnefs in both Difpenfations. 

As for peaceable Poffeffion — we have already 
heard the Witnefs of ] Jo/bua, a very {efficient Wit- 
nefs, one would prefume, as he was Generaliffimo 
of the Jrwijh Forces, and Superintendant-General 
of the Affair. However, let us fearch the Records 
of the Nation, here we meet with long Periods of 
Peace, under the Government of their firft illuftrious 
Commander, and under the fubfequent Adminiftra- 
tion of their judges: The Land had Reft from War, 
( Jo/h. xiv. 15). The Land had Reft forty Years, 
{Judges iii. 11), The Land had Reft eighty Years, 

t For ever, is evidently promifed, on Condition of 
their Obedience, Whereas, in Caie of Difobedience, 
the very Keverfc is threatened, Deni. iv. 25, 26. 

F 2 [Jue/res 
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{'Judges iii. 30). We find the fame Face of public 
Repofe, in the Reigns of David and Solomon , Afa 
and Jehojhaphat ; and not of one only, but of every 
righteous and religious King; or, if Peace departed 
for a Seafon, Victory fuppliedits Place, and Succefs 
crowned their Arms.—The Blefling of national 
Tranquillity, was never promifed to the Jfraelitcs ab- 
folutely, but upon Condition of Fidelity to their 
Almighty Sovereign. Whenever they were entitled 
to it, by Virtue of this Promife, and their cor- 
refponding Obedience, they never failed to enjoy it. 
Whenever they forfeited their Title, either by re¬ 
volting to Idolatry, or confiding in Idolaters, they 
were conftantly punched with inteftine Commo¬ 
tions, or foreign Invafion. What fhall we infer 
from hence? a Conclufion any Way prejudicial to 
the facred Annals ? No; but greatly to their Glory. 
From hence it appears, that they are indeed th« 
Annals of Heaven: A Regifter, not merely of po¬ 
litical Conduct, but of divine Difpenfations: The 
awful and important Memoirs of a real Theocracy , 
in which, according to the emphatical Language of 
Jfaiah , The Lord was their Judge, the Lord wa3 
their I.aw-giver, the Lord was their King. 

But thcfe Facts, my Lord complains, are related 
in a confuted Manner. To which I anfwer, We 
have each Reign in the proper Order of Time: 
The Parentage of the Sovereign is fpecified, and 
his general Charafter given. We arc informed at 
what Age he afeended the Throne, and how long he 
fwayed the Sceptre: Who were the eminent Perfons, 
and what the remarkable Incidents, which diftin- 
guiflicd his’Got eminent ? how he died, and where 
he was buried. Is this Confufion ; where then fliali 
we look for regular Arrangement?—Perhaps his 
Lordlhip means the interchangeable Narration of 
Occurrences, in the Kingdom of Judah , and the 
Kingdom of IfracL 'I his, I own, is cbferved m 

3 the 
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the latter Parts of the facred Hiftory. But this can 
no more be called Confufion, than the Difpofition 
or varying Colours in fome beautiful Piece of Mo- 
faic, can be called Irregularity. It is rather a fine 
Contrail, or that plealing Diverfification in the 
Series of Hiftorical Writing, which my Lord’s 
poetical Friend fo juftly admires in the Decorations 
of a rural Seat : 

Here Order in Variety you fee. 

Where all Things differ, and yet all agree. 

Pope. 

Page 61 to Line ig, fuppofe I fubjqin the follow¬ 
ing Note.— Jojhua and Samuel wrought Miracles : 
Ijaiah and Jeremiah foretold future Events, '['ho’ 
it is not abfolutely certain, that all the facred IJifto- 
rians were Prophets, yet it is. highly probable, from 
1 Chron. xxix. 2Q. ' 1 'his, however, is unqueftion- 

abie, that their Writings were reviewed and approved 
by Men of prophetical Gifts, and the Approbation 
of fuch Judges, tnuft give a San&ion, little inferior 
to the Authority, which their own Compofitions 
would claim. 

Page 71, at the Top of the Page add—My Lord 
tells us, “ That the Scripture Hiftory contains an 
“ Account of the Diviftons and Apoflacies, the 
“ Repentances and Relapfes, Triumphs and De- 
“ feats of the Ifraelites, under the occafional Go- 
“ vernment of their Judges, and under that of their 
“ Kings, and of the Galilean and Samaritan Capti- 
“ vity.” Whether this is mentioned by Way of 
Derogation, let the judicious Reader determine. I 
would beg Leave to obferve, that thefe Occurrences, 
related in the fcriptural Manner, with a continual 
Regard to the fuperintending Hand of Providence, 
a«rfome of the moll weighty and interefting Ma¬ 
terials, that can enrich the hiftorical Page. None 

F 3 fo 
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fo Well calculated to teach Nations, to admohifti 
Kings, and improve Pofterity; — His Lordfhip 
might have faid, with the utmoift Veracity; and, I 
think, in common Juftice, he ought to have faid : 
T hey contain alfo, the mod unparalleled Inftances 
of national Succefs, and perfonal Atchievements; 
the moft beautiful and afie&ing Pictures of Virtue, 
delineated through all its Branches, in a Multipli¬ 
city of living Characters; rhan which nothing can 
be better accommodated, to excite the Attention, 
and charm the Imagination; to touch the Heart, 
and imprefs the Pillions; to inflame them with the 
Love, and mould them into the Image of univerfal 
Holinefs. Here we behold a People always deftitute 
of Cavalry, the main Strength of the Battle; yet 
always a Match, and more than a Match, for theif 
mfoft powerful Adverfaries, fo long as they main¬ 
tained a dutiful Reliance on their God: A People, 
Who left their Frontiers naked and defencelefs; at 
three Rated Solemnities in every Year; yet never 
were invaded, at this critical Jundlure, by their 
moft vigilant Enemies, fo long as they perilled in 
Obedience to their Almighty Protector: a People, 
whofe very Land, as well as its Inhabitants, was 
wonderful; both the Scene and the Snbjedt of Mi¬ 
racles ; For, after five Years unintermitted Tillage, 
(which, one would imagine, fhould have exhaufted 
its prolific Powers) it yielded conftantly a double 
lncrcafe, in order to fupply the Demands of the fuc- 
ceeding Year; when, by the divine Appointment, 
all was to lie fallow and uncultivated.—Here we be¬ 
hold Men of fuch fingular and exalted Piety, that 
they walked with God, and were tranflated into the 
Realms of Glory, without palling through the Gates 
of Death: Men of fuch undaunted Courage, that 
they have rebuked Princes, confronted angry Mo- 
.narchs, and firuled at the fevereft Menaces of a 
Tyrant, whofe bare Frown has made the World to 

tremble: 
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tremble: Men of fuch heroic Abilities, that oftt" of 
them has (lain his Hundreds; another of them has 
put his Thoufands to Flight; and both by the moj\ 
contemptible Weapons: a third without any Weapon, 
has given Chace to the roaring Lion, and the rang¬ 
ing Bear; and rent them to Pieces, or (mitten them 
to the Earth: Men, that have been empowered to 
(hut or open the Sluices of the Sky; have com¬ 
manded the Ground to expand her horrid jaws and 
fwallow up the Living; or bid the Grave unlofk 
her adamantine Doors, and rellore the Dead: Men 
who have walked amidlt the burning fiery Furnace, 
as cotnpofed in their Spirits, and as fecure in their 
Perfons, as if they had been taking the Air in feme 
calm, fequeftred, (hady Bower. In a Word, here 
is a Detail of fuch marvellous Things, as no Eye 
hath feen performed in any other Nation under Hea¬ 
ven ; no Ear has heard related by any other Annalift 
or Biographer whatever; and, though • they arc 
the very San&ity of Truth, yet fuch as never en¬ 
tered into the Imagination, even of Romance itl'elf 
to conceive f. My Remarks , &c. 

Your Opinion with relation to the preceding Pa¬ 
ragraphs, will be received as a Favour, and attend¬ 
ed, I hope, with a Bleffing.-—I find, I am blamed, 
for animadverting on his Lord(hip’s Style, (Page- 
36. ) For not giving his LorJIhip the Title of 
Noble, not treating him with a Refpect fuitable to 

f For, a(k now of the Days that are part, which 
were before thee, fince the Day that God created Man 
upon the Earth ; and afk from one Side of Heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath been any fuch 
Thing, as thefe great Things are, or hath been heard 
like them, Deut. iv. 32. This, though fpoken of the 
Miracles wrought in Egypt, and the Wonders mani- 
jellcd in the Wildernels, is applicable to aim oft the 
whole Tenour of the Scriptural Hillary. 

F 4 his 
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Jijs Dignity. I have trefpaffed, it is farther alledged, 
againft the Rules of Candour and Benevolence, 
Page 33, 34, and Page 68. I know you have a 
large h’jjire of Patience, may the Lord Jefus (of 
whofe Fulnefs his Saints receive, even Grace for 
Grace) multiply upon you, both this, and every. 
Other Fruit Of the Spirit! Pray, what do you ap¬ 
prehend to be the precife Meaning of St. Paul's 
txpreffion •* «t win.-v-Romans i. 17. From 
Faith to Faith, as *tis tranflated. 

I fhould be much obliged, if you would let me 
know, wnat are fome of the molt valuable Books, 
which you have met with on various Subjects of 
Importance? What little Treatife is moft proper 
to put into the Hands of illiterate People i —What 
are fome of the moft judicious and improving Com- 
pofitions in Biography ? -r- What the moft found 
and weighty Authors, that might be recommended 
to a young Student in Divinity + ?—You fee I am 
always in the begging Strain, the Language of my 
Letters, is like the Horfe Leeches two Daughters, 
Give! Give!—All I can do, by Way of Return, 
is to befeech the King immortal, invinble, the only 
wife God, to give you all fpiritual Bleflings in hea¬ 
venly Things.—To do this, with all the Ability 
which God Ihall beftow, will be as truly pleaiing to, 
as it is juftly due from. 

Dear Sir, 

your much obliged, 
and very affe&ionate Friend, 

James Heryey, 


. f See the Note in the LXXXlIId. Letter. ' 


LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 

My dear Friend, Feb. 12 , 

TWILL take a Hundred of Jenh's f Every Man's 
* ready Companion , for my Mind is not altered, 
fince 1 promifed this;—nor my Charity Purfe drain¬ 
ed.—’Tis a ufeful Book to give away. 

I am glad Jenh's Meditations fell, and I hope, 
the Lord will make them a Blefiing to the Reader: 
’Tis pity they cannot be contrived in lefs than two 
Volumes Odtavo. * 

Does Mr. ** want Amufement? Let him take 
your Friend Dr. Young' s Advice X : 

Retire, and read his Bible to be gay. 

Does Mrs. *** want it? You Ihould teach her 
to delight in God, and to rejoice in Chrift Jefus. 
A certain Gentlewoman in Miles's-Lane , whom 
you once reproved, has been taught to find her 
Confolation, not in the Entertainments of the Stage, 
but in the allured Hopes of Heaven. 

Have you given liberally to the Poor ? Afk your 
Heart, whether you gave out 'of Love to your dying 
Saviour ? Was this the Motive ? It would then be 
univerfally influential; and you would think you 
could never do enough for his Ilonpur. 

If an Earthquake fhould happen, afk Mr. ***, 
(that Advocate for the Theatre) if he would like to 
be found in the Play-Houfe, and go from the Boxes, 
or Pit, to the great Tribunal ? Indeed, indeed the 
Stage | is indefenfible. 

Thanks 

t Price fingly u. 6d. Sold by Riving ton in St. Paul’* 
Church-Yard . 

. I See Letter XC. of this Volume. 

“"ipSee Law's abfolute Unlawfulneft of the Stage fully 
dfmonjlrated.— And fikewife IVitherfgoon's Serious In- 

quiry 
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Thanks for delivering my Meflage. I wifh you 
a fafe Return, and the continual Guidance of Hea¬ 
ven. 

Your’s moil cordially. 

My Meflenger waits, 

pardon Halle, J. H. 

LETTER XXVIII. 

Ttear Sir , Weflon-FavelL, May 19, 1753. 

t Have lately been fomewhat buGed in preparing a 
^ Sermon to be preached before the Clergy, at our 
Archdeacop’s ViGtation: and to my weak Nerves, 
and languid Spirits, a little UuGnefs is a Toil. A 
Commentator, with whom I wilh you may long be 
unacquainted, has taught me the Meaning of So¬ 
lomon's Defcription, “ The Grafshopper lhall be 

a Burden.” 

This, I hope, will apologize for my Delay, in 
anl'wering more fully your laft very obliging Fa¬ 
vour.—More fully, 1 fay, becaufe, in a former Let¬ 
ter, I acknowledged the Receipt of a Parcel with 
your Remarks. Let- me once more, dear Sir, re¬ 
turn my Gncercft Thanks for thofe judicious and 
delicate Obfervations. They are fo valuable, that 

fairy info the Nature and EJfe3s of the Stage, being an 
Attempt to Ihew that contributing to the Support of a 
Public Theatre is inconfiflent with the Charatter of a 
Chriftian. This was reckoned by Mr. Hervey the moll 
niafterly Piece ever printed on the Subjeft—’Twas 
wrote by the fame Gentleman who publifhed the va¬ 
luable EJfay on the ConneBien between the Dotlrine of 
yetfifcation and the imputed Rigbteonfnefs of Jefus Chrijl, 
'and Holincfs of Life, —He wrote likewife The Charac¬ 
terises, which have been ranch admired for the Keen- 
efs of the Satire, and Liyelinefs of the DiftiOo.- Sold 
by Millar in the Strand, 

I cannot 
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1 cannot but be very defirous to have the other Parts 
of my propofed Work, undergo the tame Scrutiny, 
and receive a Polifh from the fame Hand. If this 
kind Office will not too much interrupt vour own 
Studies, give me a Permiffion to fend another 
Packet; and withal a Direftion, how I lhall trauf- 
mit it to you mod expeditioufly. 

You will eafily perceive, from feveral Hints, per¬ 
haps, from the whole Tenour of my Writing, that 
your new Friend is, what People would call a mo¬ 
derate CalviniJI. Your Sentiments in feme Parti¬ 
culars, may differ from mine. Freely object, where- 
ever this is the Cafe: I allure you, I can bear, I 
lhall delight to have my Notions fifted. Nor am I 
fo attached to any favourite Scheme, but I can 
readily relinquilh k, when Scripture and Reafon 
convince me it is wrong.—When I fee wife and 
learned Men, forming Opinions different from mine, 
I hope, it'will make me diffident of my own Judg¬ 
ment j teach me “ not to lean to my own Under- 
Handing and prompt me to apply more earnellly, 
for that blefied Spirit, whofe Office it is, “ to lead 
“ into all Truth.” 

I lhall be glad to hear, that the Work you have 
in Hand is going on with Expedition. Whit a 
Privilege will it be, and what a diftinguilhing Fa¬ 
vour, if the great eternal God vouchfafes to make 
Ufe of our Pens to bring any Glory to his Name, 
or impart any fpiritual Good to his People! To no 
Occanon js the wife Man’s Exhortation more ap¬ 
plicable ; ** Whatfoever thy Hand findeth to do, do 
M it with all thy Might; for there is no Work, nor 
“ Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wifdom, in the 
“ Grave, whither thou goeft.”—I have a Treatife 
ituitled. Dr. Hildrop’s f Hujbandman’s Spiritual 
f Vfis reckoned a lively, fenfibfe, and ingenious 
■“PtrfSrnwnce, and a fit Prefent for Countrymen and 
others. Sold by Rivington 

Companion j 
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Companion ; but never read a Page in it, nor ever 
keard a Character of it. I have a Difcourfe upon 
the fame Subject, amongft the Writings of Mr. 
Flavel ; it is a long Time fince I faw it, and then I 
only dipped into it, fo that I cannot pretend to give 
a Character of it: Onjy I think, in general, that 
Flavel abounds with fine Sentiments, exalted Piety, 
and his Language, for the moft Part, is expreffive 
and beautiful. 

Poffibly you will wonder that I fhould have had 
the Treatifc you inquire after fo long, and not have 
perufed a fmgle Page of the Book; and you juftly 
might, in Cafe I had bought it: But it came to me 
by Inheritance. My Study is compofed of the Books, 
that were colle&ed by my Fathef, and Grand-fa¬ 
ther : Among which there are Multitudes, to which 
I fhall continue^ Stranger, as long as I live, though 
they ftand at my Right-hand and my Left every 
Day.—I want to be better acquainted with God's 
holy'Word —to have its ineftimable Truths lodged 
in my Memory—its heavenly Do&rines imprelted 
upon my Heart—that my Tempers may take their 
Fafhion from it—that my private Converfation may 
be feafoned with it, and my publick Miniftrations 
enriched by it.—Thus, dear Sir, may the Word of 
Chrift dwell in us richly ! 

Will you give me Leave to lay before you a Plan 
of the Work? (Partof which has already received, 
and the Remainder humbly requefts, your improving 
Touches)— viz. Sincere Obedience not fufficient 
for our Juftification—The Defign of God’s Law, 
to convince of Sin, and bring to Chrift—Some 
farther Obje£Uons urged and anfwercd +: The 
whole fummed up. Our Friends part, but agree to 
correfpond.— Theron more attentively obferving his 
lieart and Life, is convinced of his guilty State ; 

f See Page 78. 


and 
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and begins to fee the Neceflity of a better Righte- 
oufnefs than his own; defires to fee what can be 
aliedged in Support of the Imputation of Chrift’s 
Righteoufnefs.—This occafions fome Letters from 
Jfpafto, wherein the Point is proved, from the Arti¬ 
cles and Homilies of our Church ; from the Writ¬ 
ings of our meft eminent Divines; from the Old 
and New Teftament.—The Excellency of this 
Righteoufnefs 'djfplayed, both from its matchlefe Per¬ 
fection, and the Dignity of the Author.—-A Letter 
or two from Theron , by Way of carrying on tire 
epiftolary Intercourfe, relating to the Wonders of 
Creation, as they appear both in the Sea, and on the 
Land; chiefly calculated to manifeft the Goodnefe 
of the Creator, not without a View to the main 
SubjeCi.—The Influence of this Righteoufnefs, on 
moral Virtue and evangelical Holinefs—Our Friends 
brought together again. 2 "heron, under difeouraging 
Apprehenfions—The Freenefs of Grace, and of the 
Gift of Righteoufnefs—Difcourfe on Faith, by which 
we are united to Chrift, and interefted in his Rigb- 
teoufnefs—The noble, beneficial, and delightful Ufe 
to be made of this DoCtrine —Theron relapfes into 
Sins of Infirmity: His Faith fhaken: Supports pro¬ 
per for fuch a State-—-Sanctification •, its Nature, its 
Principles, its Progrefs .—ffpafto feized with a fud- 
den and fatal Illnefs; his Sentiments and Behaviour 
in his laft Moments. 

Thefe, dear Sir, are the Stamina of my intended 
Piece. Oh! that He, who educes fo many Mil¬ 
lions of elegant Leaves, lovely Flowers, and grace¬ 
ful Plants, from the Seeds of Spring, may enable 
this enfeebled Hand to dilate, fill up, and linifb the 
Whole! 

As foon as I conclude this Epiftle, I write to a 
very ingenious Friend of your’s: With whom, leve- 
ral. Jfears ago, I had begun to form an Acquaint¬ 
ance ; but my Departure from Oxford , and other 

Accidents, 
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Accidents, interrupted the Intercourfe for feveral 
Years. And I was informed, to my unfeigned Sor¬ 
row, that Mr. *** was dead. But a Letter lately 
received from him, m'oft agreeably undeceived me, 
and brought a very welcome Overture for a Re¬ 
newal of our Correfpondence,'—God Almighty 
grant, that all our focial Communication may be a 
happy Means, not only of cheriftiing our AffeCtion, 
and refining our Taftc, but alfo of quickening our 
Love to the bleffed Jefus, and animating our Zeal 
for his facred Interefts; or, as the Apoftle exprefles 
my Wifli, with an Energy which no Language but 
his own can reach, that they may be fubfervient and 
efi'e&ual >i; Toacofatr/xw ayam; xai tpyut, 

One or two Articles I forgot, in exhibiting to you 
my Plan. But this f will direCt where they are to 
be introduced.—“ The Corruption of our Nature, 
“ demonftrated, firft from Scripture, then from Ex- 
** perience. Between which* to relieve or enter- 
** tain the Reader, is inferted a Dialogue on the 
“ admirable Formation and CEconomy of the Hu- 
'.** man Body.”—The Vifitation Sermon I men¬ 
tioned in the Beginning, though perfectly plain and 
artlefs, is irt the Prefi: It will wait upon you in the 
nc?;t Parcel, as foon as I have the Favour of your 
Anfwer. It is printed for the Relief of a poor af¬ 
flicted Child, as a fliort Advertilement will inform 
the World. The Perfon, to whofe Management 
it is configned, informs me, that he has given Or¬ 
ders for an Impreflion of two Thottfand ; befides a 
Hundred and Fifty, which I have ‘befpoke for my- 
felf. Would this Circumftance recommend it to 
your beneficent and-worthy Friend Dr. ***? I 
may now no longer look upon it as a Difcourfe de¬ 
livered by me, but as an Ageqt for the Miferable, 
and an Advocate for the Diftreffed ? I fljould there- 

f See Page 76. 

fore 
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fore be very glad, and much obliged, jf he Would, 
(in Cafe he approves the Performance) purchafe 
fome of them, in order to give away. Of this he 
may be allured, that, by every one, of which he 
(hall fo difpofe, he will do a real A& of Charity to 
a difeafed and crippled Youth *, and I fhall not ceafe 
to pray, that the God of infinite Goodncfs mdy ac¬ 
company the f Piece, with his divine Blefling, and 
make the Gift an A St of fpiritual Charity to the 
Reader’s Soul.—Be pleafed to prefertt my moft re-, 
fpedtful Compliments to the Do&or; and give me 
Leave to expedt, not a Line, but a Sheet filled with 
your Thoughts. Then I fhall promife myfclf one 
Thing more, that you will, in the Speed of your 
Favours, as Well as in the Worth of its Contents, 
exceed, greatly exceed. 

Dear Sir, 

your truly affectionate, 
and very much obliged Friend, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER XXIX. 

Madam , 

TAM pleafed not a little, to hear a Lady of your 
^ fine Senfe and blooming Years, declare. That an 
Inquiry, relating to everlafting Salvation, “ has 
tc taken up much of her Thoughts.” Let me in- 
treat you to go on, and imitate that excellent Wo¬ 
man, whofe Panegyric is uttered by .Wifdom and 
Truth itfelf; “ Mary hath ctiofen that better Part, 
“ which fhall not be taken from her.” 

f A Vifitation Sermon, intitled, The Croft of Cbrift 
the Cfydjiian's Glory, preached by Mr. Hervey at rife 
'v iiitation held in Northampton, on May 10,1753. 

You 
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Voti inquire, “ Whether the EieSt of God havd 
** not an inward Affifl-fn.ee, that they lhafl be faved?’* 
«—Your Cafuift take# Leave to anfwer the Quef- 
tion, -tftr aiking another-.,' , Why fhould not you and 
I, Madam, have this Affiirance ?—Is it not a Blef- 
fing, intended for Chriffians in general ? We know 
fays die Apoftle, that we are pafled from Death 
unto Life. He fays not I and fome eminent Saints, 
—but we ; including thofe Believers, to vtghom he 
wrote, thofe, among whom He preached, and all 
thofe, who hereafter fhould believe, thro’ his Word. 

Is not this a moil defirable Knowledge ? On the 
other Hand, can any thing be more affii&ing, than 
a State of Sufpenfe with regard to this all-important 
Affair? To be in Sufpenfe whether my final Lot 
will fall, in the Regions of endlefs Mifery, or the 
Manfions of eternal Glory ?—Infupportable !—Can 
it be the Will of our moil indulgent Creator, that 
We fhould fpend our Days, in tins fad Uncertainty 
and dijlreffmg Anxiety ? —Impoffible ! 

But have we a Warrant for this Aflurancc ?— 
We have the bejl of Warrants, the Gift of God. If 
your good Father gives you a Pair of Diamond Ear- 
Rings, or (which, rightly improved, will be - much 
more ornamental) a neatly printed Bible; do not 
you look upon this as a fufficicnt Warrant to call 
thefe Prefencs your own ? Do not you reft fully a fi¬ 
lmed that by virtue of your Parent’s Gift, they are 
your unqueftionable Property.—Perhaps you will 
fay, where has God almighty done any thing like 
this? where has he given Salvation or Life eternal 
to we?—Be plcafed to confult i St. John v. 1 i.f 
and you will find an Anfwer; which, I Hope, will 
prove perfectly fatisfa&ory and highly delightful. 

f And this 13 the Record, that God hath given t a 
us eternal Life: and this Life is in his Son. 
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Is this fpoken to me ?—T o ypu, Ma$lam * to the 
young Ladies of your Acquaintance, and to every 
one, who reads it. Life eternal is given, -juft as 
the Manna was given in the Wildernds. ' The 
Manna, which each hungry Ifraetitamsdesx -gather,’ 
and eat it. Life eternal, that every poor Sin her may 
receive and enjoy it.—But I have no Merits nothing - 
to deferve it.—Then you have juft as much as the; 
all-gracious God requires. Witbout Money, and" 
without Price, is his bountiful Declaration. Freely 
and abftrafted from all Deferts, are his generous 1 
Terms. You have no Merit , Madam, and I have, 
lefs than none. But has our divinely excellent Re¬ 
deemer nothing meritorious! For his Sake, this mag¬ 
nificent and glorious Gift is conferred. Not we 
Ourfelves, but Jefus Cfarift the righteous has ob¬ 
tained eternal Redemption for us. 

May I then affuredly believe , that God gives eter¬ 
nal Life to me ? —May you glorify God’s Truth ? 
may you glorify his Grace ? may you glorify the • 
Death and Obedience of his beloved Son? If fo, 
then you may, you ought, it is your Privilege and 
your Duty, to believe, that God almighty freely-’ 
gives to you eternal Life. 

When you receive this Gift, look upon it as 
your Portion; live in the molt comfortable Expec¬ 
tation of it; relying on Nothing valuable in y®«r- 
felf, but depending entirely upon the faithful Pro. 
mife of Him, who cannot lie.—Then you will feel 
your Heart inclined to love your moft adorable Be- 
nefaCtor ;--then you will ftudy to pleafe Him in all 
your Converfation;—then you will be truly holy .— 
All which is, with great Sincerity, wifhed by the 
amiable Mifs ***’s 

moft obedient Servant, 
James H*rvey. 

g Let. 


VoL. II. 
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LETTER XXX. 


Dear Sir, Wejhm-Favell, Augujl 18, 1753. 

I Have now procured fome Franks, and left the 
Want of this Vehicle Ihould retard the Delight 
and Improvement, which I always receive from 
your Correfpondence, I take Leave to enclofe one. 
’Tis for your Ufe, but my Benefit. 

I received the Parcel, and owe you my Thanks 
for the Prefent. I wonder, that you Ihould be 
backward to gratify Mr. **. Certainly, you have 
Truth on your Side. The Arguments are nervous 
and conclufivc; clearly and (for the moft Part) 
concifely ftated, urged with Propriety, and a be¬ 
coming Warmth; yet without any of that Wrath 
of Man, which worketh not the Righteoufncfs of 
God; but rather (for I apprehend, there is a /xeiuo-ij 
in the Expreflion) obftruds its Advance, both in 
ourfclvcs and others. If I was in your Cafe, I 
would let my Arrow fly, as far as Providence is 
pleated to carry it: And I bcfcech the blefled God 
to profper it, that it may give a mortal Blow to Er¬ 
ror, and co-operate with his own holy Word, in 
being profitable ®-pc« sXfl^o*.—Now I mention Mr. 
* *, pray let me defire you to afk, when you write 
to him again, whether he received, fome Months 
ago, a Letter from me. If it mifearried, I fhall 
with Plcafurc fupply its Place with another: for, 
though I have now but very few Correfpondents, 
and my enfeebled Conftitution will allow me to 
write but few Letters, I fhall ftrive hard to keep up 
an Intercourfe with thofe Gentlemen, from whom I 
expert to have my 'I'afte refined, or my Mind im¬ 
proved. And among that Number I reckon 
Mr. **. 

I Ihall fincerely rejoice to hear, that your Fve is 
ftrengthened and your Health confirmed. How' 

valuable 
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valuable are thefe Bleffings ! efpecially to thofe who 
employ them for the Honour, and devote them to 
the Service of Chrift.—I wilh you had taken Mi¬ 
nutes of what you faw moft remarkable, in your 
Tour through IVcJhnoreland and Cumberland . A 
Defcription of thole Counties would be very ac¬ 
ceptable to us, who inhabit a more regular, and 
better cultivated Spot. Defcribed in your Lan¬ 
guage, and embellilhed with your Imagination, fuch 
an Account might be highly pleating to all; and 
grafted with religious Improvements, might be equally 
edifying.—Such kind of Writings luit the prefent 
Talte. .We don’t love clofe Thinking: That is 
moft likely to win our Approbation, which exte¬ 
nuates the Fancy, without fatiguing the Attention. 
Since this is the Difpofition of the Age, let us en¬ 
deavour to catch Men by Guile; turn even a Foi¬ 
ble to their Advantage, and bait the Gofpel-Hook, 
agreeably to the prevailing Tafte.—In this Senle, 
“ Become all Things to all Men.” 

Permit me to afk, Whether you have yet feen 
JVitfius de (Jh'.Lono)iiid Ftvderum f’—I wilh, for my 
own Sake, that you was fomewhat acquainted with 
this Author; becaufe, if you lhould be inclined to 
know the Reafon and Foundation of my Sentiments 
on any particular Point, f U'itfms might be my 
Spokei'man: He would declare my Mind, better 
than I could myilif. 

Converting fume Time -ago with a very ingenious 
Gentleman, he made an Obfervation, which 1 think 
is new and curious; I lhould be glad of your Opi¬ 
nion, whether you think it rational and folid. It 
was upon thofe Words, Bxdh r« 
ytifut. He!’, vi. 2. 'This Pafl’age is generally iup- 

f A Tranfl.ition of this favourite Author of Mr. 
Hervry's would furcly be acceptable, efpecially as the 
Original is fo very fcaice. 

G 2 pofed, 
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pofed, efpccially by the Writers of the effablifhed 
Church, to denote the Sacrament of Baptl/in, and 
the Rite of Conhrjr.ation. —With regard to the lat¬ 
ter, nn l' i iend queried , whether the Practice of Con¬ 
firmation can be allowed to conifitute one of the 
Fundamentals (SfwsP.ia) of Chriflianity ?—With re¬ 
gard to the former, can it be {hewn, that the Apol- 
tle, in any other Place, calls the Ordinance of Br.p- 
tifm BWliff/toi, in the plural Number?—May not 
then the Clatrfe more properly refer to two eminent 
‘Jewijh Ufagcs; the various Purifications made by 
IVajhings, and the Impofition of Hands on the pia- 
iul-.tr l y illinn ? The one of which reprefented a Pu¬ 
rity of Heart and Life ; the other was expreffive of 
a Tranllation of Puniftiment, from the Offerer to 
his Sacrifice.—Then we have fignified, in Lan¬ 
guage familiar to the Hebrew , and by Images wiih 
which they were perfectly acquainted, the Sanctifi¬ 
cation of the Spirit, and the Subftitution of Chriff 
in Our Stead.—What feems to corroborate this Con¬ 
jecture is, the vaff Importance of thefe two Arti¬ 
cles. They are the two grand diftinguifhing Pe¬ 
culiarities of the Chriftian Scheme : Without them, 
every Treatife upon Fundamentals muff be extreme¬ 
ly defective. 

I ant much plcafed with your Remark on a cer¬ 
tain learned * * L The Heart finely fhould be en¬ 
gaged in the Preacher’s Office, as well as the 
Heed .— 

Are Paflions then the Pagans of the Soul ? 

Reafon alone baptiz'd? Alone ordain'd 

To touch Things /acredP 

The great Apoftle was fervent in Spirit, as well as 
cogent in arguing. He •bcfeechcs, conjures, and 
charges his People. He adds Prayers to his Intrea¬ 
ties, and Tears to his Prayers. When he reafbns, 
Convidtion Ihines; when he exhorts. Pathos glows. 

1 May 
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May vour Difcourfes, dear Sir, be ftrong with the 
one, wapn with the other, and by both ne happily 
inftrumcntal, “ to turn Sinners from t Darknefs 
unto Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
“ God, that they may rece ive Forgivencfs of Sins.” 
—We have very wrt unkindly Weather for the Har- 
vdf. May it teach us. all to fee our Dependence 
on that divine Hand, which givetii Rain from Hea¬ 
ven and fruitful Seafons. May it ftir vs up to long 
more ardently for that Inheritance which is incor¬ 
ruptible, as well as undefiled ! whofe Character is 
Perfection, and vvhofe'Duration is Fternity.—Into 
this, dear Sir, may you, and many of your Hearers, 
many of vour headers, in due Time, have an 
abundant Entrance ! and there find, as a Monu¬ 
ment of Mercy, and a Trophy of redeeming Griice, 

your truly affedtionate Friend, 
James Herve y. 

LETTER XXXI. 

Wtjhn , October 28, 1753. 
AND muft I refume my Correfpondences ? Does 
my dear Mr. *** join with feveral other 
Friends, to render me incxcufably rude, if I ne¬ 
glect writing any longer ?—Then, with the divine 
Affiflancc, 1 will again take up my Pen, though an 
inceffant Series of Infirmities has wore it to the very 
Stumps; for which Reafon I had thrown it efide, 
with an Intention to continue filent, and inactive, 
as a dead Man out of Mind. 

To make fome Reparation for my paft Negli¬ 
gence, 1 acknowledge your late Favour without any 
Delay. Yeftcrday i received it, and To-day I an- 

f See Acts xxvi, i 8. 

G 3 
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Twer ifV even though I might juftly plead Wear! - 
nef% as an Excufe Tor a dilatory Conduct.—I have 
this Afternoon been preaching to a craudcd Au¬ 
dience—The Lord Jefus Chrift grant i,t may be an 
edified one! You would be furprifed, and 1 believe 
every Body wonders, that I am able to officiate for 
myfclf. I am jo weak, that I can hardly walk to the 
End of my 1’arifh, though a fmall one; and fo 
tender, that I dare not vifit my poor Neighbours, for 
fear of catching Cold in their bleak Houfes; yet I 
am enabled, on the Lord’s Day, to catechife, and 
expound to my Children in the Morning, and to 
preach in the Afternoon. And every (Vednefday 
Evening, Hay-Time and Harvcft only excepted, I 
read Prayers and give them a Lecture-Sermon in 
IFcJfon Church. This is the Lord’s Doing, or, as 
your favourite Book exprefles it, this is owing to 
“ the good Hand of my God upon me.” Join 
with me, my dear Friend, in adoring his Grace, and 
pray, that if my Life is fpared, my Capacity for his 
Service may be prolonged ; that, if it be his bleffed 
Will, the Day, which puts an End to the one, may 
put a Period to the other. 

I thank you for your News from the ll'ejl. I 
allure you. it is highly pleafing to hear, efpccially 
concerning the Profperity of my old Acquaintance. 
I often think of them, and with deep Regret, for 
my Unprofitablenefs amongfl them. Blcfled be 
God for ever and ever, that both they, and 1 may 
have a better Riglneoulncfs than our own. May we 
all grow in Grace, and ere long meet in Glory ! 

You need not doubt, but it is a Pleafure to my 
Heart, to remember, in my Left Moments, that va¬ 
luable and valued Friend, with whom I have fre¬ 
quently took fwee t Counfc! on Faith, and with whom 
1 fhali quickly be admitted into the Heaven of •Hea¬ 
vens ; there to behold the Glory, the inconceivable 
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and eternal Glory of him, who loved us Loth, and 
has wafhed us from our Sins in his own Blood. 

God has been' pleafed to pity the poor Youth, for 
whofe Relief the Vifitation Sermon I preached at 
Northampton was printed. Through his good Pro¬ 
vidence, an Edition of two Thoufand is dilbofed of; 
bolides a fupernumcrary Provifion of two Hundred, 
deftined to the Ufe of my Parilhes. Nay, the Ma¬ 
nager for the diftrefied Objedt, is venturing upon 
another Edition. See, dear Sir, if God will blefs, 
who can blaft ! If He will further, what can nb- 
ftrudt ? A Feather, a Straw, if he plcafcs to com¬ 
mand, fhall be a polifhed Shaft in his Quiver. Truft 
not therefore in Eloquence or Argument, in Depth 
of Thought or Beauty of Style, both which are con- 
felTedly wanting in the prefent Cafe, but truft ye in 
the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is cver- 
lafling Strength. 

I am furprifed, that any Attendant on the * * of 
*** fhould inquire after my Sermon, unlefs it was 
to criticife, cenfurc, and expofc it: Pecaufe, there 
was really given too much Occafion, both to his 
** and all his Friends, to refent what fome Time 
ago I feemed to have done. In the Midft of the 
Controverly between the ** and the ***, there was 
put into the ** Journal a Paragraph from a Letter 
of mine, confifting of a pretty high Encomium on 
Mr. ***. As though I fhould, unchallenged and 
unprovoked, ftep forth to confront your*'**; or 
fhould think to bear down a *** Objections by my 
iingle Authority.—This was alfo inferted in the 
molt offenfive Manner; not as an Extract from a 
private Epiftle, without the Confent or Knowledge 
of the Writef, but introduced as my own Add, and 
fubferibed with my own Name. 

I have found no Reafon to retract one Jot or 
Tittle of what was faid. And God forbid, that I, 
fhould be afhamed of that incomparable Minifter of 
G 4 Jefua 
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Jefus Chrift; than whom, I know no Man dh Earth, 
who has more of the amiable and heavenly Spirit 
of Chrift. Nor do I remember to have met with, 
in all my Reading, a Perfon, fince the Days of Mi¬ 
racle and Infpiration, fo eminently zealous or fo 
otenfivcly ufeful. Yet to obtrude his Character 
on the Publick, atfuch a Time, and with fuch Cir- 
cumftances, had fuch an Air of Officioufnefs, Self- 
conceit, and Arrogance, as muft neceilarily difguft 
others, and is what I would abfolutely difavow. 

This, I afterwards learned, was done by a well - 
meaning tmd molt pious Man; but, in this Particu¬ 
lar, very injudicious. It is much to be defired, that 
religious Pcrfons may have Wifdom with their Zeal; 
Eyes in their Wings, that, as far as is confiftent 
with the Excrcifc of Integrity, and the Dif* 
charge of Duty, we may give no Offence, neither 
to the Jew, nor to the Greek , nor to the Church of ' 
God. 

Accept my fincereft Thanks for your promoting 
the Spread of my Sermon, and continue your Prayers 
for its enfeebled Author, that, if the moft High 
God vouchfafes to employ him in any other Work 
for the Honour of his dear Son, he may be enabled 
to find out acceptable Words, and that which is 
written may lie the Words of Truth. 

My affectionate Compliments wait upon Mrs. 

* **. May you and your’s dwell under the Defence 
of the molt High, and abide under the Shadow of 
the Almighty! 

i am, dear Sir, 

moft cordially and inviolably your’s, 

J. FIervey. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXXII. 

Dear Sir , Weft on , May 5 , 1754 . 

COME time ago, Mr. Mofes Browne was fo kind 
O as to tranfmit to me three of your Letters, which 
g 3 vc me both Fain and Pleafure.— Pain, to think 
how I had negle&ed to cultivate fo valuable a Cor- 
rdpondenCe —Pleafure and Improvement , from the 
Perufal of your truly judicious Remarks an Mr. 
Kennicott’s Performance, and Mr. Goadby 's Attempt. 
—The latter I am afraid, is not fenfible of the great 
Importance, and no fmall Difficulty of writing a 
proper Comment on the whole Bible. To explain 
and illuftrate, with any tolerable Jufiicc, a Book fo 
very fublime, fo vaftly comprchenfive, furely fhould 
be the Work, not of a few Months or Years, but 
of his whole Life, were his Abilities ever fo diftin- 
guifbed. I fhould be extremely forry, to fee that 
glorious Ciift of Heaven, come abroad into the 
World—with fuch a Collection of Remarks,, 4 as 
might be more likely to depreciate, than miniftcr to 
its univerfal Acceptance. 

You are pleafed to mention my intended Work, 
and to offer your kind Aififtance; an Offer, which 
I affine you I highly vrlue: I defire nothing fo 
much, as to have the fame Impartiality of Criticifin 
exercifed upon my Manufcript, as you have beffowed 
upon the aforementioned Writings. When my 
Piece has been em iched by your Corre&ions, and 
if it receives your Imprimatur, it {hall go to the 
Prefs without Delay, as there is a Likelihood of a 
large Demand for the Work, both at Home and 
Abroad. This Confideration makes me timorous 
and diffident, efpecially, as my mediant Infirmities 
and unconquerable Languors render me fadly unfit 
for the Support of fo weighty and fo grand a Caufe. 
If it was not for fuch a Declaration in th? Word of 

Trutl* 
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Truth and Life as this,—“ Not by Might, nor by 
“ Strength, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord,” I 
fhoukl totally defpair of any Succefs.—Excufe, dear 
Sir, this hafty Scribble: Strengthen the feeblefl of 
all Hands, engaged in the divine Jefus’s Service, 
and pity a Man, whofe Head aches while he writes 
to you; and Heart almoft fails, when he writes for 
the Publick. But is, amidft all his WeakndTes, 

your veryfmeere and much obliged Friend, 
James Hertey. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

My dear Friend, Wejion Favell, Mcy 20, 17 54. 
•YOUR Letter was gootl News from ; .> Coun- 
try, and made doubly welcome, by a long pre¬ 
ceding Silence, and by the valuable Hand that 
brought it. 

Mr. * * gave me bis Company one Afternoon. 
We talked of Chrift Jefus and his beloved Minifter 
at ** : Oh! that our Con verfation may be edify¬ 
ing, and build us mutually up in our moll holy 
Faith !—He was l'o obliging, as to prefent me with 
the Picture of the late worthy Dr. Doddridge. I 
hope, when I view it, I flialj be reminded of the 
Inscription of Sennacherib’s Statue ; E? rit 0 
mwtCis; *<■« Or rather, that it will addrefs me 
with the Apoftie's Admonition ; “ Be ye not floth- 
“ ful, but Followers of them, who through Faith 
“ and Patience inherit the Promifes.” 

Mr. * * has likewife tranfmitted to me feven of 
your Sermons, fix on common, one on fuperfinc 
Paper. For the latter I fincerely thank you; for 

f ^fofEngliJa of this- Greek is. Whoever* looks orr 
me, 1 fcRnita worihip God. 


the 
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the former I defire you will give me Leave to p.iy 
von. 1 propofe to gratify anil oblige my FrienJs 
with them; anil it fee ms utterly uureafonable, that 
I fhould be generous at your Expcncc.—l admire 
and applaud your noble Reliance on God and his 
Providence ; and, were you a fingle Man, I would 
not offer to interpofe a prudential Hint. But, per¬ 
haps, the <othcr amiable Parts of yourfelf, may not 
have the fame Heady and triumphant Faith. For 
their Sakes therefore it may be advifable, to take the 
Ant for a Pattern, and lay up Something againft a 
rainy Day. 

I heartily wifh, that good Providence, on which 
you depend, may fpread your Piece, and profper it 
in the World. Sure you fhould fuffer it to be ad- 
vertifed in fome of the principal News-Papers, I 
dare i'av, you defirc, you covet, you are ambitious 
to do Good, and be extenfively ufeful. As this then 
is a commodious open Door, let not my Friend’s 
Modelly or Self-Diffidence fhut it. 

I have no Defire to reconcile you, dear Sir, to 
Syftems, human Syftems of Religion; I know 
other devout and godly Perfons, that diflike them. 
They have been ferviceable to my Soul, and when¬ 
ever I read them, I think, they are blefled to my 
Improvement and Comfort: Only let us all concur, 
in prizing the biefled Book of God. May we enter 
into its Treafures more and more, and fhed abroad 
the fweet Savour of its Doctrine in every Place! 
Above all, my dear Mr. * *, may wc never ceafc to 
teftify of him, who is the Alpha and Omega of the 
Scripture, and the Soul and Center of the whole 
Chriltian Religion ; who is by infinite Degrees, the 
moft grand and amiable Reprefentative of the eter¬ 
nal Godhead to the Church; and the only Source 
of Pardon and Acceptance, of Wifdom and Good- 
nefs, of Grace and Glory, to the Believer. 

I rejoice 
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I rejoice to find, that you take in good Part mv 
very free Remarks, and very fee We Attempts to cri- 
ticife. Indeed, 1 did not doubt but you would.—I 
fend two or three Manufcripts, and beg of you to 
excrcife the fame Frankncfs of Admonition, and the 
fame Impartiality of Cenfure upon them.—My 
Hookfcllcr tells me, it cannot be comprifed in iefs 
than three Volumes. I have always had an Avcr- 
fion to fo difj'ufive a Work. Many wil'i not have 
Ability to purchaic them; many not have Leifure 
to read them, and to fome, I fear, the very Sight of 
three Volumes would be like. Loads of Meat to a 
fickly or femeamifh Stomach. Yet I cannot contract 
the Work, and re duce it to the Size of two, without 
omitting thofc Parts, which areinteitded to entertain 
tlte Reader, keep him in good Humour, and allure 
or bribe him to go on. What would you advife ? 

I have not feen Lord ***’s Works. And fince 
their Character is fo forbidding, their Tendency fo 
hurtful, I (hall not attempt to fee them. I don’t 
queltion, but the great Phyfician tvill provide an 
Antidote for this Poifon, and the almighty Head of 
the Church will enable his Difciples to tread on fuch 
Serpents. 

1 am this Day a Prifoner in my Chamber, and 
write in much Pain. Blefled be God for that 


World, where all 'Fears will be wiped away from 
our Eves, and “ there will be no more rain.” 
And blefted be God for a Saviour , who is the Way 
to thofc happy Munftons, and the Door of Admif- 
fion into them.—Oh that every Thing may lead 
my dear Friend and me more and more to Chrift ! 
In Him alone Peace, and Reft, and true Joy are to 
be founder' 


id LetflidRSi, ix, x, xi. and Dial, xv, xvii. 

polifh, and enrich them. 
r^tLod.'almighty blelies them, if out adored 
fjpp'vouchfat'cs to work by them, I will thank 

you, 
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you, not only in thcfc Regions of Sm and Mor¬ 
tality, but when I meet before the Throne of the 
Lamb, and arnidft the Angels of Light. Till then 
may the P'athcr of Mercies keep you as the Apple 
of his Eye, and make you a poliflied Arrow in his 
Quiver. Relieve'me to be, dear Sir, 

your fincere, obliged, and 

flifedtionaie Brother in Chrifl, J. H. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

Dear Sir, IVeJlon, May go, 1754. 

\7Efterday I received youf valuable Letter. I 
-*■ thank you for the comfortable Prayer: It ex¬ 
actly fuit, my Circumflances, may I be enabled to 
breathe it from my very Soul in Faith, and may it 
enter into the Ears of the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrifl!—Pray make no Apology for the 
Length of vour Letter. Whenever you favour me 
with another, the more you fuffer your Pen to en¬ 
large, the more you will oblige and improve your 
Correfpondent. — I with you Succefs in finifning 
your chronological and hiftorical Treatifd, and fhall 
be much pleated to perufe it. 

Your Solution of the Difficulty in AMs vij. if 
very ingenious, and fubferves the Purpofes of Piety: 
But do you think the Patriarchs would interr the 
Sirbemites in a Burying-place, which belonged to a 
Stranger; and not rather depofit them in their Fa¬ 
mily-Vaults, or the Sepulchres where their Ances¬ 
tors lay ?—I fhould be glad to fee the Sequel of your 
Difiertation concerning the fallen Angels.—I fcnd 
herewith four of my Dialogues,—which I beg of 
you to examine with a kind Severity. I do a fibre 
you, I c;fn bear to receive Cenfure from a Friend, 
and will kifs the Lips that adminifter it, officially 
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when it is intended to preferve my Attempts to fur¬ 
ther the glorious Gofpel from the Contempt of the 
Publick.—I will ere long fend you in a Frank a gene¬ 
ral View of my Plan , which, in the Execution is 
become too prolix ; and cannot be comprehended in 
lefs than three Volumes, of the fame Size with the 
Meditations, unlefs fome judicious Friend will help 
me to curtail and abridge.— I am very unwilling to 
publilh a Work confifting of three .Volumes; 1 ap¬ 
prehend, this will obftrutt the Sale not a little. Be 
fo kind as to ferve my Eflays as you have treated 
Mr. Goadhy’s Expofitory Notes; take the Pruning- 
Knife, and freely lop off the luxuriant Parts. Your 
Notes on Mr. Taylor of Norwich, I return with 
thankful Acknowledgments, you will fee, what ufe 
1 have made of them.— I had penn’d more Ani- 
madvcrfions upon that Piece, but upon a Review I 
found they would fwell the Work too much. I 
have a Note, Dial. iv. Page 4 . that is directly to the 
Point; would you advife me to retain it ? I had ex¬ 
punged it, I have directed the Printer to reftore it, 
but hajitanter hoe. —You will receive half a Dozen 
of a little Collection f of Scripture Promifes which 
I lately printed in two fmall Pieces of Paper, chiefly 
for the Poor, to be patted, one at the Beginning, 

f The following is the Colleftion of Scripture Pro- 
mifes mentioned in the Letter; but ’tis much to be 
lamented, that Mr. Hcr-vcy did not at the fame Time 
publilh a few plain Direftions, to prevent the Milap- 
plication of force of thefe Promifes: Something of 
this Nature to have rendered them more generally ufe- 
ful he propofed to have done, if he had lived a little 
longer, though in his own Parifh this Deleft was ob¬ 
viated ; as, he preached on all tbele Texts, and Ihewed 
how far, and to whom they might be applied, Sec 
Page 105 . 


the 
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the other at the End of their Bibles, or indeed of 
any pious Book.—-PerhaJ* you inay know fome, 
to whom fuch a Prefent, though minute, may be 
welcome.—As foon as you return thefe Manu¬ 
scripts, if I have your Approbation, I purpofe to 
employ the Prefs. In the mean Time, it fliall be 
my Prayer to God, that he may give you a right 
judgment in all Things. ' ~ 

Your moft affe&ionate, 
James Hervey. 


PRO- 
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PROMISES. 

To be parted at the Beginning of a Bible. 


COD hath given us exceeding great and precious Promifes, that by 
tlife Ti'c might be Partakers of the Divine Nature* 2 Pet. i. 4. 

Divine Teaching/' 

ffai. xxix. 18. The Eyes of the Blind lhall fee out of Ofafeunty. 
Jet. xxxi. 34. They (hall all know me, from the leaft to the greateft, 
John xiv. 26. The Holy GJioft fihall teach you all Things. 

Ifai. Iviii. 11. The Lord (hall guide Thee continually. 


Pardon. 

Jfoi. xliii. 25— I am he that blottcth out thy Sins., 
tfai. i. iS.—Sins as Scarlet—/hall be white as Snow. 

I Pet. ii. 24. Who his own Self bare our Sins In his own Body on 
the Tree. 

1 John i. 7.—The Blood of Jesus Christ clcanfethfrom all Sin. 

Justification. 

Rom. viii. 33, 34.—It is God that juftifieth. 

Rom. iii. 21, 22, 23, 24.—Justified freely by his Grace. 

Ifai. xlv. 24, 25.-—In the Lord I have Righteoufnefs. 

2 Cor. v. ax. We arc made the Righteoufnefs of God in Him. 


Sanctification. 


Eitk. xi. 19,20. I will put a new Spirit within you. 

Tit. ii. 14. Chxist gave Himfclt for Us, that He might redeem 
Us from all Iniquity. 

Heb. viii. to, u, 12. I will put mv Laws into their Mind, and 
write them in their Hearts. 

1 Theff. v. »j.—The God of Teace, fan&ify your whole Spirit, 
Soul and Bodv. 


P R O- 
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PROMISES. 

To be palled at the End of a Bible. 

Temporal Blessings. 

i Tim. iv. 8.—Godlinefs hath the Promife of the Life that now Is* 
Pfal. xxxvit. 3.—Verily thou (halt be fed. 

Matt. vi. 33.—Seek firft the Kingdom of God, and all Thingsfhall 
be added. 

1 Tim. vi. 17. Who giveth us all Things richly to enjoy* 

Temptation. 

1 Cor. x. 13.—God will not fuffer you to be tempted above that y« 
are able. 

-i Cor. xii. 9.—My Graci is fufficientfor thee. 

Rom. vi. 14. Sin /hall not have Dominion over you. 

Luke xxii. 31. I have prayed for Thee, that thy Faith fail'not. 

Affliction. 

Job v. 17.— -Happy is the Man whom God corre&eth. 

Lament, iii* 32. Tho’ He caufe Grie^ yet will He have Corapaflioo# 
Pfal. 1 . 15. Call upon me in Trouble, and I will deliver thee* 

Rev. iii. 19. As many as 1 love, I rebuke and chaflen. 

Death. 

1 Cor. xv. 55, 56,57.—-Gor giveth us the Vi&ory, thro’ ChiiiT 

our Loan. 

2 Cor. v. 1. If our earthly Houfe Is diflolved, we have a Building 

of Gob. 

John iii. 16.—Whofoever believeth, /hall have everlafting Life. 

Pfal. xiiii. 4.—Though I pafa thro’ Death, I will fear no Evil. 

Conclusion. 

COD, mitring mire abundantly tt jhev> auto the Htirt if Prtmife, th 
Immutability if bit Ctunftl, tenprmti it by an Oath. Heb. vi. 17. 

Vol. II. H LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 


My dear Friend, "June 12, 1754. 

D O you wonder, why I have not acknowledged 
the Receipt of your laft ? Indeed it deferved a 
moft fpeedy and a moft grateful Acknowledgment, 
but I was unwilling to interrupt your Thoughts 
with frefh Inquiries; your Thoughts I hope, have 
been employed, in difcovering the Reverend Dr. 
***’s Miftakes, and in teaching him, what that 
means, .which our Lord gave as die Commiflion to 
his Minifters, “ Preach the Gofpel.” 

I received your Prefcnt from Mr. ***; but I 
fhall not want any Memorial of your Friendlhip, 
fo' long as you will give me Leave to confult you, 
about difficult Paflages in Scripture; and thefe Me¬ 
morials, I afTure you, will not be tranftent, I fhall 
carefully preferve them; and when their Number 
and Size is a little more increafed, fhall form them 
into a Volume, which fhall be more valuable to me, 
than any Book in my Study f* 

The Anecdotes of your own Life are very wel¬ 
come, if you could add others, they would be ftill 
more pleafmg. As you are well acquainted with 
antient Hiftory, have you met with my Account of 
the four Monarchies ? Concife, taking in only the 
moll memorable qnd ftriking Fadts; and ftill more 
particularly calculated to explain the Prophecies of 
Scripture, and demonftrate their exadt Accomplifh- 
ments. This, with a fuccindt Detail of the De¬ 
duction of Jcrufalem , and the Difperfion of the 
Jews, would, I think, be a very pretty hiftorical 
Furniture for young Minds. 

f It ft touch to be wifhed, that this ingenious Cor- 
refpoftdent would permit us to publifh his learned An- 
, by Way of Supplement to thefe Letters. 

I think 
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I think all your Criticifms pleafe arid improve 
me, that only excepted, which relates to x Cor. ix. 
24. While I wds writing this, Mr. P***, the 
Bearer came in, for which Reafon, you will give 
me Leave, for the Sake of enjoying his Company, 
to conclude; only let me add, that I purpofe, if I 
live to the Beginning of next Week, to finifh what 
1 intended to fay, in a Letter by the Poft, which 
Very probably may anticipate what now cpmes from. 

Dear Sir, 


Yoilr’s, £s7. 

LETTER XXXVI. 

Dear Sir 4 

T Think one Guinea is full enough for giving away 
^ to a Perfon, of whofe Character we are ignorant. 
There are too many (dolet diflum !) to whom an 
Alms in the Way of Money , is only an Adminiftra- 
tion of Fuel to their Lufts. Not that I prefume to 
fix fuch a Charge upon the prefent Petitioner 5 yet 
this Conviction makes me cautious , where I have not 
Affurance of the Perfon's Sobriety. Had it not 
been for his Father's Worthy I fhould have almoft 
thought it my Duty to have fhut my Hand, till I 
received foine more fatisfaCtory Recommendation. 
We are Stewards of our Matter’s Goods, and Dif- 
cretion is requifite in the Difcharge of fuch an Of¬ 
fice, as well as Fidelity. 

I fancy, my dear Friend, you did not take No¬ 
tice of an unbecoming Expreffion, which dropt 
from your Lips, while I fat at your TaWi. You 
was a little chagrined at the Careleffiiefs of your 
Servant, and faid to him with fome Warmtbj 

What! in the Name of God do you mean ; 

H z Suqfc 
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Such Expreflions from your Lips, will be much ob- 
ferved, and long remembered. I need fay no more ; 
you yourfelf will perceive, by a Moment’s Reflec¬ 
tion, how faulty they are in them/elves , and how 
pernicious they may be to others. May the good 
Lord pardon and deliver you from Evil!—And may 
both of us more frequently meditate on this impor¬ 
tant Text, “ Set a (Fateh before our Mouths, and 
“ keep the Door of our Lips!” 

Ever your’s, while 

James Her vey. 

LETTER XXXVII. 

My dear Friend , June 14, 1754. 

B EFORE this can reach your Hands, you will, 
in all Probability have feen Mr. P*** • He is 
really an ingenious Gentleman, has a lively Appre- 
henfion, a penetrating Judgment, as well as a large 
Share of Reading. May the Almighty Spirit vouch- 
fafe to fan&ify thofe Endowments; and make our 
Interviews, not an Occafion of ambitioufly difplay- 
ing our Talent, but of building up one another in 
oitr moft holy Faith ! I can hardly agree to my 
Friend’s Propofa!, for altering the Tranflation of 1 
Cor. ix. 24. May it not be an Incitement to the 
utmoft Diligence? q. d. The Contenders know, 
that, though many run, yet one alone can receive the 
Prize. Therefore they exert all their Strength and 
all their Speed, each hoping and each ftriving, to be ' 
that diflinguifhed happy one: So likevvife do ye': Or 
may it not be an Encouragement, drawn from the 
Profpedf of general Sgicefs ? q. d. How much greater 
Reafon have you*»#an-the Chriftian Race?,Since 
mot one only, but t'all may receive the Prize of your 
high Calling.—Of thefe Interpretations tire former 

ftems 
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feems moft fuitablc to the Tenour of the ApofUe’s 
Dtfcourfe. What do you apprehend to be the pre¬ 
cis* Senfe of that Expreflion, <r» » mir* 

Col. ii. io. Is our Tranflation exadl? Or fhould 
it be rendered. Ye are filled with him, filled by him ? 
Filled with Wifdom, Holinefs, (Sc. I was reading 
Pfalm civ. and a Doubt arofe concerning the Mean- 
ing of % thof.*Expreffions—He laycth the Beams of 
his Chambers in the Waters.—He maketh the 
Clouds his Chariot.—Does the Pfalmift intend to 
fignify the fame thing by Waters and Clouds? Or 
by Water does he mean fomevvhat different from 
the Fluid, which compofes the Clouds ? Houhigant 
finds Fault with our Tranflation of nbpon, Dure IS 
incrcdibiliter Arias , contignavit aquis ; he would cor- 
re<£t it according to his ufual Way, by altering the 
Original, Nos legimus obpa-i, cooper tens: Sic legunt , 
preeter Syrum , omnes in Polyglottis —What think you 
of the Word mas, Verfe 19. “Going down?’’ Is 
that all, which the Sun knows or obferves ; would 
not that be a very imperfedl Difcharge pf his Of¬ 
fice? May not the original Phrafe denote his going, 
his Circuit, his whole Journey? Comprehending, 
not only his fetting, but his rifing, his Meridian, and 
all his Stages; together with his Paffage from one 
Tropic to another, and his Diftribution, jnt only cf 
Day, hut of Seafons alfo, through the various Re¬ 
gions of the Globe?—a"-ijnn is this Word rightly 
tranflated Seafons? By Seafons we generally mean 
the four grand Diftributions of the Year into Spring 
and Summer, Autumn and Winter. But thefc, you 
know, are neithenoccafioned by the Influences, nor 
regulated by the Appearances of the Moon.—-I 
could be glad to fee, from your critical Pen, a cor¬ 
rect Tranflation of this fine Pfalm; together with, 
fuch Remarks, as mjjy explain what is difficult, and 
illuftrate what is beautiful. . Next Saturday I hope 
to fend your Manuscripts. In the mean Time, let 
H 3 me 
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me promife myfelf a Remembrance in your Prayers, 
and expect the Favour of a Letter, which will be 
thankfully received and valued by. 

Dear Sir, 

affe&ionately your’s, &c. 

J. Hervey. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

Dear Sir, 

M Y poor father is in fome Fefpe£ts better, but 
he is as weak and helplefs as ever. Moll of 
his Time pafles in a Kind of doling Sleep. He has 
no Inclination to talk; takes little Notice of Per- 
fons or Things.—I ihope, his great Work is done, 
his Intereft inChriftfecured, and his Soul fanflified 
by Grace. For indeed, fuch a State of Languifh- 
ing is as unfit to work out Salvation, and lay hold 
on eternal Life, as to grind at a Mill, or to run a 
Race. Oh ! that we all m a y give diligent Atten¬ 
tion to the Things, which belong to our Peace, be¬ 
fore the Inability of Sicknefs, and the Night of 
Death approaches.—I fent for the Poem on Sicknefs, 
by Mr. Thompfon of £{iieen’s College, Oxford ; and 
was furprifed to find it a four Shilling and Six-penny 
Piece. It is, I think, a loofe and rambling Per¬ 
formance ; feme good Lines, but a great Deal of it. 
Nothing at all to the Purpofe. Not comparable, 
jn Point of Elegance, Propriety, and Beauty, to his 
Hymn cn May. However, I would not have it de¬ 
preciated, methinks, becaufc it fpeaks worthily of 
theChriltian Religion, and the Rock of our Hopes, 
phrift Jcfus. 

Adipu, my dear Friend, 

pver your’s, 
James Hervey. 

IE T- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Dear Sir , Wejlan , June 21, 1754. 

T) EFORE this arrives, I hope my Parcel, tranf- 
" mitted according to your Direction, will have 
reached your Hands; and my Dialogues will have 
received the free Correction, and the friendly inv 
provements of your Pen. 

As, through my many and repeated Infirmities , I 
had long difcontinued, and have often intermitted 
my intended Work, I am informed from London 
that the Abettors of the Socinian Scheme, have been 
pleafed to triumph in my Difappointment; ima¬ 
gining, that, through Fear or Inability, I had laid 
aftde my Defign, and infinuating, that I had changed 
my Principles, or was confcious of the Weaknefs of 
my Caufe.—From thefe Gentlemen, if my Eflay 
Ihould appear in Public, it may expe£t a fevere Exa¬ 
mination, and probably a violent Attack. I hope 
your Friendfhip will anticipate their Inveteracy; 
and remove thofe Blemifhes, which might give them 
a Handle for Cenfure, or a Ground for Inlult. My 
Prayer for my kind Corrector is, that the Lord Jefus 
Cbrift, whofe facred Honour and precious Interefts 
are concerned, would give him “ the Spirit of Wif- 
dom and Underftanding, the Spirit of Counfel and 
of Might; nw> run's wire Is there not a peculiar 
Force and Beauty in this laft Metaphor? How 
would you develope and fet it forth to common 
View ? I have juft had Occafion to confider that 
remarkable Expreffion in Pfalm xv. ran wa dkm j 
Methinks, the Bible Tranfiation does not recom¬ 
mend itfelf to my Judgment; 1 am better fatisfied, 
and more edified with the Verfion ufied by our Liturgy ; 
only it feem# not to have preferved the Strength of 
the Original. However, I will fay no more upon 
H 4 ' this 
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this Point, becaufe, if I live to fend another Packet 
of probationary Manufcripts, you will fee my Sen¬ 
timents on this Particular, incorporated with the 
Work. 

What is your Opinion, as to publifhing three Vo¬ 
lumes? Mr. Mofcs Browne and another Friend pro¬ 
nounce in the Affirmative; though I am much 
afraid that this Circumftance will clog the Sale.— 
There are feveral Pieces, that are a Kind <sf Ex- 
curfion from the principal Subjedl, calculated to 
relieve and entertain the Reader ; yet not without 
adminiftering fome fpiritual Benefit. A whole Dia¬ 
logue upon the Wonders of Wifdom, Power, and 
Goodntfs, difplayed in the Contrivance and For¬ 
mation of the human Body. Two or three Let¬ 
ters, pointing out the Traces of the fame grand and 
amiable Attributes, in the Conftitution of the Earth, 
the Air, and the Ocean. 7 ‘hefe I am afraid to lop 
off, left it fhould be like wiping the Bloom from the 
Plumb, or taking the Gold from the Gingerbread. 
to you I fay Gingerbread, though I would not fay 
fo to the Public; for I really think, the Tafte of the 
prefent Age is fomewhat like the Humour of Chil¬ 
dren Their Milk muft be fugared, their Wine 
fpiced, and their neceffarv Food garnifhed with 
Flowers, and enriched with fweet Meats. In my 
next, I hope to lay before you a fummary View of 
my whole Defign. I forget whether I inclofed in 
my laft one of the little Colleflion of Scripture Pro- 
mifes, which I caufed lately to be printed, for the 
Benefit and Comfort of my People. I would have 
them pafted into their Bibles’, and may the God of 
all Grace command them to be mixed with Faith, 
and ingrafted into their Hearts. If I have al¬ 
ready deftred your Acceptance of one, thefe I 
now fendi may be for your Friends. I fancy, a 
fhort but lively Dii'courfe upon each of the • eight 

Heads, 



[ JOS 1 

Heads*, and the Texts felcfted, might, after they 
have been committed to the Memories of the Peo¬ 
ple, be acceptable, and what the Apoftle calls “ a 
“ Word in Seafon.”—“ Angry at the Length of 
“ your Letters!" No, dear Sir!—They are, as 
‘fully faid of Dcmofthenes's Orations, The longer 
w the more valuable.” 

I am, 

your obliged Friend, 

J. Herve y. 


LETTER XL. 


My dear Friend, 


rr'HANK you for fending the Cuts defigned for 
-*■ the Bible. All my Hope with regard to them, 
is, that they may remind fotne Beholders of the tran- 
l'cendent Excellency of the facred Writings. I pro- 
pofe by the next Poll to write to Mr. * * *, I would 
very willingly prefent him with my Picture, as-yolt 
defirc it; but I really think, my Picture, if much 
better done, is not worth a Frame. And, I own, I 
doii’t much like giving away, what favours mote of 
Vanity, than Benevolence. 

Can’t you get a little Leifure to perufe Part of 
mv intended Work. 1 have, for a Month or fix 
Weeks, been profecuting it in earneft. I have fent 
four of the Dialogues , tranferibed by my Amanucn- 
fis. Do fteal a little l ime from the Multiplicity of 
your medical Engagements, to examine them; re- 


* The Heads are, I. Divine Teaching.—z. Pardon. 
—3. Juilification.—4. Sanftificatioa.—j. Temporal 
Eleffings.—6. Temptation.—7. Affii&ion.—8. Death. 
—See Page 94. - 


trench. 
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trench, where 1 am redundant; clear up, where I 
am obfcure; polifh what is uncouth.—I hope Mr. 
*** will do me the fame Favour; and may the 
God of Wifdom give both my Friends and me a 
right Judgment in all Things.-—I have feen Mr. 
***’s Anfwer. God be praifcd, that Ibad no Oc- 

cafion for Controverfy_I have not feen Mr. Mofcs 

Browne this many a Day: The laft Time-he was 
with me, he talked about reprinting his Sunday 
Thoughts, and adding a third Part, which he had 
finifhed, and which completes his Scheme; I would 
have the three Parts printed in a neat Pocket Vo¬ 
lume. Have you read his Poem on the Univerfe ? 
I think it is the moft plcafing, and indeed the beft 
Thing He ever wrote.—I hope, the God of Heayen 
will fmile upon his Endeavours, and animate us all 
to labour in his dear Son’s Caufe, and profper the 
Labours, which he himfelf excites. And if God 
will profper, who (ball obftrudl ? “ If He will work, 
“ who}can hinder it?” My dear Friend, let our 
Eyes be ever looking unto the Hills from whence 
cometh our Help. To that omnipotent Being, who 
ftretched out the Heavens, and laid the Foundations 
of the Earth; to that all-gracious Being, who 
feared not (unparalleled, llupendous Goodnefs!) 
feared not his own Son, but freely gave him up for 
us both. Oh! that we may dearly love him; firmly 
trull in him; and defire nothing fo much, as to 
know him now by Faith, and after this Life have 
the Fruition,of his glorious Godhead. To his ever- 
lafting Companions I commit my Friend, 

And am, 

Inviolably your’s, 
James He4vey. 


LET- 
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LETTER XLI. 


Dear Sir, Wejion, July 8,1754* 

V OUR Favour of June 28, is now before me, 
1 and demands my fmcereft Thanks ; and mine, 
I afl'ure j 7 ou, are of the fmcereft kind. I am fenli- 
ble, it is not in every one’s Power to do fuch an A£l 
of Kindnefs ; and if Providence vouchfafes to fmile 
upon my Effay, they will be of the moft lafting, the 
moft extenfive, and the moft important Nature. If 
I live till next Saturday, I propofe to tranfmit to you 
fix more of the Dialogues, which will open a new 
Field for your friendly Hand to weed, cultivate, and 
improve. Exercife the fame benevolent Severity 
upon them, and continue to retrench, as well as to 
reform. 

I am obliged for your Criticifms, and Oh ! that 
I may be emboldened by the Extradl from your in¬ 
tended Work. No Man, I believe, ftands in more 
need of fuch Encouragements than myfelf.—Timo¬ 
rous by Nature, and made abundantly more fo, by 
a long Series of unintermitted Languors, and a very 
debilitated Conftitution j for which Reafon, I pro- 
mife myfelf, you will commend the Writer and his 
Attempt to that great Jehpvah, in whom is everlaft- 
ing Strength; and for your kind Affiftance, I fhall 
think mylelf bound to praife his adorable Majefty; 
and to pray that he would fill you with all W ifdom 
and fpiritual Underftanding; that you may walk 
worthy of the Lord, unto all plcafing, being fruitful 
in every good Work, and increafing in the Know¬ 
ledge of God, 

Iwill, fince I have the Concurrence of your Judg¬ 
ment, and I hope the Guidance of our Lord Jefus 
Chriff, determine upon three Volumes.—How long 
do you apprehend it will Ije, before your chronolo¬ 
gical, and biftorical Piece will be fimihed ? I hope 

it 
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it will abound with fuch Explanations of Scripture, 
and be rich with fhort, but ftriking Improvements : 
May you continually enjoy that Unction from the 
Holy One, which teachetn all Things! And Oh ! 
that its precious Influences may defeend upon, 

Dear Sir, your much obliged, 

and truly affectionate Friend, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER XLII. 

Dear Sir, July 13, 1754. 

T Hope my lad Letter, wherein I apprifed you of 
a Parcel to be tranfmitted to you is in your Hand. 
—Here are fix Dialogues; may the everlafting and 
wonderful Counfellor enable you to fearch them as 
with a Candle, and make them fuch as he will con- 
defeend to blefs! I have dropped feveral Objections 
and Anfwcrs; yet, I fear, too many are Hill retained. 
A Multiplicity of ObjcCts diffipates the Attention 
cither of the Eye of the Mind.—Are what the 
Painters call the two Unities, preferved ? One prin¬ 
cipal ACtion and one grand Point of View, in each 
Piece ? Does Therm fpeak enough ? or with fuch 
Weight, and fuch a Spice of the Sal Atticus , as 
might fuit his Character? Here and there a Touch 
of Wit or genteel Satire in him, I think, would be 
graceful, especially, in the firft Parts, before he is 
brought to a-ConviCtion of his Guik. I hope you 
will not oply find all the Faults, but that you will 
point th^jjVrrow,' and trim its Feathers; and may 
the Atm of the moft High launch if, that it may bq 
the Arrow of the Lord’s Salvation. 

I am, dear Sir, 

affeCfaonately and gratefully your’s, 
James Hervey. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XLltl. 

Sir, Oflober 2. 

T Have perufed the greateft Part of Dr. Hodges's 
^ Elihu f. ’Tis wrote, I think, in a mafculine and 
noble Style; is animated with a lively Spirit of 
Piety; jnd urges, with' a becoming Zeal, fome of 
the grand Peculiarities of the Gofpel. I hope, it 
will prove a Bleffing to both the Univerfities; and 
be a Means of teftifying, to both thofe learned Bo¬ 
dies, the Truth as it is in Jefus.—Dear Mr'. ** has 
been gone from us almoft a fortnight. What a 
burning and fliining Light is he! Burning with 
minifterial Zeal, and Alining in all holy Conven¬ 
tion.—I hope, our dear Friend ***’s Sermon was 
attended with a Bleffing; and irtay the Bleffing be 
greatly increafed by the Publication! May the Drop 
become a River, and the River become a Sea!—I 
was Yefterday with five or fix young Students, and 
this Day with three ingenious Gentlemen of the 
Laiety, two of whom are acquainted with the He¬ 
brew. Our Converfation turned wholly upon that 
fuper-excellent and delightful Subject, “ The only 
“ true God, and Jefus Chrift whom he has fent.’* 
Oh! may that almighty Being, who has every hu¬ 
man Heart in his Hand, fandtify our Difcourfe to 
our eternal Advantage!—And let us, my dear Friend, 
talk for him , write for him , and live for him, who 
died for our Sins, and is rifen again for our Juftifi- 
cation.—May his Spirit be your continual Guide, 
and his Favour your eveflafting Portion ! 

Ever your’9, while 

, James Hervey. 

t Tht Reverend Dr. Hodges was Provoft of Oriel 
College Oxford} eminent for his Learning and Piety. 

LET- 
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LETTER XLIV. 

Dear Sir, IVeJlon Favell , Auguji 2 J, 1754-' 
T Have read Part of your Chronological Manu- 

feript f,—and I blefs God for giving you fuch a 
penetrating and comprehcnfive Mind. To confefs 
the Truth, it is beyond my Power to follow 7 , even 
in thofe Refearches, where you have furmounted 
the Difficulties, and cleared the Way; but there 
are many Things, which I underftand, and with 
which I am delighted ; infomuch, that, if you don’t 
intend to publifh it, I fhould very much defire a 
Copy of it. But what fhould hinder the Publica¬ 
tion ? Why fhould not the learned World be im¬ 
proved by what is profound, and the whole World 
be edified by what is eafy ? I have no Acquaintance 
in this Neighbourhood, w'ho is verfed in chronolo¬ 
gical Inquiries, and capable, of judging of your 
Computations and Arguments; otherwife, I would 
obtain for you his Opinion. Mr. Mcfrs Browne 
(Author of the Sunday Thoughts ) will gladly perufe 
it.—Will you excufe me, though I add no more? 
A Gentleman waits for me below, to tranfaft an 
Affair of which I underftand but very little; he is 
.coync to take my Parfonage Grounds, in order to 
plough them for Woad, an Herb much ufed by the 
Dyers. May Profperity attend his Plough, but 

f The Manufcript which Mr. Herwy here takes no¬ 
tice of is called—“ A fhort Chronicle of the mod re- 
” markable Events, from the Beginning of the World, 
“ to the Building of Solomon' s Temple.” In which 
Chronicle the Difficulties in Chronology are cleared 
up after a new Manner; and the Author has flrove to 
enliven his Piece by a great Number of marginal Re¬ 
ferences.—We hear he intends foon to publifh,this very 
valuable and niafterly Performance. - 


above 
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above allmay it attend Jour's and mine, which would 
open the Ground for the Seed of the everlafting 
Gofpel. I am loth to mifs a Poft, loth to defer my 
Thanks for your laft very valuable Favour, other- 
wife you would not be put off with fuch a hafty 
Scrap from 

Dear Sir, 

your moft obliged and affe&ionate, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER XLV. 


Dear Sir , 

THE Gentleman who verfified Part of my Mt- 
Stations is Mr. Newcomb of Hackney*. I 
thought it exceedingly well executed ; much fupe - 
rior to his Ode on the final Diffolution of the World, 
which he has fince publilhed. 

As to Bifhop Fowler's Deftgn of Chrijlianity, he 
has, as far as I have read, good Senfe, clear Lan¬ 
guage, and fon^:times fine ftriking Sentiments. But 
I moft cordially embrace the Propofition, vhu 
“ That Faith juftifieth only as it apprehendeth the 
“ Merits and Righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift,” which 
he moft peremptorily + condemns.—Pleafe to caff 
jour Eye to the fifth Line of the next Paragraph : 
I'he Bifhop’s Words are “ Imputation of Chrift’s 
“ Righteoufnefs confifts in dealing with fincerely 

* Mr. Newcomb has verfified the Whole of the Two- 
Volumes of Meditations in a very elegant Manner, and 
publilhed them ; well deferving the Notice of all Mr. 
Her'vey’% Admirers. 

f See the whole PalTage, Page 160, of the third 
Edition, and Page 190 of the fourth Edition. See 
1 'heron, Vol. I. Page 202. 
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“ righteous Perfons as if they were perfectly fo, 
** for the Sake of Jefus Chrift;” and compare' t hi» 
“ fmcercly righteous Perfons,” with St. Paul's De¬ 
claration, Rom. iv, 5. that Chrift juftifieth the J 
Ungodly.—When you have perufed and confidercd 
Bifhop Fowler's Treatife thoroughly, pi cafe to let 
me have it again ; elpecially as you and Mr. Hun- 

t Bifhop Foicler, in his Interpretation of this Text, 
differs from Mr. Heruey's Opinion, as may be feen’ac 
large by the Remarks which the Bifliop has made on 
this Text, in his Defence of the Principles and Prac¬ 
tices of certain moderate Divines of the Church of 
England (abufively called Latitu din arians) wrote 
by way of Dialogue between two intimate Friends.— 
But as neither Mr. Herwy’s nor the Bifhop’s Senti¬ 
ments arc here fufficiently explained, the following Ex- 
trafts from two fuch celebrated Commentators as 
Whitby and Burkitt, are fubjoined for the Reader’s 
Confideration. 

Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on the New Tefta- 
ment, has thus expounded Romans iv. 5. “'JufliJica- 
“ tion being only the Non-imputation, or the Pardon 
" of their part Sins on Account of tjiat Faith, which 

laid the higheft Obligations upon all Believers to 
** die unto Sin for the future, there is no Abfurdity 
“ in faying, God thus juftiftes the Ungodly repenting 
“ of, and engaging to ceal'e from, their Ungodlinefs.” 

Mr. Burkitt, in his Expofttory Notes on the New 
Teftament, has thus commented on Rom. iv. y. 

“ Whereas it i? here laid, that * God juftifieth the 
** Ungodly,’ the Meaning is, fuch as have been un- 
“ godly, not fuch as continue fo.—The Apoitle de- 
“ feribes the Temper, and Frame of their Hearts and 
“ Lives before Juftification, and not after it; as it 
“ found them, not as it leaves them.—True ! Chrift 
“ juftiftes- the Ungodly,’ yet fuch as continue un- 
“ godly ate not jultified by him: We muft bring Cre- 
“ dentials from our Sanctification, to bear Wit- 
** »cfs to the Truth of our Justification.” 
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apprehend he.has given better Difc&ions for the 
Attainment of .true Holinetx man Mr*. )VJarJbaH:-^~ 

Thanks for young Mr. Cl -’s Scrnvxi. He is it 

correct Writer, but wants the main Thing. “ Cliriti 
“ is in all.” He either forgets, or underftands thofe 
Words, in a Manner very different from my Appre- 
heniion. Mr. G — t has much good Senfe, but to 
me his Sermon reads flat: In his Difcourfe likewife 
I wifhed' to have feen more of our Immanuel’s 
Glory. ... 

. ,1 arrg £s 7 . 


LETTER XLVI. 

Dear Sir, Wejlan, QSloltr 20, 1754. 

r Received the Parcel fafe, and defirc to blefs God’s? 

Providence .for not fuffering >the Manufcripts to 
be loft in their Railage, as they had like to have been 1 j 
and to thank my kind Friend for his judicious Re¬ 
marks—Herein is inclofed Dialogue ievi : . I dtirft not 
venture to commit this to the Prefs, without fub- 
initting it to your Correction. Dear Sir, examine 
it with a critical Severity, and may he whole Eyes 
are as a Flame of Fire, enable you to difeern and 
rectify what is amifs.—It is, as you will cafily per¬ 
ceive, a Subject of the laft Importance. Oil! that 
in handling it, I might be a Workman, that need 
not be alhamed.—Pardon my Scraps of Anfwers,' 
to your large and valuable Letters. • I hardly know 
how to get a Moment’s Leifure, fo very intent«uwf 
I now on the Publication of my Book. I have not 
been able, for want of Time, - to read-over this 
Tranfcript; I hope, the Copier has not made any 
great Miftakes. _ Be fo good, dear- Sir,-as to favour 
me with your Remarks on this Manufcript, as fo6nf 
as you poflibly can; you need not return it, only 

Vei. II, I fend 
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fcnd me your Remarks. But you will pleafe to prc- 
ferve this, for fear of an Accident happening to the 
other Copy. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft affectionately 

J. H. 


LETTER XLVII. 

My dear Friend , Thurfday Noon. 

I AM glad Dr. C** got Time, and took the 
-*■ Trouble of overlooking the Manufcripts. He 
has the Judgment of a Critick, and the Freedom of 
a Friend. Mofes Browne is perfuaded by the Book- 
feller to print his Poem on the Univerfe , and his 
Sunday Thought! in one Volume, and intends to in¬ 
title it, The Works and Reft of Creation ; with the 
Addition of fome more particular, explicatory, and 
fubordinate Title. I objected to this general Title ; 
made a S>ucry y whether it was Jlriftly proper: or, if 
proper , whether fufficiently ftgnificant ? Inftead of it, 
I propofed. The Works of Creation , and Reft of the 
Sabbath. 

Dr. Gill (hall tell you my Sentiments, in Rela¬ 
tion to Wcflcy on the Perfeverance of the Saints. 
Both their Pamphlets on this Subject I fend you; 
whether his Replies and Interpretations in the firft 
Part arc found and fatisfaCtory, judge you; the 
Confiderations fuggefted in the latter Part l think, 
are full of Weight, rich with Confolation, and 
worthy of a Place in our Memories and in our 
Hearts: May p>W own Meditation fix them in the 
me* and die Spirit of our God implant them in the 
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I am entirely of your Opinion with Regard to 
Staynoe on Salvation by Jefus Chrijl: Generally very 
prolix, and fomewhat tircfome to the Reader; yet 
his Style is good, nervous, and beautiful. Prolixity, 
I find, is an epidemical Fault among Writers; the 
Cenfure I pafs on him, rebounds on myfelf: Save 
me from this Mifcondutif, by lopping off my Re¬ 
dundancies. I have not looked into Staynoe , for a 
great while; when I revife him again, you fhftll 
have my Sentiments concerning his Dodtrinej 
which, though excellent in the main, is not, I 
apprehend, perfcdtly confiftent, nor evangelical 
throughout. I have feen Mr. ***’s Verfes on Dr, 
***’s Chara&er; I am apprehenfive [inter Nos) that 
it will rather depreciate, than exalt the Reverend 
Doftor’s Credit, among Readers of a Gofpel Spirit. 
There are indeed the Sales Attici, but where are the 
Sales Evangelici ?—What fays our lively Friend Mr. 
Heartly ? I think, he is the Caleb of our Fraternity. 
Caleb fignifies all Heart. His Name and Nature 
correfpond. Did he not warm you with his Zeal ? 
Oh! that we may glow with Love to him, who 
bled for Love of us!—I have received a Letter from 
our dear Friend on the American Continent. He 
mentions you in particular, and your late Gueft. 
Love, cordial Love, he tranfmits to you both. 
We believe him, when he makes a Profeflion of 
Kindnefs, and why are we fo backward to believe the 
more repeated, more folemn, and infinitely more 
faithful Aflurances, which the Scripture gives us of 
our Redeemer’s Love ? Let us blufh and be con¬ 
founded for our Unbelief, and may the Lord of all 
Power and Grace help our Unbelief! 


Ever youf'S, J. 
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P. S. Certainly our Friend judges right in not 
acting as a JuJlice of Peace, unlefs he would fubmit 
to the Fatigue of acquainting himfelf with our na¬ 
tional Laivs. A Study, which is, if I rightly judge, 
which I am fure would be to my Tafte, of all others 
the moft jejune and irkfomc. Not fo the Scriptures ! 
God has, in tender Indulgence to our Difpofition, 
flrewcd them with Flowers, dignified them with 
Wonders ; enriched them -with all that may delight 
the Man of Genius, and make the Man of God 
perfect. May we, as new-born Babes, defire the 
lincere Milk of the Word; and grow—grow thereby 
in Knowledge, grow in Faith, grow in Love, in 
Holinefs, in every amiable and happy Accomplifh- 
ment. Don’t you pradife that excellent Rule, of 
f'electing for Meditation each Day a Text of Scrip¬ 
ture? As to publifhing the firjl Volume of Thcron 
and Afpafw before the others are ready, I really know 
jiot how to ad. May the God of unerring Wjfdom 
vouchfafe to dired, for his dear Son our glorious 
IntercelTor’s Sake! 


LETTER XLVIII. 

Dear Sir, JVeJlon, Jan. 25, 1755. 

T Really forget, whether I acknowledged your lafl 
* Favour. If I did not, let your own Candour be 
my Advocate, and my important Bufinefs under the 
moft enervated Conftitution be my Plea. I have 
been, fince I wrote, in the Phyfician’s Hands, and 
debarred from the Pulpit. BlefTed be the Lord our 
Healer, I am now reftored to my ufual State, and 
am enabled to fpeak a Word on the Lord’s-Day, 
awl preach in my Church on IVednefday Evening, 
which is my Ledure Day, for the Honour of my 
Mafter, and I hope for the Edification of his People. 

—Oh! 
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—Oh ! that this Privilege may be coeval with my 
Life ; and my preaching Voice, and my vital Breath 
11 opt together! I wifh you, dear Sir, many new 
Tears, much of the new Man, and an abundant 
Entrance into the New ‘Jerusalem. 

Your moft obliged, 

and truly affectionate Friend, 

J. H E R V E V. 


LETTER XLIX. 

My dear Friend, March 4. 

T'vON’T hurry the Return of the Dialogues. 
D Take your 'rime, that you may examine them 
thoroughly: None knows, how far they may fpread, 
or how long they may live ! Oh ! that the God of 
Wifdom may enable you to judge aright, and cor¬ 
rect their Miftakcs! 

I am forry to hear your Account of our Friend 
at ***, 1 wifh he could be perfuaded to look upon 
his myftick Writers, as his Chamber-Council; 
converfe with them in his Study, and leave them 
there. I was vifited yeflerday by a Gentleman, who 

would be a Darling with Mr. H -: Quite fond 

of Myfticks, but does not go any great Lengths; 
nor efpoufe, at leaft not avow or propagate, their 
extravagant Peculiarities. Your old Acquaintance 
Mr. *** came in, and fat with us, 1 believe two 
1 lours: The Gentleman happened to refer to IJaiah 
vi. and defired 1 would read the Beginning of the 
Chapter; glad of this Overture, 1 readily embraced 
it; and fixed the Difcourfe to this noble, this alarm¬ 
ing and comfortable Scripture. Oh ! let us attend, 
with Affiduity and Delight, to the holy precious 
I 3 Word 
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Word of God; the Apoftle calls it aloXor yxKn, pure, 
unmixed, unadulterated, as though every Compo- 
fition had fome improper Tindture, was fome way 
or other adulterated. My Son, fays the God of 
Heaven (and it is a moft important Advice, a moil 
endearing Exhortation) attend to my Words, in¬ 
cline thine Ear unto my Sayings. Let them not 
depart from thine Eyes, keep them in the Midft of 
thine Heart. For they are—Life unto thofc, that 
find them, and Health to all their Flefh. 

As to Eph. iv. 16. does not wyapuchoyu/juvo* refer 
to the orderly and exact Arrangement ? ov^Zx^yyay 
to the nice and ftrong Connections ? But where is 
the Beauty or Propriety of wanj; a$vi ? rVIS cvipfoptiyyxi J 
Why that which every Joint fupplieth? Is there 
any peculiar Fund of Nutriment lodged in the 
Joints ? Would not an Anatomift have faid, by 
that which every Veffel, or every Ramification of 
a VcfTel, fupplieth?—I fincerely pity poor ***’s 
Cafe j I will give him two Guineas; and hope, the 
God whom he ferves, will raife him up other Friends. 
He, that fpared not his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all, how fhall he not with him alfo freely 
give him all Things ? Tell him this from me, tho’ 
lie knows it already, the Lord may make it a Word 
in Seafon. Charge him to fay nothing of me, and 
my Mite ; but as much for me to his God and Sa¬ 
viour, as he pleafes.—I hope you will when Oppor¬ 
tunity ferves, frrengthen Mr. H—s in the Faith of 
the Gofpel, and in the Ways of the Lord. Let 
us provoke one another to Love, and to good 
Works; and fo much the more, as we fee the Day 
approaching.—Yefterday Mr. * * * of Cambridge 
called upon me ; our Converfation was not fo edi¬ 
fying, as I could wifh, it degenerated into Difputc. 
Mr. ***, who is very much talked of, was the 
Suhjefl. I don’t thoroughly know his Scheme, but 
am inclined to fufpedt, that his Opponents will find 
1 it 
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It a difficult Matter to maintain their (Ground. 
However, I (hall not attempt to make mylelf''fully 
Mafter of the Controverfy. To know Chrift and 
him crucified. Hoc nobis Palmarium. This is the 
Defiie and Prayer of, 

ever your’s, 

J. Hervby. 

P. S. The Latin Prayer youfent me for my Opi¬ 
nion, feems to be compofed by a Myfiick. Not a 
Word of Chrift ! Accefs through his Blood is ne- 
glefted; Acceptance through his Righteoufnefs is 
forgotten: The grand Error of the myfiick Divines! 
who, wholly intent upon what God is to do in us, 
moft unhappily difregard what he has done for us, 
in the Perfon of his beloved Son. 


LETTER L. 

Dear Sir , Wcjlon, Dec. 17, 1747. 

T Truly commiferate your variegated Calamity; 

and heartily wifh I could fuggeft any Thing, 
which might be the Means of adininiftcring Jo me 
Eafe to your aftlifted Mind, and of affifting you to 
reap ample Benefit from your diftrefled Situation. 

You well know, that all Afflictions of what Kind 
foever, proceed from God. “ I form the Light, 
“ and create Darknefs; I make Peace, and create 
“ Evil: I the Lord do all thefc Things.” ( Ifaiab 
xlv. 7.) They fpring not from the Duft ; are not 
the Eft efts of a random Chance, but the Appoint¬ 
ment of an all-wife, all-forefeeing God, who intends 
them all for the Good of his Creatures.— This , I 
think, is the fundamental Argument for Rcfigna- 
tion, and the grand Source of Comfort. This 
(hould be our firft Refleftion, and our fovereign 
I 4 Support. 
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S.’Uffcrt.-—Afo,? foUrgav-e me my r Efctngi afld gave' 
}>i$ pwn Son for my ,Redemption, 'tfe hps, affigodj 
Trt;@ this Suffopfog.,—rWhat He ordains, who is bound- 
lafs-Lovc, rfmfo be good : What fit ordains, who 
is unerring Wifdom, muft be proper. 

'{'his reconciled Eli to the fevcreft Doom that 
ever was denotfftced:— It is the Lord , and though 
gneypus to hOman Nature, much more grievous to 
parental Afreet ion, yet it is unqueftionably the beji ; 
therefore, I humbly acquiefce. Fkifs the awful De¬ 
cree, and fay from my very Soul, Let him do what 
feemeth him good, (i Sam. iii. 18.) 

This calmed -the. Sorrows of. Job , under all his 
unparalleled Diftrefles; the Loid gave my Affluence 
and.Prosperityy the Lord.has taken, ah.away; ra- . 
pacious Hands and warring Elements, were only 
his Inflruments, therefore, I fubmit, I.adore, I bids 
his holy Name. 

This Confutation fortified the Man Chrift Jefus, 
at the Approach of his inconceivably bitter Ago¬ 
nies ; the Cup, which, not my implacable Enemies, 
but iny Father; by their, Adminiflration,- has given 
me, Lall i riot drink, it?—it is your Father, dear . 
Sir, your heavenly Father, who loves you. with an 
everlasting Love., that Jus mingled fame Gall with 
your Port/on in Life.—Sensible of the beneficent 
Hand, from which the Vifiution comes, may. you 
alwavj bow your Head in patient Submiffion; and 
acb®idedge ,vrith the excellent, but afflicted Mo¬ 
narch .ficzchiah, “ Good is. the Word of the. Lord 
“ concerning me.” [y fiivgs xx. ixj\) > 

Jll Jff.ieliors are defign’d for Blefiings.—.To do 
us good at the latter Ifoid^hpwever they ijiay crols 
cur Defoes, or difqujet .our, Minds.at prelent— 
Happy (fays the Spirit of Jnfpiration, and not 
wretched) is the Man,-whom Gy»d corr« 3 ieth, [Job 
v. 17.) And for this Reafon, becaufe his merciful 
Challenings, though not joyqus but grievous, yield s 

F the 
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t^e peaceable Fruit of Rrghteoufnefs unto them, 
that, are exercUed .thereby. (Heb. xii. n.) God't 
Ways are not as our Ways. The Children, when*, 
we love, we are apt to treat with all the foi't Bhgkg, 
dilhments,and food Carefles of profufe Indulgencjpy 
and too, too often cocker them to their Hurt, if 
not to their Ruin.—But the Father of Spirits itf 
Jv'ife inips Love, and out of Kindnefs fevere. There¬ 
fore it is faid. Whom he loveth, he chafteneth, and: 
Tcourgeth every Son whom He receiveth. (Hebe 
xii, 6.) Would you not, dear Sir, be a Child of 
that everlafting Father, whofc Favour is better than 
Life ? Affliction is one Sign of your Adoption to 
this ineitimable Relation.'—Would you not be an' 
“ Heir of the Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
“ and that fadeth not away r ” Affliction is your Path 
to this blifsful Patrimony. Through much Tribu¬ 
lation we muft enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Aits xiv. 22. Would you not be made like your 
ever-blefled and amiable Redeemer ? He was a Man 
of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief; and every 
Difciple muft expedt to be as his Mafter. 

- Perhaps, you. may think your Affliction peculiarly 
calamitous; and that if it had been of fome other 
Kind you could more cheerfully fubmit, more eafily 
bear it; but you are in the Hands of an all-wife 
Phyfician, who joins to the Bowels of infinite Love s 
the Difcernment of infinite Wifdotn. He cannot 
rtjiftake your Cafe. He fees into the remoteft 
Events; and though he varies his Remedies, always 
preferibss with the exacieft. Propriety to every one’s 
particular State. Allure yourfelf therefore, the Vi- 
filiation which He appoints, is the very propereft 
Recipe in the Difpcnfatory of Heaven: Any other 
would have been lefflfit to convey laving Health to 
your immortal Part, and lefs fubfervient to your 
Enjoyment of. the temporal Biellings, which may, 
perhaps, be yet in Store for you. • 


Should 
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Should you enquire what Benefits accrue from 
Afflictions r—Many and precious-—They tend to 
wean us from the Woild—When our Paths are 
ftrewed with Rofes, when nothing-hut Muficfc and 
Odours float around, how apt are%e to be ena¬ 
moured with our prefent Condition} and forget the 
Crown of Glory, .forget Jefus and eve'rlatting Ages ? 
—But Affliction with a faithful though harfh ( Voice., 
roufes us from the fweet Dclufion.— Affliction warns 
our Hearts to arife and depart from thefe inferior 
Delights, bccaufe here is not our Reft. True and 
lafting Joys are not here to be found. The fweep- 
ing Tempeft and the beating Surge, teach the Ma¬ 
riner to prize the Haven, where undifturbed Repofe 
waits his Arrival. In like manner Difappointments, 
Vexations, Anxieties, Croflcs, teach us to long for 
thofc happy Manfions, where all Tears will be 
wiped away from the Eyes, (Rev. xxi. 4.) all An- 
guifh banimed from the Mind, and Nothing, No¬ 
thing fubfift, but the Fulnefs of Joy, and Pleafures 
for evermore. 

Afflictions tend to bring us to Chrijl. —Chrift has 
unfpeakable and everlafting Blefflngs to beftow— 
Such as the World can neither give, nor take away : 
Such as are fufficient to pour that Oil of Gladnefs 
into our Souls, which will fwim above the Waves 
of any earthly Tribulation.—But are we not, dear 
Sir, are we not moft unhappily indolent and inat¬ 
tentive to thefe Blcflings, in the gay Hours of an 
uninterrupted Profperity ? It is very obfervable, that 
fcarce any made Application to our Divine Re¬ 
deemer, in the Days of his Abode with us, but the 
Children of Affliction. The fame Spirit of Supine- 
nels ilill poflefl'es Mankind. We under-value, we 
difregard the Lord Jefus, and the unfpeakable Pri¬ 
vileges of his Gofpel, while all proceeds fmoothly, 
and Nothing occurs to difeompofe the TeUour of 
our Tranquillity.*—But when Misfortunes harrafs 

our 
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our Circumflances, or Sorrows opprefs our Minds j 
then we are willing, we are glad, we are earneft, to 
find Reft in Chrift. 

In Chrift Jefus there is Pardon of Sins. —Sin is 
a Burthen, incomparably forcr than any other Dif- 
trefs.— Sin would fink us into the Depths of eter¬ 
nal Ruin, and transfix us with the Agonies of end- 
lefs LV-fpair. But Chrift has, at the Price of his 
very Life, purchafed Pardon for all, who fly to him. 
He has bore the Guilt of their Sins in his own 
Body on the Tree, (i Pet. ii. 24.) Have they de- 
ferved Condemnation ? He has fuftained it in their 
Stead.—Are they obnoxious to the Wrath of God? 
He has endured it, as their Subftitute. He has 
made Satisfaction, complete Satisfaction for all their 
Iniquities. (Rom. iii. 25, 26.) So that 'JuJlice it~ 
[elf the molt rigorous Juitice, can demand no more. 
Oh ! that Diltrdl'es may prompt us to prize this 
Mercy ! May incite us to deftre ardently this Blefi- 
fednefs! Then it will be good for us to have been 
ajflifled. (Pfalm cxix. 71.) 

Chrift has obtained for us the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Gal. iii. 2.) to fanCtify our Hearts, and re¬ 
new our Natures.—An unrenewed carnal Alind, is 
ten thoufand Times more to be lamented, more to 
be dreaded, than any external Calamities. And No¬ 
thing can cure us of this moft deadly Difeafe, but 
the SanCtification of the Spirit. This divine Spi¬ 
rit alone is able to put the Fear of God in our 
Souls, and awaken the Love of God in our Hearts. 
(Jer. xxxii. 40.) His Influences fuggeft fuch aw¬ 
ful and amiable Thoughts to our Minds, as will be 
productive of thefe Chriftian Graces. This facred 
Principle fubdues our Corruptions, and conforms us 
to our blefled Redeemer’s Image.—How is this bell 
Gift of Heaven, difefteemed by the Darlings of the 
World, who have Nothing to vex them ? But how 
precious is it, how defireable, to the Heirs of Sor¬ 
row? 
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row?—They breathe after it, as the thirfty Hart 
panfeth for the Water-Brooks.—They cannot be 
fatisii&d without its enlightening, purifying, cheer¬ 
ing Communications. This is all their Requeft, 
and all their Relief, “ that the Spirit of Chrift may 
“ dwell in their Hearts;” ( Rom . viii. g.) may 
enable them to poffefs their Souls in Patience; 
( Luke xxi. 10.) and derive never-ending Good from 
momentary Evils. Before I clofe thefe Lines, per¬ 
mit me to recommend one Expedient, which yet is 
not mine, but the Advice of an infpired Apoftle, 
** If any be afflicted, let him pray.” —Dear Sir, fly 
to God in all your Adverfity; pour out your Com¬ 
plaints before him in humble Supplication; and 
fhew him your Trouble. ( Pfalm cxlii. 2.)—When 
I am in Hcavinefs, fays a holy Sufferer, I will think 
upon (Jod ; (Pfalm lxi. 2-) his omnipotent Power, 
bis unbounded Goodnefs, whofe Ear is ever, ever 
open to receive the Cry of the Afflidtcd.—When 
the ■ Ptalmift was diftreffed on every Side, without 
were Fightings, within were Fears, the Throne of 
Grace war the Place of his Refuge; I give myfelf 
to Prayer (Pfalm c ix. 4.). was his Declaration.— 
'This Method we read Hannah took, and you can¬ 
not but remember the happy Iffue. (1 Sam. i. 10.) 
Let me intreat you to imitate thefe excellent Exam¬ 
ples; frequently bend your Knees, and more fre¬ 
quently lift up your Heart, to the Father of Mer¬ 
cies, and God of all Confolation; not doubting, 
but that through the Merits of his dear Son, through 
the Intercefflon of your compaffionate High-Prieft, 
He will hear your Petitions, will comfort you under 
all your Tribulations, and make them all work toge¬ 
ther for your infinite and eternal Good. 

In the mean Time I fliall not ccafe to pray, that 
the God of all Power and Grace, may vouchfafe to 
Wefs these Considerations, and render them 

as 



t m J 

as Balm to your aching Heart, and as Food to the 
divine Life in your Mind. I am, dear Sir, with 
much Efteem, Compaflion, and Refpecl, 

your very fmcere Well-wither, £?'r, 

LETTER LI. 

My dear Friend , JFtjlon, Qfi. ig, 1758. 

V^OU fome Time ago ferit me a Poem with which 

* I was much delighted, notwithftanding the un¬ 
couth Metre andobfolcte Words; I mean Fletcher’ s 
Purple Ijland f, to which were fubjoined fcveral 
other of his poetical Pieces ; one particularly I re¬ 
member to his Brother G. Fletcher , on his Poem 
intitled, Chri/l’s Fiftory in Heaven and on Earth ; 
and his Triumph over , and after Death. 

I'happened to mention Fletcher to a Gentleman 
lately, who has fince lent me this very Poem, which 
I longed to fee as the Title pleafed me fo much.— 
He tells me that Phineas Fletcher was not only an 
excellent Poet himfef, and the Son of a Pott (namely 
of John Fletcher , a celebrated dramatick Writer in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth) but Brother to turn 
eminent Poets of which this G. Fletcher was one, 
and a young Student at Cambridge , when he wrote 
this Poem. 

I wifh any Bookfeller could be prevailed with to 
reprint The Purple Ijland , and add to it Chri/l’s 
Viflary, &c. in one neat Volume.—I believe it would 
fell, if properly revifed, and altered.—It grieves me 
to think thefe Pieces fhould be loll to the World, 
and be for ever buried in Obfcurity. 

• I have folded down feveral PalTages in Gkri/l *« 
Pillory and Triumph , for your Infpeelion ; and if 

f ThdPurple Ijland, or IJle of Man, wrote by Phi- 
neat Flet 1 her. 


3 


they 
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they meet with your Approbation, I hope you will 
join your Intereft with mine in endeavouring to 
preferve the Work from perilhing.—'ITte Purple 
IJland is to be fure a fuperior Poem, and abounds 
with piRurcfque, ufefuU and Jlriking Sentiments; but 
with that you are well acquainted, as it has fo long 
been a Favourite with you. 

I am now fo very ill, that I fcarce think I fha^ 
live to fee the approaching + Chrijlmas. —Had is 
been in peried Health, and difengaged from other 
Employment, I queition whether I Ihould not have 
retouched the Poetry, changed fevcral of the obfo- 
lete Words, illuftrated the obfeure Paflages by occa- 
fional Notes, and run the Rifque of publifhing the 
Whole at my own Expence . To this I fhould have 
been more particularly inclined, as there arc fo few 
Poems of the fcrlptural Kind, wrote by Men of Ge¬ 
nius; though no Subjects can be equally fublime 
and inftru&ive, or more entertaining j witnels Mil- 
ten's Paradife Lojl , and Pope’s MeJJtah. 

Could not Rivington get fomc one to make thefe 
neceflary Alterations ? Or if He does not care to 
engage in it, would not Dodjley undertake it, who 
is himfelf a Poet, and very capable of abridging it 
in fomc Places, enlarging it in others, and thoroughly 
correcting the whole.—Do you know Mr. Jofeph 
IVarton of Trinity College, Oxford who translated 
Virgil? —He is very capable of doing this; and as 
be is a Clergyman, I fhould imagine He would think 
his Time well employed, in thus contributing to 
our bleiled Matter's Honour. 

Methinks if a Subfcription to modernize valuable 
Authors, and thus refeue them from the Pit of Ob¬ 
livion was properly fet on Foot by fome Men of. 
Eminence, and the Propofals well drawn up, it 

t Mr. Hervey died on Chrijlmas Day, according to 
bis own Supposition. 


Would 
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would meet with due Encouragement. I have of¬ 
ten wondered, that fuch an Attempt has never vet 
been made. How many excellent Books of the kft 
Century are now out of Print, whilft fuch a Num¬ 
ber of ufetefs, and pernicious Writings are conti¬ 
nually publifhed. 

I V°w fpend almoft my whole Time, in reading 
|nd praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed you 
can’t conceive, how the Springs of Life in me arc 
'relaxed, and relaxing: “ What thou doeft do 
“ quickly,” is for me a proper Admonition, as I am 
fo apprehenfive of my approaching Difiolution.—■ 
My dear Friend, attend to “ the one Thing need- 
“ ful ”—With this I fend you my Heart, its warmeft 
good Wifties, and moft tender Affe&ions; and till 
it ceafes to beat, I fhall never ceafe to pray for your 
abundant Happinefs, or to be my dear Sir, 

your fmcerely affe&ionate Friend, 
James Hervey. 

Some of the PafTages mentioned in the preceding 
Letter to have been folded down by Mr. Hervey , 
were as follow: 

In the three following Stanzas, the Poet fpeaks of 
M an as deftitute of all Hope and Remedy without 
thrift. 

Should any to himfelf for Safety fly ? 

The Way to fave himfelf, (if any were) 

Is to fly from himfelf.—Should he rely 

Upon the Promife of his Wife ? what there, 

• What can he fee, but that he moft may fear 
A Siren, fweet to Death ?—Upon his Friends ? 
Who what he needs, or what he hath not lends f 
Or wanting Aid himfelf, Aid to another fends. 


His 
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His Strength f ’.Tis Duft.—His Pleafore? CaOflt 
of Pain* 

His Hope? Falfe Courtier.—Youth or Beauty? 
brittle. 

Intreaty? fond.—Repentance? late and vain. 

Juft Rccompcnce ? the World were all too little; 

• Thy Love ? He hath no Title to a Tittle. 

Hell's Force ? in vain her Furies Hell fhall gather, 
His Servants, Kinfmen, or his Children rather ? v 
His Child (if good) fhall judge j if bad, fhall curfe'- 
his Father. 

His Life ? that brings him to his End, and leaves him. 

His End ? (hat leaves him to begin his Woe. 

His G oods ? What G ood i n that whi ch fo deceives h im. 
His Gods of Wood ? their Feet alas! are flow 
To go to help, which muft be helpt to go. 
Honour, great Worth ? ah, little Worth they be 
Unto their Owners,—Wit ? That makes him fee, 
He wanted Wit, who thought he had it wanting 

* Thee. 

In another Place Repentance and Faith are thus 
deferibed: 

She t in an Arbour fat 

Of thorny Briar, weeping her curfed State, 

And her before a hafty River fled, 

Which her blind Eyes with faithful Pennance fed* 
And all about, the Grafs with Tears hung down 
its Head. 

Her Eyes, tho’ blind Abroad, at Home kept faft. 
Inwards they turned, and look’d into her Head, 

At which Ihe often ,ftarted as aghaft, 

To fee fo fearful Spectacles of Drpad; 

And with one Hand her Bread ftie martyred, 

* Chrift. f Repentance. 

Wound- 
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Woundiflg her Heart the fame to mortify; 

The other a fair Damfel * held her by. 

Which if but once let go, {he f funk immediately. 

In ajjoftier Place is {hewn the Sufficiency of 
Ch riff and Impotency in Man. 

Wh\t hath Man done, that Man {hall not undo 
I’ Sinc< God to him is grown fo near a-kin ? 

Did his F be flav him ? He {hall flay his Foe; 

Has he loft all ? He all again {hall win. 

Is Sin his Mafter? He {hall mailer Sin. 

Too hardy Soul with Sin the Field to try, 

The only Way to conquer was to fly, 

But thus long Death hath liv’d*, and now Death’s 
Self fliall die. 

Chrift is a Path, if any be milled. 

He is a Robe if any naked be; 

If any chance to hunger, he is Bread ; 

If any be a Bondman, he is free. 

If any be but weak, how ftrong is he ? 

To dead Men, Life he is ;—to fick Men Health ; 
To blind Men, Sight; and to the Needy, Wealth ; 
A Pleafure without Lofs;—a Treafure without 
Stealth. 

Dcfpnir , Prcfuntption , Pain-Glory, &c. &c. are 
perfonified in different Farts of the Poem ; but the 
preceding and following Stanzas, will be fuffident 
to give the Reader an Idea of it; and therefore, it 
would be unneceffary to quote all the Paffages to 
which Mr. Hervey had referred. 

Ere long they came near % to a baleful Bow’r, 

* Much like the Mouth of that infernal Cave, 

* Faith. f Repentance. J The Habi¬ 
tation of Defpair deferibed. 

Vox.. II. K Which 
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Which gaping flood all Comers to devour. 

Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy Grave 
That flill for Carrion Carcafes doth crave. 

The G round no Herbs but venomous did bear, 

Js 1 or ragged Trees did leaf, but every wher*. 

Dead Bones, and Skulls were caft, and bodies 
hanged were. 

Upon the Roof the Bird of Sorrow fat 

Keeping back joyful Day with her fad Note, 

And through the fliady Air the fluttering Bat 
Did wave her leathern Sails, and blindly float. 
While with her Wings the fatal Screech-Ov 
fmote 

Th’ unbltflcd Houfc, there on a craggy Stone 
Cf.ljeno *hung, and made a direful Moan, 

And all about the murdered Ghofts did fhriek and 
groan. 

Like cloudy Moon-fliine in fome fhadowy Grove, 
Such was the Light in which Despair did dwell. 
But he himfelf with Night for Darknefs ftrove. 

His black uncombed Locks diftievell’d fell 
About his Face •, thro’ which as Brands of Hell 
Sunk in his Skull, his flaring Eyes did glow. 

Which made him deadly look;—their Glimpfe did 
fhow 

Like Cockatrices Eyes, that Sparks of Poifon 
throw. 

Now he would dream that he from Hcav’n fell. 

And then would fnatch the Air, afraid to fall; 

* One of the Harpyes—See Virgil, JEn. III. 

Inful* lonio in magno: quas dir a C EL A: no, 
llarpyi*quc colunt ah*. 


And 
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And now he thought he finking was to Hell, 

And then would grafp the Earth; and now his 
Stall 

To him Teem’d Hell, and then he out would 


y 'Jk rawl: 

Anp^eyer as he crept would fquint afide, 

he fhould be by Fiends from Hell efpy’d, 
|fAnu>dbrc’d alas ! in Chains for ever to abide. 


Chrift’s Triumph over Death by his Sufferings 
on the Crofs. 

A Tree was firft the Inftrument of Strife, 

Where Eve to Sin her Soul did proftitute ; 

A Tree is now the Inftrument of Life, 

Tho’ ill that Trunk, and Chrift’s fair Body fuit; 
Ah, curfed Tree ! and yet oh blcfl’ed Fruit! 

That Death to him, this Life to us doth give j 
Strange is the Cure, when Things paft Cure revive. 
And the Phylician dies to make his Patient live. 


Chrift’s Triumph over Death by his Paftion in 
the Garden. 

So may we oft a tender Father fee, 

To pleafe his wanton Son, his only Joy, 

Coaft all about to catch the roving Bee, 

And, ftung himfelf, his bufy Hands employ 
To fave the Honey for the gamefome Boy: 

Or from the Snake her rancorous Teeth eraze. 
Making his Child the toothlefs Serpent c'nace, 

Or with his little Hands her fwelling Creft embrace. 

Thus Chrift himfelf to watch and Sorrow gives. 
While dew’d in eafy Sleep dead Peter lies \ 
Thus^vlan in his own Grave fecurely lives. 

White Chrift alive with thoufand Horrors dies; 
Yet more for ours than his own Pardon cries: 



E 132 3 

No Sins he had, yet all our Sins he bare ; 

So much doth God for others Evils care, 

And yet fo carelefs Men for their own Evils are. 


The Treachery of Judas is thus repre 


See drowfy Peter , fee where Judas wakes. 

Where Judas kifles him whom Peter flies ; 

O Kifs, more deadly than the Sting of Snakes! 
Falfe Love more hurtful than true Injuries! 

Ah me ! how dearly God his Servant buys! 

For God his Man at his own Blood doth hold. 

And Man his God for thirty Pence hath fold : 
SoTinfor Silver goes,and Dunghill Drofs for Gold. 


The Spirits of juft Men made perfect, are very 
poetically deferibed in the following Stanza : 

No Sorrow now hangs clouding on their Brow; 

No bloodlefs Malady empales the Face; 

No Age drops on their Hairs his Silver Snow; 

No Nakednefs their Bodies does ernbafe; 

No Poverty themfelves and theirs difgrace; 

No Fear of Death the Joy of Life devours; 

No unchaftc Sleep their precious Time deflow’rs; 
No Lofs, no G rief, no Change wait on.their winged 
Hours. N 


LETTER LII. 

Wcjlon Favelly March 19, 1755. 

Mv dear Friend j 

A Good while ago I received your kind Letteiy 
J *■ and this Week your valuable Parcel. I con- 
fefs myfelf obliged to your Candor, as well as to 
your Judgment, for excufing me, though,*! have 
not abfolutely acquiefced in all your Remarks ; as 
well as for giving me many excellent Corrections 

which 
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which I have moft thankfully adopted. I hope 
what I have written concerning Faith, will occa- 
fion fome calm and friendly Debates; I want to 
have that^Subjedt fifted, cleared, and ftated. 1 muft 
owiu’.'am ftrongly inclined to fide with pur Re- 
fojifters ; I cannot but think they adhere to the 
iJirriolicity of the Gofpel. Chrilt died for me , 
FseinKjo be the Faith preached and taught by the 
Apoftles.—I have not had Time to perufe Mr. **, 
nor your Manufcripts; you can hardly imagine, 
how my Time is engrafted, and my weak Spirits 
almoft overbore, partly by revifing the Work for a 
new Edition, which is put to the Prefs,—partly by 
anfwering a Variety of Letters, fent to me on Occa- 
fion of the Publication ; fome of which cenfure, 
fome approve of the Performance. 

I have read with great Pleafure, your lhort Chro¬ 
nicle ; have fent it to Mr. Mofes Browne, and re¬ 
ceived it again: Hope you can fpare it, till I perufe 
it a fecond Time. 

I have lately been prefented with a magnificent 
and coftly Hebrew Bible, in four Volumes Folio, 
publifhed by Father Houbigant, with which he has 
intermixed the Apocryphal Greek Books, ftyled by 
him Deutcro-Canonui: —Have you fecn this Work 
or heard its Character ? The Author has fubjoined 
Notes to each Chapter, which arc employed chiefly 
in vindicating his Alterations of the Text. He is 
a bold enterprizing Writer, takes great Liberties 
with the lacred Text, and makes very many Alte¬ 
rations; often without the Authority of any Ma- 
nufeript, purely fiom his own critical Judgment, of 
critical Conjecture.—If at any Time, you have a 
Mind to know his Opinion upon any difficult Textj 
t will either tranferibe it in his own Words, of 
give the Subftance of it in Englijh. 

His Interpi etation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me in 
Mind of an Exprcffion in your fhort Chronicle.— 
K 3 “ ’Tis 
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“ ’Tis my Opinion, Abraham had never fo clear a 
“ Sight of the Day of Chrift as at this Time.” I 
fancy, you will not be difpleafed with a Copy of the 
learned Jefuit’s Criticifm. “ Vocavit Hvr^en loci 
“ ejus nm>mn> Dominus videbitur.—Non vi^etur 
“ nc ab futuro mo- aberremus.—Non videbit, >.k n 
“ modo quia non additur quid fit Deus vifuri' ., fea 
“ etiam quia in tota ilia vifione, Hominis'eft vf- 
te dere, Domini vidcri; propter quam caufam Deus 
“ Locum iftum mox nomine Vifionis infigniebat. 

“ Niaiirum Deus Abrahamo id oftendit, quod Abra- 
“ ham vidit & gavifus eft, feu Fiiium Promiffionis 
tl unigenitum pro humano Genere Vietimam olim 
“ futuram. Atque hoc illud eft, quod Memoriae 
“ fempiternae Airaham confecrabat, cum ita fub- 
“ jungeret, Hodie in Monte Dominus videbitur; 
“ illua Hodie fie accipiens, ut accepit Paulas Apof- 
“ tolus illud DavicliSf Hodie ft Vocem ejus audie- 
“ ritis; quod Hodie tamdiu durat, quamdiu S*~ 
“ cula ilia durabunt, de quibus Apoftolus, donee 
“ Hodie cognomipatur. Errant, qui fic imerpre- 
“ tantur, quafi Mofes renarret ufurpatum fuo tern- ■ 
“ pore Proverbium. Nam ft ftc erit, non jam do- 
** cebit Abraham , cur huic loco nomen fecerit, Do- 
“ minus videbitur j quam tamen Nominum Nota- 
“ tionem in facris paginis non omittunt ii, quicun- 
tl que Nomipa rebus imponunt. Quod contra 
plane docebit Abraham , ft de eo Mofes fic narrat, 
** vocavit Nomen loci hujus, Deus videbitur; nam 
“ dixit, ip Monte Deps videbitur.”—This is a 
truly grand and delightful Senfe ; would bid fair 
for Preference, jf it could be fufficiently eftablifhed. 
But, beftdes other Thing? which might be objected 
to this Interpretation, it fee ms probable that the.' 4. 
Lord did not appear to Abraham y only cal’ed to 
pirn —Chrift fays of Abraham , that he '/aw, not 
his Perfon, but his Day; fignifies, I fuppofe, 
much the fame as yn m-n the Remarkables, r* mumu* 
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in any one’s Life. He faw by Faith his Incarna¬ 
tion, Obedience, Death, all-fatisfying Atonement, 
£5V. Is not this the Meaning of our Lord ? 

Now I jim upon the Subject of difficult Texts and 
exaCF interpretations, let me defire your Opinion of 
IJ/’X xxx. 18. I have generally looked upon it, as a 
/Declaration and a Dilplay of God’s infinitely free 
Orach, and profufely rich Goodnefs. The great 
Vitringa confiders it in quite a different Light.— 
“ Moram trahet ron> Jehovah” (are his Words) 
“ in Gratia vobis facienda.”—For which Senfe he 
adds the following Reafon; “ Quia Delicti Gravi- 
“ tas repentinam Gratiam non ferebat, fecundum 
“ Rationes Juftitiae divinx.”—The next Claufe he 
thus explains ; “ Propterea nir, i. c. exaltabitur Ju- 
“ dicio& Juftitia, antequam Gratiam in vos exer- 
“ ceat.” —Houhigant on this Verfe does nothing 
more than offer a fmall Alteration, for a 1 '*' he 
would read art' prxftolabitur, that this Verb may 
correfpond with the preceding nan*. 

I propofed to have clofed the Plan of Theron and 
Afpeifto , with an explicit and pretty copious Treatife 
on Evangelical Holinefs or Obedience ; and to have 
fhewn my true Believer in his dying Moments. If 
your Thoughts fhould happen to take fuch a Turn, 
be fo good, dear Sir, as to fuggeft, what you think 
the moft advifeable and advantageous Way of ma¬ 
naging this important Point.—This would moft 
effectually flop the Mouths oF Ar minians, and be 
the belt Security againft the Abufes of Antinomians. 
I could wifh, if it were the Lord’s Will, that I 
might live to furnifh out one more Volume of this 
Kind, and then— Manum de Tabula. * 5 ‘ 

k As the new Edition is partly finifhed, and the 
PneA proceeding at a great Rate, and as there will 
be f 3 tap few Emendations, you will give me Leave 
to preftnt you with a Sett of what I hope, will be 
leaft imperfeft. Till this Edition is finifhed, let 
K 4 t me 
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me be your Debtor in point of Promife; and in 
point of Affection and Gratitude I will be your 
Debtor, fo long as I am, 

J. HfotWEY. 

LETTER LIII. 

Dear Sir, May 21, 1755. 

TU Y Letters to you muft always begin with 
Thanks, and will generally clofe with Inqui¬ 
ries. 

I am quite a Profelyte to your guarded and fober 
Method of ufing the Hebrew Manufcript; though 
I talked fomc Time ago, with an Adept in the fa- 
cred Language, and a mod devout Student of God’s 
Word, who would not fo much as hear of Altera¬ 
tions, from any Authority, or any Account what¬ 
ever ; Corrections in an infpired Book, were to 
him little better than Sacrilege : The prefent Copy 
of the Bible, he apprehended, was in no Degree, 
t'.ot even a fmgle Jot or Tittle, wrong. I fubferibe 
your Rcafons for rejedling Father H.ubigant’s, and 
in not admitting Mr. Kcnuicott's Expofttion of the 
Hebrew Adagy, nm- rm*. 

I {hall t re a lure up your Remark on the Relative 
•a™, and wilh you had the deftgning or the fuperin- 
tending of the Cuts, which, the Printer of Mr. 
Stockholm's Hijlory cf the Bible, fays, coft eight 
Hundred Pounds. I am delighted with your In¬ 
terpretation of Ifaiah xxx. iS. What a charming 
Reprefentation it gives us of the divine Long-fuf- 
fering, tender Mercy, and prolufc Goodnefs ! Oh ! 
that I might live under the clear Manifeftation of 
■thefe lovely Perfe’dtions ! ~ r 

in Pjltl. xxxvi. 1. Houbigant would read tab in- 
Read of ‘sh, and thus tranflates the Claufe, “ Lo- 

“ quitur 
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“ quitur impius juxta Improbitatem quae eft in me- 
“ dio cordis ejuS.” 

Inftead of r*, Pfal. cxxxiii. 3. he would introduce 
nrr, and juftifics his Alteration from Dent. iv. 48. 
Did yqi- n.v’ir obferve this Paflage, and compare it 
\vith f .Vae Text under Confideration ? 

Ixviii. 16. for tea m he would fubftitute 
-an ir, Mone pinguis” which Alteration he thus 
explains, and thus vindicates. “ Eft mons Dei, 
“ Mons Sion, in queni afportatur Area Foederis; 
“ qui mons, collatione faAa cum caeteris Monti- 
“ bus, quorum Laus eft Pinguedo five Ubertas, 
“ laudatur ob ejus Pinguedinem; ex quo, videli- 
“ cct, tempore cum Montcm habitat Ille, qui pin- 
“ guem fecit Domum Obcd-Edom—Mons Altitu- 
“ dinum, altero in Membro, eft Attributum Mon- 
“ tis Sion, caeteris circum Montibus altioris. Ita- 
“ que Mons Bafan nihil hie ad rem; prsefertim 
“ cum de Monte Sion ea hoc in Pfalmo dicantur, 
“ propter qua ille Mons fit Monti Sion longe an- 
“ teponendus. 

“ Gen. xx. 16. Egodedi Fratri tuo Argenti mille 
“ Pondo, erit id tibi pro Vclaminibus Oculorum, 
“ feu tui tibi aderunt, feu cteteri quicunque Homi- 
“ nes, 11c forte te concupifcant. nron, verbum pro 
“ verbo nam concupifcibilis es ob tuam Pulchri- 
“ tudinem; ex ro: Arabico Verbo, Ducere Uxo- 
“ rem vel EjusMatrimonium anibire.”-~Don’t you 
think, this Method of deducing the Senfe of Hebrew 
Words, from the prefent Arabic, is precarious? If 
we knew the precife Signification which Arabic 
Words bore in the Days of Mofn , and what Words 
were commonly .ufed in that early Age, there 
would be furer Ground to proceed upon. But I 
ajlptshend, the Arabic Language has undergone 
great/Nterations, and received great Improvements, 
fince that Period. That Golius' s Lexicon is no 
more the Arabic , ufed in the Time of Mofcs , than 
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Jthnfon's Diffionary is the Englijh , fpoke in the Days 
of Chaucer. 

My beft Thanks for your Plan. I propofed to 
follow the Track of Mr. MarfhalL in hj^Jiook en¬ 
titled The Go/pel Myjlery ef San£iificatiln-^j(m are 
acquainted, I prefume, with this valuable rie^' of 
fpiritual and experimental Divinity; this, an 1 Mr. 
Erjkint'% Sermons, led me into thofe Nojons of 
Faith, which are delivered in Dialogue xvi. If you 
have that Trcatife, (Marfhall' s I mean,) I fhould 
be much obliged for your Opinion of it. You a Ik, 
how Houhigant reads Gen. xi. 32.—Thus—“ Fue- 
“ runtqne Dies Thare annorum quadraginta quin- 
“ que fupra centum.” This, he fays, is accord¬ 
ing to the Samaritan Copy, and adds—“ Cui Scrip- 
“ tioni adhacrendum e(Te, notat Sam. Bochartus; 
** aliter enim cum Hebraeo Cod. pugnantia didtu- 
** rum Stephanum Diaconum, Atts vii. 4. Quod 
“ fic probatur. Dictum fuitVer. 26. Thare fuifle 
“ annorum 70, cum gigneret Abrahamum. Infra 
“ dicctur (Cap. xii. Ver. 4.) Abrahamum fuifle 
** annorum 75, cum ex Haran in Canaan profec- 
“ tus eft. Lx quo efficitur ut Thare, tempore 
“ illius Profecfionis, Annum ageret 145, atqueadeo 
“ ut Thare, fi quidem vixerit Annos 205, fuerit 
totos Annos 60, huic Profe&ioni fuperftes.—Quae 
** cum ita fint, non jam intelligitur, quare Stepha- 
** nusdixerit Abrahamum fuifle, Mortuo jam Thare, 
“ in Chanaan profectum. Aut fallitur Stephanus, 
“ aut Statuendum cum Sam. Codice, non plus 
“ vixiffe Thare, quam Annos 145. Nam pereum 
“ Numerum, Libri Genefis cum Stephano Difcor- 
“ dia conciliatur.—Erroris Fontem aperuit Bo- 
“ chartus, in litera p 100, pro » 4c, exarata. Erro** 
** ris Fonseo Manifeftior, quod in CodicibusCer- 
“ manicis litera p pede hoc modo decurtatc'p, fere 
fimiliseftLitene His marginal Readingof.£W. 

xii. 
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xil. +0. is thjus.—According to the Samaritan Text, 

v-mai i«3 vno w ittK tamaio bior- *33 ami 
Which he thus tranflatcs (for his Hebrew Text 
is conferred to the common Standard, and only 
in th»” Franflation his Corrections are introdu¬ 
ce^:^ “ Commoratio autem filiorum Ifrael, & 

“ i’a'j-um eorum qui in Terra Canaan & in Terri 
“ -/Eg>pti habitarunt, fuit See.” In litis Note on 
this Paffage he refers the Reader to his Prolegome¬ 
na ; where after he has proved, that by admitting the 
Samaritan Reading, Difficulties otherwife inextri¬ 
cable, are cleared up and removed, he takes to tafk 
Grotius, Le Clerc, and Buxtorf You will perhaps 
be willing to fee his Manner, which on many Oc- 
cafions is like the Scelerata Sinapis, {harp as Muf- 
tard. “ Non incommode, inquiebat Grotius, fic 
“ explicatur: Exi'ium iliud rligyptiacum duraile 
“ ufque ad Annum 430, ex quo Deus Abrabamo 
“ praefignificavernt. In qua Grotiana explicatione 
“ Grotium defidero. Num exilium erat Aigyptia- 
“ cum, turn cum Deus Abrahamo prrefignificabat ? 
“ Vel cui perfuadebat Grotius Mofen haec verba, 
“ ex quo Deus Abrahamo prsefignificaverat, cum 
“ dicere vellet, omififle ? Quae verba cum fuo marte 
“ Grotius, & facra Pagina invita, inferciat, num 
huic potius credemus, ut ea verba omiferit Moy- 
“ fes, fine quibiis intelligi non pollet, imo fecum 
“ ipfe pugnaret, quam Samaritanis, quorum dili— 
“ gentia commontmur Judaios Scribas fuifie neg- 
ligentes? Sed aud^ndus Joan. Clericus. Ma- 
“ lim, inquit, am-fo^oytuv in Maforetico Codice ag- 
“ nofeere, quam Mendum. Vigilas, Clerice, cum 
“ haec loqueris? Negas Hebr. in Volumine efle 
Mendum, hoc eft, Erronem a feribis Judseis pro- 
‘‘'‘fc^ium ; eo potius inclinas, ut fit ampexoyu*, hoc 
“ efV'Mofis ipfius in temporibus notandis Indili- 
“ gentia? Egregiam profedto Indiligentiam, ut 
Moyfes feripferit Annos 430, cum Jcribere debu- 
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“ iffet Annos 215, copraefertim loco, in quo Tetn- 
“ pora tam diligcnter notat Mofcs, ut non modo 
“ Annos computet, fed ipfum etiani ponat Anni 
“ menfem, menfifque ipfum Diem. Quid Buxtor- 
" fium dicemus, non modo, ut caeteri'htiejpretes, 
“ hie tergiverfantem, fed etiam plane negaKfem, 
“ fuifle hie quidquam a Judahs feribis Omifiiim.? 
“ Heus tu, Buxtorfi! lllamne fuifle Mofis .'Scrip- 
“ tionem putas, qua Mofes Mofi contradicat, 
“ Sc aperte mentiri viueatur ? videatur fane, inquit; 
“ fed nihil quidquam amplius Mofcn ScripfifTc mihi 
“ quidem conftat. Quonam igitur padto, Bux- 
“ torfi, Mofen cum Mofe conciliabis ? Non con- 
" ciliabo, inquit, fi non potero, fed veto in Hodi- 
“ erno Cod. Heb. quidquam addi & fuppleri. Quid 
“ ita? Quia, inquit, Codices Heb. omnes hie con- 
“ fcntiur.t & illud Additamentum ignorant. Quod 
“ fi autem Scribae alicujus lapfu, vel etiam plurium 
“ excidifiet, non potuifiet id fieri in omnibus exem- 
w plaribus, fed Buxtorfium nunc linquimus, Bux- 
“ torfianafque nugas, quoniam cas fumus non multq 
“ poll confutaturi.” I intended to have laid be¬ 
fore you a Specimen of his very bold, and I fear, 
rafli Attempts upon the facred Texts ; but thefe I 
muft defer, till I have the Pleafure of fubferibing 
myfelf, on another Paper, 

Your moft obliged, 

And truly affe&ionate Friend, 

J. H E R V E Y. 

LETTER LIV, 


Dear Sir , 

T Keep Mr. ,E —’s Sermon for no other JJhiafon, 
-*■ than to prevent its going into other Hands. I 
am afltamed and forry to fee, that fo celebrated a 

College 



t 1+1 j 

College as—fhould fend out fuel: a Teacher of Di¬ 
vinity. However, I muft acknowledge one Excel¬ 
lence in this Gentleman: He a£ts prudently at 
lcaft, in not over-loading his Pages with Quota¬ 
tions from Scripture. Thofe ftubborn pragmatical 
Things might, perhaps, have rifen up, flared him 
in'ftie Face, and confronted his Notions. Mr. ** 
he rigKi'y judges, will ferve his Turn, much better 
than St. Paul. —Who is Phllalcthes * Ceftritnjis ? 
I fee nothing valuable in his Work, but what comes 
from the Paper-mill and the Printing-prefs; the 
Paper and Type are indeed very beautiful. What 
a wild Proportion is that. Page 124. namely “ thalj. 
“ by Faith in Jefus Chrifl, we underftand the Per- 
“ fuafion of the Mind, that Jefus Chrifl: was fent 
“ from God to redeem, and to injlrutt Mankind.” 
At this rate, the very Devils are endued with the 
Spirit of our God : They believe with this Perfua- 
fion of the Mind, that the Chriflian Revelation is 
true. —Amidft fo many palpable Errors, who fhall 
lead us into Truth? He, that is our gracious Maf- 
ter, and our wonderful Councilor. Dear Sir, let 
us look unto Him, that he may, according to his 
Fromife, guide us continually.—Next to the holy 
Word of God, let us ftudy Marjhall on Sanctifica¬ 
tion . For my Part, I am never weary of reading 
that incomparable, and moft comfortable Book*. 

* Pbilaletbcs Cejlricnfs , is the feigned Name of a 
Gentleman, who wrote the Book Mr. Her-vry here men¬ 
tions, intitled. An Impartial Enquiry into the Nature of 
that Faith ’which is required in the Gofpel, as nec-JJary to 
Salvation: in which is briefly fhewn, upon what righ¬ 
teous Terms Unbelievers may become true Chriftians, 
•Tjd the Cafe of the Deifls is reduced to a fhort Iffue. 
r iife^lotto is. 

In ipsa Fide funt omnia opera quje diligit Deus. 


3 


Are 
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Are you, dear Sir, always thinking, how GockI 
may be done ? I fay with David ; The Lord God 
of Abraham, Ifaac, and of Ifrael our Fathers, keep 
this for ever in the Imagination of the Thoughts of 
the Heart of his Servant! r Chron. xxix. 18. 

As the pubiick Service of our Church is become 
fuch a formal , lifehfs Thing; and, as it is too gene¬ 
rally executed by Perfons fo dead to Godlynefs in 
all their Converfation, I queftion, whether it will 
be Opera pretium , to publifh the Exhortations to 
Minifters and to a devout Attendance on the Church 
Service, which you propofe. I fhould much rather 
fee from your Pen two or three lively, and animat¬ 
ing Forms of Morning and Evening Prayer , with 
clear and fhort Dire A ions, how to pray aright, and 
a proper Method of daily Self-examination. This 
printed in a Halfpenny Pamphlet, we might give 
away to any Body, indeed to every Body: And if 
one in twenty, or even one in fifty proved fuccefs- 
ful, our Pains and Expence would be abundantly 
rccompenfed. We Ihould alfo hereby have fome 
Handle to lay hold on hypocritical. Self-deceiving 
Souls. We might fay, Neighbour, have you got 
thofe Prayers by Heart? Do you conftantly ufe 
them, and examine yourfelf daily by thofe Queftions ? 
—Indeed, indeed, the Exhortations you propofe, 
would only exafperate the Clergy.—-’Tis dangerous 
to meddle with them, or their Proceedings.— You 
are, I hope, in the Way of Duty, and that is the 
Way of Peace and Safety. You may do much 
Good, by dropping a Word for Chrift, on proper 
Occasions. You don’t know, how your Words 
are, by the Generality, regarded > and it is impofli- 
ble for Tongue to tell, how kindly our condefcend- 
ing Master will take the leaf Attempts, whjpif*’ 
proceed from the Love of his Name. /■ 

I intend foon, to return Dr. JVatts on thf Love of 
God. —I wilh it was reprinted.—Pray did you ever 

read 
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read Dr. Delaune’s Sermons ? He was Prefident of 
St. John's College Oxford ; and famed, I am told, for 
being a moft accomplilhed Gentleman. He really 
has more of the Truth of the Gofpel in his twelve 
Sermons, than in all the polite Sermons 1 ever read 
in my Life. For my Part, I fet no Store by our 
modern Difcourfes ; nay, I can hardly bear to read 
fuch infipid, unevangelical Harangues. Much ra¬ 
ther would I read an Oration in Tally, or a Difler- 
tation of Seneca’s. 

When you can fpare the Reverend Dr. Browne’s 
Ejlimate, and likewife his two Sermons preached at 
the Cathedral Church of Carlijle in 1746, juft favour 
me with a Sight of them. I prefume, they will 
not tell me of Jefus, who was crucified ; therefore I 
{hall foon be fatisfied with their Company; for 
though I may find fome Amufement from his fine 
Style, and ftriking Sentiments, yet I find no Confola- 
tion in any Name, nor in any Thing, but only in 
the grand Propitiation and everlafting Righteouf- 
nefs of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.—T hanks 
for Dr. Akenfidc’s Ode to the Country Gentlemen of 
England. —He wrote this with a very good Inten¬ 
tion, and he is certainly a Man of Genius ; but to 
me this Ode reads fomewhat flat: I fear, it will not 
roufe and animate, like the Poems f of Tyrteens. 

This probably will find you returned in Safety 
fiom your Journey.—When the Journey of Life 
is over, I hope we (hall fit down together in ever¬ 
lafting Reft; and fee his Glory, who endured the 
Crofs, and defpifed the Shame. Fill then, and then 
much more, {hall I be, 

moft affectionately your’s, 
James Hervey. 

f '\lyj-teeus was a Poet of Athens, who by his Poem, 
pronoufiped at the Head of the Army, inipired the Spat <•- 
with fo much Courage and Contempt of Death, 
that they obtained a glorious Viiftory. 

LET- 
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LETTER LV. 


bear Sir, 1755. 

TTErewith I fend you the new Edition of 1 heron 
*■ ^ and Ajpafto. It defircs your Acceptance and 
your Prayers, that it may be for the Praife of the 
Glory of God’s Grace in Chrift, and for the Edi¬ 
fication of his People in Faith and Holinefs. 

You will find Dialogue xvi. fomewhat altered; 
and rendered, I hope, left incorreCt, than in the for¬ 
mer Editions: It contains the genuine Sentiments 
of my Heart: But if they recede a Hair’s Breadth 
from the unerring Standard, if they differ in one 
Jot or Tittle from God's holy Word , in that Jot 
or Tittle, I moft earneftly wifli, the World may 
not receive them, and that I myfelf may have Grace 
to retrail them. What you meet with, that appears 
contrary to the *eyos vyin<, axed freely point 
out. This will pleafe, this will profit, and there¬ 
fore this will oblige, 

Dear Sir, your affe&ionate Friend, 

J. Hervey. 

P. S. You will permit me to keep your Manu- 
feripts a little longer ; one of them, the Scriptural 
Chronicle, a Perfon is tranferibing. May the blef- 
fed Jefus tranferibe his Word and his Image on our 
Hearts! 

t L E T T E R LVI. 


My poor Fellow-Sinner Si 

T Received a Letter from you, and Ihould have vl- 
fited you, but my Health is fo much decayed, 
and my Spirits are fo exceedingly tender, tha^-fr' 1 ’ 

/should 

f This Letter was wrote from Wtfton-Favdl to two 
condemned Malefactors, in Northampton Gaol, (name¬ 
ly* 
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could not well bear the •Sight of your Confinement, 
your Chains, and your miferable Circumftances, as 
I can hardly bear the T'houghts of your approaching 
Execution , and your extreme 'Danger of everlajiing 
DcftruSiion. But becaufc I cannot come in Perfon , 
I have fent you the following Lines , which I hope 
you will confider ; and which I befeech the God' of 
all Grace to accompany with his Blejfmg. 

You have been already condemned" at an earthly 
Tribunal; you are alfo condemned by the Law of 
God ; for it is thus written, “ Curfed is every one, 
“ that continueth not in all Things that arc writ- 
“ ten in the Book of the Law to do them *.” If 
every Violation of the divine Law expofes you to a 
Curie, what a Multitude of Curfes are ready to fall 
upon your unhappy Souls!—And remember, this 
is not the Curfe of a mortal Man, but of the great, 
eternal, infinite God. If it was difmal to hear an 
earthly fudge command you to be hanged by the 
Neck till you are dead ; how much more terrible 
to hear the almighty Judge , denounce that unalter¬ 
able Sentence, “ Depart from me, ye Curfed into 
“ everlaftirtg Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
“ Angels f.”—Had you committed but one Sin, 
this would have been your deferved Doom : “ The 

ly, James Smart and Jofeph Brown) about the Middle 
of July 1755. It may not be improper to add, that 
our Lord in pardoning the 'thief on the Crofs in fuch 
an extraordinary Manner, hath (hewn us what he can 
do, that none may defpair: But He hath likeMfe de¬ 
clared in his holy Word what He ordinarily Will do, 
that none may prefume He hath plainly told us, that 
“ without Holmejs, no Man (hall fee the Lord.” (Hch. 
xii- 14.) And that “ every one (hall receive the Thing* 

“ dui.“ in the Body, according to that He hath done, 

" whether it be good', or bad." (2 Cor. v, 10.) 

* Gal. iii. 10. f Matt. xxv. 41. 

Vox.. II. L ' “ Wages 
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** Wages of Sin, of every Sin, is Death How 
much more of thofc manifold Sins and multiplied 
Tranfgreffiops, of which your Confcicnccs rauft ac- 
cufe you!—You are foon to fuffer the Puniftiment 
of the Gallows* and you are liable to the Vengeance 
of the moft high Goa j for thus faith the holy Word, 
“ The Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven 
“ againft all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufnefs of 
“ Men f.” If againft all , and every Injlance of 
Ungodlinefs, then how much more againft your 
Crimes, which have been of the moft abominable 
and horrid Kind !—The Wrath of God ! Tremen¬ 
dous Word ! Who knoweth the Weight and Ter¬ 
ror of his Wrath? At his Rebuke the Rocks melt 
like Wax, the Earth is Ihaken out of its Place, and 
the Pillars of Pleaven tremble. How then can you 
endure the Furioufnefs of his Wrath, and the Seve¬ 
rity of his Vengeance ? And that, not for a Day, a 
Month, or a Year, ,but through all the Ages of 
Eternity! Yet this is'the Doom of them, that know 
not God, and obey not the Gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. They {hall be puni{hed with ever- 
lafting Deftrucfion, from the Prefence of the Lord, 
and from the Glory of his Power. What can you 
do in this diftreffibd Condition ? What indeed! If 
you had a thoufand Years to live, you could not 
atone for one Offence. How then can you make 
Satisfaction for .Millions of Provocations, in the 
Space of a few Days ?—Alas ! you are loft, utterly 
loft, in yourfelves irrecoverably loft. May the God 
of all Power,, make you fcnfihle of your undone 
State ! fenfible, that you are upon the Brink, the very 
Brink, of an amazing, an unfathomable Downfall. 
Perhaps you may fay, is there no Hope then ?. Is tlje 
Door of. Heaven Jhut , and without any PoJJtljy^Ty of 
being opened to us ? Mull we fink into unquench- 

* Rom. vi. 23. f Rom. i. iS. 
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able Burnings; and is there not fo much as a Twig 
for us to catch at? Yes, my poor Fellow-Sinners, 
rhere is not only a Twig, but a Tree, even the 
Tree of Life, a fure Support, which if the Lord 
enables you to lay hold on, you may yet, even yet, 
be faved. Oh! beg of his wonderful Goodnefs to 
accompany what you are going to read, with his 
holy Spirit. 

Chrift, the all-glorious Son of God, pitied the 
deplorable Cafe of fuch Sinners. He not only pi¬ 
tied, but refolved to fuccour and relieve them, b or 
this Purpofe he came into the World, and was 
made Mari. Nay more, he came into the Place, 
and flood in the Stead of Sinners.—Becaufe we had 
broke the Commandments of the Law, He fulfilled 
them in all their Perfection. Becaufe we deferved 
the Punilhment of the Law, He fuftained it in its 
utmofl Extremity.—He became poor, and had not 
where to lay his Head, though Heaven and Earth 
were all his own.—He fubmitted to Scorn and Re¬ 
proach, though all the Angels of God are bidden to 
worfhip Him. Nay, He was condemned to Death, 
the moft (hameful and tormenting Death, far more 
Ihameful, and unfpeakabtv more tormenting, than 
the Death, which you muft Ihortly undergo. He 
fuft'ered unknown Pangs in his Body , and incon¬ 
ceivable Anguilh in his Soul, from the Indignation 
of God. In a Word, He fuffered all that Shame, 
all that Torment, all that Vengeance, which the 
unnumbered Sins of the whole Woild deferved. 
Here then is your Door of Hope.—Sins are borne 
by Chrift, and though there be much Iniquity, there 
is no Condemnation to them , who are in Chrift 
Tefus f.—Wrath is borne by Chrift, fo that Sinners 
who deferve eternal Vengeance, are reconciled to 
Gqd, .and faved from Wrath through Him A 

,f Rom. viii. i. t Rom. v. 9, 10. 
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Righteoufnefs is wrought by Chrift, a perfect and 
everlafting Righteoufnefs, fuch, as brings incompa¬ 
rably greater Honour to God’s Law, than all our 
Tranfgreflions brings Dijhonr.ur. By all this He 
has merited, and obtained a full Deliverance, and 
a complete Redemption.—Arc you not ready to cry 
out—O blefled Saviour! O precious Redemption! 
What a Happinefs,- if we might be intcrcjiccl in this 
Saviour, and partake of this Redemption ! Millions 
of World for fuch a Blcffmg! —You need not give 
Millions of Worlds, no, nor any indivfdual Tiling. 
Thefe Blejfmgs are given freely without Money, and 
without Price, without any deferving Qualifications 
in us. AH, who are juflified, are juftified fiecly 
through the Redemption, that is in thrift Jefus.— 
But we are Sinners, vile Sinners ; we have not only 
Nothing good, but much and grievous Guilt.—The 
Lord convince you of this more and more ! yet re¬ 
member for whom thrift died, “ He died for the 
“ Ungodly." —What fays St. Paul? Indue Time 
Chrift died for the Ungodly f.—He died for the Un- 
jujl .—What fays St. Peter ? Chrift hath once fuf- 
feredfor Sins, the Juft for the Unjujl %.—What fays 
cur Lord himfclf? The Son of Man is come to 
fave that, which was lojl. —Are you not ungodly 
Men r are you not unjujl Pcrfons ? are you not lojl 
Creatures ? For fuch, even for fuch the divine Jefus 
died. Wonderful Love! adorable Compaflion! The 
.Lord enable you to lay hold on this Hope fet before 
you !—Perhaps, you may fay—We are not only 
Sinners, but the chief of Sinners.—Oh that you were 
convinced of this!—To be the efuef of Sinners, 
makes you unpardonable before Men ; but this is 
no Difficulty with Chrift, and fhould be no Hin¬ 
drance of your coming to Chrift. Chrift’s Merit 
and Righteoufnefs are infinite. They are as able 

t^Rom. v. 6 . t 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
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to farisfy for a Debt of ten thoufand Talents, as for 
a. Debt of a finglc Farthing. Hear what the Scrip¬ 
ture faith upon this Subject,This is a faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chrift Jei'us 
came into the World tofave Sinners, of whom I am 
Chief f. He came not to five Sinners only, but the 
very chief of Sinners. And he is able to fave them 
to the very uttermoft.—But our Sins are heinous, 
they have been often repeated, and long continue! 
in.—What fays the Apoftle ? The Blood of Jefus 
Chrift cleanfeth from all Sin. Another Apoftle de¬ 
clares, by Him, by the divinely excellent Redeemer, 
till, that believe, are juftified from all Things, from 
cell Accufations, be they ever fo numerous ; from all 
Iniquities, be they ever fo enormous. Nay, fo 
wonderfully efficacious is the Power of his Death, 
that, tlirough his great Atonement, Sins, which are 
as Crimfon, are made white ; white as Snow J.—- 
But will Chrift vouchfafe this great Salvation to 
us? Hear his own Words, He, that cometh to me 
for Pardon and Salvation, 1 will in no wife cajl out. 
Be his Guilt ever fo great, this fliall be no Bar. I 
will not on any Conlideration rejedt, or deny his 
Suit. Only let him come as a poor, undone Crea¬ 
ture, and he (hail find me willing, and mighty to 
fave; nay, he invites you to come. Thefe are his 
gracious Words, Come unto me, all ye, that labour 
and are heavy laden, heavy laden with Sin and Mi- 
fery, and I will give you Rejl §. 1 will deliver you 

from going down into the Pit, I will deliver you 
from the Vengeance of eternal Fire. All your Sins 
lhall be upon me, and all my Righteoufnefs fliall be 
upon you. — Go to a great Man on Earth, beg of 
him to ufe his Intereft in your Behalf; He would 
foorn to take Notice of you. But your dear, ten¬ 
der, compaflionate, moft condefcending Saviour, ift- 

t i Tin?. »• ij. t Jfai. i. 18. § Matt. xi. 28. 

L 3 vitCS 



t 150 J 

vites you tc> conic to him, and allures you he will 
not abhor, nor cajl you out .—Go to your earthly 
Judge, intreat him on your bended Knees, to pardon 
you—fie, perhaps cannot, muft not: The Laws 
forbid him. But it is not fo with Je(us Chrift, He 
has made a full Satisfatfion for Sin : He has made 
an infinite Atonement for Sin ; and were your Sins 
ten tfcoufand thoufand Times greater than they are, 
jprfore the Power of his Death they would all vanifh 
away; by the warning of his Blood, they would all 
be as though they had never been. 

This then fhould be the one Defirc of your Souls, 
your incejfant Prayer to God, that you may come to 
Chrift, that you may believe in Chrift, you may be 
found in Chrift: Then you will not perifh, though 
you deferve it, but have everlafting Life, through 
his Name ; then you will have juft the fame Foun¬ 
dation for your Hope, as 1 mult myfelf have when 
I fhall depart this Lile: When I Ihali be fummoned 
to the great Tribunal, what will be my Plea, what 
my Dependence ? Nothing but Cbrijll Chrift would 
1 fay, has been wounded for my Sins, therefore they 
will not be punifhed in me. Chrift has fulfilled all 
Righteouihefs in my Stead, therefore I truft to be 
jtiftified when I am judged. I am a poor unworthy 
Sinner, but worthy is the Lamb, that was flain, for 
whofe Sake I fhall receive both pardoning Mercy, 
and everlafting Glory. This is my only Hope ■, 
and this is as free for you, as it is,for your Friend 
syid Fellow-Sinner, 

James Hervey. 

P. S. What I have written, I fhall beg of God to 
iftfs ; and will attend you with my Prayers, though 
I cannot vifit you in Perfon. 

' K \> ’ • • 


% 


LET- 



C r 5* J 

LETTER LVII. 

My dear Friend , IVeJhn-Favcll ', Sept, io, 1755. 

XT' O U may juftly wonder, that I have not acknow- 
ledged the Favour of your laft, long before 
this. Do me the Juftice to believe, that it is not 
owing to the leall Difelteem of your Corrcfpon- 
dence, or any Infenfibility of your Kindnefs. I hope 
my Heart is, though fadly depraved, yet fmccrely 
grateful; and I am fure, 1 efteem your Letters- as 
Treafures: Though I deilroy almoll all I receive, 
every one of your’s is preferved. Let me, therefore, 
earneltly beg that you will not follow my Exam¬ 
ple, but fuffer your Letters to be much moie fpeedy 
in their Arrival than mine.—You would more ea- 
iily excufe me, if you knew me. The Grafhopper 
is a Burden to me. Every Elaft blows me down, 
or my continual Indifpofition and inconceivable 
Languors pierce through me : I now hang a fwel- 
led Face over my Paper ; occafioned only by taking 
the Air Yelterday in my Chair, and finding alharp^r 
Atmofphere, than for many Weeks I had been ac- 
cullomed to. Pray 1 or me, dear Sir, that, eftablilh- 
ed in Chrilt, and ftrong in his Faith, I may be look¬ 
ing for, and hailing to the coming of the Day of 
God; when this poor, enervated, crazy Body will 
(to the everlafting Glory of free Grace) be made 
like unto Chnft’s glorious Body. 

I live with my Mother and a Siller: Our Me¬ 
thod is every Morning at Nine, when we breakfaft, 
to read a Verfe or two from the Bible, and make it 
the Subject: of our Converfation. The other Day, 
we were reading in Pfalm lxxxiv. 4. Immediately 
a Doubt arofe in my Mind, how the Fa£t, which is. 
here affirmed, could poffibly happen. Could the 
Sparrows, and Swallows build their Nells, lay their 
Eggs, and hatch their Young, on -God’s Alter* 
L 4 which. 
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which was every Morning and Evening ftatedly, anff 
I fiippofe many other Times in the Day occajionffily, 
furroundcd by Crouds of Worfhippers, on which 
the far red Fire was conftantly burning ; ar.d which 
was in a Manner covered with Flame and Smoke, 
whenever the Sacrifices (c--k) were offered. Now 
to have Bird! lay afide all their Fear of Man, their 
greater Dread of Fire, and make fuch an Jltar their 
Houfe, is ftrangc, is fcarce credible, and muff, if 
true, be miraculous.—Confulting Iioubigant, I find, 
he was fenfible of the Difficulty, and folves it ? not 
from any Manufcript, but from his own Invention, 
thus :— Nos vero , ne Oratio trunca maneat , fupple- 
mus, ante rninzio nx, base duo Verba , 'no -jki. Ego vero 
quando tandem , taciio Verbs rrnx, adcro ad , quod folet 
retireri. 

I have met with other bold Strokes in this Com¬ 
mentator, which I want to fubmit to your Exami¬ 
nation. But thefe let me poftponc, in order to de¬ 
fire your Opinion concerning the Plan of my nnv 
IVork ; which, with a weak Hand and defponding 
Heart, I have fketched out, determined to try (tho’ 
with very little Hope of being enabled to execute) 
refting fatisfied in this Perfuafion, that the Iflue of 
Things are in the Hand of the Lord, and He will 
fruftratc, or accomplilh, as he knows to be moft 
expedient. 

The PLAN of the Supplement to Theron and 
Afpafio. 

Pleafure and Happinefs of Chrift’s Religion (for 
I am of the fame Mind with Mr. Marjhall in his 
Treatife on Sanctification, namely, that we muff par¬ 
take of the Comforts of the Gojpel, before we can 
pradtife the Duties of the Law)—Theron opprelled 
with Fears, on Account of his numerous Sias.— 
Difcouraged with Doubts, on Account of his im¬ 
perfect 
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perfed Obedience.—The Cordials of the Gofpel 
re-adminiftered, with fome additional Spirit and 
Strength.—Objections to Aflurance of Faith ftated, 
difcuffed, anfwered.—Vital Holinefs; its Nature, 
Neceffity, Excellency.—Its grand Efficient, the blef- 
fed Spirit—Its principal Inftrument, true Faith, mix¬ 
ed with which, the Scriptures, the Lord’s Supper, 
Prayer, the divine Promifes, are powerful and efFedual' 
Means: difunited from which, they are a dead Let¬ 
ter and infignificant Ordinances.—The evangelical 
Principles of Holinefs, fuch as “ I bcfeech you, by 
“ the Mercies of God, ye are bought with a Price, 
“ ye are the Temples of the living God, Is'c.” — 
All" thefe Privileges, though not hereditary, yet in- 
defeafiblc; or the final Perfeverance of the Be¬ 
liever.—Our Friends part, renew their Correfpon- 
dcnce; Theron defires to glorify the God of his Sal¬ 
vation, alks Advice concerning the heft Method of 
Family Worfhip, educating Children, intruding 
Servants, edifying Acquaintance.—On each of thefe 
Particulars ytjpajio fatisfies his Inquiry, enlarges on 
the Subject of Education, cfpecialty of Daughters-, 
as that i’eems to be mod neglected, or the proper 
Way of conducting it at leaf! underftood.—Letter 
on the Covenant of Grace, comprifing the Sub- 
itance, and being a Kind of Recapitulation, of the 
three foregoing Volumes .—Jfpafo feized with a 
fudden and fatal Illnefs ; his Sentiments and Beha¬ 
viour in his laft Moments. 

If, dear Sir, you fee any Thing in this Piatt, which 
is improper, corred it; any Thing, which is defec¬ 
tive, fupply it j and if any Thoughts occur on any 
of the Topicics, be fo kind as to fugged them.— 
Pray have you ever feen a Book, lately prefented to 
me, and infilled. The Marrow of modern Divinity f, 

with 

t Thtf thirteenth Edition was ; print^d, in 174^-— 
Sold by Miliar in the Strand, --afcd Ditty, in the Paul- 

fry : 
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with Notes by Mr. Bojlon? If you have feen it, 
you will not deny me the Satisfaction of knowing 
your Sentiments concerning it. Yeftcrday a learned 
Minifter (a Stranger) called upon me, and among 
other Subjects, we talked of that remarkable Paf- 
fage in Ijhiah , She hath received oftnc Lord’s Hand 
double f r all her Sins. What do you think is the 
exaCt Meaning of the Prophet ? o^aa is a peculiar 
Word. H:ukigant tranflates the Claufe, Po/iquam 
pro Pcccatis fuis Adult is dedit Domino duplices Paenas ; 
and fuppofes the two Captivities, Jflyrian and Ro¬ 
man , to be the double Punijhment. My pious V ifi- 
tant referred it to the Satisfaction made by Jefus 
Chrift. 1 objected, that God, not the Church, re¬ 
ceived this. To which he replied, that the Church 
receives the Benefit of the Satisfaction; arid the 
Exprcfiion might be fynechdochical, the Thing pur- 
chafcd for the Thing purchafing. This Interpre¬ 
tation, I fancy, would have been clearer and lefs ex¬ 
ceptionable, if he had uled the Word Punifhment, 
inftead of Satisfaction. Then, as Chrift and the 
Church arc one, his Sufferings might be called hcr’s , 
and bis Righteoufnefs is reckoned hcr’s.—Vitringa 
give a future Signification to the Verb nrpb. She 
mall receive, not double Punijhment , but double Blef- 
fittgs. Agreeably to that Doctrine taught by St. 
Paul, Where Sin hath abounded, Grace fhall much 
more abound.—I fhall be glad of your Opinion on 
this Point; glad of your Afliftance in my purpofed 
Work, and above all, glad of your fervent Prayers for, 
Dear Sir, 
your obliged, 

and faithful Friend, 
James Hervey. 

try : The Author endeavours to reconcile and heal un¬ 
happy Differences on feveral difputable Points; - and 
writes in a plain familiar Style without Bitternefs againft, 
or indecent Reflections upon others. 

L E T- 
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LETTER LVIII. 


T HANKS to my dear Friend for the Perufal of 
Dr. Glynn's Poem, intitled. The Day of Judg¬ 
ment. It is not void of Elegance and Spirit; but, 
methinks, it wants that Energy and Pathos, which 
on fo interefting and folcmn an Occafion, Ihould 
awe, tranfpoij, and agitate our Soule. But the 
great Deficiency is, that it neglofts to aferibe pro¬ 
per Honour to Jefus Chrift. He is, indeed ,/lightly 
mentioned, juft at the Clofe; but He Ihould have 
made the diftinguifhed Figure throughout the whole 
Piece. All Judgment is committed to Him. St. 
Paul calls the Day of judgment, the Day of Chrift. 
We muft all ftand before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chrift ; then Ihall we behold the glorious appearing 
of the great God, even of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
But not a Glimpfe of this is feen in Dr. Glynn's 
Poem. 

-Do you afk, what I think of the polite * **’s 

Sermon ? It is a mere moral Efl'ay, not a Sermon: 
—It wants the Light of Chrift.—To fpeak the 
Truth, I think it an errant Cyclops. 

Monjlrum , horrendum, cui Lumen ademptum. 

A hideous, cyelefs Monfter. Virgil /En. B. III. 

From fuch Preachers , and fuch Sermons , good 
Lord deliver us ! Is any Remedy for Sins comparer 
ble to the Blood, the Righteoufnefs, the Imerceftion 
of a divine Redeemer ? Pity, ten thoufand Pities, fo 
great a Man (for fo the Author really is) Ihould not 
knew, or Ihould totally overlook the grand Peculiarity 
of the Gofpel. It grieves me to think, fuch un- 
chriftian Docftrine Ihould be thus propagated : If a 
fair Opportunity offers, I would gladly bear my 
TeftimoHy againft fuch enormous Ptrverfion of the 
Gofpel of Chrift. 


I cannot 
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I cannot think the Manufeript Sermon, which 
you have now fent me, is of fuch diftinguilhed Ex¬ 
cellence, as to deferve a Publication. It does not 
feem calculated cither to alarm, to comfort, or im- 
prel's.—There is nothing of the Orator, no fearch- 
ing Application, no ftriking Addrefs.—The Preface 
is not fo judicious as I could wilh, it anticipates 
what is faid under the following Heads, and renders 
fome Part of them tautological.—The Text is not 
exhaufted. Of feveral cmphatical Words no No¬ 
tice is taken. / fay unto you. Ye fliall in no Cafe ; 
of the Kingdom of Heaven nothing particular is 
laid. Indeed, there is a Hint or two in the Con- 
clufion, referring to this Subject; but too rambling, 
indiftindt, and not with fuch a Similiarity to the 
Text as might be obferved.—The Preacher fup- 
pofes all his Hearers to be of the fame Charafter, 
and ranks them all in one Oafs. A Practice which 
difeerning People will not admire; and which is 
hardly confident with the apoftolical Rule, “ Right- 
“ ly dividing the Word of Truth;” or with our 
Lord’s Direction, “ To give each his Portion,” 
fuited to their refpedtive States.—Ilove Mr. R*** 
as a worthy good Man, but I declined the Office of 
revifing his Sermon, becaufe I was fenfiblc, 1 could 
not make it fuch, as I Ihould chufe to fee printed. 
However, if it is printed, I heartily wifh the Lief¬ 
ling of the Lord might attend it; that true Reli¬ 
gion may be promoted, and immortal Souls edified. 

When the Pope is infiallcd, he is reminded of 
this moft weighty Truth; SanSie Pater , Dies A'ter- 
nitatis cogita. Let me fay— Fir dilchiffime , Dies 
Aternitatis cogita. —We were all pleafed with your 
laft Converfation. It was like your Book, and like 
yourfef —Remember, my dear Friend, when you 
are "in Company, that you have written a pious Book , 
and do not invalidate all your Exhortations to others, 
by forgetting them in your own Converfation. ’T»8 
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/LV, ah! ’tis this, which deftroys what we build; 
confirms People in Luke warm nefs; and does un- 
fpcakably more Mifchicf than can be enumerated in 
this Letter.—Let no corrupt Communication pro¬ 
ceed out .of your Mouth, lays St. Paul, but that, 
which is good to the Ufe of edifying, that it may mi- 
niftcr Grace to the Hearers. 

The Paper you inquire after is loft in the immane 
Barathrum of iny loofe Papers. If ever it emerges, 
it {hall be reftored.—May my Friend’s Soul be, not 
as the prefent State of the Paftures and Meads, but 
as a watered Garden, whofe Waters fail not. 

— 1 have perufed Mr. IVitherfpoon' % Ejffay on im¬ 
puted Righteoufncfs: May we every Day experience 
that fawftifying Efficacy, on which his Difcourie 
turns. Sandtify them, faith our Lord, by thy Truth. 
—I thank you for your Admonition : 1 will bear it 
in 'my Memory; and may our divine Mafter ena¬ 
ble me to obferve it! 

—Oh, for a candid Spirit! It gives Gracefulnefs 
tc our Caufc ; it diminifhes not the Weight of our 
Argument, and furcly it does Honour to the Chrif- 
tian Charadter. 

—Thanks for Mr. Ma fan's f Odes. Polifhed 
Performances; but not equal, in my Judgment, to 
his 7 /is, or his Aionody on Pope. I think, I could 
point out a Defcfi (or two) in thefe Poems, but no¬ 
thing defective could I difeern in tbofe. ’Tis Pity 
but Gratitude to the fupreme Benefadtor actuated 
our Hearts, and guided our Pens. The rich Bene¬ 
fits of Memory difplayed by the elegant Mr. Mafon / 
and not one Acknowledgment to the blefled Author of 
Al. The Poet fhines, but where is the Chri/lian ? 

I am, ever your's, 

James HerFey. 

* t Odes on Memory—Independency—Melancholy— 
and the Fate of Tyranny. 


I. E T- 
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LETTER LIX. 


My dear Friend , 

r PHIS Morning I wrote to my Bookfeller, and 
therein told him, that I think he need not be 
much concerned at the fcurrilous Treatment, which 
the Reviewers have beftowed on my Edition of 
Jenks' s + Meditations. It will injure their own Cha¬ 
racter, and leflen their own Credit; not depreciate 
the Works of that excellent Man.—I do afl'ure you, 
it gives me not the leaft Concern 5 I don’t covet 

+ Mr. fenks was Reft or of Harley in Sbtofjhire, and 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Earl of Brad¬ 
ford. Mr. Hermes, in 1757, publifhed in two Vo¬ 
lumes, Oftavo, a neat Edition of his Meditations upon 
< various and important Subjefls, to which he wrote an 
introductory Preface, in which he fays (fpeaking of 
this Work of Mr. fenbs' s) that “ there is fcarce any 
“ Circumftance of the Chriftian Life, which folieits 
“ the Afliftance of a fpiritual Phyfcian, but may be 
“ accommodated with feafonable and fuitable Relief 
“ from this ample Difpenfatory of Edification, Kx- 
“ hortation, and Comfort (See 1 Cor. xiv. 3.)— Here 
“ are (if I may purfue the medicinal Allufton) Cor- 
“ dials to cheer tne Drooping, Rcftorativcs to heal the 
“ Back-fliding; Stimulatives to quicken the Supine j 
“ with Lenitives to eafe the Anguiih of Confciencc, 
“ and make the Bones which Sin has broken, to re- 
" joice (Pfalm li. 8.)—Neither are we clogged with 
“ a tedious Multiplicity of Remedies, in any Cafe of 

Dill refs ; nor wearied with a dry Detail of all that 
“ can be faid upon any Point of Inquiry.—On the 
“ contrary, the moft fpirited Doftrines, and the 
“ moft fovefeign Confoiaticns are both ikilfully 
** felcfted, and pertinently applied, with this weli- 
“ judged Defign of improving and exhilarating the 
** Mind, without overcharging or barthening the Me- 
** ihory.” 


Reputa- 
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Reputation; I defire, every Day, to be more and 
more dead to the Honour, that cometh of Men. 
Yet it is my fincere Opinion, that fuch very foul 
and very abufive Language would awaken in the 
generous Reader a Spirit of Refentment. As a 
Proof I inclofe a Letter from Mr. P —, a very in¬ 
genious young Clergyman, whom I fometime ago- 
mentioned to you under this Chara&er. The Let¬ 
ter, I think, will do him as much Honour as it 
docs me: It is fit to appear in Print; but I would 
on no Account take any fuch Freedom, with a pri¬ 
vate Epidle.—I would not have our Friend in Lon¬ 
don givehimfelf any Manner of Trouble to prevent 
any future Inftanccs of this Kind of Benevolence 
from the Reviewers. I depend not on their Favour, 
but on Him , whom Heaven and Earth, and Hell 
obey. Who conftrained even Balaam to fay, “How 
“ mail I atrfe, whom the Lord hath net curled ?” 
We are all obliged to mydear Friend for intcrefting. 
himfclf in our Behalf, but we defire him not to take 
the Trouble of writing on Tuefday, becaufe it will 
be too late. The little Clofes are to be put up for 
Sale on Monday , and A — will, I fuppofe, out-bid 
my Brother; yet if difappointed in this , blefled be 
God for a Treafure in Heaven that faileth not. An 
Inheritance, that is apSapIo;, not perifhable, but lad¬ 
ing as Eternity; apiatV, not tarniflied, but free 
from every Circumftance of Alloy; not 

fading, but always in the fulled, frefljed Bloom of 
Perfe&ion, Glory, and Joy.— 

Poor Mr. Hunter, I am informed, has almod loft 
his Sight, is extremely ill; his Life, it is thought* 
will follow his Sight. Lord, that He and we may- 
fee by Faith t!)e Lord’s Chrift!—Bleffed be Godj 
in Chrift all Fullncis dwells, all Fullncfs of Merit 
and Rightcoufnel's, of Grace and Salvation; and 
this is for the Unworthy, for Sinners, for “ whom 

. “ ever 
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« ever will;” therefore, for my dear Friend, 
and for 

his ever aftciftionate 
James Her vet. 

LETTER LX. 

Reverend and dear Sir, IVejhn, Aug. 12, 1754. 
T Received your Favour from Ijlington, and acknow- 
-*■ ledge inyitif indebted to you for a preceding one 
from Scotland. I am both to you, and to other of 
my worthy Corrcfpondents, quite an Infolvcnt ; yet 
truft my many'Infirmities, in Concurrence with 
your Candour, will plead my Excufe. 

I called rnyfeif an Injolvent ; but I fhall ere long 
make one publick Effort to pay from the Prefs, all 
my Debts of an epiftolary Nature; the Payment, 

1 confefs, will not be in the very fame Specie, but 
it will bear the fame Image and Superfcription, not 
Cttfar ’s but Chrift’s: This will recommend it to 
my Corrcfpondents, and not only befpeak their kind 
Acceptance of it, but engage their cordial Prayers 
in its Behalf. Do, my dear Sir, remember my 
poor Enterprifc, when you call upon him, who is 
omnipotent: He can bid the Wounded come againft 
the Fortrefs, and the Lame take the Prey. Unlefs 
He fuccour, unlefs He fupport, what can Impotence 
itfelf expect, but to mifearry in the Attempt, and 
be a laughing Stock to the Enemy: But I read (and 
this encourages me) “ It is not by Might, nor by 
“ Strength, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord.” 

I did not know till your’s informed me, that Mr. 
** was gone to his long, and I truft to his happy 
Home. Oh that we, who furvive, may have our 
Affcdlions fixed there , where our God and Saviour 
refides, whither our Friends and Relations *dre re¬ 
moved. 


I wife 
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I wife you and your Wife, much Joy. in eaqh 
other, but much more in Ch*ift Jefus. As the 
Bridegroom rejoiceth over the Brtde^ fo may the 
Lord your God rejoice over you kpfh. "Let me b^g 
of you to prefent my affectionate .Salutations to 
good Mr. G — —. Affure him, that i»y Silence did 
not proceed from any Indifference to his Friend- 
fhip, or Difefteem for his Work; but I was much 
indifpofed. I had nothing to BQtBnjtanicate, and to 
have written in. {vxh Circumftinces',, would have 
been burdenfome to me, and unfervicea^e to him 
My refpeftfiul Compliments attend Mrs. O —, your 
Wife, and yourfelf, and I intreat your united 
Prayers for. 

Dear Sir, 

your fincere friend, 
and Brother in Chriff, 
Jam£s Hsrvit. 

P. S. The inclofed Collection of fcriptural Pro- 
mifes, are a little Prefent which I make to rriy Peo¬ 
ple. They are intended to be pafted, one at the 
Beginning, the other at the End of religious Books. 
Perhaps fome of your Friends may not difdain this 
fpiritunl Nofegay, becaufe, though' ljttle, it is culled 
from the Garden of God, 

LETTER LXI. 

Dear Sir, Wednesday Morning,* 

T Was lately favoured at Weffon-with a Vifit from 
A the Rev. Mr. Walker , of Truro, who is indeed a 
moft excellent Man, much of a Gentleman, and 
feems well to deferve the Character He bears: There 
is fomettfing in him very engaging, yet very verier' 
rable.—During our Conver&tion, I felt a Kifld of . 

Vol. II. M reYcren- ‘ 
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reverential Awe on my Mind, blended with more 
titan fraternal AffeCtion. How old is he ? By his 
Looks he appears to be paft Forty. What a Re¬ 
proach is it to our Men in Power, nay to the Na¬ 
tion itfelf, that fo valuable a Perfon fhould at this 
Time of Life be no more than a Country Curate. 
—-But He, good Man! difregards the Things of 
this World.— That Time, which too many of his 
Brethren fpend, to the Difgrace of their Function, 
in worldly Compliances, and hunting after Church 
Preferments', He employs as a faithful Labourer, in 
the Vineyard of Chrift; and pays all due Obedience 
to the Apoftles important Injunction “ Redeem 
“ Time /”—How would fome of the primitive Bi- 
fhops have fought after a Man of his exemplary 
Piety j and have given him every Mark of their real 
Efteem. Sed tempera mutantur, W nos mutamur in 
illis. 

I am much pleafed with the Account of the Re¬ 
ligious Society at Truro , of which Mr. Walker is 
the Founder, and prefent Director.—’Tis an admi¬ 
rable Plan! I would have endeavoured (had my 
Health permitted my Attendance) to have formed 
one of the fame Kind at Northampton. I heartily 
Wifh fo ufeful an Inftitution was more known, ana 
Well eftablifhed in all the principal Towns in this 
Kingdom; as 1 am perfuaded fuch a Society muit 
be productive of great Good, and in fome Degree 
revive the drooping Intereft of Chriftianity,, wherever 
it was prudently managed.—We had in this Neigh¬ 
bourhood a religious Jjfembly , of which I myfelf 
was f a Member, but no one could be admitted, 
Who did not underftand Greek, as the chief Defign 

f The Rules, and Orders of the JJfemlly here men¬ 
tioned, are inferted in the Memoirs relating to Mr. 
fjjfpuey’s Life, prefixed to the firit Volume of-this Col- 
apftioa of his Letters, 

of 
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fcf that Meeting was to improve each other in fcrip- 
tural Knowledge j and confequently could be of lit¬ 
tle Ufe comparatively with Mr. Walker's Plan. 

I have lately read Mr. Warton ’s Edition of Vir¬ 
gil, and much approve the printing the Latin on dne 
Side, and his poeticalTranilation on the other: He 
is a clever Man, but I think he might have enriched 
his Notes with many more Obfervations on the 
Beauties and mafterly Strokes of the Poet.—I 
would not for my own Part give a Straw for thte 
moft accurate Deputations upon a chronological or 
geographical Nicety 5 but I would applaud and 
thank the Critick who will affift me to fee the Art 
and Addrefs, to feel the Force and Fire, and to en¬ 
ter into the Spirit and Delicacy of fuch an Author 
as Virgil. I am, dear Sir, 

with great Refpe£b, 

your obliged and very humble Servant, 
James Hervey. 


Rules f and Orders of a Religious Society, con - 
Jifling of two Clajfes, viz. 

Of Men; into which no Woman cart be admit¬ 
ted. And 

Of married Men, their Wives, and other Women | 
into which no unmarried Man can be admitted. 

Each Clafs meets every other Week alternately . 

Rule I. 

A S the foie Defign of this Society is to promote 
**■ real Holinefs in Heart and Lite, every Mem¬ 
ber of it is to have this continually in View, truft- 
M 2 ing 

f As the Plan and Proceedings of this Society, fo 
teach commended by Mr. Hervey , may probably be ex- 

tenfiveiy 



[ * 6 + ] 

ing in the divine Power, and gracious Condu£t of 
his Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jefus Chriil, to 
excite, advance, and perfeft all Good in us. 

Rule II. 

That in order to the being of one Heart, and one 
Mind, and to prevent all Things, which gender 
Strifes; as well as to remove all Occafion of Of¬ 
fence from being taken againft this Society, no Per- 
fon is to be admitted a Member, or allowed to conti¬ 
nue fuch, who is Member of any other Meeting, or 
follows any other preaching than that of the efta- 
blilhed Miniftry of the Church of England. —That 
none be Members but fuch , as attend the Sacrament 
every Month , and that no Perfon be at any Time in¬ 
troduced except by Requeft of the Director. 

Rule III. 

That no Person be admitted Member but upon 
the Recommendation of the Dire&or, with die Con- 
fent of the Majority of Members then prefent.— 
And that the f Director be the Reverend Mr. 
Walker. 

tenfively ufeful; it is here printed from a private Copy 
by the particular Defire of feveral of Mr. Htrvey's 
Friends; and it is hoped the worthy Direftor and 
Members of the Society at Truro, will excufe the Li¬ 
berty here taken without their Knowledge, when- they 
confider the good Ejfefts, which may probably arife 
from this Publication.' 

t This Society is very happy in having fo accotn- 
plilhed a Perfon at their Heaa.—But where fuch a one 
cannot be had, perhaps it would be prudent to cleft a 
Direftor annually, whofe Office might be continued 
more or lefs Number of Years, as feemed befl, for the 
general Good. 


4 . 


Rule 
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Rule IV. 

That the Members of this Society meet together 
one Evening in a Week at a convenient Place, and 
that they go home at Nine o’Clock.—And that all 
Matters of Bulincfs be done before the Sentences 
begin. 


Rule V. 

That every Member give conjiant Attendance, 
and be prefent at the Hour of meeting precifcly.— 
And that whoever abfepts himfelf four Meetings to¬ 
gether without giving a fatisfaftory Account to the 
Director, which fliall by him be communicated to 
the Society, fliall be looked upon as difaffetted to 
the Society, 


Rule VI. 

That to prevent Confufion, no Perfon be re¬ 
moved from this Society but by the Director, who 
fliall be prefent on fuch Occafions,—That any Mem¬ 
ber do beforehand apply to the Director, in Cafe he 
judges fuch Removal neceflary.—That a diforder- 
ly f Carriage* or a proud, contentious, difputing 
Temper, (the greateft Adverfary to Chriftian Love 
and Peace) be fufficient Ground for fuch Com¬ 
plaint and Removal.- 

f By a diforderly Carriage we mean, not only the 
grofs Commiffion of fcandalous Sins, but alfo what are 
efteemed Matters of little Moment in the Eyes of the 
World; fuch as a light Ufe of the Words Lord, God, 
J e fut, &c, in ordinary Converfation; which we can¬ 
not but interpret as an Evidence of Want of God’s 
L refence in the Heart.—The doing needlefs Bufmefs on 
the Lord’s Day—The frequenting Ale-houfes or Ta¬ 
verns without ntcejfary Bufinefs. 

M g Rul« 



[ i66 ] 

Rule VII. 

That all the Members, confidering the fad Con- 
fequences of Vanity and Amufepients over the Na¬ 
tion, do in Charity to the Souls of others, as well 
as to avoid the Danger of fuch Things themfelves, 
look upon themfelves as obliged to ufe peculiar Cau¬ 
tion , with refpedf to many of the ufual Amufements, 
however innocent they may be, or be thought in 
themfelves; fuch as Cards, Dancings, Clubs for 
Entertainment, Playhoufes, Sports at Feftivals and 
Parifh-feafts, and as much as may be Parifh-feafts 
themfelves—leaft by joining herein they fhould be a 
Hindrance to themfelves, or their Neighbours. 

Rule VIII. 

That with the Confent of the Dire&or, the ma¬ 
jor Pait of the Society have Power to make a new 
Order when Need requires; but that the Propofal 
for this Purpofe be made by the Director.—And 
that any Member may confult the Dire&or here¬ 
upon before the Day of meeting. 

Rule IX. 

That Perfons difpofed to become Members of 
this Society, muft firjl be propofed by the Director, 
in order that the Members of the Society may -ob- 
ferve their Conduct for the Space of three Months 
before Admittance. 


Rule X. 

That every Member do confider himfelf as pe¬ 
culiarly obliged tq live in an inoffcnfive and orderly 
Manner, to the Glory of God and the edifying his 
Neighbours.—That he ftudy to advance in* himfelf, 
8 ||d others. Humility, Faith in our Lord Jelus 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, Love to God, Gofpel Repentance, and new 
Obedience; wherein Chriftian Edification confifts. 
—And that in all his Converfation hereupon, he 
fticks clofe to the plain and obvious Senfe of the holy 
Scriptures , carefully avoiding all Niceties and Re¬ 
finements upon them. 

Rule XI. 

#» 

That thele Orders lhall be read over at leaft four 
Times in the Year by the Director j and that.with 
fuch Deliberation, that each Member may have 
Time to examine himfelf by them. 

Rule XII. 

That the Members of this Society do meekly 
and humbly join together in the following Offices 
of Devotion, 


The Office of Devotion ufed weekly at the Meet¬ 
ing of the Society, 

The Direflor /hall read thefe Sentences , i himfelf and 
every one /landing. 


pODis greatly to be feared in the Afiemblies of 
his Saints, and to be had in Reverence by all 
that are round about him. Pfal. Ixxxix. 7, 

God is a righteous Judge,^rar£, and patient , and 
God is provoked every Day. Pfal. vii, 12. 

God will bring every Work into Judgment with 
every fecret Thing, whether it be good, of whether 
it be evil, Eeclef. xii. 14, 

He that hidetn his Sins fliall not profper, but he 
thatconfefleth and forfaketh them {hall have Mercy, 
Prov, xxviii. 13, 

M 4 If 
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If any Man finncth, we have an Advocate with 
t}ie Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous, and he is the 
Propitiation for our Sins, j Job. ii. i, 2. 

O come let us worlhip, and fall down, and kneel 
hefore the Lord our Maker. Pfal. xcv. 5, 6. 

Then /hall he Jaid thefe three Colletts, all kneeling. 

“ Prevent us, O Lord,” &c. 

“ Blefled Lord, tWio haft caufed all holy Scrip- 
** tures.” &c. 

“ O God, for as much as without thee,” lAc. 

All /eating tbemfelves, a Portion of Scripture /hall he 

read. Then kneeling down, they Jhall join in this 

Confeffion of Sin. 

“ Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jefus 
“ Chrift, Maker of all Things, Judge of all 
“ Men,” £sV. 

“ Our Father, which art,” '(Ac. 

After which the Direttor alone Jhall fay : 

“ Almighty and everlafting God, who hateft no- 
t{ thing that thou haft made,” (Ac. 

O moft holy and bleffed God ! the Creator, Go¬ 
vernor, and Judge pf all j who hateft Falfehood and 
Hypocrily, and wilt not accept the Prayer of feigned 
Lips; but haft promifed to Ihety Mercy to fuch as 
turn unto thee by true Faith and Repentance; 
vouchfaffe, we pray thee, to create in us clean and 
upright Hearts,, through an unfeigned Faith in thy 
Son, our Saviour. To us indeed belongeth Shame 
and Confufioh of Face; we are not worthy to lift 
up our, Sggsf or our V oice towards Heaven; our 
Katua fcS fe depraved^ and our Ways have been 
pfeFWraroefore thee, Oh let not thy Wrath rife 

againft 
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againft us, left we be confumed in a Moment, but 
let thy merciful Bowels yearn over us, and vouch- 
fafe to puiify and pardon us through thine all-fuffi-. 
dent Grace and Mercy in our Lord Jefus Chrift; 
fmee it hath pleafed thee to offer him up as a Sacri¬ 
fice for Sinners, votichfafe, we befeech thee, to 
cieanfe us from all Iniquity through his Blood. We 
believe, that he is able to fave to the uttermoft thofe, 
that come unto thee by Him, and we do earneftly 
defire to embrace Him as our Prince and Saviour; 
Oh give us Repentance and Remiflion of Sin thro’ 
his Name: All we, like Sheep, have gone affray, 
every one in his own Way; good Lord, reduce us 
into thy Fold through this great Shepherd of Souls, 
and be pleafed to lay on Him the Iniquity of us all. 
And as we have much to be forgiven, be pleafed to 
incline our Hearts to love thee much, who for- 
giveft Iniquity, Tranfgreflion, and Sin. Give us 
that Faith , that worketh by Love ; and fuch Love 
as will conftrain us to have regard to all thy Com¬ 
mandments. And make us to look carefully to all 
our Ways, that we may never again do any Thing, 
whereby thy holy Name may be blafphemed, or 
thine Authority defpifed. 

Give us the deepeft Humility , without which we 
can neyer be accepted of thee, our infinitely con- 
defeending God. Make us continually to tread in 
the Steps of our bleffed Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift; being of a meek and quiet Spirit, always 
influenced by the higheft Love of thee , our God, 
and by the moft charitable Difpofition towards all 
Men. % 

Vouchfafe to endue us with the faving Knowledge 
of fpiritual Things, that we may receive all thy 
Truths in the Love of them, in all Patience, Pu¬ 
rity, Juftice, Temperance, Godlinefs, and brotherly 
Kindnefs.; that we may adorn our holy Profeffion 
and refemble the divine Goodnefs of thee our hea¬ 
venly 
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venly Father.—And fince we are not only weak 
and frail, but corrupt and finful, vouchfafe, O Lord, 
to keep us by the Power of thy Holy Spirit that we 
fall no: from our avowed Stedfaftnefs in all Chris¬ 
tian Duty. Preferve us from all the Sin, and Va¬ 
nity to which our Age, Condition, and Nature are 
prone; and to which the Devil, and this World 
may at any Time tempt us. 

Glorify, good God, thy Strength in our Weak- 
nefs, thy Grace in our Pollution, and thy Mercy in 
our Salvation. May our holy Religion be grounded 
and fettled in our Hearts, that out of the good 
Treafurc of a gracious Heart, our Speech may be 
favoury, and our Converfation exemplary; that we 
may be fruitful in all good Works, even to our old 
Age, and to our laft Day. 

Fit us, wc pray thee, for every State of Life, into 
which thy Providence fhall caft us; profper our 
lawful Undertakings; preferve us Night and Day, 
and prepare us for an hopeful Death and a bleffed 
Eternity. 

Be pleafed, we befeech thee, to blefs all thofe So¬ 
cieties, who in truth apply their Hearts to thy Ser¬ 
vice and Glory; Wepray thee be pleafed to ftrength- 
en, cftablilh, and fettle both them , and us, in thy 
holy Faith, Fear, and Love. Let nothing in this 
World difeourage us from the Purfuit of thofe holy 
Purpofes, which thy Spirit hath at any Time put 
into our Hearts, and Minds; but make us all faith¬ 
ful to thee our avowed God, and defired Portion, 
even unto Death; that we at leaft (with thy whole 
Church) may be Partakers of that eternal Life and 
perfect Blifs, which thou haft promifed through Jefus 
Chrift, thy only begotten Son, our Mediator and 
Redeemer. Amen, 

“ Almighty and ever living God, who by thy holy 
“ pottle, haft taught us to make Prayers,',’ &c. 
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Then all Jlanding up , a Pfalm Jhall be Jung and f « 

Sermon ready or a Charge given by the Director. 

After which fame fuitable Prayer Jhall be ufed as he 

Jhall judge Jit. 

Then all Jlanding up, this Exhortation to Humility 
Jhall be read. 

My Brethren, fince the great God has often af- 
fured us in his holy Word, “ that he will refift the 
“ Proud, and give Grace unto the Humble. Jam. 
“ iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5.” Let us confider, that all 
our Undertakings, though never fo good, will fail 
and come to Nought, unlefs we be truly and deeply 
humble. Luke xiv. xi. Indeed it cannot be other- 
wife ; becaufe the proud Perfon quits his Reliance 
on God to reft in himfelf ; which is to exchange a 
Rock for a Reed. 

Alas! What are we, poor empty Nothings ! Gen. 
xxxii. 10. Yea, what is worfe, we are condemned 
pcrifliing Sinners ! we have perhaps Underftanding 
now* but God can foon turn it into Madnefs, 
Dan. iv. 42. We may have fome Attainments in 
Grace, but fpiritual Pride will wither all, and foon 
reduce us to a very profligate and wretched Eftate, 
Ifa. Ixvi. 2. fuch as we have feen others fall into, 
who have begun in the Spirit, and ended in the 
Flefh! What have we, that we have not received ? 
1 Cor. iv. 7. And even that, He who gave it may 
as foon take away. 

Ye, who are young in Years, and younger in 
Grace, (1 Tim. iii. 6.) are in Danger of Self-con¬ 
ceit, and of being puffed up; which is a Quick- 
land, in which Thoufends have been fwallowed up, 
and perifhed. It is not in vain, that the Apoftle 
requires “ That young Men be exhorted to be fober 
“ minded j” Tit. ii. 6. Prov. xvi. 18. which He elfe- 

f The Dire&or, when abroad, or indi/pofed, is to 
appoint what Sermon ihall be read, and by whom. 

3 where 
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where explains, when he fays; “ Let no Man think 
“ of himfelf more highly than he ought to think j 
“ but to think fiberly.” Rom. xii. 3. Ifa. xiv. 
12, 13. 

By Pride the Angels fell from Heaven; (1 Tim. 
iii. 6.) and if ever we climb up to thofe blefled 
Seats, from which they are fallen, it mull be by the 
gracious Steps of Humility and Lowlintfs of Mind. 
(Luke xviii. 14.) “ Wherefore let Him, that thinketh 
“ he ftandeth, take Heed left he fall.” (1 Cor. x. 
12.) “ Let us walk humbly with our God,” and 
ever have lowly Thoughts of our vile Selves, [Rom. 
xi. 20.) of our poor Attainments, and of our de¬ 
fective Performances; and with St. Paul (who was 
Nothing behind the very chiefeft Apoftles) let us al¬ 
ways fay, I am Nothing. (2 Cor. xii. 11.) 

Let us therefore now fing to the Praife and Glory 
of God, to whom alone Praife is due. 

A Pfalm being Jung, the Dire Star Jhall fay , 

“ It is very meet, and right,” (Ac, 

All Jhall join. 

ft Therefore with Angels and Arch-angels,” 

(Ac. 


The DireSlor alone, 

“ May the Grace of our Lord Jtfus Chrift,” 
(Ac. Amen. 


Cenfdtrathnt 
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Confiderations laid before the Members of the Society; 

being the Subfance of the firjl Charge , or Exhorta¬ 
tion , fpoke at its Opening by the Director. 

Brethren, 

y OU expeft, that I lay before you the Defign of 
*■ this Society, and give you feme Cautions con¬ 
cerning it. The Defign is threefold, 1. To glo¬ 
rify God. 2. To be quickened and confirmed our- 
felves. 3. To render us more ufeful among our 
Neighbours. 

I. 

As a Society , we fhall be better able to elorify 
God; for hereby we bear a more evident Tefti- 
mony to the Caufe of Chrift, and make a more 
avowed Confeffion of Him, and his Words in thefe 
evil Days, than we could do when feparate. 

Every one of you defires, that the Kingdom of 
Jefus Chrift were more eftablifhed, and more ho¬ 
nourable in the World than it is ; and you join 
your Hand with others to promote fo defireable an 
End. 

Take thefe Cautions for this Purpofe : 

1 ft. Look upon yourfelf as one aflociated with 
others in Vindication of your Mafler’s Honour. 

2. Never be alhamed of Him, or his Dodlrine, 
or of this Society. 

3. Demean yourfelf to every one as his Difciple, 
by walking in Humility, Meeknefs, heavenly Mind- 
ednefs, Charity after Chrift’s Example. 

4. Keep yourfelf heedfully from all Things, which 
may difgrace your Matter, and this Society; fuch as 
Pride in a Conceit of your Knowledge or Attain¬ 
ments, §r that you are a Member of this Society; 
—valuing yourfelf upon any Diftintfion in Station 

or 
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or Wealth;—finking into a worldly Frame;—of 
declining into Sloth and Idlenefs;—pradtifing the 
leaft Dilhonefty, or conniving at the Difhonefty of 
others;—making Compliances to avoid Shame, or 
promote worldly Intereft;—falling into Lukewarm- 
nefs, and forgetting your firft Love;—flighting pub- 
lick Ordinances. 

5. Often (efpecially before, and after greatTrials) 
refledl, that you belong to a religious Society for pro¬ 
moting the Glory of Chrift. 

II. 

The fecond Defign of this Society is to be quick¬ 
ened, and confirmed Ourfehes: For hereby we {hall 
be better able to maintain the War again!! our Ene¬ 
mies, (efpecially the World) and to grow in Grace; 
feeing by this Aflociation we have the holy Spirit 
to blefs our Exercifes;—{hall have the Benefit of 
mutual Advice f and Reproof;—{hall be more hardy 
to oppofe the Temptations befetting us in this 
wicked World;—{hall walk under a peculiar Re- 
ftraint, as being Members of a religious Society;— 
and {hall be affifted by the Prayers as of one ano¬ 
ther, fo of all good Men in the whole Chriftian 
Church. To this End: 

1. Watch over one another in Love. 

a. Be willing to hear of your Faults, and of the 
Fears and.Sufpicions of thefe your Friends concern¬ 
ing you. 

3. Be watchful againft any Difguft to one ano¬ 
ther ; and if any arifes in you without D.elay tell 
the Party; and if that avail not, tell the Director. 

f There is a moll ufeful little Piece for tlrefe Pur¬ 
poses (PriceTwo-pence, or izs. per Hundred) printed 
for Diily, in the Poultry, and intitled. Regulations and 
Helps for promoting Religious Cotsvtrfation among Chrif 
rum.—-See Dr. Lucas on the Influence of Costverfation. 

4, Defife 
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4_. Defire the Prayers one of another, and pray 
for one another. 

$. Be fure you reft not on your being a Member 
of this Society;—feeking continually to caft off all 
Self-Dependence. 

6. Watch the leaft Decay of Love to Chrift, or 
Zeal for his Honour, and the Good of Souls. 

7. Confirm continually upon your Heart the Ob¬ 
ligations you lie under as a Member of a religious 
Society. 

III. 


The Third Defign of this Society is to render us 
more ufeful among our Neighbours .—Hereby we are 
more obfervable—People will not be fo eafily quiet 
in their Sins.—Good Examples carry a brighter 
and more convincing Light confounding the Works 
of Darknefs. To this End: 

1. Be careful to fet a Chriftian Example before 
the World. 

2. Think not to gain any by making Compli¬ 
ances. 


3. Difcountenance all fuch Things as you fee 
prejudicial to others, fuch as Taverns, Alehoufes, 
Gaming, and many Sports, which are deftruftive to 
Souls. 


4. Shew all Love to Men’s Souls and Bodies. 

5. Avoid all Difputings, which proceed from 
Pride, and nurfe Contention and Variance. 

6. Don’t be angry with thofe, who blame this 
Society, but meekly and filently bear with them. 

7. Don’t in your Heart defpije others , becaulc 
they are not Members of this. Society; 

8. Nor {hew any Valuing of youifelves becaufe 
you are .—Never fpeak of yourfelf as a Member, uii- 
lefs with a View of doing others Good. 


MOTIVES, 
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MOTIVES. 

1. Real Difciples do more than nominal Pro- 
Feflors. 

2. The holy Spirit will ftrengthen, and comfort 
you. 

3. You will have the Bleffing of a quiet Con- 
fdence. 

4. You are engaged in the mod honourable 
Service. 

5. You will promote the Intereft of your Maf- 
tcr. 

6. He will acknowledge your Labours in the Day 
of his Appearing. 

Amen. So be it. 

N. B. Whereas too many People are apt to mif- 
reprefent every Religious Society as a metbodijlical 
Meeting; it was judged neceffary to infert the fol¬ 
lowing Extract from the celebrated Mr. Dodd’s late 
Sermon. “ The Cry of Method)jin is frequently 
“ raifed by l'uch, as are totally ignorant of the Na- 
“ ture of the Accufation; and many are ftigma- 
“ tiiied with the Name , who are perfectly innocent 
** of the Thing. The Obfervations I have made 
“ may poffibly ferve to fettle the Point in fome De- 
“ gree, or at leaft to flop the Tongues of thofc, 
“ who very unjuftly caft the Afperfion, where there 
“ is not the leaft Caufe: And it deferves, perhaps, 
“ to be confidered by all ferious and fincere Pro- 
“ teftants, whether the Affixing the Charge of Mc- 
“ thodifm , &c. Sec. indiferiminately upon Men of 
“ unblamcable Lives, and irreproachable Converfa- 
“ tion, may not tend greatly to prejudice our holy 
“ Faith in general, and to bring a Reproach upon 
“ Chri/lianity itfelf through the pretended Offence 
“ of Methodifm: This may be a Triumph to the 
“ Deijl, and Papifl equally pleafing.—And if foi 

“ can 
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« can we be too accurate in our Diftin&ions, or 
“ too cautious in our Imputations ?—remembering, 
“ that, while we confound Chriftianity and Me- 
“ thodifm, we are doing Difcrcdit to Chriftianity, 
“ in the fame Proportion as we are giving Weight 
“ and Dignity to Methodifm.” See Mr. Dodd’s 
excellent Sermon intitled Unity recommended, preached 
before the religious Societies in and about London , 
at their annual Meeting in the Parifh Church of St. 
Mary-le-Bow on Eafter Monday 1759 ; to which is 
added, an Appendix giving an Account of the ori¬ 
ginal Dcftgn, general Rides, and prefent State of the 
religious Societies.—A farther Account of which 
may be feen in a little Piece wrote in Queen Anne's 
Time by the Reverend Dr. Jojiab Woodward, in- 
titled, An Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the re¬ 
ligious Societies in and about London, and of their En¬ 
deavours for the Reformation of Manners—^The fixth 
Edition. In this little Trait the moft confiderable 
Objections againft religious Societies are fully an- 
fwered. 


LETTER LXII. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon - Favell, Monday Morn. 
T AM much obliged to you for your generous Do- 
A nation of thirty Shillings to purchafe five Hun¬ 
dred of An Earnejl Invitation to the Friends of the 
Ejlablijhed Church, tdc. f —*1 have put the Money 

into 

+ An earnefl Invitation to the Friends of the efta- 
bliihed Church, to join with feveral of their Brethren, 
Clergy and Laity, in fetting apart one Hour in the 
Sunday of every Week for Prayer and Supplication, 
Specially during the prefent troublefome Times. Price 
one Penny, or fix Shillings per Hundred. Sold by 
Withers near the Temtlc Gate .— This Pamphlet is wrote 

N ot. II. N with 
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into the Hands of one, who loves our Lord Jefus 
in Sincerity; and who will take care that the Pamph¬ 
let is properly difperfed according to our Defires.— 
*Tis an excellent Defign :—I daily beg of God to 
llrfi it; for what He vouchfafcs to blcfs , will be bleft 
indeed. 

Inclofed I fend you a Form of Prayer founded on 
the Plan laid down in the Earnejl Invitation , &c.— 
’Twas tranfmitted to me laft Night by a very pious 
Clergyman, who, I believe, was Himfelf the Author 
of it. You may get one of your Sons to tranferibe 
it, if you have not Leifure enough to do it yourfelf ; 
and permit fuch fcrious Perfons to take Copies, as 
you think will make a proper Vfe of it. 

I wilh you that Promife for your Counfellor, which 
we read this Morning at Breakfaft in Ifaiab (Chap¬ 
ter Iviii. 11.) “ The Lord (hall guide thee consi- 
“ nually.” 

I am, my dear Friend, 

ever your’s, while 
James Hervey. 

with great Spirit, and a very good Intention. It.well 
deferves the moll ferious Confederation of the Commu¬ 
nity ; and their hearty Concurrence in fo laudable and 
ufeful a Defegn, may very reafonably be expetted. Let 
us refledi, that our heavenly Father, high and mighty, 
who from his Throne looks down on all the Dwellers 
on Earth, and fees what Multitudes in the different 
Parts of this Kingdom, are at that Hour fervently 
praying to him in fecrct; and all united too in the 
fame Keqnefls, cannot but be plea/cd with fuch a Pro- 
fpe&; and may probably for their Sakes avert the im¬ 
pending Calamities, which are too juftly deferved by 
fo irreligious and dilfolute a Nation. See Ctnefes 
xviii. 3?. 


A ft - 
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Afolemn Aft of Confeflion, and Intercefilon fuitcd to 
the Plan of thofe London Clergy , and other Friends 
to the ejlahlifaed Church, as fpecified in The Earneft 
Invitation, (Ac. requefting all the well difpofed 
Chrijiians (Laity, as well as Clergy ,) throughout 
this Nation to join with them in a folemn Aft of 
Humiliation for one Hour every Sunday Evening , 
viz. from eight of the Clock till nine, on Account of 
their own Sins , and the Sins of this Nation j efpe- 
cially during thefe calamitous Times ; viz. in 1757. 

l.(f \ Blefled Lord, let the Words of my Mouth, 
and the Meditation of my Heart, be at this 
Time acceptable in thy Sight as the Incenfe, and 
let this now lifting up of my Hands be a fweet 
fmelling Sacrifice !—Lord hear my Prayer, and let 
my' Cry come unto thee. 

Moft great and glorious God ! juft and terrible 
in thy Judgments to all obftinate and rebellious 
Sinners, but of infinite Mercy to fuch as with true 
Sorrow and hearty Repentance turn unto thee; look 
down, I befecch thee, with Mercy and Compaffion 
upon me, now prefenting myfelf before thee; own¬ 
ing that I am not worthy fo much as to lift up my 
Eyes to the Throne of thy glorious Majefty! Q 
Lord, my Sins are fo many and fo great, that it is 
owing to thy Mercy alone, that I have not both 
long fince confirmed, but yet have another Oppor¬ 
tunity of humbling myfelf before thee, and begging 
Mercy for my own Soul, who have fo grievoufly 
finned againft thee: I confefs, O Lord, what thou 
knoweft already, but I confefs it to manifeft thy 
Ju/lice , and to glorify thy Mercy, which has ipared 
me fo long. I confefs and acknowledge, O Lord, 
that I brought a depraved and finful Nature into 
the World with me, from whence all my adtual 
Sins ha've flowed, and proceeded as impure Streams 
from a polluted Fountain: Blelted God, I befttch 
N 2 thee. 
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thee, for thy dear Son Jefus Chrift’s fake, to humble 
me, and that greatly for this my original Corrup¬ 
tion ! Lord let me fee it In the ftrongeft Light, and 
never give me Reft and Peace, till from my Soul 
I cry out for, and rely upon the unfinning Obedience 
of my dear Redeemer Jefus Chrift, and the Affijlance 
of the Spirit for Deliverance from it; and grant, 
that this precious Balm may be my Cure, and rc- 
ftore me again to the Image of my God ! 

O Lord I have finned againft thee by wilful and 
adtual Sins, I have left undone thofe Things which 
I ought to have done, and have done thofe Things 
which I ought not to have done! particularly—by 
fuch—and fuch—a Sin. 

As ’tis taken for granted, that every one, who ufes this 
Prayer, has firji of all Jlridly examined himfelf, 
and wrote down all the notorious Sins, both of Conl- 
mijjion and OmiJJidn, of which He could recoiled, 
that he had been guilty during the whole Cdurfe of 
his Life, it would here be proper for him to read 
over that Catalogue of his Offences very deliberate¬ 
ly, that he may be deeply humbled, and truly peni¬ 
tent. 

OLefled God, I can give but a wretched Account 
" of myfelf.—I cannot remember the ten thou- 
fandth Part of my Offences, Lord fave, or I pe- 
rilh v my Crimes are intolerable and fhameful; and 
my Omiffions as well as my Commiflions are innu¬ 
merable : Oh ! what fhall I fay unto thee, or what 
fhall I do ! —Oh ! Thou Preferver of Men ! I am 
fo vile, that I cannot exprefs it; fo finful, that I am 
hateful.to myfelf, and much more abominable muff I 
needs be in thy Sight! 

Oh! I have finned, I have finned! my Sins are 
grown fhameful and aggravated to Amazement! 
Lord 1 I can fay no more, I am aihamed, I am con¬ 
founded in thy Prefence! 

3 


But 
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But yet, O God, thou art the Healer of our 
Breaches, and the Lifter up of our Head; and I muft 
not, I dare not defpair. Thou haft opened a Foun¬ 
tain for Sin and for Uncleanncfs; and therefore I 
am fure, thou delighteft not in the Death of a Sin¬ 
ner ! and though my Sins are great and numberlefs, 
as the Sand which is upon the Sea-fhore, yet they 
are infinitely lefs than thy Mercies, which thou haft 
re vealed to all penitent and returning Sinners in 
Jefus Chrift ! 

For his Sake therefore be pleafed to look down 
into the Duft, and lift up a poor helplefs Sinner 
from the Dunghill! for Chrift’s fake let me not perifh 
in my Folly, nor be confumed in thy heavy Dif- 
pleafure ! For Chrift’s fake give me Time, and Space 
to repent, and give me alfo Power to do it by the 
Affiftance of thy blefled Spirit 1 

Support me with an holy Hope ; confirm me 
with an operative and lively Faith-, and kindle a 
bright and burning Charity in my Soul; give me 
Patience in fuffering, and Severity in judging, and 
in condemning my Sins! that judging myfelfi may 
not be condemned of Thee that, mourning for my 
Sins, I may rejoice in thy Pardon; that deftroying 
my Sins, I may live in Righteoufnefs; that denying 
my own Will, I may always endeavour to perform 
thine ; and that by the Affiftance of thy blefled Spi¬ 
rit, I may overcome all carnal, and fpiritual Wick- 
ednefs. May I walk in thy Light! may I delight 
in thy Service! may I perfect my Obedience; be 
wholly delivered as well from the Power of Sin, as 
Punijhment of it; and fo be for ever preferved from 
thy Wrath; and at laft pafs^m from a certain Ex¬ 
pectation to an aCtual Enjoyment of the Glories of 
thy Kingdom, through Jefus Chrift my blefled Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 

2. And now-. Lord, as I have been confejfing my 
own Siifs, and humbling my Soul before tnee as a 
N 3 private 
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private and particular Perfon, I think myfelf bound 
in Humility and Duty, after the Example of thy 
Servant Daniel , to look upon myfelf in a ftill farther 
ftnful Light, viz. as an Inhabitant of a profligate 
and rebellious Nation ; and fo, like Daniel alfo, to 
confefs the Sins of my People ! May I feel the Con¬ 
cern of the Pfalmijt, when he exclaimed, “ Rivers 
“ of Tears run down mine Eyes, becaufc Men 
“ keep not thy Law (Pfal. cxix. 130.) and oh ! 
that my Supplications, and the Supplications of all 
thof, who, at this appointed Hour, have agreed fo- 
lemnly to feek thy Pace, and to confefs their own 
Sins, and the Sins of the People of this Land; oh 
that they may meet with the fame gracious Accept¬ 
ance with thee, as Daniel did! oh that the Com¬ 
mandment may come forth at the Beginning of our 
Supplication, “ to make an End of our Sips, and 
“ to make Reconciliation for our Iniquities, that 
“ thou mayeft once more be our God, and we be 
“ thy People!” 

Let thy merciful Ears, O God, therefore be open 
unto our Prayers, and fpare all thofe, who confefs 
their Sins unto thee 1 that they, whofe Confciences 
by Sin are accufed, by thy merciful Pardon may be 
abfolved, through Jefus Chrift our Lord ! 

O Lord, the great and faithful God, keeping 
Covenant and Mercy with them , that love him, and 
ktfep his Commandments, ( Dcut . vii. q.) we have 
finned, O Lord, we have committed Iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled by departing 
from thy Precepts and from thy Judgments, neither 
have we hearkened unto thy Servants the Prophets, 
nor to thy Son Jefus Chrift, nor to his Apoftles, 
who in thy holy Word have fpoken unto our Fa¬ 
thers, and the Peopl# of the Land ! 

OLord, Righteoufnefs belongcth unto Thee, Tut 
unto us Confuhon of Face as at this Day,, to our 
Kings, to our Princes, to our Fathers, and to Our- 

felves i 
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felvcs; bccaufe of the Trefpafles which we have 
trefpafled againft thee ; yea, we have all as one Man 
tranfgrefied againft thee, by departing from thee, 
and not obeying thy Voice ! therefore the Curfe is 
poured out upon us, and thou haft confirmed the 
Word, which thou haft fpolce againft us! Thou 
haft brought upon us many and fore Evils, yet made 
we not our Prayer before thee, that \vc might turn 
from our Iniquity, and underjlani thy Truth. 

But, Hefted Lord, to thee belong Mercies and 
Forgivenefles, though we have rebelled againft thee: 
O Lord, wc confefs our Wickednefs and are forry 
for our Sins; we befeech thee therefore according 
to all thy Righteoufnefs and thy gracious Promifes, 
and for the Sake of thy dear Son Jefus Chrift, let 
thine Anger and thy Fury be turned away from us ! 
Bow down thine Ear, O Lord, and hear; open 
thine Eyes, O Lord, and fee, and behold our Mi- 
feries and our Dcfolation ! for we do not preient 
our Supplications before thee, trufting in our own 
Righteoufnefs, but in thy manifold and great Mer¬ 
cies, and in the Truth, which thou haft fhewed of 
old Time to us thy Servants, but thou art the fame, 
whofe Property is always to have Mercy; have 
Mercy upon us, therefore have Mercy upon us, 
moil merciful Father, for thy dear Son our Lord 
Jefus Chrift’s fake, forgive us all that is part, and 
grant that we may ever hereafter fervethee in New- 
nefs of Lifetothe Honour and Glory of thy Name ! 
and let the Confideration of our Sinfulnefs andUn- 
worthinefs, and of thy manifold Warnings to us, 
and long Sufferings towards us, increafe in us true 
Repentance, that Iniquity may not be our Deftruc- 
tion! and increafe in us alfo more and more a live¬ 
ly Faith and Love, fruitful m all holy Obedience, 
that thou mayeft ftill continue thy Favour, together 
with't)ic Light of thy Gofpel to us, and our Pofte- 
N 4 rity l 
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rity! and this we beg for thy dear Son Jefus Chrifl’a 
fake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 

3. And now I have here confefled to thee, my 
own Sins, and the Sins of the People, I defire far¬ 
ther to offer up my Prayers in Behalf of all Man¬ 
kind, that both Jew and Gentile may believe in, and 
glorify thee, the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, 
whom thou haft fent! Protect and prolper thy holy 
Catholick Church, preferve it pure in Dodtrine and 
Worfhip, root out of it whatever is a Scandal to 
thy moil holy Religion ; unite its Profeffors and en¬ 
large its Borders; efpecially blefs that Part of it in 
thefe Nations, to which I belong; and as in thine 
infinite Mercy, thou haft been pleafed to vouchfafe 
us abundant Illumination of thy Gofpel, be pleafed 
to grant, that by our Sins, we may not extinguifli 
the Light of it. 

Inflame the Miniftcrs and Stewards of thy Myf- 
teries with a lively and burning Zeal for the Con- 
verfion of Souls. Imprcfs it deeply upon them; 
that, “ Curfed is he, who doth the Work of the 
‘‘ Lord deceitfully and be pleafed, O Lord, to 
ailift them with thy bleffed Spirit, and to direct them 
to the Ufe of fuch Means as may be effectual to.bring 
about, and accomplifli that defirable and happy 
End, 

Be pleafed likewife to blefs all thofe our diffenting 
Brethren of what Denomination foever they be, who 
love the Lord Jefus Chrift in Sincerity! Reconcile 
our Hearts to them and theirs to us! Grant, that 
there may be an End of thofe Animofitics, and bit¬ 
ter Difputcs, which have fo long and fo fadly dis¬ 
turbed the Peace, and hindered the Union of Pro- 
teftants I and grant alfo that there may be only this 
pne holy Contention iMtween us, whether the Mi- 
Iffters out of the eftabnfhed Church, or they, who 
(ire in it, fhall labour mejt for the Glory pf our 
common Matter, and (or the Salvation of thofe 

Souls 
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Souls committed to their Care, and for whom he 
filed his Blood. 

Blefs likewife our Sovereign Lord King George 
and all his royal Family! Make them pure, and holy 
in their Lives ! raife up an active and vigorous Spi¬ 
rit in their Hearts, for the Punilhment and rooting 
out of Wickednefs and Vice, and for the En¬ 
couragement and Maintenance of true Religion, 
among us. 

And be pleafed, O Lord, to give the Spirit of 
Wifdom to all his Counfellors, and to the Magif- 
trates of all Ranks through the Nation, that they 
may be enabled faithfully to difcharge that great 
Truft, which is repofed in them, to thy Honour, and 
to the Benefit and Advantage of his Majefty and 
the Nation! 

Be pleafed likewife to go forth with our Fleets 
and Armies ! blefs all their Endeavours againft our 
Enemies, and give them Succefs in the Day of 
Battle! 

Have Mercy upon all the aflliEled Members of 
thy Church, whether in Mind, Body, or Eftate f 
Pity their Condition, O Lord, pity it, and lay no 
more upon them, than they are able to bear, but 
give them Deliverance in thy good appointed Time, 
if it be thy blefled Will! Have Compaffion upon 
all, who are in Error, but fincerely feek the Truth ! 
on all, who are engaged in finful Courfes, and led 
captive by their Lulls, that they may have Grace 
and Strength to break their Bonds, and on all thofe 
who never pray for themfdves: Open their Eyes, O 
Lord, and melt their ftony Hearts; awaken them, 
though it be even with Thunder, to a fenftble Feel¬ 
ing of their fad Condition, and for thy Mercy's 
lake fuffer them no longer to fit jn Darknefs and in 
the Shadow of Death : May they fee , before it be 
too late; .the Danger and Madnels of thus living 
without God in the World. 

4. Finally, 
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4. Finally, O Lord, I defire to return thee my 

unfeigned Praifes , and Thankfgivings , for the mani¬ 
fold Expreffions of thy Goodnefs and loving Kind- 
nefs to me, and to all Mankind! I blefs thee for 
my Creation, Prcfervation, and all the Bleilings of 
this Life, and for all the Helps and Advantages, 
which thou haft vouchfafed me for the obtaining a 
better; but above all for thy aftoniftiing Love to 
Mankind in Jefus Chrift, for all that He hath done 
and fuffered for us, and contiuites Jiill to do for us 
by his powerful Intcrcefiion at thy right Hand! 
humbly befeeching thee, that I thy Servant, toge¬ 
ther with all thofe who have lived and died in the 
Faith of his holy Name, may follow the Example 
of his heavenly Life, that finally with them I may be 
made a Partaker of the Merits of his Obedience and 
Death, in a joyful Rcfurredtion toeverlafting Life ! 

All thefe Confeflions* Prayers, Supplications, In- 
terceffions, and Thankfgivings, 1 humbly put up to 
the Throne of Grace, in the Name and Words of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift; who in Com¬ 
panion to our Infirmities hath taught us thus to 
pray. Our Father, tfe. 

The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, &c. 

N. B. The above Prayer may be enlarged and 
improved as Time and Occafion (hall offer ; and it 
may not be improper to remind every Chriftian, that 
the firft Time he makes ufe of it, He ought to fet 
apart at leaft Half an Hour for Self-examination , and 
writing down the Sins of which he finds himfelf 
guilty.—The following Sundays he will reconftder 
■what he has written, and thereby form a Judgment 
•what is his Progrefs in, or Deviation from, the 
Path, which leads to Heaven.—After having fpent 
fome Sunday Evenings in this devout Exercife, He 
fhould be upon his Guard left he be tempted to leave 
it off.—Oh may He never be tired of fuefi - a good 
Work ; The more he frays, the more he will have 
l Strength 
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Strength toperfevere. ’Tis humbly hoped that all, who 
read this, will immediately purchafe the Eurnejl In¬ 
vitation , &c. the Price of which, as has before been 
obferved, is no more than a Penny;—and then, 
after having weighed it with the Attention that a 
Matter of this Importance deferves, they will (to 
ufe the Author’s own Words) “ judge whether it 
“ be not a feafonable, and a jafe Meai'ure, which we 
“ would perfuade vou to take ; and you wdl take it 
“ if you are indeed a Friend to our prefent happy 
“ Eftaiifhment in Church, and State.—Your Love 
“ for them will put you upon doing every Thing, 
“ that lays in your Power to ferve them ; and here 
“ you have a fair Opportunity, of which if you 
“ make ufe, it cannot hut do you Service, and may 
“ be a Bleffing to them. —Pray for them at the ap- 
“ pointed Hour : (namely from eight to nine every 
“ Sunday Evening.)—Determine through God’s 
“ Jjjfance, that Nothing (hall hinder you from 
“ joining us.—Break through ail Engagements, all 
“ Hinderanccs to meet at the Throne of Grace, the 
“ Lord’s People.—[Confider that God knoweth 
“ his fecret ones, and will reward them openly .]— 
“ And moreover for your Encouragement remem- 
“ ber, that He , who fitteth upon the Throne, is 
“ the God who heareth Prayer, and who 
“ has invited you iPfalm 1 . 15.) to call upon him 
“ in the Day of Trouble ; fo will I hear thee, fays 
“ He, and thou (halt praife me.”—What a com¬ 
fortable Promife is here to animate every one to 
make Part of this praying Congregation! 

LETTER LXIII. 

Dear' Sir, Tuefday Morning. 

T Should think my Fricndlhip very weak; and quite 
A unhedged, if I could be offended with the Free¬ 
dom, for which you apologize. Thofe who were 

anciently 
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anciently united in the Bonds of Chriftian Friend- 
ffcip, had this generous Sentiment for their Motto, 
—Amicorum f omnia communia, prater Uxores. 

I rejoice with you in the hopeful young Gentle¬ 
man’s Recovery; a Pledge, I truft, of his eminent 
Proficiency, and extenfive Ufefulnefs, in the Gofpel 
Caufe. 

I acquiefce entirely in Dr. C**’s Reafons; per¬ 
haps, if there was much of the pure evangelical Pe¬ 
culiarity in the recommendatory Vcrfes, it might be 
a forbidding Circumftance to fome Readers. 

Mr. ***is very obliging 5 his Cautions are very 
friendly. I will not fpeak fo plainly to Mr. TV. as 
to Him. I wifh, if it be God’s gracious Will, 
that your little Treatife may be, like Dr. Doddridge 's 
Works, acceptable to every Reader. You fee by 
the Expreflions I have taken the Liberty to under¬ 
line, that Mr. * '* * fees the great Truths of Chrif- 
tianity inverted , juft as we fee Obje£ts in a concave 
Speculum. The good Works , according to his 
Scheme, are the recommending Caufe, and the hlef- 
fed Redeemer is only, like the Mafter of the Cere¬ 
monies, merely to introduce them with a good Grace. 
No, we have not fo learned Chrift: He is our 
Righteoufnefs, as well as our Sanflification. We 
are accepted in the Beloved: “ In him (hall all the 
“ Seed of lfrael be juftified, and in Him lhall they 
“ glory .”—This is the epidemical Miftake; but I 
hope God will fend out his Light and his Truth, 
and rediify our Mifapprehenfions.—I dare fay, that 
amiable and accomplilhed Gentleman, that exem¬ 
plary and fhining Chriftian, that very zealous and 
iuccefsful Preacher, Mr. T — n will be highly 
pleafed to receive the Prefent of your little Trca- 
tife: His good Heart will exult to fee your open 

f Friends have every Thing in common except their 
Wfret. 


Acknowledge- 
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Acknowledgment of the Saviour, whom He fo 
dearly loves.-*—I hope to fee you, or hear from you, 
before you take your Journey; and am, with in- 
crCafing Elleem and Affe&ion, 

moft cordially your’s, 

J. Hervey. 


LETTER LXIV. 

Dear Sifter, 

f Hope this will find my Father better: I heartily 
wifh and daily pray, that the God of everlafting 
Companions may comfort him under his Sorrows; 
—may fandtify his Affliction, and reftorc Him to 
his Health, that he may recover more fpiritual 
Strength before he goes hence, and is no more feen. 

I fent my Brother fome Books; and humbly be- 
feech the Giver of every good Gift to accompany 
them with his heavenly Bleffmg ; for what He blefl'es 
is bleft indeed. 

I could be truly glad to hear your Complaints are 
removedbut if they continue, don’t be difcou- 
raged.—“ Whom the Lord lovetb, he chaftifeth.” 
God had but one Son without Sin, but none without 
Sufferings. Oh ! that his infinite Goodnefs may fanc- 
tify your Tribulations, that they may be the Meant 
of weaning you from the World, and bringing you 
to Jefus Chrift ! You will then one Day fay with 
the Pfalmiji, It is good for me, that I have been 
afflifled. 

1 am, L?.. 

J. Hervey. 


LET- 
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LETTER LXV. 

Jlly dear Friend, Friday Evening. 

A S to the Matter of defending me, I think “ Non 
“ cji tanti.” I am ten thoufand Times more 
for your converging like a Chriftian on every Occa- 
fion: Take all proper Opportunities of glorifying 
your divine Mafter, and be fpreading abroad the 
Savour of his blcffcd Name: It would bring Dig¬ 
nity to your Character I am perfuaded, and would 
command Reverence even from Gainfayers, if you 
was fometimes to make a frank Declaration on this 
Head, and adt accordingly. Don’t fcruplc to bid 
your Patients feek to God for a Bleffing; when 
they are recovered, remind them of their Obliga¬ 
tions to the almighty Phyfician; and that they are 
reftored to Health, not for the poor Purpofcs of 
eating and drinking a little more, but to acquaint 
themfelvcs with Chrift Jefus; to prepare for Eter¬ 
nity; and to make their Salvation fure. This would 
be truly graceful; might do much Good; and 
Ihould any one find Fault with this Pradtice, He 
muft not pretend to the Piety of a Cbrijiian : He 
lias not the Religion of an Heathen-. Such an one 
fhould remember the Conduct, and confider the Sen¬ 
timents of your Brother "Japps. 

Non hac humanis Opibus , non Arte magiflrd 

Proveniunt ; neque Te, rEnca, mea Dextera fervat: 

Major agit Deus, atque Opera ad tnajora remittit. 

Virg. Ain. Lib. xii. 

No mortal Work is this ; no Cure of mine; 

Nor Art’s Effedl, but done by Hands divine: 

’Tis God -•Eneas to the Battle fends; 

’Vis God preferves his Life, for greater Ends. 


Thanks 
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Thanks for your Advice about what I recom¬ 
mended to your Confideration, and about my own 
Health ; God has been better to me, than my ap- 
prehenfive Heart expcdled. Oh that fo Jong as I 
have Breath, it may be employed to his Honour, who 
forgiveth all our bins, and healeth all our Infirmi¬ 
ties ; and when he heals them not, will make them 
a Bleffing. 

Do, my dear Friend, perfift in a prudent Way, to 
bear your Teftimony for a Mailer, who has bought 
you with his very Life, and intends to make you 
Partaker of his everlafting Kingdom. If this docs 
you or your’s any real Harm, reproach me with it, 
when we Ihall both Hand in the Prefence of the 
whole World, and before the Tribunal of our Judge. 

Ever your’s, while 

James Hervey. 

P. S. You tell me that “ your Bufinefs has lain 
“ fo wide, and you have been fo much hurried this 
“ fickly Time, that you have fcarcely had a Quar- 
“ ter of an Hour to yourfelf for thefe laft three. 
“ Weeks.”—Oh! my dear Friend! how much 
foever you may be hurried by the Diftance and the 
Multiplicity of your Avocations, don’t forget to 
fray for that IFijHom, which is profitable (or ufeful) 
to f direct us, even in the fmalleft Matters, much 
more in all great and weighty Affairs.—You, who 
move in fo confficuous a Sphere, fo large a Field of 
Adtion, muff have very particular Occafion, very 
preffing Neceffity for divine Diredtion; and there¬ 
fore that important Ejaculation, Direct me, O 
Lord, fiiould ever be uppermoftin your Thoughts. 

•—“ Take ye Heed, Watch and Pray,” this is the 

kind Admonition of the bleffed Jefus, who well 

• 

f Eccl. x. 10. 


knows 
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knows the human Frame, and fees how very liable 
we are to be drawn aftde by a Variety of Tempta¬ 
tions with which we are daily furrounded. 

LETTER LXVI. 

Dear Sir , 

A S the Interval between the Hour of our Diflo- 
** lution, and the Day of Refurreftion, will, irt 
all Probability, be very confiderable, much longer 
than the Time of our Continuance on Earth, it is 
a very rcafonable and important Inquiry, to exa¬ 
mine into the Circtimjlances of this State. The 
Scripture,our infallible Director, which is (fo copious 
upon all the grand Articles of Religion, and) filent 
upon Nothing that relates to the true Happinefs of 
Mankind, has not left us without Information in 
this Particular. Whereas all other Writers grope 
in the Dark, for. not one of them has been able to 
draw back the Curtain, or give us (any) the leaft 
Infight into the inviftble World, it is to them , and 
In all their Syftems, an abfolute Terra incognita ; a 
few of the fcriptural Difcoveries may be feen, in the 
Anfwer to the following Queries. 

ift, When the Souls, the Souls of the Righte¬ 
ous, depart from the Body; by whom are they re¬ 
ceived?—By holy Angels. The Angels were mi- 
niftring Spirits to them, in the Days of their Flelh, 
and will be their Guard and their Convoy, when 
they relinquilh the earthly Tabernacle. When La¬ 
zarus died, he was carried by Angels.—What a 
comfortable Privilege is this! not to be left folitary 
and defolate, like a Ihipwrecked Mariner on fome 
unknown Coaft ; but to be under the Guidance and 
|?r©te&ion of thofe benevolent Beings! 

adlv, In what Place are they lodged ?—This is 
deferibed* not from our Ideas of Locality, or any 

Properties 
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Properties of Space, but from the Society and the 
Enjoyments. It is not very material^ whether they 
are above or below, in the- Heaven of Heavens 
(which, I think, is moft probable) or'in fome fepa- 
rate Manfion. A difembodie'd Spirit, if under the 
Wrath of God, muft every where be extremely mi- 
ferable ; if furrounded with his Favour, will every 
where be exceedingly happy. To fuch a Spirit, that 
has no longer any Connection with fenfible Things, 
God’s Smile muft be Heaven, God’s Frown muft 
be Hell.—WherC-ever this Region lies, we arc fure 
it lies under the Beams of the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs; Chrift is there, and where he is prefent' Hap- 
pinefs cannot be abfent. Thou {halt be with me, 
is his Promife to the penitent Thief.— Abraham is 
there, the Friend of God, and Father of the 
Faithful. Lazarus, we are told, was carried into 
Abraham'% Bofom ; and where He refides; where 
all the Children of God, and Heirs of Glory dwell, 
there muft be Pleafures:—Such Pleafures, that the 
Place is called Paradife ; thou {halt be with me in 
Paradife: The delightful GardenJ'of Eden, which 
the Lord himfelf planted, and which innocent Man 
inhabited, was incomparably the fineft, nobleft Spot 
in this fublunary World; and this is ufed to give 
us fome faint Rcprcfcntation of thefe blefled Abodes, 
where the Souls and Spirits of the Righteous re¬ 
main till the Shout of the Archangel and the Trump 
of God fummon them. 

3dly, How form are they lodged in this defirable 
Situation ?—Without Delay. I find no Mention 
of any intermediate Purgation, or of any Period for 
Inactivity and Forgetfulnefs. To Day malt thou be 
with me, is our Lord’s Expreffion; and it is ob- 
fervable, that the Jcwijh Day was very nearclofing, 
when our Saviour gave up the Ghoft; nearer ftill 
when that converted Malefa&or expired.—I have a 
Dcfire t& be diffolved, fays St. Paul, and to be with 
Vol. II. O Chrift: 
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Chrift: He fpeaks of his Releafe from Clay, and 
his Introdu&ion into the Redeemer’s Prefence, as 
inftantaneous. No fooner does the former com- 
mcnce, but the latter takes place.—What an En¬ 
couragement is this to light the good Fight of 
Faith, and finifh our Courfe, with Alacrity and Di¬ 
ligence ! fince we are not to wait in wilhful but 
difappointed Expectation: No, the very Moment 
our Warfare is accomplilhed, our Reward begins.— 
Which reminds me of another Inquiry. 

4thly, What is the Condition of holy Souls, in 
this feparatc State ? 

iff. They reft from their Labours} from all the 
Diforders, that affli&ed their Bodies, from all the 
Temptations, that difquieted their Souls. They 
are no longer ridiculed and perfccuted by ungodly 
Aden. They have no more Conflict with the Powers 
of Darknefs and their own Corruptions; Sin and 
Sorrow ceafe eternally. They are freed, entirely 
i'iecd, from every Evil. 

adly, They enter into Peace. They have then 
Peace with God',', Peace in their own Thoughts, 
peace with Fellow Saints, which pafleth all Under- 
itanding.—Peace implies''a pofitive Happincfs.-— 
Peace in the fcriptural Language, denotes all Man¬ 
ner of Bleflings, and fuch is its Import in the pre¬ 
ceding Paflagc. In this Targe Extent will it be 
made good to the Righteous. When they relin- 
quifh the earthly Tabernacle, the Scales of Igno¬ 
rance fall from their Underftandings} their Will is 
wonderfully conformed to Chrift’s} every Weight 
drops off from t)ieir AffeCtions} and their Holinefs 
is exceedingly confirmed : They are honoured with 
nearer Approaches to God, they are favoured with 
clearer, jyfjinifcftations of his Glory} they feel richer 
Emanations of his Love} and are more and more 
transformed.into his Image: Every Doubt vanifhes, 
and they rejoice in the ProlpeCt, the affured and re- 

•" frefhing 
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freftiihg Profpeft of receiving all the Fulnefs of 
their everlafting Felicity. I laid Fulnefs, for tho’ 
the Felicity of the Soul upon its Difmiffion from 
Mortality is great, is high, is to us inconceivable; 
yet it will not be compleat till the Body is re-united 
to it, re-animated by it.—Then that will not only 
be refcued from Corruption, but made like unto 
Chrift’s glorious Body; will be dignified with di¬ 
vine Approbation ; and that before the largeft Af~ 
fembly of Men and Angels; they will receive a 
Crown of Righteoufnefs, they will fit on Thrones 
and judge the apoftate Angels; they will then pof- 
fefs the Kingdom prepared for them from the Foun¬ 
dation of the World. 

What is faid of the Righteous may lead us to 
fome proper Conceptions with regard to the Wicked 
and their State.—The one is the Reverfe of the 
other; as they were quite diffimilar in their Life, 
in their Death they are equally different. If the 
Righteous are committed to the Care of benevo¬ 
lent Angels, the Wicked it is very probable are 
abandoned to the Infults and Rage of malevolent 
Spirits. If the Righteous are admitted into Man- 
fions of Blifs, the Wicked are configned over to 
the Places of Horrour and Torment, where is all 
the Mifery , which is expreffed by Weeping and 
Wailing; all that Self-condemnation and Aneuifh, 
which is expreffed by Gnafhing of Teeth. If the 
Righteous enjoy the Calm of uninterrupted Tran¬ 
quillity, %nd the Light of perpetual Sun-fhine, the 
IVicked are referved in Chains of Darknefs unto the 
Judgment of the great Day; wearied by their own 
ungovernable Paffions, flung by eager but unfatis- 
fied Defires, haunted by a ftern upbraiding Con- 
fcience.—In a Word, while the righteous are look¬ 
ing for that bleffed Hope, and the glorious Appear¬ 
ing of.the great God, and their Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
they are trembling under the difmal Apprehenfions 
O 2 of 



of that dreadful Day, when Jefirs Chrifl fhall be re¬ 
vealed in flaming Fire. 

I add only a Remark on that Text of St. John, 
to which we are fo much obliged in this Inquiry* 
“ Rlefled arc the dead, which die in the Lord,” i£c. 
—The Lord muft certainly fignify, the Lord Jefus 
Chrifl:.—To die in Him, muft, I think, imply dying 
in his Faith , fo as to be one with him; interefted 
m his Mercy, renewed by his Spirit, and conformed 
in fome prevailing Degree to his Image. May this 
be the State of our Souls, while we live here, and 
when wc depart hence. Then that will be fulfilled 
to our unfpeakable and eternal Comfort, which is 
fpoken by another Apoftle, “ To me to live is 
Chrift, and to die is Gain.” 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

your’s fincereJy, 

James Hervey, 


LETTER LXVII. 


Dear Sir, 

yOUR Obfervations are perfectly juft, and Dr. 

Doddridge s Remarks are admirably judicious; 
his Alterations are indeed excellent and charming. 
Oh 1 may they be equally impreffive or> me, as 1 
tranferibe them, and on ad who may hereafter read 
them! Many moft folid arid valuable Corrections 
has the Dodtor already made in my little Piece ; 
but, in my Opinion, thefe are beyond them all; I 
cannot but wifh he had Leifure, to have went 
through the whole with his improving Strokes; but, 
as the Bufmefs of his Academy, and Minijl'ry, is fo 
various, and fo importaht, 1 cannot prevail with 
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myfelf to make fuch a Rcqueft: I will try, and do 
the beft I can, to proceed on the Plan , which He 
has formed, and to follow ( magno licet intervallo) the 
Example He has fet. JBe fo good as to make my 
mojl grateful Acknowledgments : Let your Tongue 
fpeak, for really my Pen cannot write, how greatly 
1 am obliged to him. I will venture to turn, what 
was ufed formerly as an Imprecation, into a Wifh 
and a Hie fling on this Occafion, “ May God do fo 
“ to Him , and- more alfo !” 

—Oh that our Writings may be accompanied 
with the blefied Spirit; and that the Spirit of our 
Writings maybe operative on our Hearts, and ap¬ 
parent in our Converfation! 

Ever your’s whilb 

J. Hervey. 

LETTER LXVIII. 

My dear Friend , IVcJlon , Saturday Morn. 

T Thought of you irt a particular Manner on Thurf- , 

day, being the fad Anniverfary on which your 
late excellent Lady refigned this Life ; and at the 
fame Time I thought on thofe tender Lines, 

Jamque Dies, ni fallor adejl ; • quetn femper accrlum. 
Semper honoraturn, ftc Dii voluijlis , bahebo-\. . 

Virg. Ain. Lib, V. ' 

I cannot but take Notice of the Wifdom 3nd Piety 
of my favourite Poet, he teaches his Hero to refolve- 
all afflictive and dark Difpenfations, into the gra-' 
cious Will of God ; and to derive his Confolation 

f The Englijh of which is—“ Now the Day if I 
“ miftake not is at Hand, which (fuch has been the 
“ Will sf Heaven) I ihall always account a Day of 
“ Sorrow, always a Day to be honoured,” 

O j from 
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from this Belief. Sic DU volui/iis, is a Sort of Imi¬ 
tation of the good old Prieft Eli, “ It is the Lord : 
** Let him do what feemeth him good.” It is not 
much unlike the exemplary Acknowledgment of 
the Patriarch Job, “ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
“ taken away, blefled be the Name of the Lord !” 

I am thankful for your Prefent of Vanierii Pra- 
dium Rujhcum. It is a very beautiful Piece: Uni 
Virgilio fecundus, the moft elegant and correCt La¬ 
tin Compofition, that I have met with among the 
Moderns. 

I have no Fault to find, and no Alteration to 
offer, with regard to the little Trail, which you fub- 
mit to my Correction.—But what fhall I fay, to my 
dear Friend himfelf ? Oh! what Opportunities of 
doing Good, fubftantial and immortal Good, do 
you lofe, do you fquander away 1 Opportunities, 
that are flying from you upon the fwifteft Wings of 
Time; and when once gone, are never to be re¬ 
covered.—I don’t fo much as think of your ne¬ 
glecting Buftnefs ; but do let the World fee, that Bu- 
ftnefs may bp managed, great Buftnefs managed, and 
yet Chrijl, and eternal Ages not forgot. Let Men 
fee, that the Comforts of Chriftianity, the Privile¬ 
ges of the Gofpel, are fo truly delightful, as to be 
the moft effectual fovereign Refrejhment, under the 
Fatigues of a burthenfome Employ. Thus doing, 
you would be a Credit and high Recommendation 
to Religion; and blefled would you be, if your 
Mafter, when he cometh, fhould find you fo doing. 
—You will excufe my Freedom; and in Return, I 
will not ceafe to pray, “ that the Love of Chrift 
** may conftrain you.” 2 Cor. v. 14. 

I am, 

.affectionately, and 

fincerely your’s, 

J. Hervey. 
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LETTER LXIX. 


My deyr Friend, Tuefday Morn. 

"I XT ELL might Dr. Doddridge fay, “ that in 
* ’ “ Saurin' s f Sermons, the Excellencies of 

Dcmojlhcnes and Cicero were united.”—Never did 
I meet with any thing equal to the Paflages which 
the Doctor was fo obliging as to tranflate, purpofely 

to give me fome Ideas of this celebrated Writer_ 

He feems to have underftood the Gofpel well, and 
all the Powers of Oratory were combined in him. 
—I dare fay he preached from his Heart , and the 
Grace of Gorf*accompanied his Words.—If I have 
been fo much affected merely by this defultory Trar.f- 
lation, how much more fhould I be tranfported, was 
I (like you) fufficiently (killed in the French Lan¬ 
guage to read the Original itfelf. Saurin it feems 
was a Proteftant, and I am told that in Holland , 
where he exercil'ed his Miniftrj, the Streets were fo 
crowded for feveral Hours before the Service be¬ 
gan, that ’twas very difficult to gain Admiffion.—Is 
it not aftonifhing that the Sermons of fo popular a 
Preacher, and fo eminent a Writer, fhould not as 
yet, have been put into an Englijh Drcfs?—But this 
I prefume is owing to the Difficulty of doing Juf- 
tice to an Author of his extraordinary Genius.—I 
am well aware that fey/ are equal to fuch an Under?, 
taking, but if there was a Jpirited Tranflation ot 
thefe animating Sermons, publifhed in weekly Num¬ 
bers, they would be well received, and might, thro’ 


+ Saurin 's Sermons were originally wrote in French 
—have pafl"ed through various Editions;—are now 
printed in twelve odtavo Volumes, and may be had r»r 
Vaillant'% in the Strand for two Guineas a Sett.—Seve¬ 
ral of them are well tranflated by Mr. Rohinfon, of 
Cambridge, printed in 4. Vols. 8vo. Price one Guinea j 
Slid. fold by Fletcher and Hod/on, in Cambridge. 


o 


the 
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the divine Pleffing, be the Means of doing much 
Good to the Community. ' 

I have been enabled, bleffed for evWWt.QpcJ, t to 
perform my Office, and preach to acroqgf " ‘ 
grcgation. “ Jefus (aid the third 
“ Son of Jonas, loveft thou me ?” 

Oh that it may be the Power of God 
tion of the Hearers!—I hope'; my Difordeirtn "my 
Head, and Pain in my Teeth, are not incteafedjj 
though I felt the cold Air breathe upon my $acej 
for the Church was fo thronged, that it was xoi 
prafticable to Ihut the Door, Oh ! for Faitlf &4 
the almighty Guardian, the almighty Phyfician 
This, I prefume, will find you fofcly returned 
from London tb -your own Habitation ; but though, 
come back to yourrefting Place, yet more and more 
but Strangers and Pilgrims oil 


-I tefe 'eve long to fee you at JVeJion ; for I can 
aflurd^rou, my dear jSir, that amongft t;he many, 
mariyvyVktidSj who dearly love you, no one can 
have a more’ affectionate Regard for you than 

your’s unalterably, 

James Her v5 y. 


LETTER LXX. 

My dear Friend, Saturday Morn. 

T Have no Heart to take any'Medicines. All but 
-*■ Chrift is to me unprofitable ; bleffed be God for 
Pardon and Salvation through his Blood: Let me 
preferibe this Cordial for my dear Friend. 

May your Health be renewed as the Eagle’s, 
though mine has long been fading as a Leaf.! and 
may we both from our Hearts adore the Dlfpenlii- 

tions 
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tionsa£j|ofor God and Saviour, which, though to 
us wgK(fv>ty different, are in all Refpefts very good. 

$£<*•,jy»he drinking Tea Ycfterday; and I heard 
on^b^ 4 >e Company fay, to whom you had given 
Biifobjfi JVilfon on the Sacrament —This is Dr. S**’s 
Gik.' Oh! that God may give him, to cat the 
Flefh, and drink the Blood! of Chrift ! and to live 
by Faith on the unfearchable Riches of a Redeemer! 

'—-Then we {hall ere long, eat Bread and drink new 
Wine together, in the Kingdom of our Father. 

I have not yet wrote to Biddeford ; but the Affair 
you defired me to inquire about, (hall not be forgot 
when I next write thither.—Can you excufe my 
dilatory Proceeding ? Buftnefs, to my languid Spi¬ 
rits, is like the Sons of Anak f to the Ifraclitijh Spies, 
fo forbidding and fo formidable. 

The Reafons you urged, I have conftdered ; I 
really know not how to aft.—May the unerring 
God vouchfafe to guide a poor Sinner.—Now, 
where is my Faith in that divine Promife, “ In all 
“ thy Ways acknowledge Him , and He {hall direft 
“ thy Paths ?” ’Tis fcarcely fo much as a Grain 
of the fmalleft Seed: Bleffed Jefus increafe it in 
us both. 

—Do you, as you formerly did, commit your 
Way unto the Lord, and befecch him to bring it to 
pafs ? My dear Friend, let us look more unto God; 
for we have a Friend in the Court of Heaven; we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the 
righteous. 


Ever, and inviolably' your’s, while 

J. Hervey. 

f See Numb, briii. 28. 


LET- 
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LETTER LXXI. 

My dear Friend, 

VT OUR very kind Prefent is come to our Hands, 
* and has made its Appearance. You give me, 
as Theron fays, Exaio/*Coi trn»Soiui. 

All I can fay is, may the Lord fupply your every 
Need (both bodily and fpiritually) according to his 
Riches in Glory bv Chrift Jefus. 

I am forry, my Brother wrote fo warm a Letter 
to Mr. A — y about his Attempt to purchafe the 
Clofes at JVrJlon , which lie fo commodious for us. 
—The World's Maxim is, “ Catch as catch can.” 
But our Saviour's Direction is, “ Be anxious for 
“ nothing.”—Never tear, but we (hall make a Shift 
without thefe Clofes to pafs through the Wilder- 
nefs, and arrive at the heavenly Canaan. Were not 
your Thoughts upon that eternal Home, when you 
attended Mr. Corpfe to the Tomb? One 

of the Texts, to which I directed my People on 
Sunday was f 2 Cor. v. 1. and which, I hope, the 
omniprefent God is now impreffing on their Con- 
fcicnces, and mixing with Faith. 

The elegant Paterculus I here return; and the 
evangelical Marjhall I recommend to your repeated 
Pcrufal. I wifli you ftudiedhim more, for then you 
would like him better than you feem to do at pre¬ 
fent: You own there are many excellent Directions 
in him; and thofe Parts, which you now think ob- 
fcure, would not appear fo on a more intimate Ac¬ 
quaintance with the Author. 

f We know that if our earthly Houfe of this Ta¬ 
bernacle were diffolved,- we havp a Building of God, 
an Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in -the Hea¬ 
vens. 
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I am glad to hear fuch a Chara&er of Mr. * *. 
I hope you will be an Inftrument in our Lord’s 
Hand, of improving his valuable Difpofitions, of 
ripening the Man of Honour, into the Servant of 
Chrift.—I think Dr. Akenfule f has, if not fpoiled 
his Ode, much injured the Dignity and Beauty of 
his Sentiments, by writing in Spenfer’s Meafure, 
and fometimes in his drawling Style.—“ While he 
“ doth Riot’s Orgies haply fliare.”—For an Ode, 
where we expeft all the Harmony of Numbers, and 
the higheft Polifh of Language, this Manner furely 
is improper..—I keep it a little longer, perhaps it 
may pleafe better on the fecond Reading. 

—I wifli you and your Lady much Joy at Chrjl - 
mas, or rather all Joy in Chrift. He is come. He 
is come to judge the Earth ; to do that for enflaved 
and ruined Mankind, which the heroic Judges of 
old did for Ifrael —to deliver them from Bondage, 
and eftablifh them in Peace. Is not this the Senfe 
of Pfal. x cvi. ii, iz, 13.—Ah!#what pity! that, 
while fo many Heroes are celebrated, Jefus the De¬ 
fire of Nations, and the Brightnefs of his Father’s 
Glory, fhould be totally difregarded. Thou High 
and Holy One, fince Authors of Genius with-hold 
the Tribute of Praife, glorify thy Name by a Worm, 
by Impotence, by 

James Hervey. 

LETTER LXXII. 

Reverend and dear Sir , Wejion, June 7, 1759. 

rvON’T you take it amifs, that I have anfwered 
your laft kind Letter no fooner! I have fuch a 
Multiplicity of ef^flofar jh Engagements, and fuch a 
poor Pittance oFbtrOng^ that I cannot be fo punc- 

f See Letter LIV. Page 143. 


tual 
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tual in my Acknowledgments, as my Friends may 
expedt, and as I myfclf wifh. 

You defired to lee Mr. Boyfe’s Letter to me:— 
I here inclofe it; and it fhould have been fent to 
vou earlier, but I could not find it atnidft the con- 
fufed Heap of my Papers till Yefterday.—I am very 
lorry to hear he is fo ill, as there is little Probability 
of expecting any Thing further from his mafterly 
Pen.—I really think his little Poem, intitled Deity, 
(in which he is not unmindful of the great Re¬ 
deemer) is as ufeful and fine a Piece f of Poetry 
as molt in the Engiijh Language.—I fo much ad¬ 
mire it, that I have infenfibly as it were got it by 
Heart. God grant that it may be influential on 
every Reader. 

1 was reading the other Day a curious Book 
written by Mr. Fleming , and intitled, The Fulfilling 
of the Scriptures complete ; in which I met with a 
valuable Quotation from Luther’s Letter to Me- 
laniihon , who wat then in much Anguilh on the 
apparent Hazards of thofe Times. “ If this (fays 
Luther } be the Caufe of God, and not of Man, 
then all the Burthen fhould be call on Him. Why 
doit thou afflict and torment thyfelf, feeing God 
hath given his Son for us ?—Why do we tremble 
or fear! Will he forfake us in fmaller Things, who 
hath given us fo great a Gift r—Is Satan Itrongcr 
than God ?—Should we fear the World, which 
Chrilt has overcome ? If the Caufe We contend for 
be not the Truth, let us change; but if the Caufe 
be holy and jult, why do we not credit the Promife 
and Faithfulnefs of God.—It is certain Satan can 
reach no farther than this prefent Life, but Chrill 
reigneth for ever, under whofe Protection the Truth 
now is: He will not fail to be with us unto the 
End.—If; fife be not with us, I befeech you icll me 

f 5 fee Letter XXXVIII. Page 151, Vol.‘l, 

; where 
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where He {hall be found ?—If we be not ■> 
Church, do you think that the Bifhop of Rome and 
our Adverfaries are of it ? We are indeed Sinners, 
but Chrift is true, whofe Caufe we have in Hand; 
which he has hitherto maintained without our Coun- 
jel, and fo He will do unto the End.”—Mr. Flem¬ 
ing then juftly obferves, that Luther refted on Chrift, 
when all vifible Props broke under him. 

What animating Confiderations are thefe under 
all the Difcouragements we may meet with in our 
minifterial Labours ?—How does the Work of the 
Lord profper in your Hand ? May you be in this Re- 
fpedt as a fruitful Bough by the Wall; may your 
People fit under your Shadow with great Delight, 
and your Fruit be fweet unto them ! 

I am, 

your’s, isc. 

J. H E R V E Y. 

The following is a genuine Copy of Mr, 
Boy/e’s f Letter to Mr. Hervey. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

“ 'C'OR your tender Admonitions and excellent 
“ Advice, I am truly indebted to you; as they 
“ difeover a generous and compalfionate Concern 
“ for my better Part.—I blefs God I have Reafon 
“ to hope, that great Work is not to do; for of all 
“ the Marks of Infatuation, I know' among!! Men, 
“ there can be none equal to that of trufting to a 
“ Death-bed Repentance. 

•f Mr. Boy/e died foon after he wrote this* Letter to 
Mr. Hervey. —His Poem intitled Deity, palled through 
feveral Editions, and was printed by Roberts in li'ar- 
tuick-Lane. Price One Shilling. 


“ I do 
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I do not pretend to vindicate my own Conduct 
** —nor can I ever forget the very Chriftian Senfe 
“ of my Condition and Misfortunes which (not- 
“ withftanding all my Mifbehaviour) you have fo 
“ pathetically exprefled.—-The Follies of my Youth 
“ have furnifhed a plentiful Harveft of Reflection 
“ for my latter Years. As I have been now for a 
“ long Time in a Manner buried from the World, 
“ fo it has been my Endeavour to fpend that Time 
“ in lamenting my paft Errors, and in purfuing a 
“ Courfe of Life void of Offence towards God, 
“ and Man. 

“ I have learnt to truft in God as my only Por- 
“ tion ; to blefs him for his Fatherly Corrections, 
“ which have been much gentler than my Deme- 
“ rit; and by which I have been taught to know 
“ Him, and Myfelf-, his infinite Mercy arid Good- 
“ nefs; my own Ingratitude and l)nworthiness, 
fo that I may truly fay with the returning Prodi- 
gal, ‘ Father, I have finned againft Heaven, and 
“ againft thee, and am not worthy to be called thy 
“ Son.’ 

“ My Health is in a very precarious State; and 
“ the greateft Hopes of Recovery I have (which are 
“ very finail) arife from warm Weather and the 
“ Country Air.—I thank God I am abfolutely re- 
“ ftgned. to his holy and blefled Will. I have fecn 
“ enough of the Vanity and Folly of earthly 
“ Things, and how infufficient they are to fatisfy 
“ the Defires of an immortal Soul. I am fcnfibleol 
<£ my own Wretchednefs andNothingnefs; and that 
“ my only Hope of Salvation is through that blef- 
“ fed Redeemer, who died to fave loft Sinners.— 
‘ c This is my Rock of Hope againft an approach- 
“ ing Efernity. 

“ May you long, Sir, tafte thofe true ^nd un- 
“ fading Plcafures, which attend the Pr.adtice of 
“ Religion and Virtue j and may you, by your 
4 “ Ihining 
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“ {hining Example, be a Means of turning many 
“ to Righteoufnefs: This is the fincere and ever 
“ grateful Wifh of 

t£ your moft obliged, and 
“ faithful Servant, 

« S. Boyfe,” 


LETTER LXXIII. 


Dear Sir , 


'T'HE following is an Extract of a Letter, wrote 
by a young Creature, labouring under an in¬ 
curable Diftemper, and languifhing in the near Ap¬ 
proaches of Death. 

“ I am at this Time more happy than Tongue can 
“ exprefs.—Never did I feel fo much of the Love of 
“ Chrijl Jhed abroad in my Heart, as now. He has 
“ given me full Affurance that he has out of Love to 
“ my Soul caji all my Sins behind his Back, (Ifaiah 
“ xxxviii. 17.)— And oh! why need I fear Death, 
“ when the Sting is taken away ?—No ! though J.arr. 
“ a Sinner, yet I have an Advocate with the Father: 
“ and though while I continue in this vile'. Jfjody, I 
“ fear, I Jhall too often grieve him, yet is his Love 
“ fill the fame ; which makes me abhor rnyfeU, that 
“ ever I Jhould fin againjl fo kind, fo compajfonate a 
“ Saviour 

See by this how the Poor receive, how the Poor 
believe, and how the Poor adorn the Gofpel of God 
our Saviour. This has indeed no great Authority 
to dignify it, no Flowers of Eloquence to recom¬ 
mend it j Nothing but the tranfparent Sincerity, and 
the native Sublimity of its Piety. It breathes how¬ 
ever the very Spirit, which I long to attain; and, 
though it comes from a Perfon in low Life and of 
no Education, yet I believe very few , even amongft 
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the Names of higbeft Diftin&ion for Wit, Genius, 
and Learning, will be able An the fame Cireum- 
ftances, to exercife the fame Magnanimity of Mind. 
•—I am, 

Your’s, 6fr,' 

LETTER LXXIV* 

My dear Friend, 

T Truly fympathife with you in all your Calami- 
ties; but to be afjiidlcd more or lets is the com¬ 
mon Lot of God's People y and it is frequently their 
Fate to be exercifed with frowning Providences in 
a remarkably grievous Manner.—Under fuch Cir- 
cumftances we fhould luggeft foft Hints of. Admo¬ 
nition, with the fame friendly Intention as actuated 
the Prophet Jeremiah , when he addreffed this Exhor¬ 
tation to his Countrymen, “ Let us fearch and try 
“ our Ways, and, if we arc found Delinquents, turn 
“ again unto thd Lord,” ( Lament . iii. 4.) —We 
fhould likewife comfort each other by obferving that 
God, who hcareth Prayer, has Bowels of everlafting 
Compaffion, and does not willingly afflict the Sons 
of Men ; that this adorable Gcd has given his all- 
glorious Son to be a bleeding Sacrifice for our 
Sins; and that, if he with-held not his Son, his only 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how fhall he 
not alfo with Him freely give us all Things ?— /111 
Things, that pertain to Life and Godlinefs ; to 
Subiiltence here, and Salvation forever.—Prompted 
by the infinite Benignity of his Nature, and en- 

t aged by his inviolable Promife, he never faileth 
»ofe, that feek him.—Oh how ready is He to give 
his Holy Spirit! to give all Happinefs to thofe, who 
with an humble Sincerity will apply to Him ; in¬ 
finitely more ready than vie are to give our Children 

a Muriel 
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a Morfet of Bread to fave them from perifhing with 
Hunger.— Thefe are indeed comfortable Conndera- 
tions,and are the ftrongeft Reafons why‘we fliould 
continually be making our R'liquefts known unto 
him. 

I fear Mr. Sm — h the Builder, is a very bad Man, 
and too juftly deferves the Name you give him.— 
Labourers I am told are diftrefled by his neglecting 
to pay them; which I pan affine you very much 
grieves me ; nor is it in my Power to redrefs them: 
—I wifh it was: —They mould foon fee what it is 
to have to do with one , “ who nameth the Name of 
“ Chrift.” (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

Pleafe to lend me Dr. Squire's, Indifference for Re¬ 
ligion inexcufeable. —I mightily like the Title of it; 
and I hope it will be an Antidote againft the fa- 
fhionable and .growing Indifference to Religion. 

Did you ever fee a Shilling Poem intitled The 
Battle of the Sexes? ’Tis wrote in the Spirit of Spen- 
fer , and is indeed one of the prettieft Things I ever 
met with.—But-it is very evident that the Author has 
takeh his Plan from Fletcher' s Purple Ifland f. The 
celebrated Pitt of New College , who tranflated Vir¬ 
gil and Vida , has wrote ,a complimenfary Copy of 
Verfes, which are prefixed; a Specimen ofjdiichj 
have here (elected to Ihew you the Nature 

“ What Mufe but pour’s fo juftly could 
“ Th’ embattl’d Paffions marfhall’d in Arrayi^S|j’ 
<c Bid the'rang’d Appetites in Order move, 

“ Give Lujl a Eigure, and a Shape to Love ? 

“ To airy Notions folid Forms difpenfe! 

“ And niake our Thoughts the Images of Senfef 

+ See the fifty firft Letter in this. Volume.—Cotj- 

f are feveral of the perfonified Virtues and Vices depicted 
y Fletcher in his Purple IJland, (Canto vi. to Canto xii.) 
with fopie of thofe drawn by the dtfther of the Battle 
of the "Sexes. 

Vo L, II. 
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“ Difcover all this rational Machine, 

** And fliow the Movements, Springs, and Wheels 
“ within.” 

As I was looking yefterday at my Preface to the 
new Edition of fenks’s Meditations, I obferved in 
the Catalogue of his Works, that, either through 
my own, or the Printer’s Negligence, two little 
Pieces are omitted; one of them in his Serious 
Thoughts on the wonderful God j which is very ufe- 
ful in aflifting us to form proper Notions of the 
divine Pcrfe&ions: The other is his Glorious Vic¬ 
tory of Chafity, exemplified in Jofeph’s hard Con¬ 
flict, and happy Efcape.—’Tis Pity, that this little 
Piece is not more regarded by Parents , as ’tis per¬ 
haps the beft f Thing of its Size, ever wrote on 
the Subject, and ought to be put into the Hands of 
all young People; for, as St. Auguflin juftly obferves. 
Inter omnia Certamina Chrijlianorum duriora funt 
Pralia Cajlitatis\ nam ibi continua Pugna, & rara 
Vittorio J.—If another Edition of Jenks's Medita¬ 
tions 

f'The Price of Jenks's Vittory of Chafity is a Shil- 
Eng only ; and very fit for thofe, who have little Lei- 
Aire for Reading : But the completeft Treatife of this 
Kind % the celebrated Ofiervald's on Vncleannefs; 
wherein the Nature of it is confidered, the Caufes and 
Conferences of it; and likewife the Duties of fuch 
as are under the G uilt of it: To which is added, a 
Difcourfe concerning the Nature of Chaftity, and the 
Means of obtaining it. Price four Shillings. This 
was the fame Oftervald who wrote the Treatife con¬ 
cerning the Caufes of the Corruption of Chrifiians and 
its Remedies, which Bilhop Burnet ordered his Chaplain 
to' tranflate from the original French into Englijb, 

■ { The Meaning of which is, “ Amidft all the va« 
“ rious and fharp Encounters in the Chriflian ,War- 
" fare, the Attacks on our Chaftity are ’perhaps the 
“ moll formidable, as the Combat is ftrenuous and 

“ tailing ; 
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tlorts fhoutd be demanded; and if it fhould pleafe 
God to take me to Himfelf before that Time, 1 here 
defire the Favour of you to fee, that thefe two little 
Traits be inferted in the Catalogue of Mr. Jinks ’s 
Writings, given in my Preface to that Book by, 

your ever affectionate, (Ac. 

James Hervey. 


LETTER LXXV. 


Dear Sir, Wefon-Favell, Augujl 13, 1756. 

"WEfterday I received the Favour of your Letter;— 
was furprifed to find you fo near me; and 
grieved to hear of the Occafion. Oh! that both 
of us may be enabled to caff all our Care upon the 
Almighty ! for furely he who gave—not an Arch- 
Angel—not a World—but Himfelf ,—his moil blef- 
fed Self for our Sins—furely He careth for us. 

Yes,dear Sir; I think from my very Heart, that 
the grand'Controverfy which the King of Heaven 
has with our Nation, is for our prevailing Contempt 
of his mott adorable Son Jcfus Chrift. A Gift, 
compared with which every Thing in Earth or Sky, 
is lighter than Duff upon the Scale. A Gift, by 
which an omnipotent and eternal God not only de- 
monftrates, but commands lys Love. Matchlels 
then and unfpcakable mull it be !—See! how the 
Prophet Ifaiah exults and triumphs in this glorious 
Gift. With an Ardour of Gratitude, and with a 


“ lafting; a complete Viftory being rarely obtained.” 
How much therefore does it behove us, to call in every 
Auxiliary and ro put on the complete Armour of God 
that we may be able to ftand againft the Wiles of the 
Devil.—See the fifth Edition of Gurnall 's Chrijiiaa 
Armour, ’and Efhef vi. 11. 

P at 
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Tranfport of Delight, he cries; “To us a Child 
“ is born; to us a Son is givenin whofe Perfon 
is a Dignity , and in whofe Rigbtcoufnefs an Efficacy, 
infinitely lurpaffing the Power of Thought. And 
fhould not fuch a Gift be the darling Topick of 
our Converfation; be the avowed Glory and. the 
general Joy of our Nation? Yet ftrange to tell! 
afflictive to obferve ! this divinely ^ccellent Gift is 
forgot, is rejeCted, or treated wjj^the moft cold 
Indifference. Where are the People-, who mention 
it, or can bear to hear it mentioned in their Com¬ 
pany ? Instead of being in Raptures at the Sound, 
are they not difgulted and chagrined ?—And does not 
God behold all this ? Did he ever receive fo horrid 
an Affront, or is it poffible for his Creatures to aCt 
a more contumelious and difdainful Part ?—But 
whither am I running ?—Pardon me, dear Sir, Par¬ 
don my full Heart—my wounded Heart-—which has 
concurred to aggravate this crying Iniquity.—Oh 
that its invariable Language, for the future, may 
be; God forbid, that I fhould glory, or rejoice, or 
confide, fave in the Crofs of Chrift Jefus my Lord: 
In Him I have Pardon of my Sins; in Him I have 
Peace with God; in Him I have eternal Life. 
Therefore “ Him firft. Him laft. Him midft, and 
“ Wfftjout End,” f will I remember, acknowledge, 
celebrate. 

Now you are come fo far, could you not make 
a little farther Excurfion ? Could not you favour us 
with your Company at Wejlon ? where you would 
find a plain Houfe and a faithful Heart open to re¬ 
ceive you.-—I have no News from the literary 
World ; and my Orders to my Bookfeller are few. 
—But having Occafion to write, not along ago, to 
Amjlerdam, f fent for all my favourite Author’s 
Works: Witfius I mean; the polite and. pious 

\ Milton. 

mtfrns . 
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Witftus. —My Bpokfeller is reprinting, in two Vo¬ 
lumes at my Defire Jenks' s Meditations ; which I 
propofe to recommend by a prefatory Addrefs to the 
Publick.—Let me foon hear from you, if I cannot 
fee you: And may your Letter be in every Senfe 
an Evangelift. 

Ever your’s, while 

James Hervey. 

LETTER LXXVI. 

Wejlon Favell, April 28, 1757. 
\KT H AT has my dear Friend been fpeaking for 
’ ' the Honour of him, who faved his Life from 
Dcftruftion ?—How are you ?—How is your Lady 
after your great Fright f, and greater Deliverance ? 
—-Calm, now, I truft, and no Emotions in your 
Mind, but of Gratitude to the great Preferver of 
Men, who kept all your Bones, fo that not one of 
them is broken. 

Now, I hope, you will be fteadily and uniformly 
ferious. You fee, God warns you, yet fpares you. 

f Dr. S - of N -a was driving his Wife in a 

Angle Horfe Chair, when the Horfe fuddenly took 
Fright, and flung his hinder Leg over one of the Shaft?* 
juft by the Side of a very deep Ditch: Being thus en¬ 
tangled, and a high mettled Horfe, he kicked with all 
imaginable Fury, and feveral Times his Hoofs came 
within a Hair’s Breadth of their HeadsThey cal¬ 
led in vain on their Servant who had loitered behind, 
and they mull both have inevitably been daihed to 
Pieces, had not the Horfe by the Violence of his 
Kicking, broke the Harnefs, Bar, and Shafts, and thus 
fortunately difentangled himfelf.—This Accident hap¬ 
pened .pear Mr. Hervey’ s Houfe at Weften-Favell, to 
Which'they then went. 

r 3 
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To others, he has appointed fuch Dangers as befel 
you yefterday, to be the Meffenger of Death ; to 
you, he has defigned them only as an Admonition of 
Love : Hear then your Preserver’s Voice. No 
longer delay to fecure your Salvation: Be zealous 
(I mean dtfcreetly zealous) for your • Saviour; and 
for that Gofpel, which you underftand better than 
mofl of Our Clergymen.—How can you refufe to 
fpeak boldly for fuch a Mailer ; and to devote your- 
felf to his Service in earneil, who forgives all your 
Backfiidings, watches over you with fuch tender 
Compaffion, and waits (yea waits) to be gracious 

UNTO YOU. 

My dear Friend, may the Lord Jefus turn us both 
to Himfelf, who is our Refuge, our Salvation, and 
all our Hope; who fhould be our Boail, our 
Triumph, and all our Joy. 

1 long to fee your amiable Friend the Reverend 
Mr. Dyer's Poem on the Fleece +—I fuppofe he will 
make you a Prefent of it—When you have done 
with it, pleafe to fend it me.—I hear it is to be 
fold at five Shillings, which I cannot afford to 
give for it. 

In your laft Letter you aiked me for two Gui¬ 
neas, out of my Charity Purfe, for our very de- 
ferving and very diftreffed Friend—Indeed it is 

2 uite exhaufted j—nay I don't think I have a Jingle 
iuinea in the World, even for my own Ufe; 
though I forbear every unnecejfary Expence, and 
want many of the little Conveniences of Life, that 
J may be enabled to fuccour the worthy Servants 

f The Fleece, is an elegant and eorreS Poem in four 
Books, written by Mr. Dyer, who published the cele¬ 
brated Poem on the Ruins of Rome, at which Place he 
lived many Years. He was originally a Painter, and 
afterwards Rettor of Cathorf, in Lcicefterjbirg.— He 
was near twenty Years in writing the Fleece. 


of 
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of Chrift.—T have agreed to »o Halves with Ri- 
vington in the Profits of my Hook; and I always 
make it a Maxim, not to give till I have gotten.— 
“ Be juji, before you are generous ,” is your own 
Rule too.—If the Lord pleafes to profper my Work 
I will very readily communicate to the Comfort 
of fuch worthy ObjeCis, as you may think proper 
to recommend to the Charity of, my dear Friend, 

yours very affectionately, 

James Hervey, 

LETTER LXXVII. 

Dear Sir, 

■jVT R. Mofes Browne f has, I think, thirteen Chil- 
dren. One is fettled in the World j and a 
Friend of hit has taken another for his Clerk, 
Gratis. —We propofe to put out one of his Daugh¬ 
ters to fome decent Bufinefs; by which fhe may 
have the Means of getting her Livelihood.—He 
has been at a great Expence poor Man! by the 
Sicknefs of his Family.—Your Contribution on 

this Occafion will be acceptable. Dr. - has 

offered to augment the ColleCiion; and Mr. * * * 

I am fure will readily add his charitable Afliilance, 
efpecially if you recommend the Cafe. 

—We are in daily Expectation of our Friend 
H. I with, you could make up the Triumvirate 
of the Guejls. At all our focial Interviews, our 

f The Reverend Mr. Mofes Brown (the Author of 
Sunday Thoughts, and various other Pieces) is now Vi¬ 
car of Qlney in Buckinghamjhire, the Revenue of which 
is about fifty Pounds, being his only Income, and He 
above fifty Years old. See in Letter LVIII. Vol. I. 
Mr. Hervey'% Opinion of Him, and his Writing; even 
before the Commencement of their Intimacy. 

P 4. News 
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News is fetched from the Bible ; Chrift is the Mo¬ 
narch, and Heaven the Country, on which we dif- 
courie; Oh that 1 may be enabled to improve 
thefe precious Opportunities! Not be like Pha¬ 
raoh’s lean Kine, deftitute of Growth, though 
crammed with Plenty !—My Flock would have 
been peculiarly delighted, to have heard your Voice 
in the Pulpit: They would have hung on your 
Lips; and I verily believe, the Words would not 
have been in vain in the Lord. There’s no Expe¬ 
dient fo effedtual to warm our Hearts as an unre¬ 
mitted Endeavour to awaken the Love of a bleeding 
Saviour in the Breaft of others. 

I am truly grieved at the Account of yourfelf. 
You know who has laid, “ i will heal their Bacic- 
“ Hidings and love them freely and dare we by 
giving way to Unbelief make the God of Truth a 
Liar r Hear the Words of the Lord fpoke by 
Jeremiah, Ch. iii. 12. “ Return thou Backfliding 
“ Ifrael, and I will not caufe mine Anger to fall 
“ upon you, only acknowledge thine Iniquities 
“ which thou haft tranfgrefled againft the Lord 
“ thy God.” 

Recommend Jenks’s Vi(lcry of Chaflity to Mr, 
***, and tell him, that though the Lulls of the 
Flelh are inveterate Enemies, yet three Methods 
may be prefcribed for a Vidtory over them. 1, A 
believing Application of the Redeemers Death. 
*The Saints in Glory, once Men of like Paffions 
with ourfelves, overcame through the Blood of the 
Lamb : He bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, that we being dead un f o Sin, might live 
unto Righteoufnefs. 2. An habitual Reliance on 
the Spirit of God. If ye, through the Spirit, do 
mortify the Deeds of the Body, yb lhall live. 
thrift by his Spirit adls on our depraved, polluted 
Hearts, as a Refiner’s Fire, and as Fuller’s Soap. 
3. An Improvement of the divine Promifes. God his 



r 2*7 3 

given unto us exceeding great and precious Promi- 
fes; that by thefe we might be Partakers of a di¬ 
vine Nature, having efcaped the Corruption that 
is in the World through Luji. 

Thefe tell Mr. *** to lay up in his Memory; 
on thefe let him meditate ; and plead them before 
our heavenly Father in frequent, earneft Prayer. 
And then let him be of good Comfort, the Blef- 
ftng of Gtfrfwill be his Portion. Gad , a Troop 
(hall overcome him, but He (hall overcome at the 
laft. See Gen. xlix. 19. 

Our dear Friend prefents his Love; and wifhes 
you may be very zealous for the Lord God of Hofts. 
—You have conftantly an Intereft in my beft 
Prayers, but I am utterly unworthy to approach 
the immaculate Purity and infinite Holinefs of the 
great God ;—yet blelied be his adorable Name for 
Jefus Chrift.—Oh ! let us fly to Chrift. “ Turn 
“ ye to this Jlrong Hold ye Prifoners of Hope." 
Let us call our every Burthen upon the Lord Re¬ 
deemer; have Accefs into the Holieft through his 
precious Blood; and truft in his ever acceptable 
Interceffion ; for he intercedes (delightful Truth!) 
he intercedes for Transgressors. 

I am, dear Sir, &c. 

James Hervey# 

LETTER LXXVIII. 

Dear Sir , 

Vj R. Hayward and Mr. Pyie's Cafes of Confcience , 
. are printed in two Volumes, the firft of which 
I will lend; and here fend you. I return you 
Smollett's Hi/lory of England and Weffs Pindar 
with Thanks. How empty all thefe polite Pieces 
appear," compared with the facred Page! May this 

delight 
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delight our Tafte, for this alone can comfort our 
Heart.—What I propofed to write relating to the 
Subject of V'tfiting on Sundays f, was executed the 
Beginning of laft Week : Yet to fay the Truth I 
am in fome Meafure backward to propagate and 
enforce it; bccaufe, till People begin to tajie Some¬ 
thing of the Love of God, and find Delight in 
Omit Jefus, fitch Truths I doubt will only ftartle, 
and make them dread Religion as burdenfome. 

—Thanks for the Venifon. We cannot drefs it 
To-day. All my Family are to be at Court this 
Morning: The King of Heaven has fent pofitive 
Orders, and will not excufe either Man-Servant or 
Maid-Servant—Won’t you give us your Com¬ 
pany in the Afternoon—when Mr. *** performs 
the whole Service at my Church ? I fancy you will 
not be difappointed, nor unedified : He feems to 
have a ready Utterance, a very good Voice, and a 
fervent Zeal for the Honour of Chrift : May the 
Arrow of the Gofpcl go forth from his Lips as the 
Lightning!—I hope, you will bring your Wife 
with you : Such lively Preaching as I expert, may 
be a Blefling to both of you.—Oh ! that Chrift 
may guide us with his Counfel, and warm us with 
his Love;—make us ufeful in our Generation, 
and mete for his heavenly Kingdom ! 

Why does our Friend talk of not accepting 
**'*, becaufe it is a poultry Living? Surely he 
would not reckon that a poultry Thing, which gave 
him an Opportunity of preaching Chrift, and win¬ 
ning Souls. If he did , He would not be able to 
fay, with a certain Minifter now in Glory, “ I 
“ feek not yours, but you." —The bleffed Hope of 
that Glory is enough: Lord, ftrengthen it, brighten 

f Mr. Hervey's Confederations on the prevailing Cuf- 
tom of vifeting on Sundays are printed in the fame Vo- 
lume with his Sermons. 

it* 
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it, increafe it ever more and more.—Oh! that 
Minifters may work for their dying Lord, while 
they have Health-, remembering, that Sicknefs may 
confine them to their Chamber, and Death will im- 
prifon them in the Grave.—God Almighty gives 
us. Courage, that we may fight the good Fight of 
Faith, and Prudence, that we may not difhonour 
our high Calling: E’er long Eternity receives us; 
and then we reft from our Labours: Then we 
forget our tranfient Toil, amidft innumerable Ages 
of Perfection, and Glory, and Joy.—For all this, 
not unto us, O Lord Jefus, not unto us, but unto 
thy Love, thy Righteoufnefs, thy Interceifion be 
the Praife ! 

—What fay you to my late well-meant Admo¬ 
nition ? You are not offended, I hope. We muft 
be faithful to each other ; or elfe how can we ex¬ 
pert to meet with Comfort, at the great Tribu¬ 
nal ; to meet with Tranfport, amidft the Angels of 
Light? 

—I have not heard from Biddiford: As foon as 
I receive Information, it fhall be communicated to 
you.—And may the Lord fulfil that Promife to us 
both-, “ I'will inform thee, and teach thee, in the 
“ JVay wherein thou fhalt go.” 

-—Pray have you got Dr. Armftrong' s Poem on 
Health ? It is highly extolled by Mr. Warton the 
Tranflator of Virgil, as a mojl corrett, and (which 
with Him feems to comprehend all Excellency) a 
clajfical Performance. ' I fhould like to peep upon 
it by way of Amufement; for as to the Bleffing it 
celebrates, I expeCt it not, till this vile Body is 
made like unto Chrift’s glorious Body : Bleffed be 
God for this^delightful Hope; may it every Day 
he brifh|jgf in you, and brighter in 

your moft affectionate 

James Hervey. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

Rev. and dear Sir , Wejlon-Favell , AW. 7,1758. 
| Should be very ungrateful, if I did not thank you 

for vour late Frefent; and for the many obl;g- 
ino; Things you are pleafed to fay of me and my 
Writings in your valuable Letter.—I hope they’ll 
be fucceisful Advocates for the Furtherance of the 
Gofpel; and I am very forry to hear by you, as 
well as from feveral other of my Correfpondents in 
Scotland , that the Gentlemen of Letters in that 
Kingdom are deplorably gone off from the Sim¬ 
plicity and Truth of the Scriptures, and that the 
Socinian Tenets are gaining Ground apace.—I 
could wilh, methinks, at this critical Juncture that 
Alfop’s f Anti-Sozzo , which made its firft Appear¬ 
ance 

+ Anti-Sozzo, or againft Socinus ( Pauftus ) a Native 
of Sienna, wliofe Italian Name was Sozzo. —He wrote 
a Book about 1575, intitled Dejcfu Chrijlo Servatore, 
and died 1604; but Sis Se<3 was far from dying with 
Him.—He held, that the Arians had given too much to 
Jefus Chrift ; and afferted that He was mere Man , and 
had no Existence before Mary. —He denied, that the 
Holy Ghoft was a diftinS Perfon, and alledged that 
the Name of God given to Jefus Chrift figtjifies no 
more than that God the Father had given him a fove- 
reifn Power over all his Creatures ; and that in Con¬ 
ference of this Privilege Men and Angels ought to 
ad.re him. He denied the Redemption of Chrift, af¬ 
firming that what He did for Men, was only to give 
them a Pattern of heroick Virtue, and to feal his Doc¬ 
trine by his Death. He held likewife ether pernicious 
and erroneous Tenets; which are too tedious here ro 
mention.—In the Reign of King Charles thy fecond, 
thefe Socinian Tenets were gaining ground in Eng¬ 
land, when Mr. Alfop one of the wittieft, as well as 
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ance in 1675* was judicioufly abridged; and, in 
the neat Glafgow Type, reprinted in a duodecimo 
Volume—though ’tis almoft a Pity to abridge it 

(unlefs 

or* of the left of Men in that Age, wrote this Book 
which he called Anti-Sezxo, in Oppofition to the fun¬ 
damental Errors then maintained by fome eminent 
Divines, and in Vindication of the great Troths of 
the Golpel.—His own Words extracted from his Pre¬ 
face to that Work (which he figned N . N . merely to 
avoid the Difcovery of his true Name) are as follow. 
“ If the Socinians oppofe, every true Chriftian fliould 
“ defend the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift ; for the Difputc 
“ is not now about Decency and Order ; about Fringes 
“ and Phylafteries; about the Tything of Mint, Anife 
“ and Cummin ; but about the Influence of the Righ- 
" tcoufnefs of Chrift’s Life, and the Sacrifice of his 
“ Death, upon our Acceptance with God, about the 
“ Intereft of the blejfled Spirit in the glorious Work 
“ of-the new Creation; whether Chrift be a proper 
“ Prieft, or not? Whether as a Pried he offered him- 
“ felf as a proper Sacrifice to God, or not ? Whether 
“ God and Man are reconciled, and we redeemed 
“ from the Curfe of the Law by the Blood of Jefus, 
“ or not?—Whether we are juftified before the juft 
“ and holy God by our own Righteoufnefs, or by the 
“ Righteoufnefs of a Mediator ? —And in a Word, 
“ Whether the Death of Chrift be the proper and ini- 
“ mediate Caufe of any one Angle Bleffing, great or 
“ fmall, of the Covenant of Grace? In which the 

Concerns, all the eternal Hopes of every Chriftian 
** are wrapt up; and wherein that he may not mif- 
“ take, and fo finally mifearry, as it is the unfeigned 
“ Defign of my writing this Book, fo it is my earneft 
" Prayer .” 

Mr. Vincent Alfop , and Mr. William Sherlock (af¬ 
terwards Doftor and Dean of St. Paul’s) were Pu¬ 
pils at St.John's College Cambridge, under the fame 
Tutor. • 


But 
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(tinlefs it was well executed) as the Whole is fa 
interefting, and might be contained in two Duode¬ 
cimo Volumes, or even in one Octavo Volume, if 
printed at Glajgow. —It is, 1 can allure you, a very 
fmart Book, and one of the bejl Defences of the 
evangelical Doctrines I ever f..w, or ever expe&Ap. 

But when Sherlock in a Sscinian Bo k printed in 1674, 
impropcilv inlided, A Difourfe concerning the Knvjledge 
o/Jrfus (thrift, and our Union and Com muni n with him, 
liad 111 Dro.'lcy ufed fu<.h indecent Expietlions as the 
following, viz. (Page 46 of the faifl Book) “ That 
“ the Juftice of God hath v'uned itfeif with Revenge 
“ in the Death of Cliriit, a d fo hence forwaid we 
“ are lure he will be very kind, as a revengeful Man 
*’ is when his Paffion is over:” And in the next Page, 
expreffed himfelf. Hill more indecently, by laying that 
“ The Sum of which is this, that God is all Love and 
“ Patience, when he has taken his F'll of Revenge, 
“ or as others ufed to fay, the Dei il is very good when 
“ he is plealed.” When Mr. Aljof reau thefe Paflages 
he was Blocked, and feeing Dr. Sherlock had no more 
Reverence to the Majeity of God, no more Regard to 
the Authority of Scriptures than to write as above, 
Mr. Alfop was determined to attack hir , and to plead 
for Chrill and his Tiuth here at the Footftool, who 
pleads for us, according to his Truth, at the Throne. 
Nor was any Man better qualified than Him/elf, either 
to give a Check to a Man of Sherlock’ s Talents and 
imperious Difpofition ; or to the growing Petulancy 
of the then daily encroaching Profanenefs.—On grave 
Subjefb, he appeared, as he was, the truly reverend 
Mr. Jl/op, and wrote with a becoming Serioufnefs (fee 
his Practical Godline/s the Ornament of Religion, Oc'tavo, 
publiilu-d in 1696) but where Wit might properly be 
lliewn. He difplayed his to great Advantage, as may 
be feen in his Anti-Sozzo. He died much relpe&ed and 
lamented, in May 1703. A fuller Account of Hit* 
and his Writings may be feen in the Biographia Bri- 
tannica, or Lives of the moft eminent Men whb’ fravcJlw- 
rijhtd in Great-Britain. 
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fee, even if my Life, which now draws very near 
its End, could be prolonged to the next Century. 
—In fhort, I think it an unanfwerable Perform¬ 
ance ; and Divines of every Denomination would 
do well , to make themfelvcs thoroughly Mafters of 
ihiftvfpirited and entertaining Writer; as they 
would then be able to defend the Truth as it is in 
Jefus, againft all kind of Opponents, how wittv, 
keen, fubtle, or malignant foever the Attack 
might be. I would therefore beg you to recom¬ 
mend this Book as a Specifick againft SocinianiJm ; 
and ufeyourlntereft to have it forthwith reprinted 
at Glafgow. 

Glad I am to be informed, that you are fo very 
zealous for the Honour and Intereft of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.—What can make Mankind happy, 
but his Gofpel ?—What is worthy of our fedu- 
lous Application, but his Intereft ?—What will be 
a fubftantial Reward, but his Acceptance, Favour, 
and Love? 

I am now reduced to a State of Infant Weak- 
nefs, and given over by my Phyfician.—My grand 
Confolation is to meditate on Chrift—and 1 am 
hourly repeating thofe Heart-reviving Lines of 
Dr. Young in his fourth Night. 

This —only this fubdues the fear of Death :— 
And what is this ?—Survey the wond’rous Cure : 
And at each Step let higher Wonder rife ! 

1. Pardon for infinite Offence !—2. And Pardon 
Thro’ Means that fpeak its Value infinite !— 

3 - A Pardon bought with Blood !—4. With 
Blood divine! 

S’ With Blood divine of him I made my Foe ! 

C Perfifted to provoke !—7. Tho’ woo’d andaw’d, 
Bleft, and cHaftifed a flagrant Rebel ftill !— 

8* A Rebeh’midft the Thunders of his Throne!— 
9 * Nor I ‘alone!— 10 . A Rebel Univcrfe!— 

11. My 
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Ii. My Species up in Arms—12. Not one exempt! 

13. Yet for the Fouleft of the Foul he dies !— 

14. Moft joy’d for the Redeem’d from deepeft 

Guilt!— 

15. As if our Race was held of higheft Rank j 
And, Godhead dearer, as more kind to Man. 

Thefe amazingly comfortable Lines, I dare fay 
you will treafure up in your Heart ;—and, when 
you think of them , will think of me j and l 
hope, dear Sir, pray for me, that I may not dif- 

f race my Mimltry, ordilhonour the Gofpelof my 
1 after in my laft M merits by Unbelief; —bafe, 
provoking Unbelief \ —This probably is the lajl 
Time you will ever hear from me; for indeed ’tis 
with fome Difficulty 1 have wrote now, but I (hall 
not fail to remember you tn my interceffions for my 
Friends at the Throne of Chrift;—and I humbly 
beg of God almighty, that the Love of his Son 
may fwectly conftrain you ; and that his Promifes 
may be ever operative on your Mind. I am, with 
great Gratitude and much Elleem, 

reverend and dear Sir, 

your affe&ionate Brother in Chrift, 

James Heryey. 


LETTER LXXX. 

1 . 

My dear Friend , 

C Incereft Thanks for your benevolent Offices: 
^ May they, through our great High-Prieft, and 
the Incenfe of his Atonement, go mp as a Me¬ 
morial before God ; not as a Demand , (we may 
obferve) not as a Bill drawn upon Heaved, but only 
M a Memorial! 

I bad 



[ 2*5 ] 

1 had a very reftlefs Night, tore almoft to Pieces 
by my Cough. Strange ! that thefe flimfy VefTels 
can bear fuch violent Straining ! that none of them 
will burft, and let the battered Soul flip away, to 
her eternal Reft in Chrift ! 

_•—Here are two Setts of the Meditations , with 
wnich you may gratify fome of your Acquaintance. 
The Lord Jel'us Chrift grant, that they may pro¬ 
mote his Glory. Do not you often wifh, often 
pray, that the fame blefled Effect may he produced 
by your Book? We Authors fhould not be like 
the Qjlriches in the Wildernefs, cruel and forget¬ 
ful of their Young. ( Lam. iv. 3.) 

—If you have Dr. Grey’s Tranfiation of Haw¬ 
kins Browne's Latin Poem on the Immortality of 
the Soul , favour me with the Sight of it; it is a 
grand Subjeft ; it is a glorious Subject; and, when 
confidered in Connexion with Jefus Chrift, it is 
a delightful Subje£L Oh that it may incite us to 
aim, “ not at the Things which are seen, for they 
“ are temporal ; but at the Things, which are 
“ not seen, for they are eternal.” 

I have found the little Treatife, intitled Reco- 
tovery from Sicknefs. It is one of the moft perti¬ 
nent and rational, the moft animating and encou¬ 
raging, that I have feen on the Occafion.—Few 
properer Pieces, I think, can be put into a fsck 
Perfon’s Hand f. May the Lord God, omnipo¬ 
tent and gracious, accompany it with his Bltjftng ! 

—I am always complaining 5 complaining of my 
poor Bodyj but I truft more and more reftgned to 
the unerring and gracious Will ofyny^Lord. 

< ‘ •*' 

f The Title is, "Recovery from Sicknefs, 'o^r-k Prefent 
to one jately rfifed from a dangerous Dijorder, contain¬ 
ing ferious Refle&ions, Refolutions, and Devotions, 
fuitable that Occafion. Printed for Hendtrfon un¬ 
der the Royal Exchange. Price. 4 d, 

Vol. II, Q. I beg, 



[ 226 ] 

I beg, I intreat you, if you value the Honour 
of the Gofpel, that you will dill'uade thofe polite 
Pcrfons you mention, from coming to hear me 
To-morrow.—My Spirits fink more and more— 
I am vifited with fome Returns of my hacking 
Cough; perhaps, I fliall not be able to fpealyt 
all. Such difagreeable Circumfhmces will only 
expofe me, and create in them very unpleafing 
Ideas of what I {hall deliver. My Imagination 
is gone .—1 am fenfible my Sermons are flat, and 
my Voice fpiritlefs.—Why therefore fhould you 
bring Perfons of Tajle to fee the Nakednefs of the 
Land ?—The pour Country People love me ten¬ 
derly, and therefore bear with my Infirmities ; elfc 
I fhould no longer attempt to preach, even before 
them. —[ am now unfit to appear in the Pulpit. 

I hope Dr. Swans Journey will be blefled to the 
Reftoration and Eftablifhment of his Health. I 
wifh I may never forget the Text, on which He 
heard the Minifter of Wejlon preach : I wifh, we 
may all enjoy the Bleffing comprifed and promifed 
in it. “ I will pray the Father, and he (hall 
“ give you another Comfoiter, that he may abide 
“ with you forever.”—Don’t you, my dear Friend, 
think of fuch Things? talk of fuch Things to 
your Lady, and inftruCt your Children in fuch 
Things?—O! let us remember, the Judge is at 
the Door, and Eternity is near.-—I heartily wilh 
Mrs. *** afpeedy Recovery, and a fanctified Im¬ 
provement of her Affli&ion : See my dear Friend, 
how all Flefh is Grafs-, but jefus and his 
great Salvation endureth forever: Here is indeed 
an everlajling Pofleffion. The Text particularly 
fit for me and for you to meditate on, [viz. Hcb. 
i. 2, 3.) I will preach on next Sunday .—Can any 
be more grand in itfelf, or more confoiatory to us 
Sinners ? •' 

How 
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How go you on ? Do you fee any Opening in the 
Affair we laft talked about ? Are you come to any 
Determination ? Remember Him , who fees, this 
very Moment, all the Confequences of every Step 
we take; and who hath faid, in tender Compaflion 
, s |p our Ignorance, “ The Lord Ihall guide thee 
“ continually.”—Pray, beware of precipitate Re- 
folutions, Fejiina lente. —Whatever we do, whither- 
foever we go, may we 'fay with the Pfalmift, 
“ This God is our God, for ever and ever; He 
“ fhall be our Guide even unto Death.”—My 
weak State of Body difpirits my Mind, and ener¬ 
vates my Hand.—Oh ! that I may be ftrong in 
Faith, joyful through Hope, and rooted in Cha¬ 
rity !—And not I only, but my dear Friend, whofe 
I am, 

cordially and inviolably, while 

J. Hervey* 

LETTER LXXXI. 

Dear Sir , Sept. 25, 1755. 

t Lately received a Letter from my very valuable 

Friend Mr. ***, an Extradt of which I here 
tranferibe, as he has made fome juft Remarks on 
Mr. Burnham’ s blameable Behaviour in refuting the 
Help of a Phyfician. —I believe you can anfwer for 
me, that I Ihall never be guilty of that Fault; 
as I think altogether with the wife Son of Sirach , 
that “ the Lotd hath created the Phyfician, and 
“ that fuch are to be regarded for the U fes we may 
“ have of them.—The Lord likewife hath created 
“ Mediciyes out of the Earth, and he that is wife 
‘‘ will n^t abhor them.” Eeclus xxxviii. 

“ F 4 have (fays my Correfpondent) been reading 
il Burnham’s Pious Memorials, as it was publilhed 
Q* 2 “ with 
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“ with a recommendatory Preface by you, in Be- 
“ half of his diftrefled Widow. The dying Be- 
“ haviour of Dr. Andrew Rivet, Page 212, and 
44 Dr. Peter du Moulin, Page 263, charms me 
“ exceedingly.—Every Word has its Weight, 
“ and fhines like a well fet Diamond in a Rina^ 
“ or as Solomon expreffes it, like an Apple of Gold 
“ in a Picture of Silver.—Mr. Burnham was un- 
“ doubtedly an excellent Man ; but He does not 
“ feem to come up to thefe in divine Knowledge. 
44 Methinks I don’t fo well approve of his refufing 
44 the Help of a Physician, Page 431, and the 
44 Slight with which he treated fuch a Propofal.—• 
“ It does indeed {hew, that He lived quite above 
44 the Fear of Death; but at the fame Time it 
“ {hews great IVeakncfs of Mind .—Life and Health 
“ are Mercies in the Efteem of Heaven ; and the 
44 dying Chriftian ought to efteem every Thing as 
“ God efteems it. Suppofe fuch an one defires to 
44 die; yet ftill He ought to ufe every lawful 
44 Means to live, to make the Will of God his own, 
44 and to be willing to continue even out of Hea- 
44 ven, as long as his heavenly Father pleafes.— 
44 The fame Iveaknefs of Mind appears in his defir- 
44 ing his Friends not to pray for his Life, and in 
44 his being firry, that they made fo much ado. 
44 Page 433.—Had he requefted them to pray for 
44 Him importunately, yet in humble Submiffion 
44 to the TVill of God ; and to be fure to acquiefce 
44 in it whether for Life or Death, methinks it had 
44 been better. —An earneft Defire of a fpeedy Dif- 
44 folution has led fome pious Martyrs, and fome 
44 dying Chriftians too, into a Mifiake, which it is 
44 proper to take Notice of, but more proper to 
44 avoid.” 

How do you approve of the followin'^ Method 
in converfing with the Survivors after the £ofs of 
a dear Child, or Friend?—It is merely a Sketch; 

yet 
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yet a due Regularity is preferved by the three Di- 
vifions : And fome of the Heads on each Divifion 
are to be enlarged upon oromitted, and others added 
occafionally.—The Ufe of fuch Sketches may be 
f'een in the Preface to Mr. Richards’s f Hints for 
*v'igious Converfation with the Afflicted ; whofe Plan, 
though fome of his Hints are not fufficiently 
adapted to the Cafe deferibed, I highly approve j as 
itcannot but be ferviccable to every Chriltian, who 
is defuous of entering intofpiritual Difcourfe : And 
more particularly to young Clergymen, who would 
do well to tranferibe, ftudy, and improve thofe 
Hints ; as they are too often at a Eofs how to ex¬ 
hort, admonifh, or comfort, as various Difpofi- 
tipns, and Circumftances require.—When you 
lend me your Opinion, make fuch Alterations as 
occur to you. 

The Conflation. 

It is God’s Will;—who ftill continues many 
Comforts to us.— 

His Will always wife, good, beft. 

We are his Creatures—He has a Right to us, as we 
have to our Cattle or Lands. 

It is the Lord’s doing—this was the Support of Eli , 
Job, Heickiah. 

The Improvement. 

“ For us Men ficken, and for us they die.” (Dr, 
Young’s Night Thoughts .) 

To wean our Hearts from the World. 

To fet our Affections there, where true Joys are 
to be found. 

To excite us with greater Diligence to prepare for 
our owmgreat Change. 

t -This is to be had at Ri-vington’ s (feeond Edition) 
Price 6 d. or 2 l. 2 s. per Hundred. 

0.3 0ur 
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Our cum Preparation. 

The only Preparation is to fecure the Favour of 
Chrift, and an Intcreft in his Merits, by which 
we are pardoned, and juftified. 

A Participation of the Spiiitof Chrift, by wb’.ei£ 
we are made Jit foe Heaven. 

I hope you remember, not without a pleafing 
Mixture of Gratitude and Joy, your divine, yet 
bleeding Lord : I hope you feel a more comfortable 
Trufi, that your Sins are done away through that 
all-atoning Blood; and that you pray with a more 
fteady Faith for that moft blefted Spirit, which 
was fealed to our Enjoyment in the holy Sacrament, 
of which we were fo lately Partakers. 

I delire you will enter into fome fpiritual Con- 
verfation with the Bearer, whom 1 have recom¬ 
mended to you ; you will then fee the more than 
rocky Hardnefs of the human Heart, and the ab- 
folutenecdof Prayer, and almighty Grace, in or¬ 
der to make it fufceptible of faving Impreffions. I 
dare fay you will draw fcveral ufeful Conclufions 
from this Interview, though your Attempts for his 
Benefit, I fear, will prove iheffedtual. 

A Gentleman Yeftcrday told a Story, well at- 
tefted, which you’ll be pleafed to hear, as it fhews 
in a very ftrong Light the ufe of thofe Paflages of 
Scripture, which the unthinking are too apt to 
confider as ufelcfs. A certain Libertine, of a moft 
abandoned Character, happened accidentally to 
ftrole into a Church, where he heard the jifth 
Chapter of Genefn , importing that fo long lived 
fuch and fuch l’trfons, and yet the Conclufton 
was they died. Enos lived 905 Years, ltd he died 
—Seth a 1 a, and he died— Methufelah 969, apd he 
died. The frequent Repetition oF the Worfif, He 
died (notwithftanding the great Length of Years 
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they had lived) (truck him fo deeply with the 
Thought of Death , and Eternity, that it changed 
his whole Frame.—He attended the remaining Part 
of the divine Service with the utmoft Serioufnefs ; 
—went Home and prayed earneftly to God for For- 
■gvvenefs, and the Affiftance of his Holy Spirit;— 
and became from an infamous Libertine, a molt 
exemplary Chriftian.—By th'is Chapter we fee, 
how foon Youth, Health, and all worldly Delights 
mult end: This to a worldly-minded Man, cafts a 
Damp upon all thefe defirable Things; but to a 
Soul acquainted with Chrift, and in Affedlion re¬ 
moved from hence already, no Thought is fo fweet 
as this .—Enos died, Seth died, Mctbufelah died, 
and (bleffed be God for the Privilege of Death) fo 

(hall I_It helps touch to carry us chearfully 

through Wreftlings and Difficulties, through bet¬ 
ter and worfe. We fee the Land of Promile near; 
—we (hall quickly pafs Jordan and be at Home.— 
There will be an End of the many Vexations of 
th is Life ,—an Endoi Sin —an End of Temptations 
—nay anEnd of Prayer itfelf; to which will fucceed, 
new Songs of endlcfs Praifes. Oh let us often refledt 
on what St. Peter advances. “ The End of all 


“ Things is therefore at hand, be ye fober and 
<c watch unto Prayer (1 Pet. iv. 7.) 

I hope you will tuell weigh this,—and introduce 
fpiritval Difcourfe whenever a fair Opportunity 
prefents.—Set your Face as a Flint amongft the 
Great—Eftablilh your Heart as a Roc/c-, and 


let Nothing, Nothing di ve> t you from farthering 
the Intere/l of Chrijl , wherever you yourfclf have 
any Intereft.—it is like plunging into cold Water 
perhaps at firft, but afterwards ccmcs a Glow all 
ovqr you./ Remember what I now fay, Ihould you 
live thirty or forty Years longer, yet when you 
cgoie jo die, take my Word for it you will wife 
you had converfed more on, and for Chrift. 

Q. 4 —‘I an* 
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—I am fatisfied from the facred Oracles, as 
clear as Light, concerning the Origin of Evil. 
And if any one, without having Recourfe to Re¬ 
velation, can fatisfaCtorily folvc that Queftion, 
Erit mihi magnus Apollo .—-My dear Friend, “ let 
“ the Word of Chrifl dwell in us richly.” 

—Thanks for the Ufe of JVarton ’s and PhTsT 
Virgil. All the Syrens fing in his Lines ; but the 
joyful Sound is no where heard. Was the Ear 
of our Soul tuned aright, there vvpuld be more 
Mufrck in this one Sentence from the King of Hea¬ 
ven, “ I have called you Friends,” (John xv. 15.) 
than in all the Iliad, and all the JErieid. 

I am ever and 

affectionately your’s, 

JamesHervey. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


Dear Sir, TVeJlon-Favell, Sept. 20, 1755, 

O U threaten to put my Patience to the Trial, 
-*■ by a very long Letter of feriptural Criticifms. 
I ILall only reply ; Oh that my Patience may fup- 
port all other Trials with the fame Complacency 
and Chearfulrefs, as I am perfuaded it will fup- 
port itfelf under this !—Your Obfervations I 
very much value, and take a Angular Pleafure in 
reading. The Lord Jefus enable you to multiply 
them, and me to profit from them ! and help us 
loth to love his holy Name, ever more and more ! 

1 am entirely of your Opinion with Regard to, 
the Worth, the ineftimable Worth of the prefent 
Life; efpecially when there is a comfo*rable Pro- 
fpedt of being ujeful in our Generation. This 
State affords the only Opportunity of doingX’nod 
to immortal Souls. The Dead ferve pot their 

Lordr 
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Lord in the Work of the Gofpel. The Livings 
the Living only, are intruded with the precious 
Office of turning Sinners from Dprknefs to Light; 
therefore the Living fhould value this diftinguifhcd 
Prerogative at a high Rate.—Perhaps, you think, 
■hat I was the Writer .of Mr. Burnham’s Life.— 
From * Qucflion propofed to me very lately by a 
Clergyman, I fancy, that others think the famef, 
but 1 neither war, the Author, nor do I know the 
Author’s Name. 

I have lent you the third Edition of Theron and 
AJpafto ; you will obferve, that I have made fome 
Alteration in Dialogue xvi; and that I {fill adhere 
to my firft Opinion, with regard to Faith. I afl'ure 
myfelf, you can bear with me, though I fhould 
continue in this particular Point, to vary forr.e- 
what from your way of thinking. I {hall be truly 
glad and thankful, if you will examine me with 
the Rigour of a Critick, and mufter up againft my 
Dodlrine the ftrongeft Objections you can con¬ 
ceive; for I doearneflly wijh, and frequently pray, 
that not any Notion of mine, but the holy Truth 
of God may prevail.—You will alfooblerve, what 
Advantage I have made of your Remark on Vi- 
ir'tnga - Interpretation of Ifa. xxx. 18. 

I fhall expedt your Animadvcrftons on Mr. Mar- 
Jhall with Eagernefs ; and, though he is my Coun- 
iellour, my Comforter, and my Favourite, I truft 
I fhall not be blind to his Faults , nor refufe to fee 
his Mijlakes. May the Wifdom of Heaven guide, 
dire£t, and teach, 

Dear Sir, your affectionate and 

obliged Friend, £2 tc, 

f Mr. IJervey was folicited to write the Preface to 
Burxbum’i Pirns Memorials, whit h he complied with 
as an Ad^oi^Compaflion to the Widow, who thought 
his Nana - alight promote the Sale of the Book for her 
Benefit. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

My dear Friend, Wejion- Favell, Oft. 23, 1755. 
T Have received, and am very- much obliged for 
* y«ur Remarks on Mr. MarJhaH'f, TreaLffe of 
SanSlification* ** . They are truly judicious; and fe- 
vcral of them command my Afll-nt: You will 
wonder to fee, how ftrongly I have recommended 
this Book in the third Volume c f my Tberon and 
Ajpajio, p. 336, of the third Edition. It has been 
eminently bleffed to my own Soul: There is no 
religious Treatife I read, which does me more 
Good. Pray be I'o kind as to execute what you 
propofed—Shew me how Mr. Marjhall'% Method 
may be improved, for I would gladly tread in his 
Steps on this Account, as well as on others, that I 
may have an Opportunity of acknowledging his 
Miftahes, and cautioning my Reader. 

Downame’s + Chrijlian Warfare, againft the De¬ 
vil, the World, and the Fkfh, I will immediately 

endeavour 

* Mr. Tierney's Words are—“ It has beep made 

** one of the moll ufeful Books to my own Heart. I 
“ fcarce ever fail to receive fpintual Confolation and 
“ Strength from the Perufal of it; and, was 1 to be 
“ ban.liv'd into fome defolate Ifland, pofleffed only of 
“ r-ws Books befides my Bible, this Ihould be one of 
»« the two; perhaps the firfi I would choofe.” 

f Doit- name’s Chrijlian Warfare, was recommended to 
Mr. pfervey by one of the molt learned Men of the 
prefent Age in thefe Words :—“ It was firfi publilhed 
“ in Queen Eiizaheth’s Time, but mine is the fourth 
•* Edition, printed in 163*.—I think it one of the 
«* heft Pieces of practical Divinity exttN^t; and I be- 
*« lieve vou will fay of it, as David did oifGdiath's 
“ Sword, There is none like it. His LanghiQj* 1 ‘‘ as 
“ pure as h.s Dodrine ; efpecially when we conlkier 

“ the 
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endeavour to procure. I Ihould be glad, if you 
would pointout other excellent Books. I am fome- 
timesatked to give a Friend or a Student a Cata¬ 
logue of the moil excellent Authors (particularly 
of religious Authors f.) To do this, feems to be 
' a valmblc Piece of Service, efpccially as it is fo un- 
happil \\egli£ied by the Conductors of our youth¬ 
ful Studies. 

Your laft Paragraph is particularly kind and 
obliging : But, however, your Benevolence may 
regard and reprefent it, 1 fhall always efkem and 
acknowledge itas a fingular Favour to receive your 
critical Obfervations. In which, as in the Threads 
made of Silk and Gold, there is always a moil 
agreeable Mixture of Learning and Devotion. 

<l the Time it was written ; and He ufes every Term 
“ fo properly, that Jobnfon iti hi-s Enslijh Didlionary 
“ might very well have appealed to his Authority.— 
“ He is as clear as the Sun ; and no Reader, who 
“ gives any Attention to what he reads, can poflibly 
" miilake him.—Tis mucii to be wiihed this valu- 
“ able Book was reprinted.” See Mr. Hervey' s Re¬ 
marks on the reprinting Authors of the lail Century, 
Page 126 of this Volume. 

f Mr. Hewey a little before he died, had began to 
digeil a Catalogue of this Kind, ranged under differ¬ 
ent Heads, giving a ihort Character, and Ihewing the 
diilinguiihing Excellency, and particular Ufe of each 
Author ; which Catalogue He propofed to have pub- 
liihed in a fiparatc Piece.—This Defign of bis might, 
in fome Meafure, be fupplied, if Jijs Sentiments on 
all the Books mentioned in the Courfe of his Writings 
were ex trailed (the Page from whence taken being no¬ 
ticed) and printed in the J'amc Size as his other Works, 
in an Eighteen-Penny Pamphlet: The Reader might 
then fee at one View every Thing, that Mr. Hervey 
has wrot^c/" tfiis Kind ; and, by the Help of an Index 
atjthftd&afb, might immediately refer to the Charafter 
cf each Author. 

Pray 



C 136 ] 

Pray what do you apprehend to be the Meaning 
of St. Paul? x Cor. ix. 26. «* ah?.®-- Dr. Dod¬ 

dridge tranflates the Paflage thus : “ Not as one 
“ who is to pafs undiftiriguilhed.” In the fame 
Chapter, Verfc 23, another Difficulty occurs, i>* 
•tiixoiwn®' aura yiya.fj.xi .——I Cor. xii. 3^* Tet 

%afiouala ra r.pulnta. Dr. Doddridge understands as 
a Reprchenfion,notasan Encouragement. He tranf¬ 
lates the Words, “ Ye contend earneftly about 
“ the beft Gifts;” and interprets the Claufe, 
“ envying, and it may be, detracting from the fu- 
“ peri or Endowments of others.” Is this right? 
Sec Chap. xiv. 1.—I am at fomeLofs to make out 
the Propriety of To xa6’ v/*v» Col. ii. 14. 

How is the Hand-writing of Ordinances faid to 
be contrary to us ? The ceremonial Law, which, I 
fuppofe is meant by hyuam, was not contrary to, 
but promotive of the Comfort and Peace of the 
jewijh Worfliippers. The moral Law indeed 
jpoke Terror, and nothing but Terror to impo¬ 
tent Man : But the Law of Sacrifices and Wafh- 
ings brought the glad Tidings of Atonement and 
Purification, which mult be very confolatory. 
What is the precife Signification of ilaXin}'*?, r,pxtt 
©(««>««« ? Do they refer to any Ufages, cufto- 
mary and current in thofe Times ? 

Let me now fubmit to your Examination a very 
lingular Criticifm or two of Father Houbigant’ s, 
on Ifaiah ii. 22. He fays, “ Non dubitamus, quin 
“ fuerit olim feriptum, ion aw noaa *3, Nam altitu- 
** dinem flatu dejicit. Homo, cujus fpiritus eft 
“ in naribus ejus, eft ipfe filius hominis, Meffias, 
“ de quo in toto hoc capite vaticinatur Jefaias. 
“ Quern Meffiam Judaei, nifi violare timent, mo- 
“ net eos non impune laturos. Quia Meiffias : 
'* homo fa&us, volvit naribus ventos &4ejpipefta- 
“ tes, quihus ipforum & urbem & remf)’^*™'? 
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** fit everfurus.” Again* Chap* iii. 10. lie fays, 
P'-nrncNj “ Plerique, poft vulgatum, dicite jufto, 
“ qua interpretatione peccant dupliciter. Nam i. 
“ legitur pnir juftus vel. juftum, non p'-rvb jufto. 
“ 2. Parum ad rem terribilibus minis, qute antt- 
: -ceflerunt & quae fequuntur, interferitur iftc 
“ fernin ad juftum habitus. Nobis fatis eft nu* 
“ pro non. Nempeerat futurum, ut Judati juftum 
“ ligarent, Romanifque vinftum traderent.”— 
His Verfion is, “ AHigant juftum, quia bonus 
“ eft,”—You will begin to think, that our Au¬ 
thor is extremely fond of the fpiritUal Sen ft, and 
delirous to find Chriji , or Chri/iian Sentiments in 
every Place : But he is feldem (however it has hap¬ 
pened in the aforecited Texts) liable to err on this 
Side of the Qtieftion. Hear what he remarks on 
Ifaiah xxxiii. 24. vw lerna att^n oyn Trbn “ Agitur 
“ pra;da exercitus Aflyriorum, poft eorum fugatn, 
“ dividenda inter eos, qui vicinis in locis habi- 
“ tant. Nihil ad earn praedam iniquitas: nihil 
“ etiam ad antedi&a, qui habitat in ea. Nam ea, 
“ de qud habitatione dicatur, nefeitur. Nihil de- 
“ nique ad rem >n>bn, aegcr fum. Non promiferat 
“ Deus, nullos fore in regione aegrocos, aut in 
“ leflo jacentes turn, cum dividenda eflet praeda. 
“ Sed omnia plana & commoda erunt, fi pro \irbn, 
“ legas -rrba, prohibitus fum; fi pro na, 03 in 
“ eis, fi denique pro py» legas ny praedam fuam, 
“ kuo os aiv>n 01m wba i3u> -\ok* bavty. Non diett vici- 
“ nus, prohibitus fum; populusqui habitabit apud 
“ eos, toilet praedam fuam. Quibus Verbis pra- 
“ nunciatur, praedam de Affyriis fore tantam, ut 
“ omnes licentiam habituri fint prsedandi, & ab* 
“ ducendi domum praedas fuas.” 

“ Hof vi. 3. nym, de cognofeamus. Parum 
“ conimodf cognofcamus, ubi fequitur, & perfe- 
“ quanf^j cognitionem. Propterea non dubita- 
‘(THTusI quin Ofec feripferit mirm, & conveniamus, 

* “ ut 
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“ ut deinde apte veniat, & fcquamur, five curra- 
“ mas ad cognofcendum Dominum.” The next 
Verfc he thus tranflates : “ Quid faciam tibi, 
“ Ephraim, quid faciam tibi, Juda, ut adfit vobis 
“ Mifericordia, velut matutina nubes. Si ut res 
“ qui mane e/Funditur ? Certe ego, quod vo'ui, 
“ feci Prophetis tuis ; intcrfeci eos per VfiSa Oris 
“ mei, Si ex judiciisde te meis Lux orietur.” He 
changes TCj’n into *njrsn. 

I was not a little puzzled about Jer. xviii. 14, 
Lioubigant, accoiding to his Cuftom, firft alters, 
then interprets; thus he would read the Paflagc: 
»&n D-tp. cv 3 wiM’ ok .pia 1 ; -ryn atm dwi. “ All 
“ deferit calx Pretram, vel nix Libanum l An re- 
“ linquunt aqure fcaturientes defluxus curren- 
“ tium aquarum ?” 

When you haveLeifure and Inclination for cri¬ 
tical Studies, i fliall be greatly obliged for your 
Opinion on thefe Points; as 1 am for your very 
friendly and very folid Defence of me in the Lon¬ 
don Magazine. —May the King of Saints profper 
the Works of your Pen, and return the Adis of 
your Kindnefs into your own Bofom!—Let me 
once more beg of you to direct me to the moll im¬ 
proving Books, you have met with. No longer 
ago than Ycllerday, a young Clergyman, whom I 
had never feen before, made me a Vifit, and at¬ 
tended a Ledlure which I gave my Parilh in Wes¬ 
ton Church on a Wednesday Evening, at Seven 
o’Clock. An amiable Gentleman truly ! He feems 
mighty well inclined; wonders, that his Brethren 
don’t make edifying Subjedls, fuch as Juftifica- 
tion and Sandlification, the favourite Topicks of 
their Difcourfe. Now I don’t know, what more 
fubftantial Service I could do fuch a Perfon, than 
to recommend to his Study fome proper 'Books. 
The Tidings therefore of a judicious t /an gelical 
Author With a little Sketch of his Charaoer £<’d 

dill in- 



t a 39 J 

diftinguiffiing Excellency, might be a BleiTmg to 
others , and a JBleffing to myfclf. A Favour, a wel¬ 
come Favour, I am very fare, it would be to. 

Dear Sir, your much obliged, 

and truly affc&ionate Friend, bfc. 

James.Hervey- 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

My dear Friend , Wrfion-Favell , ZVr. 13, 1755. 

T Received your laft valuable Favour in due Time. 

1 fliould have made my Acknowledgments fuoner, 
but I fluid to get the enclofed little Pamphlet f, 
which I want much to have you perule, and to 
have your Opinion concerning it. There feems 
to me, to be much good Senfe and folid Argu¬ 
ment, much more than I apprehend, could have 
been produced on the Occafton.—I read your Rt~ 

f We are obliged to Mr. Hervry’s Correfpondent 
for the following explanatory Note and Remark, viz. 
“ This was a little Pamphlet on the Marks and Evidences 
“ of Faith, wrote by one Cud-worth of Norwich, on 
“ the Antinomian Side of the Quellion ; 1 wrote Mr. 
“ Hervey along Anfwcr to this little Piece which in one 
“ of his Letters tome he calls, My mofi majlcrly Piece of 
“ Controverfy. —I don’t know but it may be proper to 
“ take Notice here, that Mr. Her-vey was of fogenerous 
“ a Temper, that where he thought an Author wrote' 
“ fenfibly, he would commend him, though he by 
“ no Pdeans approved of his Sentiments; having no, 
“ i’l Defigns himfelf, he fometimes did not fufficiently 
“ guard againtt the ill Defigns of others. Of this 
“ his Letters to Cud-worth are an Evidence: There I 
“ thihk he Jksould not have been fo open. We mult 
“ bewdrevbf Men: and be wife as Serpents, as well as 

• h-dfmefs as Doves," 

marks 



I? 240 ] 

marks with great Attention; and I humbly trurt 
that God will execute the Office, and accompliflt 
the Blejftng mentioned in the Portion of Scripture, 
which gave a Relifti to our Breakfaft this Morn¬ 
ing. 

r.]>i mu listen. Pfalm xciv. 10. 

♦ 

I read the Paffage in a fmall Hebrew Bible with- 
OutPoints} and the fiift Word of the Verfe feemed 
to me, not wn, but non, which, in my Opinion, 
yields the belt Senfe: He that made, upholds, ejla- 
blijhes the Nations, &c. I have confulted Houbi- 
gant, but he makes no Alteration. 

Indeed we have Need of divine Teaching.* 
Amidft the Variety of Opinions, which ever did, 
and perhaps ever will fubfift in our imperfeCl 
State, He only, who is the wonderful Counfellor, 
poflefles the unerring Clue.—A Letter from Dum- 
ferline in Scotland , received by the laft Poll, and 
written by a Stranger, informs me, that, upon the 
DoCtrine of Sanctification, there is a Standard- 
Book ; and this Standard-Book, he adds, is Mar- 
Jhall’sGofpel Myjlery. —Mr. Mofes Browne tells me, 
he is publilhing a little Piece of Poetry, intitled 
Percy Lodge , the Duke of Somerfet 's Seat, wrote 
at the Defire of the late Duke and Duchefs in the 
Yea* 1749. Had they lived, poor Browne would 
have met with the Encouragement He deferves. 
They loved Him, and fully intended to have ferved 
Him. When it makes its Appearance, I will de¬ 
fire you to accept of a Copy. 

I am, &c. 

James Her..vey. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Dear Sir, Weflon-Favell, March 3, 1756. 

>N a preceding Letter, I begged your Solution of 
fome fcriptural Difficulties. As you always 
ufed even to prevent my Expectations, in a frets 
and fpeedy Communication of your valuable Sen¬ 
timents ; and, as 1 have not enjoyed that Pleafure 
for a long Seafon, l am under fome Apprehen- 
ftons, that either you are viftted with Sicknefs, or 
my Difpatches have met with a Mifcarriage. I 
hope, after the Receipt of this, you will find fome 
Way to relieve me from my Perplexity. 

Reading Yefterday, Exod. xiv. methought there 
was fome Appearance of Tautology in Verfe 7, 
Heb. if in either of the Claufes we might ren¬ 
der the Word 221 by Horfevnen, this feeming Im¬ 
propriety would be avoided. It would alfo more 
exadtly agree with D'lsnsn asa in the 28th Verfe.—• 
Is not our Method of tranfiating Verfe 20, fome- 
what forced, and hardly rcconcileable with the 
Genius of the Original Language? 

Hcib. iii. 5. aaa -p- vaS This Sentence alfo etn- 
b)rralTed me a little. How does it, astranflated in 
the Englijh Bible, agree with the Hiftory ? Is there 
any Account or any Hint, that the Peftilence 
went before the Lord, when he defeended on Mount 
Sinai? There went indeed a wonderful Word, 
^31 to ^.ar*axof/Et>oy uv . —Docs this Paflagc 

refer to the Plagues infiidfed on the lfraelites, for 
their Murmuring and Rebellion ? I think not, be- 
caufe the (i.ered Hymn appears calculated for the 
Encouragement of the People, whereas this Cir- 
cumftance frould rather deprels their Spirits. Does 
ityjjqi.^t tet the Plagues and the Vengeance exe- 
A-vted on the Egyptians? This, I believe, is mod 
Vol. II. R probable, 
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probable, and perhaps, affords us the true Mean¬ 
ing of the Paflage.-—Pray, favour me, if you have 
Health and Leiture, with your Opinion, which, l 
affure you, is highly valued, and always thankfully 
received by, 

Dear Sir, 

your obliged, and 
affectionate Friend, tsfe. 

James Hervey. 

What precedes was written before the Receipt 
of your laft. 

I thank you, dear Sir, for your Letter, and thank 
you doubly, becaufe it is long. I received it on 
coming from my Wednesday's Evening Lecture 
—have read one Sheet, and entered upon the fe- 
cond, but am now called down to Family Prayer. 
—-I fhall add no more, only let me defire you to 
favour me with the Criticifms you mention. I 
befeech the bleffed God to eftablilh your Health 
and prolong your Life, that you may enrich me , 
and others with many of your Letters, and much of 
your Knowledge. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 

My dear Friend , Saturday Adorn. 

T Congratulate you on the Acceptance of your 

little Tract, and the uncommon Demand for itf. 
Jneji fua Gratia Parvis , is a Maxim of more Wif- 
dom and Weight than we eafily apprehend.—May 
the Blelfing of our Lord Jefus Chrift accompany 

it, always and in all Places !—I muff defire you to 

• 

f Dr. Stonhou/e's Friendly Advice to m Patient, and 
SireQiont for the \Jninflruiled . 


cxcuie' 
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cxcufe my waiting upon you. The Seafon is fo 
rigorous, I am afraid to flir abroad. I queftion, 
whether I fhall have Courage to venture to Col- 
lingtree To-morrow, You know I am one of the 
Snail-kind, both in Travelling, Reading, and 
Writing. My Thanks to Mr. Fenwick ; I have 
juR-peeped upon his + Work: 1 fear it will be 
thought by the World, too finely fpun,—You 
once afked my Opinion concerning Dr. Grey' s laft 
Words of David divided according to the Metre. 
I had not then read it with due Attention: I lately 
perufed it very carefully, and am charmed with 
the Importance of his Correction and the Beauty 
of the Paflage, as it Rands amended by that judi¬ 
cious Critick. Though I mufi own, I don’t ad¬ 
mire the Alteration fuggefted by Bifliop Sherlock , 
in his Letter to Dr. Grey, “ A Sun fhall rife as 
“ the Morning,” feems to have very little Spirit, 
and lefs Propriety : Is it not bordering upon Idem J 
per Idem? What is the Morning, but the rifing of 
the Sun ? Afk our accurate Friend’s Opinion. If 

f Thoughts on the Hebrew Titles of the Pfalms, en¬ 
deavouring to difeover their Meaning, and point out 
their Ufe. Price i s. 6d. 

J Bithop Sherlock fays, (fee Page 23, of Dr.’ Grey's 
laft Words of David,) In the companion rpa tik 3 ce-or 
boker, 13 c, which you render, Sicut Lux matutina , 
wienie Sole; it would ftrike me more to read orietur 
Sol. —The Senfe then would be (taking the Sun to be 
an Image, or Charafter of the just One.) This 
Sun fhall be like the kind gentle Light of the Morn¬ 
ing, free from Clouds, and when the Earth, refrefhed 
by kind Showers, is putting forth frefh Verdure.— 
The Paflage is beautiful, and gives an Idea of a Sun 
that never fcorcBfes, butyls ever gentle, and fhining 
with a genial Heat: A S Vtt with Healing under 
at'i $L'ncs. 
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the other f Paflages of Scripture, mentioned by 
Dr. Grey in the Frofit of this little Piece, as what 
he foon intends to publilh, as are valuably reftored 
and as elegantly interpreted as this, the Suppref- 
fion of them will be a great Lofs.—I will, on 
your Encouragement, go on with my Book in my 
piddling Way. Happy if my own Heart mJy be 
impreflld with the evangelical Truths, even tho’ 
they Ihould reach, as handled by this Pen, no 
farther.—I had like to have forgot Mr. ***’s 
Letter: And if I had forgot it, you might juftly 
wonder at my Stupidity. What a Man is lie! 
Surely the Age does not produce a more genuine 
Copy of his divine Matter. What a Letter has 

f Thcfc Paffhges are intitled. The Voice of the fused 
Singers of lfrae). 

Being, 

The Song of Ifaiah, 
Chap. v. 

The Prayer of Habl/a- 
kuk. Chap. iii. 

The Prophecy of Ba¬ 
laam, Numb, xxiii. 
The Lamentation of Da¬ 
vid over Saul and 
Jonathan, 2 Sam. i. 
The iaft Words of David, 

2 Sam. xxiii. 

The Prayer of IV.nnab, 

1 Sam. ii. 

With other poetical Parts of the Old Teftament, 
divided according to the Metre.—To which will be 
added. Notes ciideal and explanatory, ferving both to 
reftore the Text, and to give Light to many Parts of 
it hitherto obfeured. The Book of Job thus divided, 
with the Sopg of Mofes, Deut. xxxiii. Dr. v Grey has 
already pubfilhed, Price 7 s. 6d. printed for Auften, in 
Nevjg'ate-Strcct, London: As likewife. An eaffMctluifc 
of. teaming Hebrew without^ointJ, Price 6 1, 


The Book of Lamenta¬ 
tions. 

The Canticles, or Song 
of Songs. 

The Blefiing of Jacob, 
Gen. xlix. 

The 'Bleiiing of Mofes, 
Deut. xxxiii. 

The Song of Mofes, 
Excd. xv. 

The Song of Deborah, 
Judg. v. 
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He wrote! what Dignity of Sentiment! what 
tri^e Greatnefs of Soul! what Opennefs of Heart! 
wnat Boldnefs of Speech, and Juftnefs of Reproof, 
fweetened with what Love! tempered with what 
Humility! How I love the excellent Man ! was 
‘not your Soul afhamed, while you read it?—and 
did nbt your Heart burn within you, as the Dif- 
ciplcs did when talking with Chrift in their Way 
to Emmaus ? 

I am really afraid to read Spenfer’s Fairy Qi/een. 
He is, in Fancy fuperior, perhaps, to every Poet, 
yet fo lufeious in fome of his Rcprefentations, 
which I have cafually dipped upon, that it is im- 
poffible, for me atleaft, to advert to them, without 
catching Contagion. His Pictures of this Sort, 
are drawn with a good Defign. He makes his 
Heroes, Vitlors of the foft Allurements. But, I 
believe, few Minds are fo cafe-hardened againft 
fenfual Pleafure, as not to receive difadvantageous 
Impreffions. 1 am, therefore, determined never to 
look into it again; never to gather the Honey of 
Poetry from the Briars of Contamination. “ Flee 
“ Temptation,” is the Advice of an infpired 
Apoftle; and I will pay the due Regard to it. I 
am;dear Sir, with great RefpcCt, your moll obliged, 
and very affectionate Servant, 

J. Hervey. 


LETTER LXXXVII, 

Dear Sir , Wejlon-Favell , April 5, 1750. 

W HEN you meditate on Hojea iv. 6 and 7. 

[namely, my Peopie are deftroyed for Lack 
of Knowledge; becaufe thou haft rejected Know¬ 
ledge I-toill alfo rejeCt Thee, that thou ihalt be no 

rPri*.A tr\ mo • {V»£»irtfT 
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dreij : As they were increafed, fo they finned againft 
me, therefore will I change their Glory into 
Shame.]— When I fay you mtdiiaU on this terri¬ 
fying Text, compare it with Ilofea xi. 8 and 9 — 
xiii. 9 and 12.—xiv. 1 and 2. [namely. How fhall 
I give thee up, Ephraim ? How fihall 1 deliver.thee, 
Ifrael? How (hall I make thee as Admah ? How 
Ihall I fet thee as Zeloim ? Mine Heart is turned 
within me, my Repentings are kindled together. 
I will not execute the Ficrcenefs of mine Anger, 
I will not return to dellroy Ephraim ; for I am 
God and not Man, the holy one in the Midft of 
thee, Hofca xi. 8 and 9.] 

In the next Paflage Chrift fhews the only Reme¬ 
dy for our Mifery [namely, O Ifrael, thou haft de- 
ftroyed thyfef, but in ME is thine Help.—The Ini¬ 
quity of Ephraim is bound up; his Sin is hid, 
Hof. xiii. 9 and 12.] 

In the lajl Paflage is preferibed the Method of 
applying the Remedy to your own Soul [namely, 
O Ifrael , return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
haft fallen by thine Iniquity.—Take with you 
Words, and turn to the Lord and fay unto him, 
take away all Iniquity, and receive rs gracioufly, 
fo will we render the Calves of our Lips (or fpiri- 
tual Sacrifices of the Heart, not Calves' With Horns 
and Hoofs) Hofea xiv. 1 and 2.1 

Pray take thefe Texts into frequent Confidera- 
tion, or elfe you will do a threefold Injury, 
viz. to the divine Mercies,—to the Redeemer’s 
Merits,—to your own Comfort. 

Be it that Guilt is great:—Yet is it boundiefs ? 
Is jt infinite, like the Kindnefs of God through 
Chrift ? —Reraeirlber what Meffage our Lord feiit 
to Peter after his Fall; what Offers he mpde at 
Verufalem, after it had murdered the Plxnce of 
reap; how eminently ufeful and happy he mad(^ 

David, 
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David, after the Commiffion of f enormous Crimes. 
■—He is the fame gr.xious, long-fuffering, Sin-for¬ 
giving God, to Day, Yefterday, and for ever. 

Beware, dear Sir, that you add not Unbelief (tile 
grcatejl of Sins, the mojl provoking of Sins, the 
mojl dejlruflive of Sins,) to all your other Offences. 
—We have trampled upon the divine Laws, and 
defiled our own Souls; but let us not charge th’e 
divine Declarations with Falshood, let us not 
make our God a Liar.—I am Cure God loves you, 
and Chrift intercedes for you : Elfe whence this 
Searching of your Heart, this Acknowledgment 

f The celebrated Dr. Delany in his very entertain, 
ing Work, intiled the Hijlorical Account of the Life and 
Reign of David, has this Reflection. 

Happy for Mankind, that there is fuch an Inftance 
an autheotick Inftance) of falling Virtue and recover¬ 
ing Guilt!—An Inftance fo fitted to mortify the Vani¬ 
ty of Virtue, and the Merit of exalted 1 ’icty, and to 
raife the Power and Price of humble Penitence ; to 
abate the Pride of Self-fufficiency, and fupport the 
Hope of Frailty. Who can confide in his own 
Strength, when, he fees a David fallen? And who 
can defpair cf divine Mercy, when he fees him for¬ 
given ? Sad Triumph of Sin overall, which is great 
and excellent in Man ! Glorious Triumph of Repent- 
auce, over all which is fhimeful and dreadful in 
Sin.—Millions have fallen, have finned as David*; 
but •who ever repented and recovered like Him !— 
Revolve his whole Life before the Affair of Uriah! It 
is almoft one Train of a wife, generous, pious, and 
valiant Conduit! Revolve his ’whole Life from the 
Hour of this Guilt, and you will find it little elfe than 
one Train of Humiliation and Repentance before God; 
and this too, even after the Affurance of Pardon, from 
the'Moitth of God himfelf by his Prophet Nathan'; 
whicK :* the higheft Proof of a refined Piety, and mc. 
alted Virtue, 
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of Guilt, this Self-Condemnation, and Thirfl af¬ 
ter pardoning and fan&ifying Grace ? 

Another Proof to me, a very evident and preg¬ 
nant Proof, that the bleffed God has a very ten¬ 
der, and particular Concern for your eternal Wel¬ 
fare, is, his difconcerting your Schemes; than 
which Nothing, I think, could be more effectually 
calculated, to waft you along the fmooth Stream 
of Infenfibility, and Pleafure, into the Pit of Per¬ 
dition. 

Let this, though a Thorn in the Flefh, be a To¬ 
ken for Good.—He, who has begun to refeue you, 
will accmplijh his gracious Purpofe.—Ere long, I 
truft this new Song will be put into your Mouth, 
“ The Snare is broken and I am delivered.” ( Pfalm 
exxiv. 7.) Be of good Comfort, dear Sir, for with 
“ the Lord there is Mercy and plenteous Redemp- 
**' tion.” (exxx. 7.) 

Read by Way of Confolation Manajph’s Humi¬ 
liation. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.)—And fee like- 
wife God’s gracious Dealings, even with Rehoboam 
himfelf. (2 Chron. xii. 6, 7.) 

Don’t indulge dispiriting Ideas;—or have hard 
Thoughts of the God of everlafting Compaffion : 
Oh how weak is our Faith !—Read and ftudy well 
that excellent and comfortable little TraCt, Libo- 
rius f Zimmermannus, De Eminentia Cognitionis 
Cbrijli. —Converfe with fame experienced Chriftians; 
and remember what our blefled Saviour has pro- 
mifed, “ Where two or three arc gathered together 
“ in my Name, there am I in the Midft of them.” 
—We never make any Doubt but our Friends (ef- 
pecially Uf they be the diftinzuilhed Servants of 
Jefu's) will ft'" ‘ ■ ~ ■* 

(die upon us, 
thet the divin 
Word, 

t See Page 42 of the firft Vdhtme, 

I am. 


ml their rromifes, yet we queition 
fie upon us for our Unbelief whe- 
Majler himfelf will accomglilh his 
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I am, dear Sir, with much Efteem, and with 
much Concern, for your prefent and eternal Wel¬ 
fare, 

your’s, very fincerely, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Dear 

r T' 1 HIS Letter will come to your Hands, as the 
Bleffings of the everlafting Gofpel are offered 
to our Souls, without Money and without Price. 

Be under no Concern about the Report you men¬ 
tion : It gives me not one Moment’s Uneafmejs: 
We have adted, I truft, as faithful Stewards of our 
Mafter in Heaven ; and if He approves, how very, 
infignificant is the Cenfure of Men! And what— 
ah what is a little Mifreprefentation, or a- few 
Lalhes from tattling Tongues, compared with 
thofe cruel Mockings, which our divine and dying 
Redeemer bore! 

You are, I find, as I too often am, in poor Pe~ 
ter' s Condition, when our Lord addreffed him, with 
that tender Rebuke, O thou of little Faith, where¬ 
fore didft thou doubt? —Wherefore indeed do we 
dnubt ? Is he not an all-fufficient Saviour ? is not 
his Death a complete Atonement, fufficient to take 
away the Sins of a whole World ?—Is not his 
Righteoufnefs a perfeft Righteoufnefs, able to juf- 
tify the moji Ungodly? —Does not his Godhead.im¬ 
part an infinite Dignity to both? rendering them 
more powerful to fave, than Millions, unrium- 
bered.Millions of Sins are to deftroy? . 

Is ho not a willing Saviour ?—How willing was 
ffofeph to’ give the Good of the Land of lgyp! to 
his aged Father?—How willing was Jonaibaq, t£ : 

f#r&4 
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fcreen his beloved David from Saul's Wrath ?— 
How willing is an indulgent Parent, to deal out I 
Bread to his hungry Child ? Equally willing , abun¬ 
dantly more willing is Chrift to give Himjelf to our i 
Souls, to reconcile us to his almighty Father, to ft 
us for his Kingdom, and to take us to his # Glory. 
—A Parent does not cnufe to die for his Child :— 
'Jonathan never fpilt his Blood for David ;—nor 
did Jofcph lay down his Life for the good old Man 
Jacob. But tnis, all this, the Lord Jcfus Chrift 
freely undertook, freely underwent for us. What 
could he do more to allure us of his Love? —Let 
us contemplate the Story of his bitter, bitter Paf- 
fion. Let us view Him proftrate in an Agony of 
Sorrow, on the cold Ground; extended, with 
racking Torture, on the accurfed Tree} laid ail 
pale and mangled with Wounds, in the gloomy 
'Sepulchre; and furedy we fhal! have a llrongcr 
Proof of Chrift’s JViHingnefs to fave us, than the 
Tdtimony of ten thouiand Minijlers preaching on 
Earth, or of ten thoufand Angels fpeaking from 
Heaven. 

Is he is not a faithful Saviour? Having loved 
bis own, he loveth them even unto the End. 
As his Eyes never (lumber, nor deep, fo bis 
Care for his People is never intermitted: Me has 
written their Names on the Palms of his Hands, 
and their eternal Ir.terefts arc ever before Him : 
He will never, never leave , nor forfake them : No, 
not in any Circumftance, nor on any Account. 
They are his peculiar Treafure, and the Ranfom 
of his own dear Life) they are the Recompence 
for all h's Sufferings, and are to be the Jewels in 
his Mediatorial Crown; they therefore fhall never 
perifh, neither fhall they pluck them out bf his 
Hand.—Neither Life, nor Death, nor Things 
frefent, nor Things to come, fhall be able tu jepa- 
rftte them from his Love, from his Bofom, from 
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his Heart.—Happy art thou, O Jfratl! who 
like unto thee, O People, faved by the Lord ' who 
the Shield of thy Help, and the Sword of thy 
^Excellency. The eternal God is thy Refuge, 
;iqd underneath aie the everlafting Arms; finely 
then thou mayft dwell in Safety. ( Deut . xXxiii. 
27, i 3 c.) 

Are we unworthy Sinners ? We readily own it; 
and oh ! that we may deeply feel it! But did not 
Chrift chufe to converfe with Publicans and Sin¬ 
ners ? Did He not come to feek, and to fave that, 
which was loji? —The fame Spirit, which actuated 
him on Earth, He retains now he is exalted into 
Heaven: Let not therefore our deplorable Vik- 
nel’s be our Hindrance, but our Incitement to ap¬ 
ply to the ever-gracious Friend of Sinners.—In¬ 
deed, if we were not Sinners, we Ihould not be 
proper Objefls for the Saviour. They, who are 
whole need not a Phyfician , but they who are fid ; 
for fuch he made his Soul an Offering, and for 
inch he brought in everlafting Righteoufnefs: He 
makes Interceflion, not for the Righteous, but fol- 
Tranfgreflbrs ; and thofe, who are afar off, in Re¬ 
bellion and Apoftacy, are brought nigh ;—nigh to 
God, and Home to Heaven, by the Blood of Chrift. 

May thefe Conftderations link into our Hearts ; 
and be made the Seed of a lively, growing, and 
joyful Faith !—And may the Lord direft us Loth, 
(as we both groan in this Tabernacle, and are bur¬ 
dened) into the Love of God, and the patier.t Wait¬ 
ing for of Jefus ! when this languilhing, this cof- 
ruptible Body will lie down in Peace, and r- ft in, 
Hope; and the Soul, delivered from every Confliift, 
cleanfed from every Stain, will be for evci, ever 
with Ihe Lord.—Amen and Amen, fays 
your’s, &c. 

James Hervev. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

7 a Richard Nafli, Efq ; Majler of the Ceremonies at { 
Bath. 


Sir, 

r F' HIS comes from your fincerc Friend, and one, 
• • who has your beft Intereft deeply at Heart: It 
comes on a Delign altogether important, and of 
no lefs Confequence than your everlafting Happi- 
nefs : So that it may juftly challenge your careful 
Regard.—it is not to upbraid, or reproach, much 
lefs to triumph and infuit over your Mifcondudt. 
No! It is pure Benevolence, and difmterefted 
Good-will, which prompts me to write : So that, 
1 hope, I Ihall not raife your Refentment.—How¬ 
ever, be the lffue what it will, I cannot bear to 
fee You walk in the Paths, which lead to Death, 
without warning You of your Danger; without 
founding in your Ears that awful Admonition, 
“ Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Ways and live; 
“ for why will Yc die ?” (See Ezrk. xxxiii. ii.) I 
beg of you to confidcr, whether You do not in fome 
Meafure rel’emble thofe accurfed Children of Eli, 
whom, though they were famous in the Congrega¬ 
tion, and Men of Renown, yet Vengeance fuffered 
not to live, (i Sam. iii. 13.) For my Part, I may 
fafely ufe the Expoftulation of the old Prielf, 
“ Why do Ye fuch Things? I hear of your evil 
“ Dealings by all the People: Nay, my Brother, 
“ for it is no good Report that I hear ; You make 
“ the Lord’s People to tranfgrefs.”—I have long 
obferved and pitied You; andamoft melancholy 
Spe&acle 1 lately beheld, made me refolve to eaution 
You; “ left You alfocome into the fame Condem- 
** nation.”— 


I was 
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I was not long fince called to vifit a Gentleman, 
pne of the moft robuft of Body, and of the gayeft 
temper I ever knew; but when I viftted him. 
Oh! how was the Glory departed from him! I 
)ound him no more that fprightly, fparkling, and 
vivacious Perfon He ufed to be ; but languilhing, 
pining away, and withering, under the chaftifing 
Hand of God ! his Limbs feeble, and trembling ; 
his Countenance forlorn and ghaftlv; halting; 
apace to the Dull, to lodge in the ftlent Grave, 
that Land of Darknefs and Defolation ; his Soul 
juft going to God, who gave it; preparing itfelf 
to wing away to its long Home; to emer upon an 
unchangeable and eternal State.—When I was 
come up into his Chamber, and feated on his Bed, 
he firft call a moft wilhful Look upon me, and 
then began, as well as he was able, to fpeak : “ Oh! 
“ fays He, that I had been more wife; that I had' 
“ known this; that I had confidcred my latte^i 
“ End! ( Deut . xxxii. 29.) Oh ! Mr. Hervey, Death.C. 
“ is knocking at my Door; in a few Hours.more 
“ I {hall draw my laft Gafp, and then Ju'djgrnfe^.; 
“ the moft tremendous Judgment, is the' 

“ that I look for.—How lhall I appear, unprt-- 
“ pared, as I am, before the alHknowing and ora- 
“ nipotent God ? How fliall I etidure the Day of 
“ his Coming?” 1 alked him among other Quel- 
tions, what He thought of true Holinefs, which 
He had formerly fo much flighted. “ Oh, replied 
“ He, with an hafty Eagernefs, moft highly I value 
“ it! 1 would gladly part with all my Eftatc, or a 
“ World, to obtain it.—Now my benighted Eyes 
“ are enlightened, ‘ I clearly difeern the Things 
“ that are excellent.’ Oh ! what is there in the 
** Plape, whither I am going, but God ? or what 
“ is there to be defired on Earth, but Religion ?” 
V“ But what would you do. Sir, Laid I, “ if God 
“ .lhouTd reftore you to Health ?” “ Do! I call 

“ Heaven 
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41 tren and Earth to witnefs, I would labour for 
“ Holinefs, as I fhall foon labour for Life : A r i 
“ for Riches and Pleafures, and the ApplauMf 
“ of Men, I account them as Drofs and Dung , 
“ no more to my Happincfs, than that FeathdS- 
“ which accidentally lies on the Floor.—If the 
“ righteous Judge would try me, in what a Spirit 
“ would I fpend the Remainder of my Days ! I 
44 would know no other Bulinefs, aim at no other 
“ End, than to perfect myfelf in Holinefs : What- 
44 ever contributed to it (every Means of Grace, 
44 every Opportunity of fpiritual Improvement) 
44 fliould be dearer to me than Tboufandsof Gold 
“ and Silver. But, alas! why do I amufe myfelf 
“ with fond Imaginations? The bell Refolutions 
“ are now infignificant, becatife they are too late. 
“ —The Day, in which I fhould have worked, is 
“ over and for ever gone; and l fee a fad and hor- 
“ rible Night approaching; bringing with it 
“ the 4 Blacknefsof Darkhefs, and forever.’ (Jude, 
“ vcr. 13.)—Heretofore, alas! when God called, 
44 I refufed ; when He invited, I was one of them, 
44 who made Excufes: Now, therefore, I receive 
44 the Reward of my Deeds; 4 Fearfulnefs and 
“ Trembling are come upon me.’ I fmart 5 I am 
44 in fore Anguifh already, and yet this is but the 
44 Beginning of my Sorrows.—It doth not yet ap- 
44 pear what 1 fhali be; but fure I am, that I lhall 
44 be ruintd, undone, and deftroyed with an ever- 
44 lajling Delfrudtion.” 

This Scene I law with my Eyes, and heard with 
my Ears, and quickly after I attended the unhappy 
Gentleman to bis Tomb.—The poor emaciated 
dying Man, fpoke in fuch an Accent, and with fo 
much Earnellnefe, that I could not eafily forget Him, 
or his Words : And, as I was mufing upon this, 
forrowful Subject, I remembered Mr. Nafb .—No. 
foamr did 1 temember you. Sir, but I difeerned 
too near an Agreement and Correfp.' ndence be¬ 
tween 
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tween you and the Deceafed.—They arealike, faid 
I, in their Way, and what {hall hinder them from 
being alike in their End? The Courfe of their 
<A£tions was equally full of Sin and Folly; and 
why {hould not the Period of them be equally full 
of Horror and Difmay ? I am grevioufly afraid for 
the Survivor, left, as he lives the Life , fo he {hould 
die the' Death of this wretched Man, and “ his 
“ latter End (hould be like his.” For this Caufe 
I take my Pen in Hand, and counfcl you to bethink 
yourfelf; nay, I requcjl of you to repent , while 
you have Opportunity, if happily you may find 
Grace and Forgivenefs.—Yet a Moment, and you- 
may die; yet a little While, and you mujl die j 
and why will you go down with Infamy and De- 
fpair to the Grave, rather than depart in Peace, 
with Hopes full of Immortality?— 

But I muft tell you. Sir, plainly, and with the 
utmoft Freedom, that your prefent Behaviour is 
not the Way to reconcile you to God. You are- 
fo far from making an Atonement to offended 
Juftice, that you are aggravating Wrath.—For 
what fay the Scriptures , thofe Books, which at the 
Confummation of all Things the Ancient of Days 
(hall open, and judge you by every Jot and Tittle 
therein ? What fay thofe facred Volumes? Why, 
they teftify and declare to every Soul of Man,* 
“ that whofoever liveth in Pleafure, is dead while 
“ He liveth So that as long as you roll on in a 
continual Courfe of fcnfual Delights and vain En¬ 
tertainments, you are dead to all the Purpofes of 
Piety and Virtue : You are as odious to God, as 
a corrupt rotten Carcafs, which.lies putrefying in 
the Grave. You are as far from doing your Duty, 
or working out your Salvation, and reftoring your¬ 
felf k> the divine Favour, as decayed Bones , nailed 
up in a Coffin, ire from Vigour and Activity.— 
Think* *Sir, I conjure you, think upon this, if 
you have any Inclination to efcape the Fire which 

Will 
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will never be quenched.—Would you be delivered 
from Weeping, Wailing, and Gnalhing of 
Teeth ? Surely you would ! But be certain, thir 
will never be done by Amufements, which at the 
belt are trifling and impertinent, and for that, if 
for no other Reafon, foolilh and fwiful.—It is by 
Serioufnefs, it is by Retirement and Mourning, 
you mull accomplim this greatand defirable Deli¬ 
verance : You muft not appear at the Head of 
every filly Diverfion, but enter into your Clofet, 
and {hut your Door; commune with your own 
Heart; and fearch out your Spirit: The Pride of 
Life, and all Superfluity of Naughtinefs muft be 
put away ; and you muft make Hafte and delay 
not, for the Time to come, to keep all God’s ho¬ 
ly Commandments; always remembering, that 
mighty Sinners muft be mightily penitent, or elfe 
be mightily tormented.—Your Example and your 
Projects have been extremely prejudicial (I wifh I 
could not fay fatal and deftrudlive) to many: For 
this there is no Amends, but an Alteration of 
Manners, as fignal and remarkable, as your Per- 
fon and Name.—If you do not by this Method 
remedy, in fome Degree, the Evils which you 
have fent Abroad, and prevent the mifehievous Con- 
iequences which may enfue, wretched will you be, 
yea, wretched above Meafure, to all-Eternity: The 
BJaed of Souls will be laid to your Charge, and 
God’s Jealoufy, like a confuming Fire, will fmoke 
againft you : And you yourfelf will fee it in that 
Day, “ when the Mountains {hall quake, and the 
** Hills melt, and the Earth be burnt up at his 
“ Prefence.*' 

Once more then I exhort you as a Friend, T 
he fetch you as a Brother, I charge you as a JVlcf- 
fenger from the great God, ip his own meft 
folemn Words, “ to caft away from you your, 
“ Tranfgrefllons, to make you a new Heart, and 

“a 
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“ a new Spirit; ft> Iniquity Ihall not be your 
“ Ruin.”— 

Now, Sir, my Mind iseafcd. I have difchargcd 
the divine Commiflion, in that I have fpoken to 
you God’s Words.—Whether you will hear, or 
whether you will forbear, henceforward I am 
clear I fhall in no Refpedt be acceflory to your 
Mifery : If you perifh, your Blood will be Upon 
your own Head.—Perhaps you may be difpofed to 
contemn this, and its ferious Purport; or to re¬ 
commended it to your Companions as a fit Subjedt 
for Railing : But let me tell you before hand, that 
for this, as well as for other Things, “ God will 
“ bring you into Judgment.”—He fees me now 
write; He will obferve you while you read. —He 
notes down my Words in his Book, and he will 
note down your confequent Procedure : So that not 
upon Me, but upon your own Self will your ne¬ 
glecting or defpifing my Saying turn. If you be 
“ wife, you fhall be wife for yourfelf: If thou 
fcorneft, thou alone fhall bear it.”— 

Be not concerned. Sir to know my Name: It is 
enough, that you will know this hereafter.—Tarry 
but a little, till the Lord, even the mod mighty 
God, “ fhall call the Heaven from above, anti 
“ the Earth, that he may judge his People and 
then you will fee me Face to Face : There fhall I 
be ready, at the dreadful Tribunal, to joy and re¬ 
joice with you, if you retard my Admonitions, 
and live; or elfe to be a fwift Witnefs againft you, 
if you harden your Heart, and will mind none of 
my Counfels. 

I am, Sir, fee. 

Bath, {lev. if, 

. 1736; , 

VoL. II. 


s 


LET. 
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LETTER XC. 

Wcjlon-Eavcll , June 3, 1749 
C O, my dear Sir, the Phyficians have on the 
Whole given your Friend no great Hopes of a 
Cure.—The Apothecary’s Shop, the Affes Dugs, 
and the Mineral Waters may, they apprehend, 
palliate the Diforder; but that even a Palliation. 
it leems, is not to be expected, without keeping 
the Mind quiet, and cheerfuland that this 
important End may moll cfife&ually be anfvvered, 
the Doctors have recommended Diverfions, Tra¬ 
velling, and Company j giving a Caution at the 
fame Time, 1 am told, agai rift Retirement, fomuch 
praying , and poring over religions Books, 

• Now if Chcerfulnefs be the grand, the funda¬ 
mental, the only Recipe adequate even to the Miti¬ 
gation of this Difeafe, I may venture to aflert, that 
i'uch Recipe is tube found—(pofiibly what I declare 
may be wondered at, but 1 aver it is to be found) 
in the Bible .—It may be feen wrote at Length ; 
and it well, deferves Confidcration, in the Book of 
Proverbs: 

A merry Heart, fays Solomon , dsthGoodlike a Medi¬ 
cine : but a broken Spirit drieth the Bones. (Prov. 
Jtvii. 22 .) 

That a fatisfied, a ferene and cheerful State of 
Mind, will in this Cafe he more beneficial than all 
Manner of Reftoratives for decayed Nature, or 
Cordials for the finking Spirits, I can cafily believe 5 
nay, 1 am farther convinced, that whatever can be 
contrived by the mod folicitous Care of the Pby- 
fician , will probably be rendered inefte&ua!,- with- 
put this prime Preparative, this mojl Jovereign Pre- 
''feript.—It is indifpenfibly neceflary, that, all pof'* 
fible Endeavours fhould be exerted to have the 

' Thoughts 
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Thoughts calm, placid, and eafy.—Every thing 
mud be facrificed to this moll definable End.—No¬ 
thing can be more pernicious, in fuch Circum- 
ftances, than the contrary Situation of Mind.— 
But here will arife a £hse/fion, How this inward 
Tranquillity may moll ealily be attained, and mod 
furely edablifhed ? By Company, by Travelling, 
by Diverfions, the Doflors and fome others will 
reply.—I am far, very far from being an Enemy 
to Diverfions, when properly chofe, and ufed with 
Moderation. Travelling may beguile the Scnlb of 
Woe, and palliate for a JFistic the Malady. Com¬ 
pany, when cheerful and improving, is an excel¬ 
lent Source of Comfort; when innocent only and 
entertaining, is of fome prefent Service, and ought 
to be allowed (at Intervals) Admittance. But 
tbefe will no more reach the Cafe now under Con- 
fuleration,—are no more able to create a fettled 
Tranquillity in the Bread, than the gentle Mo¬ 
tions of a Fan are 1'ufRcier.t to impel a Wind- 
bound Fleet. If they engrofs our Time, and leave 
no LciJ'ure for nobler Methods of Confolation, they 
will certainly prove like heavy, louring Clouds, 
and indead of diffufing, will intercept the Rays of 
Heart-felt Satisfaction. But what, may it be 
afke-d, would 1 fubditute indead of thefe Expe¬ 
dients?—I would beg Leave (unpolltc as it may 
item, and in a manner exploded) to recommend 
i'rayer to God, and the daily Reading f of the 

f GaJlrelV s Cbriftian Injlilutes are Cngularly ufcful 
to Perionf, whofe bpirits are fo much affeCted by ner~ 
veus Diforders, as not to be able long to attend to Read¬ 
ing ; the ’whole Duty of a Chriitian being there taught 
in the very Words of Scripture; and luch Texts as 
fuic every Condition and Chcumllance in Life, are 
placed, ik Order under the feveral Heads. The fixtb 
Edition in tamo, Price 2 s. 6 d. 

S 2 Scriptures. 
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Scriptures.—If kind and friendly Converfation be 
judged proper, why mould Prayer be difapproved ? 
—Prayer is an humble, but delightful Intercourfe , 
with the beft, the greateft, the everlafting Friend. 
—And has any earthly Friend exerciled more 
Loving-kindnefs ? Is any earthly Friend more able 
to adminifter Relief than the blefl'ed God? If there 
be fuch Friends, let them be our whole Depend¬ 
ence, and let omnipotent Goodnefs be fecluded 
from any Regard. 

“ God has fo loved us, that he gave his own 
“ Son,” dearer to himfelf than all Angels, and all 
Worlds, to die for our Salvation. Rather than we 
Ihould perifli for ever, he fent his infinitely glo¬ 
rious Son to take upon him our Nature, and fufter 
the unknown Agonies of Crucifixion.—To Ihew 
his Rcadinefs to fuccour us in any Diftrefs, He 
ftyles himfelf the Father of Mercies, and God (not 
of fome, but) of all Comfort, (2 Cor. i. 3.)—And 
where is the Pcrfon, from whom we may more rea- 
for.ably expedt to receive tender and compaffionate 
Succours , than from this all-gracious God ?—Is he 
not as powerful , as he is gracious ? —What Job faid 
of his Companions, is, in a Degree, true of every 
human Aid : Impotent and miferable Comforters 
are ye all. —But the God of Heaven is able to 
give Songs in the Night of Diftrefs; to make the 
Bones, which Sorrow and Anguilh have broken, 
to rejoice. If He fpeak Peace, who fhall caufe 
Difquietude; or what fhall deftroy our Tranquil¬ 
lity ?—Indeed if we apply for Comfort, to any 
thing lower than Heaven , or by any fuch Means , 
as exclude frequent Prayer , we neglect the Foun¬ 
tain of living Waters, and hew to ourfelves Cit¬ 
terns, broken Cifterns, that can hold no Water. 
The Scriptures (and believe me, as I fpeak 'from 
daily Experience} are a Treafury of Comfort. — 
One, who had drank deep of the Cup of Sorrow 

declares. 
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declares, that they rejoice and that for his own 
Part, if his Delight had not been in the divine 
Law, he fliould have perilhed in his Trouble, (fee 
Bible Pfalm cxix. 92.)—Thefe Things, fays the 
favourite Difciple, write we unto you (not barely 
that you may have Joy, but) that your Joy may 
be full. ['John xv. 11.)—And St. Paul adds, that 
whatever Things are written by the Spirit of In- 
fpiration, are written for our Benefit ; that we 
through Patience, and Comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have Hope ; (Rom. xv. 4.) that bleffed Hope 
of eternal Life, which is an Anchor to the Soul, 
in all the Storms of Adverlity; which is the Oil 
of Gladnefs, fwimming above all the Waves of 
AfHi&ion.—By having Recourfe to Diverfions and 
Amufements, in Preference to the ftrong Confola- 
tions fuggefted in the Bible, we acl as injudici- 
oufly, we fhall be deceived as certainly, as if amidft 
the fultry Heats of Summer, we fhouid feck cool¬ 
ing Refrefhment from a painted Tree, and fliun 
the embowering fhady Covert of a real Grove. 

If we are ajflifted, the Scriptures acquaint us, 
that our JlffliSlions are the Chaftifements of a Fa¬ 
ther, not the Scourges of an Enemy. They give 
us Affurance, that the all-difpofing Providence will 
not fuffer us to be ajflifted, above what we are 
able to bear ; (See 1 Cor. x. 13.)—that they fljall 
turn to our Good, and bring forth the peaceable 
Fruits of Righteoufnefs;—that they are light} 
are only for a Moment, and yet fhall work out for 
us a Weight, an eternal Weight of Glory.—Can 
all the Volumes of Heathen Morality fuggeft, or 
all the Recreations in the World afford, luch ra¬ 
tional and folid Confolation ?—Without thefe Con- 
folations Jfiiiflions will be like a latent Sore, 
fmartmg and rankling in the Heart }—will pro-? 
duce Discontent with our Condition, and repining 
at Providence a melancholy Temper, and a 
S 3 fretful 
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fretful Carriage.—Trifling Company, and worldly 
Pleafurcs, will ferve only to aggravate the Mifery, 
and make us inwardly mourn, that while others 
are in the Elevations of Mirth, we are preffed with 
a Weight of Calamity. —Whereas, by Means of 
thefe fovereign Confolations, Afflictions may be im¬ 
proved to the Health of the Mind, and become a 
moft falutary Expedient for furthering our fpiritual 
Happinefs. * 

Can any thing be more (or equally comfortable) 
than the Privileges recorded in that Charter of our 
Salvation, the Scriptures? —There we are told, 
that as many as truly believe in Jefus Chrift, arc 
Children of the Almighty ;—?that the Lord who 
commandeth the Waters, the glorious God who 
maketh the Thunder, the everlafting King, who 
ruleth all Things in Heaven and Earth, is their 
Father: He pities them as a Father pities his own 
Children; ( Pfalm ciii. 13.)—and that a Mother 
may fooner forget her fucking Child, than He can 
remit his tender Care for their prefent Welfare and 
endlefs Felicity. (Ifaiah xlix. J5.)t—fhat, becaufe 
we are Sinners, Chrifl: Jefus, with infinitely more 
than parental Tcndernefs, bore our Sins, and ex¬ 
piated all our Guilt, in his own bleeding Body 
upon the Tree. (1 Pet. ii, 24)—Becaufe we fre¬ 
quently offend, and always fail, our merciful High- 
Pneft ever liveth to make JntercejJion for us, and to 
plead his divine Merits in our Behalf. ( Heb . vii, 
25.)—Becaufe we have many Corruptions within , 
and are afl'aulted by various Temptations without, 
we have a Promife of the bleffed Spirit to fubdue 
our Corruptions; ( Galat . iii. j^.. £zek. xxxvi. 
2.7.) and to renew us after the Image of him, who 
created u?; ( CcloJJl iii. 10.)—Becaufe we are liable 
to manifold Misfortunes, and vifited with a Va¬ 
riety of Sorrows, the fame holy Spirit is piojnifed, 
under the amiable Character of a Comforter. 
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{John xv. 7. Luke xi. 13.)—Becaufc all Flcfli j; 
Grafs, and all the Goodlinefs thereof (the Youth, 
the Beauty, the W ealth, all mortal Accomplifli- 
ments, and every worldly Enjoyment) is wither¬ 
ing, and tranfient as the Flower of the Field, 
( jj'aiah xl. 6.) the Scriptures direct our View, and 
conf>gn over to our Faith, a moft incomparable, 
rcvcrfionary Inheritance; an Inheritance referved 
in Heaven for us, which is incorruptible, unde¬ 
filed, and that fadeth not away. (1 Pet. i. 4.) 

Are thefe things, I would ajk the Pbyficims, likely 
to dejett the Mind, or opprefs it with Heavincfs ?— 
Need their Patients fear an Aggravation of Dif^- 
trefles, from the Offer, from the Enjoyment of 
fuch BU'lIing:. ?—Much more reafonably might the 
bleeding Wound, fly from the lenient Hand, dread 
the healing Balm, and court its Cure from the 
Viper’s envenomed Tooth.—Have thefe Truths a 
Tendency to engender gloomy Apprehcnfions, as 
the medical Gentlemen are too api to imagine ; or 
do thefe incrcafe the Load which galls an ajfjliftcd 
Mind? —Rather, what Heart, (that attends to fuch 
glad Tidings and believes them) can forbear even 
leaping for Joy ? Thefe are calculated to put off 
our Sackcloth, and gird us with Gladnefs; arc 
enough to turn the Groans of Grief, into the 
Songs of Gratitude. 

Cheered by thefe reviving Considerations, fup- 
ported by this hlcjfed Hope, the antient Chriftians 
were more than Conquerors over all their Cala¬ 
mities j they even gloried in Tribulations, becaufe 
thefe were the appointed Way to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. [Acls xiv. 22.) They took joyfully the 
Spoiling of their Goods, knowing, that they had, 
in, the World above , a better and more enduring 
Subftance, Heb. x. 34,—They perceived with 
Complacency, the Decay of their earthly Taber¬ 
nacle i becaufe there remained for them, after their 
S 4 Difib!U- 
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DilTblution, a Houfe not made with Hands, eter¬ 
nal in the Heavens. (2 Cor. v. 1.)—Perhaps we 
may not arrive at fuch Heights of heroick and 
triumphant Exultation, but furely we fhould try 
thofe Remedies, which in their Cafe were fo fur- 
prifingly and happily fuccefsful. 

On the whole; a peaceable Compofure of Mind, 
and calm Refgnation to the all-wife Will of God j 
—an holy foy ip the Merits of our ever bleffed 
Redeemer, and a well grounded Hope of unutter¬ 
able and immortal Blifs, in a better World ; thefe, 
thefe are more abfolutely needful for a Cafe like 
this , and will do more towards Relief, than all the 
Drugs, which Nature produces.—And very Cure I 
tjm, that thefe noble Anodynes are difpenfed no 
where but in the Scriptures; arc to be procured no 
otherwife than by Prayer,—Other Methods may 
ftupefy for a Moment, but will not remove the 
Pain, much lefs introduce permanent Eafe. 

I fpeak not this from mere Speculation, or con- 
je&ural Probability.—1 have tnyfelf experienced 
the Efficacy of the preceding Expedients for thefe 
deftrable Purpofes.—Having been a fort of Vete¬ 
ran in Affli&ion, I have been under a Necejfity of 
applying thefe Conflations ; and have the utmoft 
Reafon to bear Witnefs , that there are none like 
them.— The Scriptures are the Treafury of Joy 
and Peace, and the truly religious are generally the 
moll uniformly cheerful. 

If you apprehepd what I have here advanced on 
the Means of obtaining true Cheerfulpefs apd fo- 
Jid Peace of Mind, may be in any Meafure inlj.ru- 
mental to the Comfort of your Friend, you would 
dp well perhaps to ccpmunicate it, as I prefume you 
are not ajhame$ of appearing in the Recommenda¬ 
tion of the Bihlf.—T he Phyficians would proba*bly 
fneex at fuch fort of Advice, but the Arguments 
will not be the lefs valid on that Account 3—and 

if 
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if their Patient be ferioufly difpofed, fuch Sneers 
would have little or no Effect. 

Do you recoiled Dr. Young 's Lines f in the 
eighth Night ? 

—. . . ■ Would’ft thou not laugh, 

'This Counfel ftrange, (hould I prefume to give? 
Retire , and read thy Bible, to be gay. 

There Truths abound of fov’reign Aid to Peace ! 

But thefe thou think’lt are gloomy Paths of Joy : 
Falfe Joys indeed are born for Want of Thought ; 
True Joys from Thought’s full Bent and Energy : 
And this demands a Mind in equal Poize, 

Remote from gloomy Grief, and glaring Joyj 
Much Joy not only (peaks fmall Happinelsj 
But Happinefs, that (hortly mud expire : 

Can Joy unbottomed in Reflection (land ? 

Can fuch a Joy meet Accidents unjhock'd? 

Or talk with threat’ning Death, and not turn pale? 

Though my Letter is much longer than I at firft 
intended, and (lands in Need of an Apology for 
its Prolixity, I cannot conclude without giving 
you a frefli Affurance, that amongft the great 
Number of thofe, who elteem and refped you, there 
is not one of them, who more fincerely regards you 
$han, good Sir, 

your moll obedient, and 

very humble Servant, 

James Hervey. 

f See Letter XXVII. Pag. 73 of this Volume. 


LET- 
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LETTER XCI. 


My dear Friend, Wejhn-Favell, Dec. 15, 1755. 
T Return you my beft Thanks for fending me a 

Copy of fo fmart and fenfible, a Letter., which 
came tome very a-propos ; and which I think is fo 
likely to do Good in this deputations Age, that I 
wifh it was printed in fome of the Magazines, and 
publick Papers.—I am much obliged to you for 
your kind Caution againft my being drawn into a 
Controverfy; particularly by the very warm and 
overbearing Mr. ***, who is now grown impa¬ 
tient of the leaft Contradiction, and far from being 
a defirable Companion, or Correspondent. 

Controverfy is as much my Averfton as it can be 
yaur’s ; for where that begins, Religion too often 
ends ; and I ftiall not enter the Lifts I promile you 
with any one, unlefs I am abfolutely neceffitatcd 
to it: But if lam compelled to appear in Print on 
fuch an Occafion, I Ihall endeavour to pay due 
Regard to Solomon’s excellent Advice, viz. “ A 
“ foft Anfwer turneth away Wrath \ but grievous 
“ Words ftir up Anger.” Prov. xv. 1.—Inftead 
of exafperating my Adverfary by cutting Repre- 
henfions, I will, if poffible, conftrain him by a 
candid and refpedtful Treatment to moderate his 
Temper; and by a coercive Propriety of Argu¬ 
ments, perftiade him to relincjuifh fuch Tenets, as 
I think erroneous. 

God grant, that I may never behave with an /'//- 
decent Refentment, how great foever may be the 
Provocation of my Gainfayers; but that in all my 
Writings and Converfations 1 may avoid tlje hajly 
Spirit, left I injure my own Peace of Mind, and 
difgrace my Profeflron, as a Chriftian, xtnd a Mi- ■ 
mfter. 

It 
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It is a Rule with me, always to fpeak well of the 
.good Qualities even of bad Men} efpecially when 
others are cenfuring them with an unmerciful Se¬ 
verity }—and I could wilh that every Controver- 
fialilt would learn fo much Candour, as to put the 
hjl Conftru&ion on his Opponent’s Book} and to 
embrace, what was in general good in it, however 
he might doubt , or cenfure fome particular Opi- 
n.ons of the contending Author. 

To live peaceably with all Men is my earneft 
Defire, and my daily Prayer; and in order to do 
this, I am more and more convinced of the Ne- 
ceflity of Candour, Humility, and a confcientious 
Regard to the Example of our Lord and Saviour 
JTus Chrift. 

I am, my dear Friend, 

affcdlionately and inviolably your’s, 

J. Hervey. 

A Copy of the Letter above-mentioned, never brfort 
printed. 

Dear Sir , 

“ T Have a ftrong and fettled Averfion to all Man- 
“ tier of Difpute, in Things, that relate to a 
“ MefTage of perfect Peace, and Love. The King- 
“ dom of God is no more Opinion, than it is Meat 
“ and Drink;—and Argumentation can have little 
“ to do where a new Heart, and a right Spirit is 
“ the Bufinefs, or Work to be performed. 

“ If we prevail in our Difputes (though I be- 
“ lieve there is not a fingle Inftancc in which 
“ either of the Antagonifts ever condefcended pub- 
“ lickly to own himfelf in the wrong,) our Ad- 
“ verfaries then became baffled Worldlings:—If 
“ they_ prevail, then they become Worldlings 
“ triumphant.—When we deal much in-pAfputes. 
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** we foil our Souls, and endanger the Temper of 
“ Meeknefs and Love, which wc are fo frequently 
“ injoinch to cultivate, and which are the very 
“ Badge of Chriftianity. 

“ As for amicable Difputes in Religion, ’tis as 
“ errant Cant as an amicable Suit at Law.—A 
“ Difp ute about the Sacrament , as naturSlly re- 
* e moves the Mind out of its State of perfc£I Cha- 
“ rity, as a Quarrel about a Whore. —The Subjiff 
“ alters nothing, ’tis the Temper of Mind where- 
“ with we handle thefe Matters, that defile the 
“ Man ; and ’tis morally impoflible to meddle to 
“ arty Purpofe, .without having the Mind difor- 
“ dcred. 

“ St. Paul was plainly of the fame Opinion, 
“ when he wrote thus to Timothy ; If any Man 
“ confent not to wholfomc Words, eventheWords 
“ of our Lcrd Jefus Chrift, and to the Dodtrine, 
“ which is according to Godlinefs, he is proud, 
“ knowing Nothing, but doting about Queftions 
“ and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 
“ Strife, Railings and Surmifes, p.rverfe Dil'put- 
“ ings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deftitute of 
“ the Truth, fuppoiing that Gain is Godlinefs : 
** from fuch withdraw-thy felf. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5, 

“ This is the coniiant Cafe of all the Difputes 
“ in theGofpel itfelf.—The more they are argued, 
“ the further they were always from the Point; 
“ infomuch that even thofe who are laid to believe 
“ on Chrift, at the Beginning of the Chapter of 
“ Difp ute, before the End of it take up Stones to 
caft at him. 

“ In fhort, till a Man be a Chriftian in fome 
“ Meafure, he has neither Ability, nor any Right 
“ in Nature to talk about it.—’Tis more ahfurd 
“ than a Controverfy between a Fifh and a*Fowl, 
“ about the beft and moft commodious Element to 
** breathe in. • 


“ The 
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•* The Peace and Purity of our own Minds, is 

of more Value than of every other Endowment. 
“ —For my own Part, I had rather be able to 
“ bear patiently the Nick-Name of Fool or Mad- 
“ man, than to become famous for all the Wif- 
“ dom and Prudence which the World knows how 
“ to commend and efteem. 

“ In this Poverty of Spirit, I would heartily in- 
* e treat all my Friends, carneflly to fei-k after that 
“ Love and Peace, which is only to be found in. 
“ the Face or Similitude of cur dear Mafter, the 
“ Lord Jefus Chrift.—The Want of this moll 
“ amiable and Chriftian Difpofition in fome emi- 
“ nent Profeflors, for 1 never admired a rough, and 
“ boifierom Zeal, has often ftartlcd and chagrined 
“ Him , who is, dear Sir, 

“ vour’s very fincerclv, R. W. 

“ P. S. Wc may talk what we will about Re- 
“ ligion, it is nothing lefs than a divine Temper, 
“ —What is Ihort of this is Prating about Re- 
“ ligion, and that’s all.—I meet with many doc- 
“ trinal Chriftians, who are very Dabs at Chap- 
“ ter and Verfe, and yet very llond-Jlaves to Earth, 
“ and Self.— Spiritual Chriftians (which are the 
“ only true ones) are almoft as fcarce as Phoenixes 


LETTER XCIL 


My dear Friend , 


Saturday Morning. 


T E T me exhort you to live as on the Borders of 
Eternity ; and often to reflect where the late. 
Fall from your Horfe might have hurried you. 
Eternity is at Hand :—Jie, that cometh, will come, 
and will not tarry.—Oh that your Soul may prof- 
per; foi; without that, what are all the Riches, 
Pleafures, and Honours of this Earth ! But it can- 

nut 
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Hot profper , unlcfs the World be under Foot, and 
your Affetlions fixed on Jefus. What befides Him’, 
my dear Friend, deferves a Thought? And how 
tenderly has he dealt with us, notwithftanding all 
our Ingratitude and Provocations ? I can fay no 
more than I have faid to you j but I pity you, and 
I pray for you, that you may conquer 'this Fear 
of Man: —I wifh you would every Day for the 
next Month, read fome Part of Profeflor Franck' s 
Nicodemus , or The Fear of Man. Dr. * * * told me 
He had a great Regard for you, and wilhed you 
would fet your Face, as a Flint ; exert your lively 
Talents to promote the Gofpel, and confefs the 
Lord Jefus boldly before Men on every proper Oe- 
calion : And when they talk obfcenely, or take the 
Lord’s Name in vain, you ought genteelly to re¬ 
prove them', or leave the Company : This would he 
ailing like a Chrijlian ! —But, while you are thus 
filent, meally-mputhed, Hand fo much upon your 
Politencfs, and have luch a Fear of being cen lured 
by worldly-minded People, you may take my Word 
for it, you will do very little Good; and be a 
Stranger to that Comfort and Peace, which others, 
who Hick defer to Chrift, daily experience;—th.:t 
comfortable Peace of God, which (as Archbiihop 
Seeker finely obferves, Page 132. of his Nine Ser¬ 
mons) is that Senfe of being in Friendship with 
Him, that Feeling of Comfort and Joy flowing 
from Him, which paffeth all Underftanding; ex¬ 
ceeds the Conception of thofe, who have not ex¬ 
perienced it, and will exceed hereafter the pre- 
lent Conceptions of thofe, who have. Adieu, 
my dear Friend.—Think well on what the Arch¬ 
biihop has fo pathetically deferibed ; and then me¬ 
ditate on this alarming Text, and reconcile rt with 
your own pufillanimous Conduct, which you mil- 
call Prudenc/i “ Whofocver ihall be dThumcd of 
“ me, and my Words in this adulterous and finful 

“ Gene- 
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« Generation, of Him alfo fhall the Son of Man 
“ be alhamcd, when he cometh in the Glory of 
“ his Father with his holy Angels.” ( Mark viii. 
38.)—Once more adieu!—-Remember, that this is 
the Declaration of the Lord , who bought us with 
his Blood, and fuffered the unknown Agonies of 
Crucifixion to favc you, and 

yciur’s very fi nee rely, 

J. Hervey, 

P. S. When People come to vifit me, they ex- 
p it to hear of Chrijl ; and few come to Weflon , 
but thofe, to whom fuch Difcourfe is agreeable ; 
nor do I defirc the Company of any others .— Talk¬ 
ing of Chrijl is my Touchftone, to fee whether a 
Perfion is worth my Acquaintance,—If YOU was 
once to take this Method, you will tell me, per¬ 
haps, that fuch and fuch an one will abufie you, 
and all the principal Gentlemen will ridicule, and 
forfake you.—And what then ?—You are much 
better without them. —In their Stead you will have 
the Elleem and Friendship of thofe , who love our 
Lord Jefus in Sincerity, and Chi ijl Himfef will 
be in the Midji , who has laid up for you , and all 
fuch , as love his Appearing, a Crovvhi of Righte- 
oufnefs.—Has this Confideration no Weight with 
my dear Friend ?—Don’t let me apply to you what 
Sr, Paul fays of Dcnuts to Timothy. (Chap. iv. 10. j 
“ Detnas has forfjken me, having loved tins pre~ 
“ font World'' Read the cxixth Pfalm, and Re 
whether you, and your worldly-wife Company have 
the Spirit of the Pfalmijl. — He, though a King, 
delighted to talk of God.—He not only talkid of 
Him obferve, but delighted to do it; and it was 
Pain,and Grief f to him to forbear. 

f See Pfalm xxxix. 3. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XCIII. 

j Madam* Wejlon- Favell, May 13, 1758. 

T Have too long delayed to acknowledge the Fa- 
* voi.r of your laft. The Reflexion gives me 
Uneaiinefs, but the Occafion gives you anOppor- 
tunityof exercifing Indulgence. If you pleafe to 
afcribe my Silence to much Bufinefs, and little 
Health, you will do Juftice to my Proceeding, and 
to your own Candour. 

You inquire after the bejl Week’s Preparation 
for the Sacrament +.—I cannot fay that I much 
admire any of thofe Books. They are, I think, 

loofe, 

f The Book for .the Ule of the Communicants at 
the Sacramental Table, which Mr. Hervey generally 
'gave away, was Dr. Wil/on 's (the late Bilhop of Max) 
Ihort and plain Inltrudion for the better Underllami- 
ing the Lord’s Supper, with proper Helps and Direc¬ 
tions for joining in every Part.—Mr. Marshall’s Trea- 
tife on Sanitifcation, could anfwer no fuch End, tho’ 
it might, in Mr. Hervey’s Opinion, give the beft gene¬ 
ral Account of the Nature and End of the Sacrament ; 
and Mr. Jenks's Office of Devotions (which are ex¬ 
cellent) has only a few Pages on the Subjed, and not 
the Communion Service in it: Beftdes, it i^dduble 
the Price of Bilhop Wit fun's. 

Now as a proper Book at the Sacrament is of fuch 
Importance, and as Mr. Hervey himfelf judged Bilhop 
Wilfcn's to be the leaf exceptionable of any cf the Sa¬ 
crament Books (feeLetter XIX. Page 32. of this Vo¬ 
lume) the Editor has Subjoined what is faid of it by 
Dr. Stonhoufe in his Friendly Advice to a Patient (thir¬ 
teenth Edit.on. Page 22.) 

“ As there are few religious Subjeds which have 
“ been more frequently handled, (and perhaps ! might 
“ add lefs underftood) than the Sacrament^ I would 
" heie recommend this Ihort but clear and latftfadory 

“ Trad, 
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lode, rambling, indiftlnff, Companions ; they tend 
rather to bewilder , than inform the Judgment.— 
For my own Part, I prefer the little Account of 
this Ordinance in Mr. Marjhall on SanClification, 
to all thofe prolix Treatifes.—It begins Page 298, 
of the fixth Edition, to which I wrote a recommen¬ 
datory Preface. 

If you fhould want a Collection of Prayers fuited 
to this Solemnity, or to any other Occafion, there 

" Tr'aft, which I fincerely wilh in the Hands of every 
“ Communicant, efpecially of Patients in Infirma- 
“ lies.—And I pty.fer this, as it is plain and ealily un- 
“ derftood ; as there are Several, concife and affe&ing 
“ Meditation/ on feme pertinent Texts of Scripture; 
“ as the Queftions propofed for Self-examination, are 
“ immediately founded on the answer fo properly 
“ given at the End of our Church Catechifm to that 
" important Queftion, ‘ What is required of them, 
“ who come to the Lord’s Supper ?’ (See fiilhop of 
“ Man on that Subjeft, Page 26.) and, as the whole 
“ Communion Service is there printed in a large Let- 
“ ter, with ufeful Dire&ions, and fuitable Ejaculations 
“ on the Sides.— 4 t is therefore well calculated to 
,r prevent the Inconveniency and Confuijon to which 
“ a Communicant is liable, (and which I have often 
" obferved with Concern) when He is obliged to turn 
“ backwards and forwards from the Common-Trnyei' 
" Book to his Sacrament-Book, at a Time when* th£ 
“ Thoughts Ihould be all Attention to the Words tn 
“ the Minifter;—whereas Bifliop Wtlftn' s Book would) 
“ help devout Minds, without drawing them off from’ 
“ the Duty, in which they ought to be wholly em- 
11 ployed,” 

N. B. There is a moft ufeful Book (Price 31.) lately 
publilhed by Mr. Job Orton , intitled Sacramental Me¬ 
ntations, or Devout Reflections on various Paffagts of 
ScriptuCtp defigned to affift Chriltians in their Attend¬ 
ance on,the Lord’s Supper, and their Improvement 
of it. • * * 
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is none , in my Opinion, better than Mr. Jenis’s 
Offices of Devotion (which has paflcd thirteen * 
Editions) Price 3*. I (hould far fooner chufe to 
read his two Volumes of Meditations^ than the 
new Whole Duty of Man. Jenks has written ano¬ 
ther little Treatife, excellently good, and truly 
evangelical; it is intitled, Submijfion to the Righ- 
teoufnefs of Gad. It was one of the firft Books, 
that gave me an Infight into the Truth of the Gof- 
pel; or the Way of Salvation, by the infinitely 
glorious Obedience of our Surety, jefus Chrift. 

The Word Amen , has two Significations. It 
denotes an ardent TViJh, Lord, let it be according 
to my humble Petition.—It denotes likewife a firm 
Faith, LorJ, I am perfuaded, that thou wilt fulfil 
thy Pramifs, to grant my Petition. 

If you love Entertainment, my next (hall recom¬ 
mend a Book, which is as entertaining as a Novel f 
or a Play, yet edifying as a Sermon.—I believe, 
Madam, you would have no Reafon to repent of 
the Purchafe, if you was to buy Mr. Bojion 's Hu¬ 
man Nature in its fourfold State, of which as I 
have given a Chara&er in the fecond Volume of 
Yheron and Jfbafio, I need not fay any thing mor? 
in this Place. 

As God is fending forth his Word, and renew¬ 
ing the Face of material Nature; fo tnay He fend 
forth his blefTed Spirit, and reveal Chrift, and re¬ 
new the State of our Souls ! This will piake us to 

* The Demand for it has been fo great, that it has 
now paffed t-wenty Editions. 

f The Book here meant is De Foe's Family Infrac¬ 
tor, in 2 Vol. izmo. which has paffed t'.uelve Editions, 
and juftly deferves the Char after Mr. Herziey gives of 
it.—Phis is the fame Author who wrote the Treatife 
entitled Religious Courtjbip, being hiftorical Difcourfes 
on the Neceffity of marrying religious H'Pbahds and 
\Vfives, fixth Edition, Price 3 f. 

differ 
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differ from our former Selves, as much as the pre- 
fent Bloom and Verdure of the Creation differ 
from the rugged Defolations of the Vyinrer. : 

I wifh you. Madam, the continual Prefence of 
this divine Comforter, and am, 

your mod obedient humble Servant, 

J. Hervey. 

LETTER XCIV. 

My dear Friend, JVeJlon-Favell, June 23, 1758. 
T Little thought, when I put Mr. We fey’s Manu- 
feript into your Hand, that I fhould fee it in 
Print fo foon. I took very little Notice of it, and 
let it lie by me feveral Months, without giving it 
an attentive Confederation. It feetned to qiq. Co 
palpably weak, dealing only in poftive Affprtipas 
and poftive Denials, that I could not imagine He 
would adventure it into the World, without very 
great Alterations. But it is now come abroad., 
juft as you received it, in a two Shillings Pafhphlet, 
intitled A Prefervative from unfettled Notions in Re¬ 
ligion. Of this Pamphlet what he has wrote 
againft me makes only a fmall Part. Now then 
,the Shtefion is, whether I fliall attempt to mfwer 
it ? Give me your Opinion , as you have given me 
your Ajftfance ; and may the Father of'Mercies 
give you an Increafe of Knowledge and Utterance, 
of Peace and Joy in the Holy (Jhoft.—Ill I have 
been, and ill I am; torn aimoft to Pieces by a 
Cough in the Night, which admits of no Remedy ; 
whatever is taken to afiuage, exafperates it. , Of 
all.Men living, who are not abfolutely confined, 
furely I am the weakef. If by fuch IVeaknefs thp 
Lord Jefus will vouchfafe to glorify bis Name, how 
transparent, how effulgent will be the Glory of his 
T 2 Power! 
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Pimm /—I have pot feen Mr. P** this many a 
Day j no, nor this many a Month. How I fear, 
left the World has beguiled him J Bleffed be the 
Lord, for fetting our AffeCtions on a happier State; 
bleffed be his Grace, for giving us fome Know¬ 
ledge of Jefus, as the Way to immortal Manfions. 
There we may be Citizens, here only Sojourners. 

I am, with true Gratitude, 

and fincere Affe&ion, 

your’s in Chrift Jefus, 

J. Hervey. 


LETTER XCV. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Aug. 5, 1758. 

TJfErewith I fend two other Sheets of my in- 
tended Work. Be fo good as to examine them 
with Rigour, and corrett them with Freedom. 

I am afraid, left the Weaknefs of the Advocate, 
Ihould injure the bleffed Caufe.—I am the more 
folicitous, becaufe the unexpected Acceptance of 
my Fajl-Sermons , will probably open a pretty wide 
Door of Ad million for this Piece. Befides fix 
Thoufand printed in London, an Edition was printed 
in Scotland, which was fpeedily fold oft'j and I was 
defired, by a Society eftablilhed for giving away re¬ 
ligious Books among the Poor, to grant them Leave 
to print an Impreilion for this Purpofe. In Ire¬ 
land they have been printed. Into Dutch they are 
tranflated; and a Letter, received laft Week from 
fome pious and ingenious Stranger in America in¬ 
forms me, that they have been reprinted there, and 
found much Acceptance: All this will be a.kind 
of recommendatory Preface to this projected Piece. 
The good Lord grant, I may fpeak and writ* found 

'fVords, 
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Words, fuch as cannot be reproved f—My Prayer 
is, that you may be of quick Underftanding in the 
Fear of the Lord, always and on all Occafions ; 
and more efpecially when you are lifting and im¬ 
proving the Writings of. 

Dear Sir, 

your truly aflfe&ionate and 

much obliged Friend, 

J. Heryet. 

LETTER XCVI. 

Dear Sir , Saturday Morning. 

TN Reply to your Queftion, “ Why fo many 

“ learned and very clever Men in all worldly Af- 
“ fairs., Jhould treat Religion with fo much Indiffer- 
“ ence, and remain unaffeSted by every Argument 
“ that can be urged to rouze them from fuch a State 
“ of Delufton," I fend you my Opinion in a few 
Words, viz. “ Becaufe they do not pray for the Af- 
“ fijlance f of the Holy Spirit .”—Ana I fend you 
an Anfwer more at large, ex trailed from a Book 
of the celebrated Dr. Bates’ s, which I was lately^ 
reading, intitled. The Sovereign and final 
Happiness of Man, with the effeilual Means ta 
obtain it. 

“ The efficacious Influence, fays the Do&or, of 
“ the Holy Spirit, is requifite to change the Win., 
“ that with a free and full Confcnt, our Will 
“ may defire and profecute the fpiritual, eternal 

f See Chrift’s own Words, Luke xi. 13.—which the 
Generality of Mankind difregard: No wonder then, 
that the World lhould lie fo much in Darknefs, and he 
thur tletnHo vital Religion. 

T 3 


“ Good, 
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“ Go6d.—Without this, the Conviction of the 
“ Mind is not powerful enough to convert the 
“ Soul from the Love of the World to chufe Hea- 
“ ven.—There may be an enlightened Confcience, 
“ without a renewed Heart. Though the Judg- 
“ men x alients that God is the fupremc Good ; 
“ yet till the Heart be circumcifei. , and the Senfua- 
<{ lity of the Aftedliofis taken away, divine Love 
“ (which directs our Life to God as our blefled 
“ End) can ncVer pojfefs it. 

if Men had a fenlible and ftrong AJfurance of 
“ the eternal State hereafter; if all thofe who 
“ lived godly in a vijible Manner afeended with- 
** Elias to Heaven; and if all who continued in 
“ their Sins vifwly defeended into Hell,, (as Corah 
“ and his Companywere fwallowed up alive by 
“ the Earth before the Ifraclites ;) if Men could 
Ci . hear the joyful Exultations of the Saints above, 
“ and their high Praifes of God; then hear the 
“ defperate Cries artd deep Complaints of the 
** Damned : Nay, if one according to the Defire 
“ of the rich Man was fent from the doleful Re- 
“ gions below., and with his fiery Tongue Ihould 
“ preach a Sermon on thofe Torments, not de- 
“ feribing them at a Di/lance, but by a fenfible 
“ Demonftration in Himfelf yet this alone 
“ would not be fujficient to drawoff Men’s Hearts 
“ from the deceitful and tranfitory Happinefs of 
“ this World, and to fajlen them on the perfect and, 
“ eternal Happinefs in the next. Indeed, they 
“ could not then indulge their Vices fo fecurely; 
“ but yet they Would be Strangers to the Life of 
“ Gtd, fuch an inveterate Alienation of Heart is in 
“ Men from real f Holinefs; frbm till the quickening 

“ Spirit 

. f “ Holinef* is a divine Principle, without thd fin- 
“ cere Prevalence of which, * na Man JbaJJ.. fee the 
“ Lord.' Heb. xii. 14.—It is the great End of the 

» Goipel, 
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f ‘ Spirit of God (by a direfling perfuafive Light* 
“ which reprefents the Truth and Goodntis of 
“ fpiritual Things) transforms the Soul, ainl 
“ makes it fpiritual in its Valuations, and Aft’ec- 
“ tions, it is inwardly averfe from Grace and 
“ Glory. 

“ How earneftly therefore ought we all to 
“ pray, that this Holy Spirit may direSt our 
“ Hearts to the Love of God, and to the patient 
“ Waiting for of Chrift Jefus, when he fhall 
“ come to be glorified in his faithful Servants, and 
“ admired in all them, that believe.” 

In another Place % Dr. Bates exprcfics himfelf 
in thefe very momentous Terms: “ Worldly 

“ Men 

** Gofpel as well as the Law, to promote and advance 
“ which, the Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift and his 
“ Holy Spirit, has been revealed and imparted to us.” 
See Dr. Stonhoufe' s Friendly Advice to a Patient , (13th 
Edition, Page 10.) 

J Dr. Bates of Emanuel, and afterwards of King's 
College Cambridge, and Chaplain to King Charles the 
Second, is univerfally allowed to have been a Man of 
ftrong natural Parts, of great acquired Learning, of 
moll exemplary Candor and Moderation.-—Such a Vi 
•vacity of Imagination as his, ard fuch a Solidity ana 
Depth of Ju'l ment, rarely meet together.—He is well 
known fo. the Exa&nefs and Propriety of his Method, 
and the Clearnefs and Delicacy of his Style ; infomuch, 
that He was by many accounted the Cicero of his Time, 
and therefore called the Silver-Tongued Bates.— The 
•whole Works of this elegant Author were in 1723 re¬ 
printed in Folio (Price fifteen Shillings;) but it is 
much to be wilhed, that fume of his little Pieces were 
to be published fcparately, as they were formerly ‘ 
efpedally, his ineitimable little Treatife on the foud 
lajl Things (<1 tits. Death, Judgment, Heaven, and 
Hell,) :a. which Truth fpeaks with fuch Authority, 
Perfuafion, and Efficacy, as confirains the Reader to 
T 4 lay 
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“ Men, when Death is near, are not fo much af- 
*« fe&ed with the Lofs of the Crown of Glory, 
“ and the Kingdom of Heaven, as with their 
“ leaving the prefent World, and its Vanities:— 
« This makes Death intolerably bitter.—In fhort, 
“ till the Love of God inflames and purifies the 
“ Heart, the Fruition of his Glory is notefteem- 
“ ed, nor defired f.” 

Your Queftion will be flill further anfwered by 
confidering thoroughly two Tra&s, wrote by Pro¬ 
fessor Franck : One of which is intitled, AJhort 
Introduction to the Practice of the Chrijiian Religion , 
(Price ThreePence;) and the other is intitled, 
Nicodemus , or A Treatife againjl the Fear of Man ; 
wherein the Caufes, and fad Effects thereof are 
briefly dcfcribed, with fome Remedies againft it; 
Price One Shilling;—dedicated to the honourable 
Society for Reformation of Manners. 

And now having mentioned Professor 
Franck, and his Treatife againjl the Fear of Man, 

lay his Hand on his Heart, and moll fenfibly feel, that 
he has a Soul and Conference, though he had hitherto 
Jived as if he had neither.—The Life of Dr. Bates 
is inferted among!, the Lives of other eminent Men in 
the Biographia Britannica , where a farther account of 
him may be found. 

f A Writer of later Date has exprefied himfelf much 
to the fame Purpofe.—But as Life is the Gift of God, 
and as that is the Time for our doing Good, and ho¬ 
nouring our Creator and Saviour, the Words foolijh 
Fandncfs for Life are perhaps objeftionable. 

“ Nothing but a foolijh Fondnefs for Life, which if 
“ its Evils did not cure, one would think the near Pro- 
* ‘ fpect of Heaven might; or elfe a Doubt as to our / 
“ Title to the promifed Reward (which lhould fiublf 
" our Diligence to fecure that Title) can make any one 
** loth to die, who heartily believes in Godf-'aad his 
'* Son our Saviour lefus Chrift.” 


I can- 
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I cannot conclude without obferving, that I think 
him one of the moft eminent ChrifHans, and moft 
extraordinary Men I ever heard of, as his Pittas 
Hallenfts, which I read with Admiration, and deep 
Humility, fufficiently demovjlrates ; and had I been 
a Member of the Society for Reformation of Man¬ 
ners, when the Dedication of hisNicoDEMus had 
been prefented to them, I (hould have made a Mo¬ 
tion to have had an hundred Pounds expended in a 
proper Dijiribution of that moft important Bock, 
as there can be no material Reformation, till the 
Fear of Man is removed ; and as Nothing can be 
better calculated to extirpate fuch Fear, and pro¬ 
mote all the other laudable Ends of the Society. 

I am, dear Sir, yours ( 3 c. 

James Hervey. 

P. S. The Title of the Book I recommended to 
your Son, pleafe to tell him, was Henry’s P lea fata- 
nefs of a religious Life. The Author defigned it 
particularly for young People; and in my Conver- 
fation with them, I generally mention it; lam in¬ 
deed the more folicitousof having it put into then 
Hands, as they are too apt to look upon Religion 
in a gloomy View, confidering it as deftruitive ol 
every Enjoyment. 

LET T E R XCVII. 

My dear Friend , Wejlon-Favell , Oil. 24, 1758. 
T ET me repeat my Thanks for the Trouble you 
have taken, and for the Afftjlance you have 
given me, in relation to my Controverfy with Mr. 
lVefey \i He is fo unfair in his Quotations, and fo 
magilterial in his Manner, that 1 find it no final! 
Dilficully“to preferve the Decency of the Gentle¬ 
man, 
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man, and the Meelcnefs of the Chriftian, in my 
intended Anfwer : May out divine Matter aid me 
in both thefe inttances, or elfe not fuffer me to 
write at all. 

Ihave juft been reading Hab. iii. 13. no* rvnp iteir 19 
feemed difficult to clear; one of the Metaphors 
referring to an animate, the other to an inanimate 
Strintture; I {hould be glad to know, how you un- 
derftandj and how you would explain the Paflage. 
Perhaps; at your Leifure, you will confider the 
whole Chapter; and, when I a Ik for a Defcant 
upon one, give me an Elucidation of twenty Verfes. 

I have certainly a very great Efteem for Dr. Gill, 
yrt I never could aflent to his Notion of eternal * 
Juftification. I am very much obliged to you for 
pointing out to me the Paflage in Theron and Af- 
fafio, which feems to favour, or proceeds upon 
l'uch a Tenet.*—It fhall be altered in the next Edi¬ 
tion. 

Gentleman to whom Mr. Heevey is here writ¬ 
ing has remarked, as follows, in a Letter wrote lince 
Mr. Htr’uey’s, Deceafe: 

" Mr. Herwy's Zeal for the Dodlrine of Free 
“ Grace made him ftrive to exprefs himfelf in Dr. 
“ Gill's Manner; not enough attending to the Confe- 
“ quencei. —Now this Palfage, wrote but two Months 
“ before his Death, is fuch a frank Declaration againll 
“ a fundamental Antinamian Dodlrine, as cannot but 
" be pleafing to all his pious Friends.See Vol. II. 
p. 13;, where he declares againft Antinomianifn. 

(CP Mr. Hervey has occafionally complained of .the Un- 
fairnefs of reprefenting him at a Predeftinarian without 
a fujjicient Authority : And in the 1 ()th Page of this Vo¬ 
lume he declares, that he never even attempted to ftudy 
that intricate Point: Is it therefore the Part of Candour 
to draw Conclufions, which may be to his Disadvan¬ 
tage, deduced only from fame dubious ExpreJJions in his 
Writings'? 


5 


My 
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My dilatory Proceedings you will afcribe to the. 
real Caufe, Stcknefs j then you will not deal with 
me according to the Law of Retaliation, but ac¬ 
cording to that Law of Kindnef's, which the Grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift lias written upon your 
Heart. 

Indeed. I think your Arguments arc unnnfwcr- 
able. If fo, don’t you think there are fome Things 
in my third Dialogue exceptionable: I wifli you 
would examine it, bring it to the Totichftone of 
your laft Letter, and where it is wrong, correct it. 

I fhould like to have Tberon objedt Something 
in your Way of Argumentation, and Jfpafw frankly 
confefs, that he has overfhot the Mark. Such an 
Acknowledgment endears the Charadler of the' 
Speaker, and fuch a Circumftance makes the Sen¬ 
timent more impreffive on the Reader. 

I have often thought the fecond Verfe of PfaL 
cxxxi. very difficult, and have been at a Lois to 
find out the Propriety of the Comparifon. Why 
compofed and quiet as a weaned Child ? When we 
know, that the Time of weaning Children, is al¬ 
ways a Time of Difappointment, often of Difeafe. 
At this Seafon, they are particularly froward, and 
peevilh ; the very Reverfe therefore of that Frame 
of Mind, which the Pfalmifl feems to be illus¬ 
trating.—This was the ben Solution, which oc¬ 
curred to my Thoughts. A Child, weaned from 
his Mother, is difquicted and fretful: Such is my 
natural , and fuch would be my habitual Temper, 
was 1 not influenced and calmed by Grace; but 
through divine Grace, my Mind is refigned and 
quiet as the weaned Child, when brought back to 
the Mother, and lulled to reft on that fofc 

and warm Boibm, where it had fo often lain, witbf 
the gre&eft Delight; but frdlh which it had been, 
for a Seafon, withdrawn.—You fee, I would trani- 
late wk 'is m Petlus five Grtmium Mains ftue. But 

whether 
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whether my Tranflation be warrantable, or my Pa- 
raphrafe fuch as fuits the Tenour of the Pfalm, I 
fubmit to your Determination. 

Accept my fincere Thanks for your valuable 
Correction of a Paffage in my Sermon : Such im¬ 
proving Animadverfions will always be more ac¬ 
ceptable than the inebriating Voice of Applaufe; 
—far more acceptable to, 

your truly affectionate Friend, 

J. Hervhv. 

LETTER XCVIII. 

Dear Sir, Friday Morn. 

VOU afk me what I think of you, in cafe it 
-*• fhould p’eafeGod to take you out of the World, 
in the perplexed State you have defcribed to me.— 
An Anfwer to fuch a Queftion, is much more dif¬ 
ficult than you feem to be aware of; and there¬ 
fore, 1 muft beg Leave to decline palling any Sen¬ 
tence.—We Minifters are to teach, warn, com¬ 
fort, and exhort every Man according to God’s 
moll holy Word;—but after Death comes the 
judgment on each of us. For alas! how little, 
how very little do we know of one another, or of 
Ourfelves? The moft amazing, perhaps, and one 
of the moft humbling Confiderations too, which 
can well be offered to the human Mind, is that, 
though we cannot form a tolerable Judgment of 
any Man’s real Condition, yet God (hall judge the 
World, the whole World in Equity; not fo much 
as one Jingle Cafe, how intricate foever it may feem 
to us, will He miftake—He was, is, and ever Hull 
be omnifcient, and omniprefent.—And yett/fhort- 
lighted Creatures as we are, how often do we ufurp 
this Prerogative, and prefume to judge our Fellow- 
4 Creatures. 



Creatures. A certain Author, whofe Name I for¬ 
got (though I regiftered to the following Efteft 
from him in one of my old Diaries) has obferved, 
“ that it is impoffible for us Mortals to form an 
“ equitable Judgment of the State of any one In- 
« dividual ; becaufe God alone knows all the Cir- 
« cumftance.s in which He has been , and now is. 
“ He alonf can be the proper Judge of his Abili- 
« ties and Powers—what Opportunities he had of 
“ improving himfelf and of doing Good; what 
“ were the Force of his Temptations;—what Dif- 
4t Acuities he had to ftruggle with ; what Portion 
“ of divine Grace was given to him; what natu- 
“ ral Underftanding He had; what acquired 
“ Knowledge was or could be obtained by Him ; 
<c —and in Ihort, what the true State of his Cafe 
“ was.—Nor will he condemn any one unjuftly 
“ or arbitrarily.—How comfortable a Refleftion is 
“ this ! (efpecially to one, who is cruelly perfe- 
“ cuted, or unjuftly cenfured) that God (halt 
“ judge the World in Equity, —and yet,—what a 
“ tremendous Thought is it, that every Day we 
“ live we provoke this Judge of all Men, and in- 
“ creafe our Heap of Sin,—which fwells into fuch 
“ a frightful Size, fuch a ftupendous Mountain 
“ of Guilt, as will make us one Day ftand amazed 
“ at the Sight of it.—But what art thou, O thou 
“ great Mountain ? Before Zerubbabel thou lhalr 
“ become a Plain. (Zech. iv. 7.)—We have an 
“ Advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the 
“ righteous; and He is the Propitiation for our 
“ Sins.—Oh ! that I may have a devout and 
“ lively Faith in Him, as it is by Him alone my 
“ Sins can be cancelled.—May the Cry of hr-; 
“ Blood drown their Clamour.—We are, moft 
“ juft Qod, the Children of thy Wrath, and He 
“ is the Son of thy Love, who died to fave us ; 
“ and through whom thou art willing to receive 



t 286 3 

** us.—Y^t what a diftruftful Fainting of Mind 
“ comes over me, on the Remembrance of former, 
“ Tranfgrefiions, which neither a Reflexion on 
God’s ineffable Goodncfs, nor on the unbound- 
“ ed Value of the Sacrifice of Chrift ; can effec- 
“ tually relieve?—Hear me, O Lord God, in this 
“ my Hour of Heart-felt Diftrefs; nor "tale thou 
“ Vengeance cf my Sins: Spare thy Creature, 
“ O Lord, fpare Him , whom thou haft redeemed 
“ with thy moft precious Blood; let thy mighty 
Spirit fit me for Mercy and Acceptance; 
* c and be not, oh ! be not angry with me for 
“ ever*' 

With this. Profit Quotation, I fend you a Copy of 
Verfics on the Renovation of a Sinner j which wili, 
perhaps, at this Time, be neither unacceptable, 
nor unfeafonable.—It was wrot e by a very parti¬ 
cular Friend of mine, and is as poetical, as it is 
jnftntctive and confolatory. 

I. 

• 

\KJ HEN with my Mind devoutly prefs’d, 

* * Dear Saviour ! my revolving Breaft 
Would paft Offences trace; 

Trembling I make the black Review, 

Yet pleas’d behold, admiring too. 

The Pow’r of changing Grace. 

II. 

This Tongue, with Blafphemies defil’d, 

Thefe Feet, to erring Paths beguil’d. 

In heav’nly League agree; 

Who would believe fuch Ups could praife. 

Or think my dark and winding Ways 
Should ever lead to Thee ? 


III. Thefe 
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III. 

Thefe Eyes, that once abus’d their Sight, 

Now lift, to thee their wat’ry Light, 

And weep a filent Flood j 
Thefe Hands afcend in ceafelefs Pray’r, 

Oh ! wafh away, the Stains they wear 
. In pure, redeeming Blood ! 

IV. 

Thefe Ears , that pleas’d could entertain 
The Midnight Oath, the luftful Strain, 

When round the feftal Board ; 

Now deaf to all th’ inchanting Noife, 

Avoid the Throng, deteft the Joys, 

And long to hear thy Word. 

V. 

Thus art thou ferv’d, in ev’ry Part 
Oh ! wouldft thou but transform my Heart, 
That drofly Thing refine; 

That Grace might Nature's Strength controul. 
And a new Creature,—Body, Soul, 

Be all —be ever Thine. 

I tranfcribed thefe Verfts, as I hope you will com¬ 
mit them to your Memory ; and often repeal them 
as you ride or walk, till your Tongue, Feet, Lips, 
Eyes,' Hands, Ears, and very Heart, are fubfer- 
vient to the great End of your own Salvation, and 
that of others. —Exert yourfelf;—be of good Cheer; 
the Clouds that darken the Face of your Affairs, 
will ere long difperfe. He, who gave his Blood 
for you, and refufed ttot to bear the racking, Ago¬ 
nies of the Crofs for you,—He will not leave you, 
nor forfake you. God, who is faithful and juft, 
has promifed to forgive us our Sins through the 
Mediation of his Son.—Lord I believe this, help 
Jfaou our Unbelief. —So wifties, and fo prays, 

- your’s very fincerely, J. Hervey. 

LET- 
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LETTER XCIX. 


My dear FriendJVednefday Morn. 
T Thank you, for remembering me before the Throne 
of Grace. Let your Prayers be for my cheer¬ 
ful Refignation to the divine good Pleafure, and 
for clear Manifeftations to me of Jefus Chrift. My 
Life has long been a Burden to myfelf., and is now 
become unprofitable to others. —Your Intention to 
vifit me is kind, but I am not fit for Company, 
unable either to carry on, or relifb Converfation ; 
1 am beft when alone: Do not therefore give your- 
felf the i rouble of coming ten Miles.—I accept 
the Will for the Deed.—As to your Tranflatioa 
of Zimmermaunus f De Eminentia Cognitionis Chrif- 
ti y I will, if my languid Spirits can bear the Talk, 
carefully read it over, which I have never been 
able to do fince I faw you in London. I lent it to 
Mr. ***, when he has done with it defire him to 
convey it to me: You Qiall then have (if the Lord 
will) the Refult of my renewed Perufal of that 
Piece, which I formerly was fo defirous of having 
tranjlated by you. May the Lord of all P6wer 
make you ftrong to labour in his facred Service, 
and crown your Labours with abundant Succefs. 

K 

I am, 

your truly affe&ionate Brother in Chrift, 

J. Her vet. 

t This was a favourite Book of Mr. Hervey' s — and 
he deiired Mr. Mofes Brown to tranjlate it from the 
Latin, and promifed to write an IntroduBion to it, 
which he never lived to perform. The Tranjlation will 
be published by Mr. Brown about Michaelmaf next, 
See Vol. I, p. 230, 242, 248. It was then publifhed. 

LET- 
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LETTER C. 

My dear Friend , Saturday Morn. 

T Have read over again and again, the corre&ed 
•*- Copy of your little Trail, which you intend for 
the nett Edition, and have examined it with my 
belt Attention: Not able to make any Amend¬ 
ment, which is confiderable, I have only fuggefted 
fome flight Alterations. Elegance you do not co¬ 
vet in fuch a Compofition; plain and neat is the 
proper Array for fuch an Addrefs. 

I am furprifed to read the Letter which the po¬ 
pular Gentleman from Durham writes againft your 
Book. Never fear,, my Friend :—Our Writings , 
as well as our Lives , are in the Hand of God al¬ 
mighty : If he will fpread, what {hall obftruit 
them ? If He will work by them, who {hall difan- 
nul his Deilgn ? Oh may we cry to Him, cleave 
to Him, and live by Faith on Him! For not by 
Might nor Power; not by Eloquence of Compo¬ 
fition, nor by Intereft of Patrons, but by my Spi¬ 
rit , faith the Lord. 

Pray take a little Pains with my Theron and Af- 
pafio: —You can fcarcely imagine, what Inquiries 
arp made after it, and what a Demand there is for 
it, even before Publication. It makes me rejoice 
with trembling. All-wife, all-gracious Jefus, be 
jealous for thine own Honour.—-Let me nor, oh I 
let me not, cloud its Brightncfs, or obftrudt its 
Progrefs, by any injudicious Touches of my Pen. 
—I now feel the Lofs of our valuable Friend Dr. 
Doddridge , to whofe Judgment I ever paid the 
higheft Deference 5 but fince He is gone, and we 
can have no more of his perfonal -Counfels , let us 
redouole our Attention to his Writings. 

I expc£k you will tell me my Manufcript is very 
prolix j but I defignedly made it fo, that my Friends 
Voi. II. U might 
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might judge what is proper to be omitted. It is 
eafier you know, to expunge than tocompofe: I 
with they would with a leaden Pencil inclofe in a 
Parcnthefis what they would have dropt: I hope, 
to retrench one fourth Part of the Copy. May the 
God of Wifdom direct, and the God of Mercy 
profper all our Undertakings ! 

I am, your’s very fincerely, 

J. Hervey. 

LETTER Cl. 

My dear Friend , Wejlon-Favell, Dec. 5, 1747. 
T Allure you I am extremely concerned for the Death 
of your moft excellent Wife, as indeed, indeed 
I think Ihe has left few Equals behind her.—“ Take 
“ her all in all, Ithall never fee her like again f.”— 
But, my dear Friend, you muft not give Way to 
excefftve Sorrow—all proper Allowances I tenderly 
do, and ought to make, as fuch will be made both 
by God, and Man ; but yet our Sorrows muft not 
be immoderate, or inconfiftent with the Will of 
God, and Refignation to his Providence.—Give 
me Leave to prefent you with, and recommend to 
you on this melancholy Occafion a repeated Perufal 
of Dr. Grofuenor’ s Mourner J, or the AjfliRed re¬ 
lieved. —’Tis a moft valuable Gem ; and, as ’tie 
wrote in Numbers like the Spectators, it will not 
weary your Attention. I am fure you ftand in 
Need of the Confolations, and Helps there fug- 
gefted; I am never without fome of thefe little 
Books to give away to my Acquaintance under 
Jffiieiion efpccially for the Ltfs of dear Relations 

• ft Sbakefpear's Hamlet. J Price Eighteen Pence, 
Seventh Edition) fold by Keith in Gracechurch-Jlrtet • 

Of 
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or valuable Friends ; I think it, for thefe PurpofeS, 
one of the mod judicious and univerfally ufeful 
Books extant; and it well deferves to be tranflated 
i nto the Language of every Nation where Chridiani- 
ty is profefled. 

Don’t you often recolleft in this Seafon of Dif- 
trefs, -the Difcourfe, the Prayers, the amiable, the 
rejoicing, and thd heavenly Spirit of our dear 
Friend, who was with us lad Month ? Bluffed be 
God for making Him fuch a lovely Example, and 
fuch a zealous Promoter of pure and undeftled Re¬ 
ligion.—BiefTed be God for promiiing us the fame 
divine Spirit; and giving us the fame glorious 
Hopes, which have had fuch a quickning and en¬ 
nobling Influence on bis Heart.—The rich Good- 
nefs of the Lord exercifed to others, fbould en¬ 
courage our Expeftations, fhould (Lengthen our 
Faith. —Let it then, let it be l'o.—Adieu ! my dear 
Friend !—I will come to you again very foon.—In 
the mean Time I (hall not ceafe to pray for you, as 
I am with great Compaflion, and great Efteem, 

mod tenderly, mod fincerely your’s, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CII. 

Dear Sir , 

T Should be glad to fugged any Thing, either for 
your Improvement, or Conlolation.—But what 
can 1 fugged, while you entertain fuch hard 
Thoughts of Chrid, and will not be perfuaded out 
of this drange Notion, “ that the Curfe of God 
“ has lighted on you, and will follow you to the 
“ Grave.” Such a Thought (and it mud be taken 
up without any real Foundation) not only renders 
you extremely miferable, but will blad all your 
future,Ufefulnefs.—Suppofe you had rebelled againd 
God in a more extraordinary Degree than even your 
U 2 own ■ 
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vwn Imagination can paflnt; and fuppofe you wit 
rejected by Him at the prcfcntj yet what fays the 
Apo(l!e. “ Humble \ourfelf in the Sight of the 
Lord, and Hi? will lift you up.” {Jam. iv. 10.) 

As to the Quotation from Mr. ***’s Letter to 
you, wherein he obfcrves with a kind of triumphant 
Malignity, “ that the Devil had taken an Advan- 
* e tage of you, in Relation to fome imprudent 
“ Management in the Affair, at ***, (jfc. (she. 
“ &c. and dragged you, as he expreffes it, through 
“ a Horfe-pond, dirtied and wet to the great Di- 
“ verllon of the Spectators.” I afkof vjhat Spec¬ 
tators ? Of the worldly-minded only, and the en- 
viou<-; to whom your former flourifning State as a 
firjl Rate Chriftian, was a conftant and vifible Re¬ 
proach ; yet Chrijl (tho’ you are now thus depreffcd) 
is If ill your Friend, and will break Satan’s Teeth ; 
and though dirty, will cleanfe you j though wet, 
will receive and warm you. 

Now let me put a fyhicjlion to you.—Would you 
rejeii your Child, becaufe, when dreffed in its beft 
Cloaths, He had met with a like Misfortune ?— 
Or, fuppofe He had rambled out in the Snow, and 
fcratched himfelf with Briars, and came to you 
bleeding and cold, would you turn him out of 
Doors, when he claimed your Pity f—We do not 
know Chrift well enough, how kind ! how good He 
is to us !—What is my Kindnefs and Compaflion 
for you (on which you feem to place fo high a 
Value) in Companion of Chrift’s /’—Have I been 
nailed to the Crofs for you ?—Oh pray earneftly to 
Him, for 

\ 

———To Him, to Him, ’tis giv’n, 

Pallion, and Care, 'and Anguifh to deftroy. 
Thro’ Him foft Peace and Plentitude of Joy 
Perpetual o’er the World redeem’d fliall flow. 

Prior ’s Solomon. 

He 
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He Has fatisfied God for all yourSins :—He is your 
Advocate ;—and has procured for you the ineftima- 
ble Gift of the Holy Spirit to fubdue your iniqui¬ 
ties.—Cultivate the Love of God in your Heart, 
and He will make your Path of Duty plain before 
you. I dare fay, God will make you more abun- 
daritly*ufeful than ever : Oh bring your Mind off 
from this deftructive Notion, “ that the Curfe of 
“ God follows you” —This is a Suggcltion ot Sa¬ 
lon's to prevent your Ufefulnefs;—buc remember 
that Text, “ The Lord knoweth how to deliver 


“ the godly out of Temptations.” (2 Peter ii. 9.) 
And he will certainly deliver you out of this, and 
reftore you to his wonted Favour. 

Don’t fele'dt fuch terrifying Texts for your Me¬ 
ditation, as in your Letter you tell me you have 
done.—It is as improper, as if you /hould eat 
the coldeft Melon, or ufe the moll flight Covering 
when fhivering with an Ague. Chufe the Morn¬ 
ing after you receive this Letter (by Way of Anti¬ 
dote to the Texts of your own iele&ing) the fol¬ 
lowing for your Meditation: His Mercy is greater 
than the Heavens; [Pfalm cviii. 4.) His Mercy en- 
dureth for ever. ( Pfalm cxviii. 1.) Put together 
thefc two Exprelflons, and fee whether they do not 
amount to more than either your Imprudences, or 
your Diftrefs.—You have to be fure done amifs, 
and dealt foolilhly in the Matter of ***, God for¬ 
bid I ihovtXA jujlify your ConduitBut oh let it 
not be /aid, let it not be once furmifed , that it is 
beyond the Reach of God’s unmeafurable Good- 
nefs to pardon , or of Chrift’s iminenlely rich Me¬ 
rits to expiate. The Lord foves you with an ever¬ 
lasting Love; and take if you pleafe, the latter Part 
of the xxxth of Ifaiah , Verfe 18. for your Content* 
plation ;—The Words are, “ For the Lord is a 
“ God of Judgment: Ble/fed are they, that wait for 

U 7 None 
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None can tell, none can think, what Mercy 
there is with the Lord ; with inconceivable Ten- 
dernefs his Bowels yearn towards' the weakeft, 
fraileft Believer in his dear Son.—Wc have difho- 
noured his Holinefs, and violated his Law; but 
let us not, to accumulate our Follies, derogate from 
the boundlefs Riches of his Mercy in Jefus Chrift, 
to all thofe who fetit, and intreat it.—There is a 
Wide Difference between Humiliation , and De~ 
/pair. —Draw near to Chrift with an humble Bold- 
nefs. 

May you fee many, many Years on Earth; and, 
when the Earth fhall be no more, may you be re¬ 
ceived into the New Jerufalem-, where dwelleth 
Righteoufnefs, confummate Righteoufnefs, and 
everlafting Happinefs.—This, my dear Sir, is my 
earned Wifh, and fervent Prayer for you , and for 
myfelf, who am, with great Companion and true 
Regard, 

ycur obliged humble Servant and Friend, 

James Hervey, 

P. S. My favourite Author Liborius Zimmer- 
mannus , whifpers to me on this Occafion the fol¬ 
lowing Paffage: “ Said l not unto thee, if thou 
wouldft believe, thou fliouldft see the Glory 
“ of God, and experience his Goodnefs, when leaft 
“ deferved, or rather notorioufly Forfeited.” Hence 
may we be convinced , that his Loving-kindnefs is 
unbounded, is unwearied, is infinite; as much fur- 
pafling all our Follies, and all our Thoughts, as 
the World of Waters exceeds the Drop of a Buc¬ 
ket.—«Oh for a Spirit of fteady Faith to live un¬ 
der the continual Belief of this, precious, pre¬ 
cious Truth. 


L E T- 
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LETTER CIIL 

Dear Si/ler, Biddeford, Ofloler 12, 1742. 

T Received your kind Letter. It was a Pleafure 

to hear from Harding/lone , the Place which gave 
me Birth, and the Place which preferves my Sif¬ 
ter.—I am obliged to the Rev. Mr- Rofe for re- 
membring me, and defire him to accept my beft 
Compliments; I hope he will be an Inftrument of 
doing much Good. To fave Souls is the no- 
bleft Acquifition in the World; infinitely more 
defirable, than to find great Spoils. May this be 
bis Honour and Happinefs, and may it be my con¬ 
tinual Aim! 

My poor Aunts are no more, they are gone ,the 
Way of all Flefh; Eternity has received them ; 
their State is now become unchangeable. Ob, 
that we may be alarmed by their Departure, and 
labour while we have Time, to make our Calling 
and Election fure! 

My Mother tells me, you have been much in- 
difpofed: I fhall rejoice to hear, that you are bet¬ 
ter. Sicknefs and Affli&ions are God’s Call ; they 
are divine Admonitions, and warn us not to be 
fond of the World, but to fet our Affe&ions on 
Things above. May the bleffed Jefus make them 
effedtual to our Souls ! 

I wifh I had any News to write, that you can 
underftand, and relifli. The Small-Pox is mark¬ 
ing many, and carrying off fome among us : It is 
a Privilege of no fmall Value to be paji that in¬ 
fectious Diforder: I have often thought, that it is 
too lively an Emblem of the Condition of our Souls 
by corrupt Nature and evil Pra£tice. So polluted, 
fo loathlome is our better Part in the Eye of un¬ 
created Purity, till we are wafhed, till we are 
cleahied in redeeming Blood. May we earneftly 
V 4 Eng 
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Jong to be wafhcd in that Fountain, opened in our 
Saviour’s Side, for Sin, and for Uncleannefs. 

„ See how our Judgments and Inclinations alter 
m Procefs of Time PI once thought I Ihould make 
lefs U fe of the Spectators than you ; but now I be¬ 
lieve the Reverfe of this is true, for we read one or 
more of thofe elegant and inftruflive Papers every 
Morning at Breakfaft; they are ferved up with our 
Tea, according to their original Defign. We rec- 
Tcon our Repaft imperfect, without a little of Mr. 
Addifan's or Mr. Steele's Company. I with Mifs 

Becky K- -an Increafeof Happinefs in the Change 

of her State : Marriage fhould augment our Joys, 
and diminilh our Sorrows. My humble Service 

attends Mrs. K -, Mr. C -’s Family, and 

Mr. V --. My Love to my Brother, and to 

yourfelf concludes all at prefent to be communi¬ 
cated by 

Pear Sifter, 

your affe&ionate Brother, 

J. Hervet. 

LETTER CIV. 

Sir, Wef.on-Favell, Dec. 6,1756. 

T Received 'your obliging and valuable Prefent of 
the Scriptural f Poems, wrote by an American. 
It is an extraordinary Performance, confidering the 

difadvan- 

f The Author of thefe fcriptural Poems had no other 
Education, than what a Country School Miftrefs could 
bellow on Him. How far He improved by his own 
Indultry, notwithftanding the oppreffive Weight of 
Poverty and Diftrefs he laboured under, thef<; fcrip¬ 
tural Poems evidently Jhew, as the Sallies of true Ge- 
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dlfadvantageous Circumftances, under which the 
Author laboured.— A Spirit of Zeal and Devotion 
animates the Whole. —There arc too fome elevated 
Thoughts, and fine Lines in it, particularly in that 
Part of his Poems, which He intitles Man's Fall 
and Exaltation , or the Chrijiian Triumph. 

I hope the Sale of it will anfwer your Expedi¬ 
tion, and rccompenfe the Coil you have beftowed 
in Printing it fo elegantly, and on fo fine a Pa¬ 
per.—But, be that as it may, you have my beft 
Wifhes that it may become the Darling of the 
Publick ; and you have at the fame Time the fin- 
cere Thanks of. Sir, 

your obliged, humble Servant, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CV. 

Saturday Morning. 

HPHANKS to my dear Friend, for the Enter- 
A tainment He has given me, by Hanway's Ac¬ 
count of f Nadiar Shah ; an illuftrious Villain in¬ 
deed I He fpread Firebrands, Arrows and Death. 
May we be conformed to his Image, who went 
about doing Good. 

nius are every where vifible in his Compofitionj. Such 
a Diamond as this, even rough from its native Mine, 
plays a fprightlier Beam, than one of a more languid 
and feeble Luflre, which has received the higheft Po- 
lilh of Education. 

It is fold by Riving ton in St. Paul's Church-Yard, the 
fecond Edition, Price ir. 

f See Hamvaj's accurate and entertaining Travels, 
in two Volumes Quarto* Page 255 of the fecond Vo¬ 
lume, 


If 
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If you have Voltaire's Life of Lewis XIV. be 
pleafed to give me the Perufal of it: I fancy, his 
Reign in France , was fomewhat like the Augujlan 
Age in Rome. Periods of Politenefs both! But 
what are thofe to Heaven ? that World, where 
DWELLETH Righteoufnefs, confummate Righte- 
oufnefs and everlafting Happinefs. Don’t you long y 
more and more, for thofe Courts of the living 
God ! Don’t you love Him more and more, who 
(after He had overcome the Sharpnefs of Death) 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers ? 

JVarburton \ hear has publifhed two Volumes of 
Sermons, Odtavo j in which it feems. He has de¬ 
cried experimental Religion, difregarded the Pe¬ 
culiarities of the Gofpel, and treated the Opera¬ 
tions of the Spirit as mere Enthufiafm. If this be 
the Effedt of his great Learning, then good Lord 
deliver us all, fay I, from fuch an Attainment. If 
you either have , or can borrow them, juft let me 
peep on them.—Don’t buy them to gratify me ; I 
can reliftt Nothing but what is evangelical. 

Your Friend’s Differtations were put into my 
Hands; very pure Diction, but that is all} all to 
me, at leaft. There was the Bone, but the Mar¬ 
row was gone 5 Jefus Chrift, my Portion and 
your’s, was forgot.—How different his Strain from 
St. Paul’s Refolution, “ I am determined to know 
“ Nothing but Chrift Jefus and Him crucified,” 
which happened to be the Subjedt of my Exhor¬ 
tation to my Family laft Night. Lord reveal thy 
adorable Son, the all-fuflicient Saviour in our 
Hearts j and the more others negledt Him, fo much 
the more let us, my dear Friend, be zealous to ho¬ 
nour Him. 

I have looked into the Manufcript you fent me. 
There feems to be many lively and fpirited Senti¬ 
ments in it, but furely it is defedtive in tjie main 
Point. St. Paul , I am apt to think, upon a Peru¬ 
fal 
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fal of the Treatife, would fay, the Author has 
good Senfe, may be no bad Moralift, but being ig¬ 
norant of God’s Righteoufnefs, and going about 
to eftablifh his own Righteoufnefs, he has not fub- 
mittcd to the Righteoufnefs of God, Ram. x. 3.— 
Lord, give us an Underftanding, that we may 
know Him, that is true ! Then we fhall fee Chrift 
Jefus, the God-Man, to be in the grand Affair of 
Salvation, like the Meridian Sun; and all other 
Things, like the Stars at Noon-Day. 

Did you ever read Mr. Whalley’s * Remarks 
upon Shakefpear? If you have not, I will fend you 
the Pamphlet. They are very ingenious, and well 
deferve the Notice of the Publick ; particularly of 
your’s, who are fuch an Admirer of Shakefpear. 

When you can fpare Francis’s Tranilation of 
Demojlhenes (I fuppofe it is the fame Francis who 
tranflated Horace') favour me with a Sight of it. 
A Sight of this will content me; but God's Word, 
that ineftimable Book, which fhews me the Way of 
Salvation ,T would cleave to, I would dwell upon. 
And would not you, my dear Friend, do fo too ? 
Ev roi/Ioif icrSt. 

My Text on Wednefday Evening will be a com¬ 
plete Defcription of a Chriftian ; viz. “ We are 
“ the Circumcifion, which worfhip God in the 
“ Spirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no 
“ Confidence in the Flefh.” ( Philip. iii. 3.) A 
fine Subject for your Meditation! —-Why fhould I 
not add, for your Converfation alfo ? 

Ever your’s, James Hervey. 

* This Gentleman publifhed all Ben Jmfan'% 
Works; wrote a Supplement to Mr. Hervcy’s Remarks 
on Lord Bolingbrokc ; (fee Vol. I. Pag. viii. of the Life) 
and is jujw compiling the Hiftory and Antiquities of 
Nortbamptonjhire, in three Volumes folio. 

P. s; 
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P. S. I have almoft finiflied Theron and rffpa- 
Jio ;—and in the fixteenth Dialogue, you will find 
fomc Animadvcriions on immodejl Paintings and 
Statues. May the God of Purity profper my En¬ 
deavours to abolilh this vicious Tafte; and may all 
fuch Indecencies be removed, as they cannot but 
{hock every truly religious Beholder. 

LETTER CVI. 


Dear Sir, 

'T'ELL our ingenious Friend at ***, if I did 
not give a diredt Anfwcr to his Queftion, it 
was becaufe he had Hated it improperly. His Man¬ 
ner was like making a raw Apothecary’s Appren¬ 
tice the proper Judge of a Dodlor’s Bill: If fuch 
a Chap could take upon Him to fay, “ Do&or, 
“ your Language is unintelligible, your Recipes 
“ are injudicious,” what Anfwer would you make ? 
Some fuch Anfwers mult be made, even to Dr. 
C*** and Mr. O**, if they or Dr. C*** main¬ 
tain nr would infinuate, that the Myftery of Sanc¬ 
tification, as delineated by Marjhall , is unintelli¬ 
gible, and injudicious ; merely becaufe they do not 
immediately difeern its Propriety.—1 own, the 
third, and fourth Direction of Mr. Marjhall feetn 
cbfcure f ; but this does not arife from any impro¬ 
per Manner of treating the Subjects, but from the 
myfterious Nature of the Subjects themfelves. 

+ There is confeffedly Somewhat of Obfcurity in the 
third, and fourth Direction and as Mr. Marjhall' s 
Directions are of a •very evangelical Nature, they wilt 
undoubtedly appear to be out of the common Road j 
though his Method is remarkably inftriiftive, as no 
Man perhaps was ever better acquainted with the hu¬ 
man Heart; and the Method he has laid dovnufor the 
, effectual Practice of Holinefs is admirable, 

2 


This, 
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This, fays Dr. C**, is my firm Faith, “ that, 
** if we do well, we fhall be accepted through the 
“ Merits of Chrilf.”—I might afk the Do&or 
whether He does well ? Dare he avow this, even 
before me his Fellow-Worm, and Fellow-Sinner? 
How then will he maintain the Pretenfion before 
that infinitely pure God , in whofe Sight the very 
Heavens are unclean ?—But I chufe to a/k him, 
(what may leem Iefs ofFenfive) has He never read 
of the Righteoufnefs of Faith* ?—of being made 
Righteous by one Man’s Obedience + ? and of Righ¬ 
teoufnefs imputed without Works % ? Now I fhould 
be glad to learn , what the Holy Spirit means by 
thefe Expreffions? And if our worthy Friend 
pleafes to /hew, how his Faith can be m aJc con¬ 
formable to any one of thefe Texts, i will under¬ 
take to demonftrate the Conformity of my Faith to 
them all.—Ah! why fhould we hug adcfpicable 
Rag, and rejedl a Suit of beautiful Apparel ? The 
Lord Jefus enable us all to difeern the Things that 
are excellent! 

Let me this Chrijlmas , wifh you and Mrs. ** 
all Joy, and Peace in Chrift Jefus. Thefe are the 
true Compliments of "the Seafon, and therefore 
fent by 

your true Friend, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CVII. 


Dear Sir., 

T Here fend you Part of my Manufcript Copy of 
Theron and Afyafio: If you think it worth your 
While to beftow any Corrections upon them well; 

* Rim. x. 6. f Rom. v. 19. t Rom. iv. 6 . 

if 
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if not, this alfo is well. For my own Part, fo 
very languid-are my animal Spirits, I am more and 
more indifferent about them : I fee fo much Weak* 
nefs in my Mind, and fo many Impcrfe&ions in 
my Compofitions, that I am afraid to venture 
upon the Stage of Obfervation again.—An oblig¬ 
ing Letter from Mr. H - r, informs me of his 

Willingnefs to perufeand correct any literary At¬ 
tempt of mine;, and difeovers, I think, ftill more 
the Integrity, Simplicity, and Piety of his Heart. 

I prefer both South's and Delaune's Sermons to 
the Bifhop’s for Soundnels of Do&rine.—The j Hrjl 
might be crabbed in his Temper, and the fecond 
voluptuous in his Life, yet both are more evangeli¬ 
cal in their Sentiments than He is.— Thofe , who 
can read fuch Kind of inoral EJfays as the Bifhop’s, 
(very improperly called Sermons) as Guides to 
Heaven, and as good Comforters while on Earth, 
will one Day I hope form a better Judgment, and 
be enabled in a clearer Manner to difeern the Things 
which are excellent. 

On Dr. Stonhoufe' s f Recommendation, I have 
lately read Dr. Watts' s Treatife on the Love of God, 

and 

f As Authors differ fo very much in their Notions 
concerning the Love of God, and the Ufe of the Paf- 
fions in Prayer, the Editor concluded it would not be 
unacceptable to the Reader, if he fubjoined Dr. Ston- 
btnje's * judicious Remarks on a Subjeft, which Bi- 
fhop Hoadley and Dr* Snaps have fo itrenuoufly de¬ 
bated. 

“ This is a pathetick Addixfs to the Heart, which 
“ I could wilh in the Hands^K almoft every Reader, 
“ for upon the whole I fcarcely know z metre impor- 
*' tanc Book, as it ihews the right Ufe, as well as the 

* Ere the Eighth Edition of his Fkiindiy Aimer t<> a ? a ' 
TIINT, Page 56. 


" noto- 
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ini its Influence on all the Paffions ; which is indeed 
a molt excellent Book, happily calculated for Ufe- 
fulncfs.—lf you have never fan it, you have a Plea- 

fure 

“ notorious Abufe of the Paffions in Matters of Re- 
“ Jigion; aud points out the happy Medium between 
“ the rapturous Flights, and even indecent Expref- 
“ fions of Enthufiafts on the one Hand, and the dry 
“ Reafonings, and cold Addrefles of the Lukewarm 
" on the other. The extravagant Sallies, wild Tranf- 
“ ports, and heated Imaginations of the former, will 
“ often in the Judgment of the latter, feem nearly 
“ approaching to Madnefs, and be ridiculed as fuch. 
“ —'So far as they are exceffive and irrational, they 
“ are unqueltionably blameable, and moll carefully to 
“ be avoided ; yet grateful Acknowledgments, and 
“ the humble Approaches of a dependent reafonable 
“ Being, to an omnipotent Creator, and infinitely be- 
“ nevolent Benefaflor, demand far different Affec- 
“ tions and Expreffions from thofe, with which we 
“ purfue a mechanical Improvement, or demonftrate 
“ a mathematical Propofition.—-We are to love the 
ct Lord our God with all our Hearts, and with all our 
“ Strength; but the Expreffions of this Love, where 
“ it is equally Jincere, will yet be different in different 
“ Conftitutians. —Prayer, according to my Apprehen- 
“ fion, may not improperly be defined an Addrefs to 
** Heaven, enlivened with fuch Degrees of Fervour 
“ and Intenfenefs, as our natural Temper, influen- 
" ced by a true Senfe of God and his Attributes, 
“ may produce. 

“ Excellent Inltru&ion of various Kinds may b» 
** found in this Treatife.—A ftriking Meditation of 
" the Author’s upon the Argument of each Difcourfe, 
“ Ihews the practical Ufes of the feveral Propofitions 
“ which he maintains, and directs the Reader to ufe 
* c his own Paffions, as a Spur to quicken his Progrefs 
" in the Chriltian Life.”—The following Quotation, 

will fljpw the Regard which the great Dr. Boerheiave 
“ paid'to Treatifcs on this important SubjeCt. “ His 

“ Time 
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Aue yet to tome; and I would by all means advife 
you to get it.—The Love of God is indeed the 
Source and Soul of Religion}—and what can pro¬ 
duce it, what can cherifh it, but a Senfe of God’s 
Love to us manifefted in his dear Sort ? by -whom 
we are fully affured, that he has forgiven us all 
Trefpaffes, and will give us Life eternal. • 

Prefent my affe&ionate Compliments to your 
Family, and believe me, as I really am, 

moft cordially your’s, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CVIII. 

My dear Friend, . Wejlon-Fdvell, Feb. 22. 
HP* HE three Volumes of Theron and Afpafio defire 
you firft to accept them, then freely to ani¬ 
madvert upon them; and above all, to implore the 
Bkjfrng of God for them.—I think, when People’s 
Sentiments differ fo exceffively as Mr.. * * *’s 
and mine, it is beft to be at a Diftance. O ! 
may we all be kept clofe to our divine Head; 
and in a little Time, that , which is imperfect, 
will be done away. We fhall fee Him, as He 
is, and know, as we are known.—I hope you 
profper in your Health, and are bleffed in your mi- 
nifterial Labours. The Book you inquire after, 
■which Mr'. *** few in my Study Window at PVef- 
ton, and defcribed to you as o. well~thumbed Lillipu¬ 
tian of two’ or three inches high, was written by 
one Mr. Bogatziy , a German ; in which Language 

** Time was wholly taken up in vifiting the Sfek, 
** fearchiM-Into every Part of Medicine with the ut- 
" moft ipnugence, reading the Scriptures, and thofe 
** Authors, who. place the. Love of God, and its confe- 
*.* quential Dutifes, in the cleareft Light.’* * * 

it 
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it paffcd nineteen Editions, from which it is now 
tranflated*, and inti tied, The Golden Treafury for 
the Children of God, v/hofe Treafurt and Hearts are 
in Heaven-, containing (elect Texts of the Bible, 
wi'h practical Obfcrvations in Profe and Verfe, 
for every Day in the Year.—It is pretty well 
thumbed, f*r there is rarely a Day pafles that I do 
not make Ufe of it ; and particularly when I am 
"fo languid, as to be incapable of attending to my 
ufual Studies. The Author very properly calls it 
a Golden Treafury for the Children of God, who 
efteen; the Word of God more than Gold, and much 
fine Gold ;—and from which they maybe daily fup- 
plied witn proper Advice and Relief in all Man¬ 
ner of fbiritual Neceflities, as Thoufands have hap¬ 
pily experienced already.—The Verfes are elegant, 
and edifying on mojl of the Su jeCts—and it was 
his earned Deftre and Prayer, that the Lord in his 
infinite Goodnef. would pleafe to bids his Endea¬ 
vours to the Good of many Souls, and to the Glory 
of his holy Name.—Mr. Bogatzky obferves judi- 
cioufly, that it is not to be expected, that a Per¬ 
formance of this Nature, will fuit the Taftc of 
thofe , who unhappily iniltake mere outwa, d Mora¬ 
lity for true Chriflianity ; and go no further than 
natural Reafon and Strength will carry them : But 
fuch as either have, or deiire to have a real Experi¬ 
ence of the Kingdom of God in their Souls, will 
find much in it to the awakening, comforting, and 
encouraging their Hearts in the right Way. 

That we may know, and ever continue in that 
right Way, is my dear Friend, the faquent and 
ardent Prayer of, 

your affectionate Brother in Chrift, 

James Hervey. 

* Sold by Linde in Catberine-Strtet, Strand. —Price 
Two Shflfines. 

Vol. II, X LET- 
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LETTER CIX. 

Wejlon, Saturday Morning. 
TIT UCH I loved, and much I efteemed my dear 
Friend, before -, but/mu, methinksl love and 
efteern him more, on Account of his kind Accept¬ 
ance of my free Admonitions.—Do my dear 
Friend, let us remember how important the Hours 
of ourprefent Life, and the Moments of focial In- 
tercourfe are.—Dr. Wall of Worcejler , who has a 
fine Tafte for Painting, can, though engaged in 
great Bufinefs, paint, and talk now and then upon 
Paintings; Dr. Cotton of St. Alban's, who has a 
fine Genius for Poetry ; though amidft a Variety 
of Employs, can write, and give his Sentiments 
on Poetry; and why fhould not Dr. S**, though 
in an equally large Sphere of A&ion, edify his 
Acquaintance, by his Tongue and Pen, with fome 
religious Hints. This, I think, is his diftinguilh- 
ing Talent; and when He pleafes, I am fure no 
Alan knows how to introduce Scripture better, or 
to converfe in a more ftriking Manner. Oh ! that 
a Stri&ure of it may run thro’, brighten, and dig¬ 
nify his Temper, his Bufinefs, his whole Con- 
verfation! 

You are perfedHy right in efteeming thofe Au¬ 
thors, whofe Piety beams through all their Pages. 
And for this very Reafon, 1 efteern, admire and 
embrace Jenh's Works; Atarflsall on San£tif cation; 
and Witherfpoon on the imputed Righteoufnefs of 
Chri/l-, becaufe Nothing has fo efficacious and be¬ 
nign an Influence bn true Piety , as'their Doc¬ 
trines : Nothing fo fweetly calms the Confcience, 
fo thoroughly refines the Affe&ion, or, to fay all 
in a Word, fo effedttfally {bed* abroad the Love of 
God in the Heart, 


I Wife 
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I wifh you and Mrs. £**, Abundanceof Comfort 
in Mifs Sophia. It was faid of one, Nahal is his 
Name, and Folly is with him, (i Sam. xxv. 25.) ho 
I fay of your Infant Daughter, Sophia is her Name, 
and may TViJUom be with her ! even the >j atui-.t 
ot<pw, the Ivifdom from above , which St. James fo 
charmingly defcribes in chap. iii. 17. and not with 
her only , but with her Parents , and with their truly 
affectionate Friend, 

J. Hervet. 


LETTTER CX. 


I 


My dear Friend, Miles'& Lave, Saturday Morn. 
F I am tolerably well, I will wait upon Dr. 
C***n on Tuefday Morning.—He has a delicate 
Genius, and I dare fay he is an excellent Phyfician : 
—Oh that his fine Parts may be grafted into the 
true Olive-Tree, and bring forth Fruit unto God. 
—If Providence permits us to meet, I hope to have 
fome evangelical Difcourfe with him. 

Sure you could not go to London, without put¬ 
ting to your Heart fome cf your own important 
Queftions, under the Heads of Self-Examination . 
—Have you indulged yourfelf in needlefs Amufe- 
ments, needlefs Diversions of any Kind ?—Have 
you employed your Time ufefully to yourfelf, or to 
others? —My deareft Friend, remember in what 
Book, by whofe Hand feveral fuch like Queftions 
arc written ! I fear you have not fo much as fpoke 
one Word for Chri/i, fince you have entered the 
Metropolis; though you muft have had Jo many 
Opportunities. Oh ! why do you thus bury your 
fprightly Talent’s in a Napkin !—Edify your Ne igh¬ 
bours by your Conversation.—What a Lofs has 
Mr. ** and Mr..***, and others of your Cor- 
refpondents, fuftained by your forgetting, or dif- 
X 2 ujtng 
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ujing the Language of Sion ? —T have lately pur- 
chafed tollmans, Expofttion of the Revelations .— 
G ive me Leave to refer you to the fifth Verfe of 
the fecond Chapter, “ Remember therefore from 
“ whence thou \xt fallen^ and do thy firjl Works.” 
Pray lend me Lcwman on the Civil Government of 
the Hebrews, which I hear is a moft excellent Book, 
and illuftrates many obfeure Paflages in the Bible. 

Do you keep a Diary as you ufed to do, a fecret 
Hiftory of your Heart and Condudt, and take No¬ 
tice of the Manner in which your Time is fpent, 
and of the Strain , which runs through your Dtf- 
courfe? Do you minute down your Sins of Omiffion 
as well as of Commijfien , and obferve the Frame of 
your Spirit in religious Duties? Do you regifter 
your mofl fecret Faults, thofe Faults to which none 
but your own Confcience is privy; none but the 
all-feeing Eye difeerns?—And do you often review 
thefe interefting Memoirs ? remembering at the 
fame Time, that for all thefe Things God will 
one Day call you into Judgment.—Keeping a Diary 
is the Way to know curfelves, and of ail other Pre¬ 
paratives it beft difpofes us to Prayer ; and fo feek 
in Earnejl after that bleffed Redeemer, who died to 
fave Sinners ; and through whom alone we can ever 
expedt to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Adieu ! my dear Friend !—God in Heaven blefs, 
and proteftyou ! I hope to fee you'ere long—and 
am in the mean Time with true Regard, 

your’s faithfully and affedtionately, 

James Hervey, 


Ll T. 
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LETTER CXI. 

Madam , WeJIon-Favell, Sept. 4, 1758. 

T> E fo good as to prefent my very affectionate 
Compliments to your excellent Friend Mr. 
Kennedy. Inform him, thay nry intended Work has 
for a long Seafon, on Account of my great infir¬ 
mities, been like the Sun in Gibeon, and like the 
Moon in the Valley of rfjalon. I faall be particu¬ 
larly pleafed and thankful to receive his Thoughts 
on that important Subject, the AfTurance of Faith. 
Mine are much the fame as Mr. Ebenezcr Erfeme's 
in his valuable Sermons, and as Mr. Bojioris in his 
rood judicious * Notes on The Marrotu of Modern 
Divinity. 

Pray, Madam, favour me with a long Extract 
from Mr. Kennedy's f Letter; I do affure you, I 
admire his Writings : They have a Beauty, which 
is quite natural and artlefs; joined with a Piety, 
which is very affefting, and edifying. 

SeePage 154 of this Volume. 

f Mr. Kennedy, who Mr., llervey, fo highly and 
juftly refpetted, is Minuter at the Scots Church in 
Rotterdam. 

In the laft Letter Mrs. C — received from Mr. Her- 
vey are thefe Words: “ i received your’s with 
“ good Mr. Kennedy’s Letter inclofed.—It fpeaks the 
“ very Sentiments of my Heart, much better than my 
“ own 'longue or Pen could exprefs them, I don*c 
" perceive a fingle Sentence, to which I fhould make 
“ any Objection. With other Believers in Jefus 
“ Chrift, l would be of one Heart, but with Mr. Ken- 
“ nedy I have the Pleafure to be of one Mind. —I beg 
“ you to prefent my moil affectionate ReipeCts to the 
“ worthy Writer, and defire him to give us a Contj- 
“ nuation of his Thoughts.” 

X 3 A Book 
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A Book has lately appeared, in two fmall Vo¬ 
lumes, intitled. Letters on Theron and Afpafto. I 
cannot fay I would recommend it to your Perufal; 
but I fhould be glad, if you would mention it in 
fome Convocation with your learned and devout 
Vifitants, in order to know their Opinion. For 
imy own Part, I hardly can tell -what Opinion to 
form. The Author conceals h's Name, and it 
Teems difficult to difcover his Principles, or his 
Aim. Some Things are excellent, written with 
Spirit, and in a Strain truly evangelical; in fome 
Things I ftand corrected by Him; I kifs the Rod, 
and, far from being difpleafed, am thankful for his 
Animadverfic ns; though in fome InHances, he has 
a£ied a diftngenuous Part; not confulting the moft 
corredt Edition of my Book, not adverting to my 
own Explanation of my Meaning, and making me 
approve the Whole of a Perfons Works f, where 
I only commend fome particular Part. But what 
gives me th t greatejl Difgujl, and will, I believe, 
offend every candid Reader, is a bitter Vein of 
Contempt and Invedtive againft fome of the bed 
of Men that ever lived, and fome of the beft Au¬ 
thors that ever wrote. I once thought, the Apof- 
tie James’ s Queftion implied an Impoffibility; but 
it feems to be reduced to real Fadt by the Pen of 
this Critick, and in the Letters on Tberon and Af- 
paf.o , where the Fountain fends forth at the fame 

f Mr. Hirmey did not think himfclf under an Obli¬ 
gation to defend every particular Sentiment of an Au¬ 
thor, whofe Treatife he might approve in general .— 
And here it may be proper to obferve, that his own 
Candour, and the frequent Solicitations of others, in¬ 
duced him to be more indulgent than He ought, and to 

f ive rather too favourable an Opinion: for which he has 
eetj mifreprefented by the Artful, and abufed by the 
Malevolent. l " 

J Place, 
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Place, in the fame Performance, fweet Water and 
bitter. 

I hope you will not a£l with Mr. Kennedy ac* 
cording to the exadt Rules of Retaliation; but 
though He has been flow to write, you will be Jwift 
to anfwer, that He may the more fpeedily improvt 
and delight yourfelf, Madam, and 

your very humble Servant, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXII. 

Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 

T AM forry to hear, that Mr. *** Ihould think my 

Dodlrine tends to the Introduction of Licenti- 
oufnefs. —Far, very far from it!— Mine is the ge¬ 
nuine Do&rine of the Scriptures; and the only 
Dodtrine to reclaim Mankind, as it encourages 
Sinners not to continue in their Sins, but to turn 
unto their injured Lord, and receive Salvation at 
his beneficent Hand.—“ He, that cometh to me , / 
“ will in no wife caft out,” are our bleffed Mailer’s 
own Words; and all my Writings, Preaching, 
and Converfation, are founded on that comforta¬ 
ble Declaration to my loft undone Fellow-Crea¬ 
tures ; on that tender Invitation to thofe, in whom 
there is no Health. 

But Mr. *** is offended at tfils:—rHe, like the 
Egyptian Talkmafters of old, requires Men to make 
Brick without Straw.—“ Let us (fays he unmind¬ 
ful of our Impotence ) make ourfelves better, and 
then go to Chrift, who will receive us favourably 
for our Works Sake.” —But in this View our Works , 
even if we could perform them, without the Grace 
of Chrift, would be ineffectual. (See Luke xvii. 
io^-^Are Thefe capable of expiating the Guilt of 
X 4 a pol- 
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a polluted Race, and of procuring Salvation ? —If 
our Works could do THIS, then Thcfe and not Chriji 
would be our Saviour. —If wc had a Right to de¬ 
mand a Recompence for our Works, even on a Sup- 
pofition they were perfeR, then a Redeemer and 
his Death would be tijelefs: Surely therefore Mr. 
***’s Notions are contrary to the whole Tenor of 
the Gofpel ! May the divine Spirit open his Eyes, 
and incline his Heart to difcover, that Chriji offers 
himfelf to all, who will come: The vilcjl of Men 
have juft the fame Right to Chrift and his Merits, 
as the bejl of Men ; a Right founded not on their 
awakened Defires, noton any Thing in themfelves , 
but purely, folely, entirely on the free Grant of 
a Saviour.—We are all Sinners, though in a more 
or lefs Degree; and wc muft all flee to Chrift for 
fpiritual Bleffings; not as deferving , but as guilty 
Creatures; a fad Mortification this to the proud 
Worldlings, or to the Self-Righteous Moralift, 
whom it is the Defign of the Gofpel to humble. 

Mr. *** (as 1 dare fay you have often heard 
Him) fpeaks of Heaven made cafy, “ upon Condi- 
“ tion * of Obedience to the Gofpel Commands .”— 
This would not be very eafy to me, whatever it 
.might be to Him: But if Heaven and eternal Life 
be “ the Gift of God through Jefus Chriji,” and 
givep us on Account of his Obedience unto Death, 
then it is eafy indeed.—What Love is here ! Well 
might the Apoflle Paul fay, that “ the Love of 
“ Chrift conftraineth us.” Chrift makes us free , 
and thofe whom Hf makes free, are f free indeed. 

* Mr. Hunt/if had feen fo bad an Ufe made by the 
Socinicns, ^Conditions and Requifttes, in Oppofition to 
the Dodri&e of Free-Grace, that he could by no Means 
allow even Faith, much left our Obedience, to be call¬ 
ed a Condition. 

t 'John viii. 36. 


This 
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This is the Way of Salvation pointed out to us 
by the Wifdom of the Almighty.—May our Eyes 
be enlightened to fee this Way, which many wife 
Men overlook, at which many great Men arc of¬ 
fended ! 

1 vilh Mr. *** would ftudy his Bible more, 
and th ClaJJicbs lefs.—There is little Good to be 
got by reading the Scripture carelefsly, but He, 
who humbly applies to God for Direction, and 
exercifes Himfelf therein conftantly and confcien- 
tioufly, will find fuch an Efficacy, as is not to be 
found in any otlxr Book whateverAnd there¬ 
fore it is called by wav of Preheminence the BI¬ 
BLE (or THE BOOK;) importing, that as 
This, and only This, ,is a divine Work, no other 
Books can be compared, or even fo much as named 
with it. It is the B^k of Books-, the Book of 
GOD: Mr.*** however negle&s this Book, I 
fear; and indeed, if I may fpeak my Sentiments 
to you freely, I look ftpon Him to be fo puffed up 
with Pride , and the Conceit of his own Abilities, 
that his Paffions run away with Him, and he fires 
at every Thing, which thwarts any of the No¬ 
tions He has imbibed.-r-Is not fuch an one difqua- 
lified for Fricndlhip ?—Can a Man of his Difpo- 
fition attend coolly to Arguments againft his pre¬ 
conceived Opinion, how modeftly, or forcibly foever 
fuch Arguments may be urged i—This furely is 
not the Spirit of the Gofpel ? nor are thefe the 
Qualities of one, who profeffies himfelf a Difciple 
of that Mafter, whofe Exhortation is, “ Learn of 
“ me for 1 am lowly , and meek." I have no Hopes of 
doing Mr. ***any Good; and, as we think fo 
very differently, the lefs we have to do with one 
another, perhaps, the better. He really is not now 
fit even for a Companion , much lefs for a Bofom 
Friend. No Man can be a proper Affociate (as a 
Writer of no fmajl Penetration has judicioufly re¬ 
marked) 



£ 3'+ 3 

marked) in whom thefe, or fuch like Infirmities 
are predominant; namely, 

i. If he be referved, or be incapable of commu¬ 
nicating his Mind freely.—2. If he be haughty, 
and proud of his Knowledge, imperious in his 
Difpofition, and fond of impofing his own Senti¬ 
ments on us.—3. If he be pofitive, and will difpute 
to the End, by refilling the cleareft Evidence ra¬ 
ther than be overcome.—4. If he be fretful and 
peevifh, ready to take Things in a wrong Senfe.— 

5. If he affed Wit on all Occafions, and is full of 
his Conceits, Puns, Quibbles, Jefts and Repar¬ 
tees. Thefe may agreeably entertain arid animate 
an Hour of Mirth, but they have no Place in the 
Search after Truth. 

6. If he carry about him a Sort of Craft and 
Cunning, and Difguife, a&ing rather like a Spy, 
than a Friend. Have a Care of fuch an one as 
will make an ill Ufe of Freedom in Converfation, 
and immediately charge you with fhocking Tenets , 
when you happen to differ from thofe Sentiments 
which Authority, or Cuftom has eftablifhed. 

7. In fliort, avoid the Man, who praftifes any 
thing, that is unbecoming the Character of a finccre, 
free, and open Searcher after Truth. And above 
all Things, pray and work againft all evil Quali¬ 
ties in your own Bread. 

I had a Letter lately from our old Acquaintance 
in the Wejl , who complains grievoufly of his Bur¬ 
thens, as he calls them. It feems he has ten Chil¬ 
dren j and is hipped to Death, left He, and his Fa¬ 
mily ftiquld be reduced to Beggary. His Income 
to be lure is fcanty and precarious; but I conjured 
him tWT to be diffident of Providence } reminded 
him® our blefied Matter’s Charge ( Matthew vi. 
2y againft being too anxious about our Sub- 
filpfice in this Life; and I fent him likewife the 
Milo wing Paffage from a Poem of the Reverend 
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Mr. Ohely's, alluring him at the fame Time, that if 
He would have a due Concern for the Things, which 
are God’s, then God would alio be careful of Him, 
and his. 

“ But Daughters, Sons—Alas! thy IVtaknefs fcan% 

“ Knoiv Preference never was defigndfor Man. 

“ Their Wants you dread, fame able Hand/applies ; 

“ Their Wealth you build, feme Accident dejircys. 

“ From Thee fame Mites, and honcjl Fame be giv’n j 
“ The rejl—from Virtue , and the Care of Heav'n." 

He fays, if he had not been deprived of 
Foresight, He had never married ; and by Way 
of Explanation fent me an odd Quotation, which l 
have here tranferibed: “ I cannot but admire the 
“ Wifdom of Nature in denying to Men and Wo- 
** men that Forefight when they are young, which 
“ they acquire at a greater Age j for without that , I 
“ believe the World could not fubftft above four- 
“ fcore Years, and a new Creation of Man would 
“ be wanted once every hundred Years at leaft 5 
“ fince the Inconveniencies of Marriage, are experi- 
“ mentally known to overbalance the Conveniencics. 
“ —This young Folks will not believe, and thus 
“ the World is peopled.’' 

Your Friend Colonel * * *, has made a Prefent 
of Steel' s Chrijtian Hero, to all his Officers.—I wifh, 
when he had been in fuch a Difpofition, that he had 
given to all the common- Men, Dr. Woodward' $ 
Soldier's Monitor , which are not above fifteen Shil¬ 
lings per Hundred.—This Book was wrote by the 
Command of Queen Anne, as I have been told, and 
delivered to every Soldier at the Government’s Ex¬ 
pence : The Sailor’s Monitor, wrote by the fame 
Hand, was given to every Sailor.—And I think it 
very impolitick in the Government to difeontinue fo 
■#ell judged a Donation. — If I was Chaplain to a 
Regiment, I would preach before the Soldiers on this 

Text, 
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Text, “ I have fet the Lord always before me; be- 
“ caufe he is at my right Hand, I lhall not be mov- 
** ed.” PJal.xv i. 8. 

Your Reflections on feeing the Skeleton at Oxford , 
and on your near View of Death (in the emblema¬ 
tical Shape of a Skeleton with an Hour-Glafs and a 
Dart) advancing towards you in your late Sicknefs, 
have fuch a Similiarity with thofe of a worthy 
Friend’s of mine, as I think will both furprize and 
plcafe you.—“ Oh! nay dear Sir, fays he, to talk of 
“ Death, and to enter in carneji upon dying, are two 
•* different Things :—To view the Meflenger who 
“ comes from the Judge of all, as actually ap- 
“ preaching with his open Com million in one 
“ Hand, and his uplifted Dart to execute it .in ano- 
“ ther (an expecting Grave and eternal-Judgment 

in his immediate Train) is as different as to view 
“ a painted Lion, who is only terrible on Canvafs, 
** and actually to fee him with his rolling Eyes, and 
“ really to hear his tremendous Roar.” 

Have you feen the Reverend Mr. Adam' s Prailical 
Leisures on the Church Catecbifm? —He is an expe¬ 
rienced Chriftian—and a fpirited Performance it is. 
—The fame Gentleman wrote the Preface to Mr. 
(Truro) Walker's Hcart-fearching Sermons. — Dr, 
S * * made me a Prefent of it; and wrote in the 
Blank Leaf before the Title Page, “ What betwixt 
“ the Frenzy of Anger, the Ague of Hopes and 
“ Fears, the Fever of Love, the Confumption of 
“ Envy, our diftempered Minds are kept under a 
“ continual Difeafe, againft which thefe Lectures 
“ are a certain Specifkk.”—Mr. Adam is Redior of 
Wintringham in Lincolnjhire, —and has made, 1 am 
told, an amazing Reformation amongft the People in 
that Neighbourhood, who before his Settlement 
amongft Jsftjn were remarkably diffolute, and igno¬ 
rant Jflgfpares no Pains in difeharging his 
minifbnilDuty: His Congregations are very large, 

I hear, 
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I hear, and Men, Women and Children, come ten 
or a dozen Miles to attend his Preaching. 

A Gentleman lent me the other Day Dr. Leland'% 
View of the principal Dcijlical. TV r iters ; amongft 
which is one Morgan, who ftyles himfelf a moral 
Philosopher ; aChara&er, which is of late grown 
very fashionable amongft our modern Deifts, but 
they might with equal Propriety call themfelves 
miraculous Healers; for they could as loon 
heal a decayed Body by their moral Philofophy , as 
they could cure the Sin-Sick Soul by it.—Mife- 
rable Teachers are all fuch, who thus pretend to 
reform either themfelves, or Mankind.— He and He 
only can caft Devils out of the Soul, who can fay ro 
the Leper, “ Be thou clean;”—and to the Storm, 
“ Be thou ftill .”—He only can heal the decayed 
Body , who hath faid to the Paralytick, “ l ake up 
“ thy Bed, and walk.” 

1 am, dear Sir, with great Refpecf, and much 
Efteem, your molt obliged, and very humble Ser¬ 
vant, 

James Hervey. 


P. S. I have a particular Reafon for defiring you 
would give me your well weighed Opinion of the 
amiable Dr. Watts 's Orthodoxy and Charity 
United :—It is wrote with an excellent Defign.— 
The Gentleman, who perftiaded me to purchafe it, 
is a Perfon of great Candour, Learning, and Piety. 
—He is fo fond of this Book, that he has recom¬ 
mended it to all his diftant Acquaintance; and rarely 
goes into any Company, without introducing it in 
the Converfation: He extolls it in the ftrongeft 
Terms, as a Piece which no Chriftian ought to be, 
without, flnee its grand End is to promote charita¬ 
ble Sentiments, and Practices towards one another, 
amidft the numerous Follies, and Errors of the Time. 
-—Would to God our religious Differences'wt re pro- 
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petty fettled on a fure Foundation, that the con¬ 
tending Parties were reconciled in Love; and 
that “ all u>c, who call ourfelves Chrijlians, might hold 
“ the Faith in Unity o f Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 
“ and in Righteoufncfs of Life" Amen, and 
Amen. 


LETTER CXIII. 

Dear Sir, Wefon-Favell, Nov. 4, 1757. 

VOU wonder at my Delay in anfwering your 
* very friendly Letter: This is the true Caufe. 
When I received your Favour, I was very bufy, in 
difpatching to the Prefs my three Fajl Sermons, lately 
publifhed. By fome Accident your Letter was 
miflaid, and could not be found. This Day it came 
to Light, and, the Moment I looked upon the Date, 
itftruck me with a painful Regret, a Regret aim oft 
equal to the Pleafure I enjoyed, in your edifying 
Converfation. 

Your Lady has fhewn the mod welcome Com- 
plaifance tone, and to the + Rofc; to me, in accept¬ 
ing what is lefs than a Trifle; to the Rofe, in put¬ 
ting it to fuch a Ufe. Could that poor Vegetable 
be fenfible, it would rejoice to be a Remembrancer of 
its moft amiable Creator. The Prophet calls upon 
the whole Creation, inanimate as it is, to exult, and 
triumph in the Grace of our incarnate God. Sing, 
O Heavens ; be joyful, O Earth ; break forth into f.ag¬ 
ing, ye Mountains ; 0 Forcjls, and every Free, whe¬ 
ther cultivated or wild, for the Lord, by his Incar- 

f When this Gentleman was at Weflon, Mr, Hcrvey 
(as he walked with him in the Garden) plucked a 
Rofe, and defired him to prefent it to his Wife, to put 
her in Mind of the Rofe of Sharon. She paid that Re- 

f ard to the Giver and the Gift, as to put „it into "a 
rame with a Giafs. 

nation, 



r 3*9 ] 

nation. Blood, and Righteoufnefs, has Redeemed, If- 
rad, and glorified himfclf\ mod magnificently dif- 
pla"cd all his divine Perfections, in the Salvation of 

fiat. oh. 

I heartily wifh, that Mrs. * * may become, everv 
Day, more and more acquainted with the Rofe if 
Sharon; .that his Lovelincfs, Riches, and Glory, 
may be revealed in her Heart, by the Holy Ghoft. 
Happy the Souls, in which this Flower of Heaven 
blolibms; which are charmed with its Beauty, and 
refrelhed with its Odours. Their Happinefs will 
not fade as a Leaf, but like the Merit and Mercy 
of their Lord, will be new every Morning; new 
every Moment, new through eternal Ages. 

I wifti, I could gratify your benevolent Temper, 
by giving you a comfortable Account of my Health, 
But Nothing adminiftered for its buccour and Re¬ 
iteration, fucceeds. It feems to be the Will of our 
great Phyftcian, that my Strength fhould be Labour 
and Sorrow. May his holy Will be done; only 
may my Faith in his Blood be ftrong, and my Love 
of his Name be warm. Then I fhall meet you, 
ere long, amidft the innumerable Company of 
Angels, and no more complain, “ My Head, my 
“ Headno more fay, “ I am lick.” 

How fhall I rccompenfe my generous DoCtor, for 
preferibing without a Fee? By wifhing, that hfc 
may never want the Aid, which he fo kindly tenders 
to his 

affectionate Friend, and 

Brother in Chrifl, 


James Hervey. 


LET- 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Madam, Wejlon-Favcll, Feb. 22 , 1758. 

T Received the Favour of your Letter, and found no 
-*■ fmail Pleafurc in perufmg its Contents.. It gave 
me a Angular Satisfa&ion, to fee a Lady of i'uch 
fine Senfe, and in the very Bloom of Life, mindful 
of the Things which belong to her eternal Peace. 
May this happy Difpolition increafe with your in- 
creafing Years! and it will be the greateft Bleffing 
that you can enjoy, or your Correfpondent wifhi. 

If my Writings have afforded you anv Enter¬ 
tainment, or been the Means of adminiflring the 
leaft Improvement, I defire to adore and bids the 
all-gracious God. For He, Madam, teaches to 
profit; bis Spirit commands Succefs; and all our 
Good comes wholly from his heavenly Benedittian. 

I am pleafed to find this, among your other valua¬ 
ble Expreffions; “ I want to have all thofe heavenly 
“ Confolations.”—You confider Religion in a right 
View. It is not a vexatious Burthen, or an irkfome 
Tqfk-, but it is intended to be the Comfort of our 
Lives, and the Joy of our Hearts. God is the God 
ef all Comfort, Chrift isftyled the Conflation of IJ'rael, 
and the Holy Ghoft is called the Comforter. —The 
Gofpel is the moft comfortable Report imaginable; it 
is glad Tidings, and the joyful Sound; it afiures 
poor Sinners, that God has laid all their Iniquities, 
both great and frnall, on his beloved Son ; that Jefus 
Chrift has brought in a moft perfedt and everlafting 
Righteoufnefs, whereby they may be juftified ; and 
that our firft, our great, our leading Duty is, to be¬ 
lieve all this, in our own Beffalf, for our own Benefit. 

By the Comfort and Peace refuking from thefe 
Bleffings, it would win our Hearts to love the God, 
Who is lb immenfely amiable and gracious to us; to 

be 
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be fludious of doing his Pleafure, who has made fuch 
unfpeakably rich Provifion for our Happinefs. The 
Apoffle prays for his Tbcjfalonian Converts, that the 
Father ofeverlafting Companions, would firft comfort 
their Hearts, and then, and thereby, ejlablifh them in 
every good Word, and Work. 

I fhould make no Scruple to fend my Fajl-Ser¬ 
mon for your Pcrufal, if I bad one. But it has 
pleafed the divine Providence to vifit me with a 
violent Fever, which has confined me for many 
Weeks; I am ffill the Prifoner of this Difeafe, fo 
that I was incapable of going abroad on the Fcjl- 
Day. And indeed, if it had been otherwife, I fhould 
fcarcely have been able to gratify my own Inclina¬ 
tion, by complying with vour Hints; becaufe I never 
write my Sermons, having accuftomed myfclf to 
preach without Notes ; and it was owing to a parti¬ 
cular Incident, that thofe three Difcourfes, which I 
publifhed, were committed to Writing. 

Permit me. Madam, to wifh, that you may be 
ftedfail and immoveable in your prefent Turn of 
Mind, which is fo truly wife and noble ; that by him , 
who iitteth in Heaven and beholds all the Children 
of Men, it may be faid of Mifs * * *, as it was 
formerly laid of another excellent Perfon ; MAR T 
has chojen that good Part , which J.hall not be taken from 
her. 

To thefe Willies, allow me the additional Plea¬ 
fure of being. 

Madam, 

your moft obedient 

humble Servant, 

James Hervev. 


Vo/.. II. 


Y 


le r- 
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LETTER CXV. 

Dear Mr. * *, Wejlon-Favell , March 4,1758. 

T Have a long Letter, containing two or three 
-*■ Sheets, from Mr. JVeJley .—It confifts of Animad- 
verfions on my Dialogues and Letters, which I 
fhould be glad if you would perufe, and favour me 
with your Opinion. He wrote me one before, more 
Hinging and farcaftick than this. I have taken no 
Notice of either , being very unwilling to embark in 
Controverfy; but for your Judgment on the laji , 
which is written with Candor and Temper, I fhould 
be much obliged, and have an additional Reafon 
to be, 

Dear Sir, 

your affectionate Friend, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXVI. 

Madam , JVeJlon-Favell, March 11, 1758. 

I AM much obliged for your benevolent Wifhes, 
relating to my Health. By Way of Return, per¬ 
mit me to wifh, that your Soul may profper, may 
flourifh, may bloflom as a Rofe; that you may 
“ grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 
“ Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.” 

From this Paffage we may obferve, that the Way 
to advance in true Holinefs of Heart and Life, is to 
advance in the Knowledge of Chrijl .—It is for want 
of knowing Chrijl , that the Generality of Mankind 

are 
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are fo captivated by Trifles, and enflaved to tranfient 
Gratifications. It is for want of knowing Chrijl 
more thoroughly, that many Chriftians have fo little 
Peace and Joy, and many go mournfully in their 
Way to Eternity. 

By bis Knowledge (hall my righteous Servant juftify 
many.—By giving them the Knowledge of bimfeif, 
of his divine Dignity and ineftimable precious Work ; 
of that grand Frier, which he paid for the Redemp¬ 
tion of Sinners, which delivers them from the Wrath 
to come, and intitles them to the Inheritance incor¬ 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

The divine Power, fays St. Peter, has given us 
all Things pertaining to Life, and Godlinefs.— 
How? through the Knowledge of Him, who has 
called us to Glory and Virtue; through the Know¬ 
ledge of Chrijl , as calling us to the Enjoyment of 
eternal Glory, which he has procured for us by his 
Blood; and thereby moft fvveetly leading and en¬ 
gaging us, to the Excreife of every Virtue. 

1 hope Marfloall on Sank! if cation, will be biejj'ed to 
your Confolation, and Edification. If it is not at 
tlie fir/l Reading, it may at the fccond, or it may at 
the third. I would fay to the Reader of this excel¬ 
lent Treatife, as the Prophet Elijah faid to his Ser¬ 
vant, who went to the Sea in order to make Obfer- 
vation, but found Nothing worthy of Notice, “ Go 
“ again feven Times.” 

As we know more of Cluift, the more frequently 
fiiali we comfort Ourfelvcs with the Thought, that it 
is He, who will come in the Clouds of Heaven ; and 
that we (hall all appear before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chrift. This, to the Believer, is a moft comfortable 
and delightful Confideration; “ My Redeemer is 
“ my Judge. He, who died for me, pafies the final 
“ Sentence. Look! how great is his Maiefty and 
“ Glory! So great is my Atonement and rropitia- 
“ tion.” 

Y2 


Sbitv.r’s 
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Shower's fcrious Reflexions on Time and Eternity , 
an excellent little Book, which has paffed [even 
Editions, generally lies on my Study Table, that I 
may not only readybut digeft it. I recommend it to 
your attentive Perufal and frequent Meditation; and 
hope you will ferioufly apply it to your Improvement 
and Advancement in a Life of Holinefs. As it will 
coft only a Shilling, you may give fome of them 
away, and a very ufeful Gift it will be. 

Should I ever come to London , I will be fure to do 
myfelf the Pleafurc of waiting upon Mifs * * *. In 
the mean Time, what fhe mentions by Way of 
Caution, Ihall be obfcrved with all Punctuality due 
to a Command, 

by her moft obedient, 

humble Servant, 

James Her ve y. 

LETTER CXVII. 

Dear Mr. * * *, Weflon-Favcll, flan. 3,1758. 

f Received your welcome valuable Letter in due 

Time; but almoft as foon as I received it, I was 
feized with a violent Illnefs; fo violent, that the 
current Report was, ** Hervey is dead.”— *Ncar to 
Death I certainly was ; and God almighty knows, 
I am, according to human Appearance, not far f 
from it even now: But pray let me, if I live, expect 
the Continuation of your Remarks.—-Your Letters 
are fuch, as I Ihould delight to read, even in my 
laft Moments. 

I wifli you many a happy New Tear on Earth, 
and at the laft an abundant Entrance into the New 

f Mr. Hervey died the December following. 

6 Jerufa - 
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ftrufalcm, —where the Voice of Joy and Health is 
perpetually heard. 

Weak 1 am, very weak, and much out of Order; 
infomuch that I have not been able to go to Church 
ever fince Cbrijbnas. But your Writings refrefh 
and delight, inltead of fatiguing me!—Your fourth 
Paragraph has moll exaflly ftated the Difference, 
which fubfifts between yourjelf and Afpafto , relating 
to Faith. The Forbearance and Candor, with which 
you treat this Difference, does not give up a Jot or 
Tittle of your own Opinion, yet it tends very much 
to conciliate Favour and Efteem in its Behalf. 

Your Vifioti is very grand and quite ftriking; I 
love fuch Strokes of Imagination; they keep At¬ 
tention awake, and impart Pleafure together with 
Profit.— Afpafio is doubly obliged to your Pen, for¬ 
merly for correcting, now for defending his Work. 
—You obferve, my Enemy is your’s. He has at¬ 
tacked your generous Vindica;ion. In Reply to 
this Attack, you have fpoke my very Senti¬ 
ments f. 

Mr. * * *, you will find, is angry with me on the 
oppofite Score, for fpeaking too much-, and, as He 
thinks, too openly on the Side of Election, and parti¬ 
cular Redemption. Pray favour me with your free 
Opinion, and wherever you think he charges me 
jujlly, or 1 have expreffed myfe]f improperly, fpare not 
to (peak the naked Truth.—He has lately publifned 
a large Book, Price Six Shillings Hitched, on the 
Dodtrine of Original Sin ; great Part of which, is an 
Abridgment of Dr. Watts s Ruin and Recovery ; and 
of another Treatife, wrote by Mr. Hcbden. In this 
he takes Occafion to quote two or three Paffages 
from Theron and Afpafio, one from Vol, I. Page 184, 

f This refers to the Remarks (made by this Gentle¬ 
man to whom Mr. Hervey here writes) on the Scotch 
Author, who wrote the Letters on Theron and Jjpajia, 

Y 3 which 
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which he thus introduces: c< To explain this a little 
<e farther in Mr. Hervey' s Words. By federal 
« Head I mean, what the Apoftle teaches, 13 c. 
“ That as Adam was the firft general Reprefentative 
“ (of this Kind, fays Afpafio, but Mr. * * * makes 
“ him fay) of Mankind, Chrift was,” 13 c. “ Far 
“ from retting upon a fingle Text,” 13 c. He goes 
on to the Bottom of the Page, then turns back to 
the upper Part, reprefents me as forming a Conclu¬ 
sion in thefe Words:—“ All thefe Expreflions de- 
“ monftrate, that Adam (as well as Chrift) was a 
** Reprefentative of all Mankind. And that what 
“ He did in this Capacity, did not terminate in 
“ Himfelf, but affedted all, whom He reprefented.” 
—This is a very injurious Reprefentation. One 
Sentence is a palpable Mifquotation. Would it be 
proper to take any Notice of it? I am fometimes 
apprehenfive, that He would draw me into a Difpute 
about particular Redemption. I know He can fay 
ftartling and horrid Things on this Subject; and this, 
perhaps, might be the molt effectual Method to pre¬ 
judice People againft my principal Point. 

I am, dear Sir, with much Gratitude, 
and true Affection, your’s in Chrift, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXVIII. 


Dear Sir, 

T T PON a repeated Review of your Sketches for ift- 
ftrudting your Family on Sunday Evenings, I 
really don’t know how to improve them.—I think 
they are well digefted;—but, when you- exercife 
your Talent in /peaking from thofe Sketches, do not 

forget 
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forget to implore a BlcJJing on what you are going 
about.—Stir up the Gift of God, which is in you, by 
a zealous Ufe of them; and you yourfelf will imprtrot 
them better than I can for you.—I fhall only fuggefl , 
that as foon as you have finifhed, fet down, as frefb 
Heads for another Occafion, what new Thoughts oc¬ 
curred to you while you was fpeaking. Oh ! let us 
work while the Day lafts! My dear Friend, the 
Judge is at the Door, and Eternity at Hand. May 
we watch , and pray always, that we may be found 
worthy to Hand before the Son of Man at his 
coming. 

I inclofe Part of a Letter, fent by a clever Man 
and no mean Scholar. 

“ It is with infinite Pleafure I can inform you, 
“ that I am now brought to a Senfe of my Duty, to 
“ which I was an entire Stranger till lately.—Glory 
“ be to God, I have now fome Concern upon my 
“ Mind, fome ferious Thoughts of a future State! 
“ —How amazing is it, that a Perfon fhould arrive 
“ at my Years, without knowing any Thing of the 
“ Religion he profeffes. Strange as it is, this was 
“ my Cafe; for, till within thefe fix Months, I vyas 
“ as much in the Dark as to fpiritual Affairs, as one , 
“ who had never heard the Name of Chrift. The 
“ Bible was to me the fame as an unknown Lan- 
“ guage, and all my Pretences to Religion were 
“ Nothing but a mere lifelefs Formality. Oh! that 
“ the inexprcfiible Marks of the Love of my God, 
“ and his Goodnefs to me, may increafe the Love I 
“ owe to Him, more and more every Day!” 

Our Friend Mr. H --y, who you know is a 

great Favourer of the mvftick Writers, has defired 
me to read Mr. Law’s Spirit of Prayer , and Spirit of 
Love , which is an Appendix to it. I fhall ufk him, 
whether he defigned it to puzzle, or edify me ?—I am 
lure it has done the firft to me, may it uo the latter to 
Y 4 Him, 
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Him. —Oh! what Need have we to pray for that 
bleffed Spirit, which may lead us into all Truth. 

I begin to be weaned from human Writings, even 
from the mod applauded.—The pure Milk of the 
divine Word my Soul covets. Don’t you relifh its 
Sweetnefs, and tafte its Power more and more? The 
Apoftle injoins us in every Thing to give Thanks , for 
this is the Will of God ; (1 Thejfalon. v. 18.) and if 
we are to thank Him for every Thing, how ought we 
to thank Him, how can we fufficiently thank Him, 
for fuch a Trcafury of Bielfings, as the Holy Bible 
contains for us?— And yet (is it credible?) there are, 
there are thej'c, who neglect thefe gracious Tidings 
of a Reconciliation with God, through the Mediation 
of his own Son Jefus Chrift. 

But whatever be the Conduit of others , let you and 
/, dear Sir, efteem it as it deferves, and fay with the 
Pfalmift, “ I will delight myfelf in thy Statutes, I 
“ will not forget thy Word. Make me to under- 
“ fund the Way of thy Precepts, io {hall I talk of 
“ thy wondrous Works.”— David you fee prayed 
to God for Illumination, and talked of divine Things. 
That this may be accomplifhtd in us, and that see 
may follow David' s Example, I dare fay you will 
add an Amen, to the Amen of. 

Dear Sir, 

your’s very finccrely, 

J. Hervey. 

P. S. I am told, and grieved I am to hear it, that 
the once zealous Mr. * *' * is grown quite indolent 
(no very laudable Character for a Clergyman) and 
has entirely laid afide his Tranflation and Improve¬ 
ment of the elegant Dr. Stearnc , De Vifitatione In- 
firmorum. He {hewed me a Specimen of it fome 

Months 
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Months ago; The Tranflation was fpirited, and 
the Notes well calculated to fupply the Author’s 
Deficiencies.—Nothing perhaps is more wanted, or 
would be more ufeful (Specially to the Clergy) than 
a judicious Treatife on Vi filing the Sick in a neat 
Pocket Volume ; but I am fenfible, there is nothing 
equally difficult to execute. I never yet faw one to 
my Mind .—The Clergymans Companion, as it is call¬ 
ed, is little more than a Collection of Prayers, with 
the Order of Vifitation of the Sick, out of the Com¬ 
mon Prayer, the Communion Service, and the Office 
of publick and private Baptifm. If methinks fuch a 
Man as Mr. Walker of Truro could find Time to 
fet about it, it would be done effectually ; becaufe he 
is a mojl experienced Chrifiian, and has long been ac- 
cuftomed to the Chambers of the Sick ; and would 
write from Facts, and his own Knowledge of the 
human Mind.— I would not give a Rufh for a 
Jumble compiled from different Authors :—That is 
the Labour of the Head, and not the Feeling of the 
Heart■, and can never produce the Effects I wilh to 
fee. 


LETTER CXIX. 

IFeJion-Favcll, July 26,1756. 

N OW my dear Friend I have procured your 
Favourite Author, Downatnc's Chrijlian War¬ 
fare againjl the Devil, the World, and the Flejh. 
He is, indeed, a pleafing perfpicuous Writer. The 
Language, as you obferved, remarkably pure and 
correct; He is very experimental, and enters into the 
Diftrefles of tempted Souls; many Things areTweet, 
comfortable, charming. Sometimes, I think he 
draws a little Veil over the Grace of God, not fuf- 
fering it to bla?;e out in its full Luftre and Glory. 

Don’t 
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Don’t you think he is fomewhat inaccurate, in Hat¬ 
ing the Nature of Juftification? Lib. ii. Chap. 50. 
“ Juftification, he fays, confifteth in two Parts; the 
“ firft, Remiffion of our Sins for the full Satisfaction 
“ of Chrift, by his Death and Sufferings: The 
“ other, the Imputation of his habitual and active 
** Righteoufncfs.”—Should it not rather be, Jufti¬ 
fication confifts of two Parts ; the firft, Remiflion of 
our Sins; the fecond. Being perfectly righteous in 
God’s Sight; and both thefe fpring from the Impu¬ 
tation of Chrift’s Righteoufncfs to the poor Sinner ? 

I find, from your Manufcript, it is your Opinion, 
that the Antediluvian Sacrifices were flain by the 
Sword of the Cherubim, planted and waved at the 
Entrance of Eden. This is a very remarkable, and 
very awful Circumftance, and if true, very worthy 
of particular Notice. But what Reafons have you, 
dear Sir, for the Supp' r t of this Sentiment? Be fo 
kind as to mention them, at your Lcifure. 

Mr. P * *, about a Week after his Return to 
Northamptonjhirc , gave me your Letter. I fear. He 
will become a Prey to the Allurements of the World. 

.—I believe he is not very zealous for the Gofpcl of 
Chrijt. I am pretty fare, he does not love the Ser¬ 
vants of our Lord; therefore I expect, that, from 
this Quarter, my Character will foon be put under 
anEclipi'e; nor (hall I be much dii'appointcd, if by 
this Incident my new Friend is put away from my 
Sight. Thanks for your Hints concerning my 
Conduct; it is very feafonable, and (hall be ob- 
ferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that the beft, ftrongeft 
Proof of a future State of Happinefs occurring in 
the Old Tc/lamcnt, is deducible from the Hiftory of 
Enoch. Enoch walked with God, was high in his 
Favour, and had much Communion with him ; it is 
recorded as a lingular Reward of his holy and ex¬ 
emplary Life, that he was not , for God took Him : 

Now 



[ 33i 1 

Now if the ancient People of God had no Notion of 
a future State of Happinefs, what ft range Apprehen- 
lions muft they form concerning this Inftance of the 
divine Procedure ? At this rate Jehovah muft appear 
to punifh in the moft exemplary and dreadful Man¬ 
ner his firjf and greatejl Favourite. Whereas, fup- 
pofe them rooted in the Belief of a much happier 
Condition fucceeding the prefent Life, and the Cafe 
is plain, and God is juftified in his Doings.—Pleafe 
to give me your Opinion, as to this Argument. 

1 hope, you are thinking of your new Verfion of 
Pfal. civ, which will be very agreeable, and I hope, 
not a little edifying to 

Dear Sir, 

your much obliged and 
affedlionate Friend, 

J. Hervey. 


P. S. I here fend you Mr. Mofes Browne's almoft 
literal Tranflation of Luther's moft comfortable 
Hymn, which is in very conftderable Eftecm in the 
German Church. Zimmermannui de Cognitionh 
Chrijll Eminentid , is a Comment on it; and is now 
tranflating by Mr. Browne at my Defire. 
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LUTHER’s HYMN. 


In Eight Pradical Rules . 


I. 

,r p IS not too arduous an Eflay, 

2 To tread refolv’d the Gofpel Way; 

The fenfual Inftinct to controul. 

And warm with purer Fire the Soul. 

Nature may raife her flefhly Strife, 

Relu&ant to the hcav’nly Life; 

Loth in a Saviour’s Death to Share, 

Her daily Crofs, compell’d to bear: 

But Gpace omnipotent at Length, 

Shall arm the Saint, with faving Strength ; 
Thro’ the (harp War with Aids attend, 

And his long Conflidt fweetly End. 

See Zimmcrmannus , Page 5. 


II. 

Adi but the Infant’s gentle Part; 

Give up to Love thy willing Heart: 

No fondeft Parent’s melting Breaft 
Yearns, like thy God’s, to make thee bled: 
Taught its dear Mother foon to know, 

The tendered Babe his Love can Ihow. 

Bid thy bafe fervile Fear retire; 

This Falk no Labour will require. 

Zimmermannus , Page 11. 


III. The 
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III. 

The Sev'reign Father, good and kind. 

Wants but to have his Child refign’d: 

Wants but thy yielded Heart (no more!) 

With his large Gifts of Grace to ftore. 

He to thy Soul no Anguifh brings, 

From thy own ftubborn Will it fprings: 

That Foe but crucify (thy Bane!) 

Nought Ihalt thou know of Frowns or Pain. 

Zimmermannus, Page i 7. 

IV. 

Shake from thy Soul o’erwhelm’d, depreft, 

Th’ cncumb’ring Load that galls her Reft; 

That waftes her Strength in Bondage vain :—» 
With Courage break th’ enilaving Chain. 

Let Pray’r exert its conqu’ring Pow’rj 
Cry in thy tempted trembling Hour, 

“ My God ! my Father! fave thy Son!— 

“ ’Tis heard,—and all thy Fears are done. 

Zimmermannus, Page 32- 

V. 

Yet if (more earneft Plaints to raife) 

Thy God awhile his Aid delays, 

Tho’ you don’t now his kind Hand feel. 

Thy Grief let lenient Patience heal. 

Or if Corruptions Strength prevail, 

And oft thy Pilgrim Footfteps fail; 

Pray for his Grace with louder Cries, 

So flialt thou cleans’d and ftronger rife. 

Zimmermannus, Page 43. 

Thefe 
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Thefe next Lines within the Hooks do not belong 
to Luther's Hymn, but are ufed by Zimmermannm, 
Page 52. as an Illuftration of the preceding Stanza. 


The fafter Hold my Faith on Jefus takes, 
dis brighter Glories on my Spirit breaks, 
f then to Heav’n I lift my votive Hands, 

. move’s ftrongeft Flame my raptur’d Soul expands. 
Thee Lord Hie loves, and would with Zeal forego 
A Thoufand Worlds, Love dear as thine to 
know.] 


Then Luther's Hymn proceeds thus: 


VI. 

If haply ftill thy mental Shade, 

Dark as the Midnight Gloom be made. 

On the fure faithful Arm divine 
Firm let thy faft’ning Truft recline. 

The gentleft-Sire, the beft of Friends, 

To thee nor Lofs, nor Harm intends : 

Tho’ toft on a tempeftuous Main, 

No Wreck thy Veil'd fhall fuftain. 

Should there remain of refeuing Grace 
No Glimpfe, no Footftep left to trace j 
Hear thy Lord’s Voice :—’Tis Jefus' Will ., 

“ Believe (thou poor dark Pilgrim) ftill.” 

Zimmermannus, Page 55. 


VII. 

Then thy fad Night of Terrors paft, 
(Tho’ the dread Seafon long may laft) 
Sweet Light fhall from the tranquil Skies, 
Like a fair Dawn before thee rife. 


Then 
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Then {hall thy Faith’s bright Grounds appear. 
Thy Eyes fhall view Salvation clear. 

Be hence encourag’d more, when try’d. 

On the heft Father to confide. 

Ah ! from thy Mind extirpate quite 
The fickly Films that cloud her Sight: 

See ! of how rich a Lot, how blcft 
The true Believer Hands poll'd!! 

Z immcrnuimtus. Page 68. 


Thefe Lines within the Hooks do not belong to 
Luthers Hymn, but are ufed by /immermannus, 
as an Illuftration of the preceding Stanza. See 
Page 74. 

Loofc from hard Bonds, my God! a Mind 
ri Chains too faft, too ftrait confin’d. 

’m heal’d!—fet free!—from Sin made pure! 

Thy Blood, my Chrift, has wrought the Cure. 

I feel a Pow’r my Will controul! 

Quench thy long Drought my thirfty Soul! 

The living Fountain now I’ve found, 

Diffufing balmy Streams around.] 


Then Luther’s Hymn concludes with this eighth 
pradtical Rule. 


VIII. 

Come, backward Soul! to God refign; 

Peace, his beft Bleffing, fhall be thine : 

Boldly recumbent on his Care, 

Call thy felt Burthens only there. 

Zimrnermannus, Page 88. 


LET- 
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LETTER CXX. 


Dear Sir, IVeJloh-Favell, Jan. 8, 1757- 

M AN Y Thanks for your laft Letter, indeed it 
delighted, and edified me. Think no more of 
making me any Prrfcnt from your Colletiion of Books: 
It is in your Power to give me a greater Gratifica¬ 
tion, from the good Treafure of your Heart. 

I am particularly delighted with your Interpreta¬ 
tion of inS nx a-.y. Your Senfe is grand and inex- 
preffibly important; and without your Senfe,methinks 
the whole Tranflution is like a magnificent Portal, 
without a Hinge to turn upon.—I am edified and 
comforted with your Anal) fis of the whole Verfe : 
a moil encouraging and truly evangelical Rcprcfen- 
tation of the Covenant of Grace! 1 am forry, you 
are diverted from enlarging upon fo excellent a 
Subjedt. Let this Work not be laid afide, but only 
poftponed. 

1 am much pleafed with your Remarks on Dr. 
***’s Sermon; I faw it fome Time ago, and 
thought with you, that he entirely miftook the 
Meaning of his Text; that his Views of the Gofpel 
■were very dim, and his Account of that Miracle of 
Grace, Salvation by Chrift, very lame. I had alfo 
the Happinefs to be thoroughly of your Opinion 
with regard to his injudnious Outcries againjl Reafon ; 
I declare, I look upon my Religion to be Reafon in 
its higheft Refinement. My Reafon fays, Prove all 
Things; admit Nothing without a fatisfadtory 
Proof; and, when any Thing is proved to be revealed 
by God, receive it as an Oracle.—I cannot but 
think likewife, that every Part of our Religion 
(though abfolutcly undiicoverable Reafon) is,when 
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discovered and understood, perfectly rational, as if 
comports with the Attributes of the Godhead; fuits 
the State of Man; and is molt admirably adapted to 
difplay the divine Glory, and redrefs human Mifery; 
Whatever is formed with luch a Tendency, to this 
my Reafon moll readily fublcribts, and pronounces 
worthy of all Acceptance. 

I hope, by the 'I ime of the Arrival of the inclofed 
Frank, you will have a Freight ready for the Veiled; 
and to me, I allure you, it will be more precious than 
the Merchandize of Silver, or the Gain of fine 
Gold. 

You have taken an effectual Method, to make me 
(enervated as my Arm is, and languid as my Spirits 
are) more punctual for the future in my Corre- 
fpondence. If this Hand has Sticngth to hold a 
Pen, it lhall not be tardy in executing this Office} 
or rather in discharging this Debt any more. 

I am entirely of your Opinion, with regard to the 
Afpedt of the Times: There Seems to be a black 
Cloud hanging over the protjlant World. I fear, 
we have abufed our Privileges. Now perhaps the 
Lord is going to take his Fan in his Hand, andi 
thoroughly purge his Floor. Prepare us, blefled 
Jefus! Be our Strength in an Hour of Trial! Be 
our Light in a Day of Darknefs ! 

I have had fome Thoughts of publishing a Couple 
of Sermons, preached on the two preceding Fail- 
Days, relative to this important Point. One upon 
Ezek. xviii. 27. the other upon Hcb. xi. 28. Of 
thefe two Difcourfes, contrary to my uiual Method, 
I happened to take Notes. They pretend to 
Nothing refined or extraordinary, they affect neither 
fearing Sentiments, nor lofty Style; they are ftudi- 
oufly plain, only, 1 think, they enlarge more upon 
Chrift our Sanctification, our Redemption, our only 
Refuge, than moll of the Difcourfes, which 1 have 
feen written on that Occafion. Will you give me 
V01.II. Z your 
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voijr Advice » and put up a Prayer' for the divine 
Dire&ion ? 

I Jong for the Arrival of your precious Cargo; 
to me it is peculiarly precious, as it makes evident, 
that Life and Immortality were known in ancient 
Times, and revealed in the ancient Scriptures. It 
feems to me a ftrange, and worfe than an ufelefs 
Attempt, to controvert, and endeavour to overthrow 
this Truth.—May you, dear Sir, have much of the 
Spirit of Wifdom and Underftanding, to difeover the 
Truth; much of the Spirit of Couniel and of Might 
to difplay, defend, and eftablifh the Truth! even the 
Truth as it is in Jefus. 

Your’s affectionately, and gratefully 

J. Hervey. 


LETTER CXXI, 

Dear Sir , Sunday Morning. 

T Find by the Papers, that your old Friend Dr. * * * 
the Phyftcian is dead!—What a Call to us to get 
our Lamps trimmed, and our Souls ready for their 
Exit!—what a forcible Admonition to do Good to 
immortal Souls while wc have Opportunity!—Mav 
the God of Glory be ever with you, and blefs you 
with all fpiritual Blefltngs! 

I greatly wilh, that thofe in the Pra&ice of Phy- 
ftek, would ftudy St. Paul, as w,el] as Hippocrates-, 
—and attend occafionally to the religious Wants of 
their Patients, when they are confulted as to their 
Lodily Diforders. This would be afting the Part of 
Qn-ijlian Phyftcians.— This would be endeavouring 
to copy after the compafiionate Phyftcian of Man¬ 
kind, who, while He cured the Body , cured the Soul. 

Being 
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Being totally and continually filent at the Patient*# 
Bed-fide, is, 1 think, in fome Meafure, denying or 
being afhamcd of the divine Redeemer, who bought 
us with his Blood.-—Is it not, as it were, refufing 
to embark in his Caufe? How many Sici might be 
improved and comforted by a Phyfician, without 
any Hindrance to his Prefcriptions, Detriment to his 
Charafler, or Lofs of his Time?—Oh! that thefe 
Matters of the healing Art would fet the Lord always 
before them; and then He would diredf their Paths! 

I was looking the other Day into the Life of Sir 
Philip Sidney , who wrote the Arcadia, in Queen 
Elizabeth’s Time,—and I find it recorded of him,' 
that, “ being {hot in the Thigh in encountering the 
“ Spaniards near Zutphen in Holland, and parched 
“ with Third, a Bottle of Liquor was procured for 
“ Him,—and juft as Sir Philip was about drinking 
** it, a poor Soldier in the fame Condition, bleeding 
“ and ghaftly, was carried along by Him, and caft 
“ up his dying Eyes at the fame Bottle; which Sir 
“ Philip perceiving, took it from his own Mouth, 
“ and gave it the poor Man with thefe Words, Thy 
“ Necessity, honest Friend, is yet great- 
“ er than mine.” —He told the Surgeons when 
they cut Hinj, “ that they had indeed a Man tinder 
“ their Hands of a fenfible and delicate Nature, ytdf 
** one, to whom the great Redeemer had given Power 
above himfelf, either to do, or suffer: And, 
*.* therefore defired they would not throw a Blemifh 
on their Art, through over Tendernefs.” 

His laft Words were, “ Love my Memory 
“ Cherifh my Friends-Their Fidelity to me may 
K aflure you they are honeftBut above all govern 
“ your own Will and AfFedfions, by the Will and 
“‘ Word of your Creator ahd Saviour ; in MB be- 
“ holding the End of this World., and all its Vani- 
'« ties.” I will warrant you the Soldiers remember- 
l ed thefe Words of their General 5 and fo would the 
Z 2 Sick 



[ 3+° ] 

Ski in like Manner, long remember the Words of 
their Phyfician , if He would now and then introduce 
a few religious Hints , and drop occafionally a Jlriking 
Sentence or two, with Propriety and Serioufnefs. 

Worldly Craftinefs is a bad Guide; I wifti you 
may have religious Difcretion for your’s, as Telema- 
chus had the difereet Mentor. —And that you would 
begin (infteadof paying court to the Great,) tocourt 
Souls for the everlafling Btidegroom.— This is your 
true Intereft;—and will avail you, when every 
worldly Confideration will be found ineffectual. 

As foon as I had read Mr. ***’s Letter, I burnt 
It according to your Defire.—Who can now re¬ 
trieve the Syllables, Sentences and Words ? Thus 
are the Sins, all the Sins of them, who believe in 
the divine Jefus, done away. What a Privilege ! 
■what a Blefling ? Should not our Souls exult in it ? 
Should not our Difcourfe dwell upon it ? 

Adieu, dear Sit, — and believe me with great 
RcfpeCt, and hearty Willies for your prefent and 
eternal welfare, 

your’s, &e. 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXXII. 

Dear Sir , Wednefday Morning. 

r pHE Grievance, of which you complain, like 
, many other Grievances, is irremediable ■, for, ac¬ 
cording to the old Proverb, what is every one’s Bu- 
finsfs is no one’s. It is the fame in nurnberlejs 
Inftances:—Bow many Turnpikes are creCfed, where 
the Money taken will Icarce defray the Expence of 
the Gate* j ai d where the Roads neither are, no* 
ever will b mended j and confequently, they art 
Nuifante i :ilead of Benefits; yet our Nobility and 

Members 
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Members of Parliament pafs frequently through fuch 
Turnpikes, complain of the Grievance, but take no 
Pains to redrefs it.—And even in an Affair of the 
higheft Confequence, how negligent is the Com- 
munity ? I mean, in the long expected Reformation 
of our Liturgy; in which, excellent as it is upon the 
Whole, there are fome Paffages fo jujlly exceptionable *, 
that every Bifhop in the Kingdom will tell you, He 
wijhes to have them expunged; and yet I know not 
for what political, or timid Reafons, it continues juft 
as it did. Had our firjl Reformers been thus indo¬ 
lent, we (till had been Papijls. —Our Laws are a 
Matter of daily Complaint, and might moft Cer¬ 
tainly be abridged to the great Benefit of the Na¬ 
tion: This is allowed by every Individual; but the 
Parliament you fee, will not exert them (elves in 
'bringing this important Affair to pafs. 

I have often wondered, that in this Age of Hu¬ 
manity, (for fuch with all its Faults it certainly is) 
that while Infirmaries are eredting in different rarts 
of the Kingdom, publick Bridges building, and largo 
Colleftions making for charitable Ufes, that there 
fhould be no Societies eftablifhed for redrejfing 
Grievances. To found fuch Kind of Societies, 
would be truly laudable, and highly beneficial: May 
God of his infinite Goodnefs and unerring Wifdom, 
put it into the Hearts of the Adtive, the Benevolent, 
and the Powerful, to fet in good Earnejl about the 
Inftitution of Societies for redrefftng our Grievances ; 
fome for publick, and others for private Grievances. 
-—Were fuch once eftabliflied, what a World of 
Good might be done! Then the Fatherlefs, the 
Widow, and the Injured, would have fubftantial 
Friends always at Hand, who would refeue them 

• Mr. Hervej ufed to complain, that the Baptifmal 
Service, (See Vol. I. Page 233.) and that for the Vifi- 
t«;tion if the Sick were very defeftive, and much wanted 
Amendment. 

z 3 


from 
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from their Oppreffors, bv taking them under their 
own Prote&ion, and defending their Caufe out of 
the Subfcription Fund. —From the/e Funds likewife 
the Kxpence of procuring ufeful Acts of Parliament, 
or of getting ineffectual ones amended or repealed, 
might be defrayed. 

I know you will be pleafed to hear that Mr. * * *, 
has lately wrote very ferioufly to Mr. * * about his 
religious Concerns, and prefled him ftrongly, “To 
“ determine (as his Expreffion was) and fet 
“ about Religion in good Earnejl Pray dear 
Sir,” faid He in one Part of his Letter, “ take 
** Care, and do not hurry away Life :—Give that 
“ Afl'air a ferious Thought; I am fare it is worth it, 
** —1 with you well, (forry am I to fay I think) 
** better than perhaps you v/\(h yourfelf. —I (houldbe 
“ glad to be miftaken.—Would to God I could 
“ perfuade you refolutely to fall in Love with Reli- 
“ gion, and efpoufe its Caufe with all your Intereft, 
“ and with all your Might.—Was that once and 
“ thoroughly to be the Caff, what an Inftrument 
“ might not v ou be, in the Hand of God, to roufe 
“ Men from their Lethargy; to animate them in 
“ the Purfuit of their own eternal Welfare; and to 
** encourage their Zeal for that of others?—Oh 
,k Sir! a Man with your Capacity, your Fortune, 
** your Opportunities, what could there be too hard 
“ for him—except Hhnjelf! —By your irrefiftible 
** Arguments and fpirited Behaviour you knock 
“ down others on every Occafion, and carry almoft 
“ every Point you undertake; why don’t you knock 
down yourfelf? — Aude fapere , incipe. 

“ What Confcience dilates to be done, 

“ Or warns you not to do, 

“ This, as your Hell, with Horror fhun r 
“ That, as your Heav’in, purfue.” 

Pope's UniverfaTPtayer. 

In 
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In another Part of his Letter, he thus interrogat¬ 
ed Mr. * *.—“ Will not every wife Man, fre- 
“ quently afk Himfelf fome fuch Queftions as thefe ? 
** —Am I, or am I not , in the right Road?—How 
“ long (hall I halt between two Opinions ?—Is not 
“ to Day certain, and To-morrow uncertain ?—Ain 
** I ajhamed of being religious? Have I Courage to 
“ (land it out againft God, and not againlt the 
“ World? —Do I take proper Care of my Children’s 
‘f religious Principles ?—If I deftroy myfelf, (hall I 
“ deftroy my Offspring too :—and eternally ?” 

Towards the Conclufion he added; “ You have 
“ recommended feveral Books to me, let me recom- 
“ mend Rymer’s + Reprefentation of revealed Reli- 
** gion to you ;—though, if I was to advife Mr. **, 
“ it (hould not be merely to read, but to de- 
termxne ;—refolutely and unalterably to de- 
“ termine to be a religious Man.—You want no 
** Inftruftions, and the Time of Life with you is 
“ gone a great Way.—Some People, I can tell you, 
u (tjfpeft you for a Deift : If you really are to, I 
“ then afk. Do you ail devoutly on your own Prin- 
“ ciples ? Do you pray to God daily ? This every 
“ Deift will allow to be neceffary ; and, till you have 
“ habituated your Mind to Prayer , 1 (hall have little 
** Expectations of doing you that important Ser- 
ie vice, which you muft be fenfible by my writing 
“ this Letter, I am very defsrous of doing, as far aS 
in me lies.—The reft muft be left to a fuperior 
** Agency; I mean the Operation of God’s holy 
“ Spirit on your Heart.” 

No Anfwer has yet been returned by Mr. * * * 
to this Letter. I believe he is puzzled how to aft. 
He cannot well pafs it by in Silence; and to give 


i Dr. Rjmer has a great Variety of new, yet (olid 
Thoughts; expreffed with a Spirit, had Peculiarity of 
Style extremely entertaining, and quite unaffe&ed. 

Pnce %s. 

r * Z 4 any 
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any Thing under his Hand on fo inttrejilng a Subject 
as Religion, will be, to a Man of his T urn, very 
ineligible. 

You fee by the Papers, that our great Wit'"’ is dead. 
•—Is it not a little remarkable, that fo long before 
his Death, he fhould be deprived of his Senfes ?— 
deprived of them at the very Time he was about 
writing a moft pernicious Book, which I am told, 
he intended to have publifhed with this ludicrous 
Title, viz. The Memoirs of the Reverend Mr, Jeptha 
Quixote, Saint Errant ; the true and undoubted Son of 
the renowned Don Quixote* Knight Errant ; who 
inherits all his. Father's Virtues. The Defign of which 
was to burlefque Things facred, as enthufiaftical, and 
to fet in a ridiculous Light, fome of the moft exem¬ 
plary Chriftians, under the Notion of Saint Erran¬ 
try.—This would have been a moft malicious Piece 
of Wit j and being the Production of fo celebrated 
a Genius, would have fpread like Wildfire, pregnant 
with infinite Mifchief; for as Horace has juftly re¬ 
marked, 


Ridiculum acri 

Fortius & melius magnas plerumque fecat res f. 

Her. Sat. X. Lib. I, 

When you reflect on this, and other Attempts Jo 
fifcourage good Men, and to render Religion con¬ 
temptible in the Eyes of Worldlings, are you. not apt 
to fey with the Pfalmijl, “ The Lord that dwellcth 
“ in Heaven (hall laugh them to Scorn J?” He t 

* Suppofed to be Dean Swift. 

f Thus translated by Mr. Francis, 

" For Ridicule (hall frequently prevail, , 

" And cut the Knot, when graver Reafons fail.” 

% Pfalm. ii. 4. 

though 
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though unfeen, dire&s the Whole by his wife Pro¬ 
vidence; turneth Men’s Hearts as feemeth good 
unto him; and in his Hands are the Appointments 
of Life and Death.—To his Guidance, and to 
his Protection, I commend you, my dear Sir, and 

yout’s very fincerely, 

James Hervkt. 

LETTER CXXIII. 

Dear Sir, Friday Night. 

T Have fent you the following Letter for your In- 
-*■ fpeCtion, and fhall make no Remarks on it my- 
felf, left I,miflead your Judgment. The Gentle¬ 
man, who wrote it means well, and is defirous of 
promoting the Intereft of the Gofpel in the Way 
which He apprehends to be right-, but He thinks 
differently from you, and me, not only in his No¬ 
tions of imputed Righteoufnefs, but of other evange¬ 
lical Peculiarities.—I have tranfcribed his Letter, 
and concealed his Name, that you may communi¬ 
cate your Remarks with more Freedom, than per¬ 
haps you would have done, had I not taken thefe 
Precautions to prevent your Difcovery of my Cor- 
xefpondent. 

My dear Friend, Oil. 7, 1758. 

JJfltberfpoon's Effay on the Connexion between the 
” Doilrine of Junification by the imputed Righ¬ 
teoufnefs of Chrijl and Holinefs of Life, dedicated 
to you, was lately put into my Hands.—You know, 
that I have an unconquerable Diflike to your fa- 
vourUfe Expreffion, the imputed Righteous- 
HBsrs op Christ. I would on no Account have 
ufed it in any of my own Writings; and I wifh it 

was 
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was univerfally laid afide, particularly by every Mi- 
nifler in his Pulpit; becaufe I apprehend, the No¬ 
tions , which the Generality of People conceive of 
the Imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrijt, has done as 
much MiJchief ei'peciafly among!! the lower sort, 
to the Caufe of Chriftianity, as the Wirings of 
Infidelity have done among!! tho e of a higher 
Rank.—This is my fettled Opinion—Infidels may 
be, and often have been convinced; but Perfons 
of weak Minds, habituated to the Sound of the 
imputed Righteousness of Christ (a fatis- 
fadiory Definition of which very few can give) 
are not only Heeled again!! all Convidfion, but are 
too apt to difregard Morality ; and to cenfure and 
defpife every Preacher and Writer, who from Prin¬ 
ciple, or any other Caufe, difapproves of this 
Cant Term: Pardon me, fori really think it 
fo, and therefore cannot call it otherwife; yet .I 
own tnyfelf a great Admirer of Witherfpoon’s + 
Efiay, I think it the beft Defence of the Uodtrine 
of Redemption that I have ever feen,—my princi¬ 
pal and almoft only Objection is again!! the Phrafe, 
Imputed Righteoufnefs. It appears to me quite un- 
fcriptural to fpeak of the Righteoufnefs of Chriji 
being imputed to us : It is liable t6 great Jbufe, and 
it is not cafily underftood;—nor am l fatisfied to 
ufe it, notwithftanding all you have faid in its De¬ 
fence; and all, that fo judicious and excellent a 
Man as Dr. Doddridge (in his Sermons on Salva- 

t 

WitherfpoosdidtSey on The Comedian between the 
Dodrine of Rectification hj the imputed Righteoufnefs of 
Chr'tft, and jjtolinefs of Life-, with fome Refledtions upon 
the Reception which that Doftrine has met with in 
the Worlds (fecond Edition) may be had of Miliar in 
the Strand, or bf Dillj in the Poultry, Price One Shil* 
Eng. 

■' tien 
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tion ly Grace) has faid to f explain it. — 1 fall in, 
however, with JVitherfpoon' s Sentiments, though 1 
do not ufe his particular Phrafes;—and you will 
obferve he himfelf often intermixes others to the 
fame Purpofe, as Page 17, the Saviour’s Meri'— 
Page 21, vicarious Sufferings—Acceptance of the' 
Gofpel, Page 23. Dodtrine of Chrift crucified,- 
his Atonement—Page 29. Flying to the Propitia¬ 
tion of Chrift — Page 36, the Doarine of thrift's 

f The Righteoufnefs of Chrift is in the Book of God 
imputed, or let down to the Account of all, who are 
finally juftified and faved, as that by which the Debt 
is balanced; and by which they are intitled to fuch 
Favours as righteous Perfons might expedt from God.— 
But then it is an invariable Rule in the divine Proceed¬ 
ings, that this Righteoufnefs or this Atonement and Sa¬ 
tisfaction of Chrilt (for I think it matters but little, 
by •which of thefe Names it lhall be called) be a Means 
of delivering thofe, and only thofe, who believe. 

Purfuant therefore to the Metaphor taken from 
Books of Account between Debtor and Creditor, when 
any particular Perfon believes, this is fet down to his 
Account," as a moft important Article, or as a Memo¬ 
randum (if I may fo exprefs it) in the Book of God’s 
Remembrance, that fuch an one is now actually be¬ 
come a Believer ; and therefore is now intitled to Juf- 
tification and Life by Chrift. In this Senfe his Faith 
is imputed to Him for Righteoufnefs; yet it is not 
regarded by God as the grand Confideration, which 
balances the Account, or indeed as paying any of the 
former Debt, which it is impoftible it jbould ; but only 
as that , which, acceding to the gracious Conftitgfion 
of the Gofpel, gives a Man a Claim to that, which 
Chrift has paid; and which God has gracioufty al¬ 
lowed as a valuable Confideration, in Regard to which 
He may honourably pardon, and accept ail, who lhall 
appk ta Mm in his appointed’^ay, or i« ■**»« Way of 
bwaljjle ftetieving. 

Mediation], 
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Mediation, bfc. bfc .—By tbele it appears, that it is 
not the Phrafe but the Thing —Juftification by 
Chrift alone, on which he lays the Strefs, fee Page 
70, Line 47, and his Arguments will be equally 
forcible on any Man’s Principles, who is not a So- 
tinian. —I believe the Dotirine, as he has ftated it 
in Page 15, thou,h I fhouid not chufe to ufe fome 
of his Lxprcffions.—His Remark, Page 61, Line 
18, b'c. is 1 think very juft, and confirmed by many 
melancholy Fafts.—Page 63, 64, 65, is perhaps 
too ftrong.—The fame may be faid of other Sys¬ 
tems of Morality:—They, who embrace them, 
and live unfuitably, are Hypocrites. See Page 65, 
Line 2 and 3. 

Upon the Whole, I heartily wifli every *Chrif- 
tian, efpecially every Minifter in the Kingdom, 
would carefully read this very ufeful Treatife of 
Wuherfpoon'% , and aft accordingly;—and if I had 
any Acquaintance with Him, though 1 am hopelefs 
of bringing you over to my Sentiments, I would 
endeavour at leaft to prevail on Him to fubftitute 
the Merits of Chrijl for the Phrafe Imputed 
Righteousness in the next Edition and then 
his Book would be more extenfively ufeful; as 
many are prejudiced againft the Imputation of ano¬ 
ther’s Righteoufnefs. 

I am, my dear Friend, (notwithftandingour dif¬ 
ferent Opinions in fome religious Points) with 
much real Efteem, mo ft affectionately and moft 
fincerely your’s. 

St> far my Correfpondent, whofe Letter I fliall 
forbear to anfwer till I hear your Sentiments; which 
I fliall expeft by the firft Opportunity,—I am fure 
if 1 did not think, that the Phrafe Imputed Xigb- 
taufnefs was ftriftly defenfible on fcriptural 

grounds. 
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Grounds, it fiiould never more be ufed, either in 
the Pulpit, or in the Writings of. 

Dear Sir, 

your obliged Friend and Servant, 

J. HiRVKY. 

LETTER CXXIV. 

Deer Sir, IVeflon-Favell, April i6, 1757. 

T>Elieve me your Letters are far from fatiguing 
me : They refrejb me even under my greateifc 
Weaknefs. They tell me of Jefus, which was 
crucified, the only Cordial for my drooping Soul. 

What, do you think, is the Meaning of— But 
this Jbell be with Burning and Fuel of Fire, Jjaiah 
ix. 5. Is n'oxD, a Subllantive? I Ihould rather 
take it for an Adje&ive, agreeing with Let 
the Interpretation of this Place ml the Cover of 
your Letter. 

I am raifed indeed from my Bed, but not releafed 
from my Chamber, after a violent Fever. The 
two preceding Sundays I have been unable to offi¬ 
ciate for mylelf; and my Diforder has left upon 
me fo grievous a Cough, as makes my Days, efpe- 
cially my Nights, become Labour and Sorrow.— 
Pray favour me with the Continuation of your 
Thought*. They cheer and comfort me in my 
languid Eftate.—The two Sermons were tranferib 
ed, before this Sicknefs feized me: And, fince I 
have your Encouragement, they iball foon (if my 
Life is prolonged) be put to the Prefs. I propofe 
to intitle them. The Time of Danger, and The IVay 
tf Safety f. The Lord God omnipotent accom- 

■f Thefe Sermons were publifhed in the Augufi fol¬ 
lowing, with another Fail Sermon, in a neat Volume, 
together with his Confederations on the prevailing Cuf- 
tom of vjfeting on Sundays : To which Volume is now 
abided. Tie Minifery of Reconciliation. 

paojr 
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pany them with his Bleffing ! Mean they are, as 
the Stones from the Shepherd’s Sling, but I re¬ 
member it is written, they (hall fubdue with Sling- 
Jlones. In this Word do I trujl, in this Word do 
I comfort me.—May our Lord Jefus Chrift Him- 
felf, and God even our Father, give you, dear 
■ Sir, everlafting Conflation for all the Kindnefs you 
have fhewed to 

your truly affe&ionate Friend, 

James Her vet. 

LETTER CXXV. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, May 19,1757. 

A Ccept my belt Thanks for your welcome and 
valuable Letter, which found me juft releafed 
from the Chamber of Sicknefs : The Fever is re¬ 
moved, the Cough abated, but my Strength like 
the bruifed Reed. And now my Mind is a Fel¬ 
low-Sufferer with my Body, this being enervated, 
that is enfeebled. 

However, as I am delighted with your Criti- 
cifms, give me Leave to propofe another Text to 
your Confideration, which puzzled me much, as I 
was reading Yefterday : You will find it in Zecb. 
xiv. 6, 7. The Hebrew of the fixth Verfe, feems 
to be uncommonly difficult. 

A Sermon or two I am ftill inclined to publifti. 
In this and in all our Ways may the God of all 
TVifdom dir e£t us, and the God of all Grace prof- 
per us, through Jefus Chrift. 

I have not the Honour of Lord Dartmouth’s Ac¬ 
quaintance, but 1 hear that he is full of Grace, and 
valiant for the Truth; a Lover of Chrift, and an 
Ornament to his Gofpel.—Lady Frances Shirley is 
alive and full of good Works, and I hope grows 

up 
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up in him in all Things who is the Head. Dr. 
Stonhoufe (whom you inquire after) ft ill refidcs at 
Northampton-, is in high Repute as a Phyfician, 
and, I truft does not forget, or neglect “ the one 
“ Thing needful;” though the World, the fmil- 
ing World, is a Syren. —Lord, flop our Ears againft 
its enchanting Song, and let our Eyes be blind to 
its inveigling Charms.—Mr. Mofes Brousne exe¬ 
cutes his Miniftry at Olney , with much Acceptance 
1 am informed, and with a good deal of Succefs.— 
About ten Days ago Mr. Percy took a Family Din¬ 
ner with me.—Our Convcrfution turned partly 
upon Points of Literature, partly upon evangeli¬ 
cal Subjedb: Oh that we may tafte the Sweet- 
nefs, feel the Energy of the latter, and count all 
Things as Drofs in Comparifon of their tranfeen- 
dent Excellency !—Is not your Interpretation of 
Zech. xiv. 6, 7. rather too forced ? Is not the fol¬ 
lowing fomewhat more natural and eafy, if not 
more juft ? 

It Ihall come to pafs in that Day, there fhall not 
be Light, full and ftrong, in Oppofition to the 
Gloom of Night; but now Effulgence and Clear- 
nefs of Vilion, anon Obfcurity and Dimncfs of 
Vifton : Yet it fhall be one real, determinate Day; 
whofe Duration, whofe Properties, and all whofe 
Circumftances, are known to the Ford. Thus 
much he hath gracioufly revealed by his Prophet, 
that during the firft Periods, the Morning and the 
Noon of this wonderful Difpenfation, it fhall not 
be entire Day nor entire Night, but a Mixture or 
Interchange of both. Sometimes Grace trium¬ 
phant, fometimes Sin rebelling in the Hearts of 
Believers: Sometimes Calamity darkening, fome¬ 
times Profperity brightening the State of the 
Church. However, at the Even-Tide, when fuch 
an Appearance is leaft expelled, it fhall be un¬ 
mixed, prevailing, perfedt Light. Then the Light 
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of the Moon (hall be as the Light of the Sun, arid 
the Light of the Sun, as the Light of feven Days. 
Then the Earth (hall be filled with the Knowledge 
of the Lord, and his People (hall be all righteous. 

Freely cenfure, folidly correct this Interpreta¬ 
tion, if you think it impioper; and give me Leave 
to expert, according to your own Appointment, a 
monthly Letter for the Comfort and Edification of. 

Dear Sir, 

your very affectionate 

Friend and Servant, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXXVI. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, Aug. 6, 1757. 

T Have been too tardy in acknowledging the Re- 
ceipt of your Letter, which was very valuable, 
and deferved Thanks, as fpeedy as they are fincere. 
—The true Caufe of my Delay, is this; I have 
been preparing two or three Sermons for the Prefs, 
which to my enervated Hand, is really a Work of 
Toil: Yefterdayl fent them to London , and hope 
to fee them in Print within the Space of a Fort¬ 
night. I purpofe to have feme upon neat Paper, 
for the Ufe of the Gentry , if God (hall incline the 
Hearts of any fuch Perfons to look into them; 
and others upon worfe Paper, for the Benefit of 
the Poor, and the Convejsiency of giving away.— 
As foon as they appear, you will give me Leave to 
fend you a Copy ; and, if yod (hould like to give 
them among the Poor, I will fend you a confider- 

f le Number.—With them I intend to put .into 
Siir Hands a Treatife lately publilhed, under the 
itle of Letters on Thtran and A/pafio, in two fmal'l 

Volumes, 
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Volumes, Price Five Shillings.—The Author is a 
Scotchman, I prefume, becaufe they are printed at 
Edinburgh ; and He gave Orders for a Sett to be 
fent to me from Edinburgh. He conceals his 
Name; and none with whom I am acquainted, are 
able to difeuver whofe Work it is. There arc 
fome Strictures on my Performance; but by far 
the greateft Part of the Book, is very wide from 
this Mark. Some Things are truly excellent, and 
fome Animadversions upon me are perfectly juji •, 
but others (if I miftake not) are unfair and dihn- 
genuous. The Manner of writing is by no Means 
defpicable, rather elegant and fpirited, than coarfe 
or dull; But there is fuch an implacable Bitter- 
nefs of Spirit, and fuch an unchriftian Virulence 
of Cenfure, againft many of the beft Men that 
ever lived, and beft Authors that ever wrote, as 
much furprifes and greatly offends me. 1 think, I 
never faw a Notion of Faith more lax, nor an Idea 
of Grace more exalted than in this Book. How¬ 
ever, I will not foreftall your Judgment, but will 
defire your Acceptance of the Piece, and to haVc 
your Remarks upon it. 

If your Account of the ancient Believers add 
their Knowledge of Chrift be right, then the Opi¬ 
nion of the Generality of Divines is wrong : They 
fuppofe, that the devout Jews faw in their Sacrifi¬ 
ces, not barely a nobler Sacrifice to be offered up 
by the Saviour, but the Saviour Himfelf fuffering, 
bleeding, and dying. How will you reconcile 
with your Scheme St. Paul’s Declaration, “ the 
“ Gofpel was preached i»nto them,'’ explained by 
his Definition of the Gofpel, “ Chrift died for 
** our Sins ?” Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 3.—You fay, 
“ Does my anywhere fignify Effulgence?” In 
Job xxxi. 2j. you will find y bearing this Signi¬ 
fication ; yet I muft confefs, I am not thoroughly 
ibtisfied' With mV own Interpretation: It is too 

Vet. II. A a low 
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low and reftrifted;—for the Prophet is evidently 
foretelling a State of Things and a Stock of 
Knowledge, greatly fuperior to any Thing enjoyed 
undei the jewijh Difpenfation ; and to this laji , I 
think my Expofition is moft fuitable. 1 hope you 
have a long Letter ready, and will not punifh my 
Delay, according to the Rigour of the Law of 
Retaliation. 

I am, with unfeigned Gratitude, 

and cordial Affection, your’s 

James Hervey. 
Pray favour me with your Diflertation on Job, 
his Time, his Country, and Religion. They are 
very curious Subjects, and you will enrich them 
with evangelical Truths. 

LETTER CXXVII. 

My dear Friend, IVeJIon-Favell, Sept. 3, 1757. 

"\jf AtfY Thanks for your laft : 1 fhall read it, 
and read it again; and ,the Lord give nje a 
right Underftandtng of that moft precious and im- 
portant Chapter. 

1 hope you will accompany my Sermons with your 
Prayers to God for a Blejfmg on them, the Reader, 
and the Writer * and I thall be truly thankful for 
the Communication of any Remarks, Corredlions, 
or Improvement?, which may occur in your Peru- 
fal of them. This, and any Other of my Writ¬ 
ings I fhould be glad to jiave rectified where' they 
are wrong, and enriched whprp'tljey are itnpove- 
rifhed, becaufe, though fuph Improvements may 
come too late to take Place, while I live, they; may, 
when I am f dead, be admitted*- and enable me to 
fpealc more ufefully. , " What 

f Mr. ArMMji'is-tiow dead-wan^ has left behladAini 
a coiretted Edition of Tbtron and Jfpajio Which from 

a Con- 
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What think you of the Method taken by a mo¬ 
dern Critick to interpret Pfal. lxviii. 30. “ Hoc 
“ in Loco , Fera Arundinis , Cactus Robuftorum , £j 
“ fuvenci, funt Leones, Tauri, PccudeJ'quc lafcivicn- 
“ tes, five Tyranni feroces infolentcfquc : quibus con - 
“ tinuata Tranfatione, addidit Pfaltes rpo 'ra Mirra, 
“ hoc eji," [Here <7 JVord is wanting in the Origi¬ 
nal ; and not knowing from what Author the Quo¬ 
tation is taken, the Deficiency could not be fuppl ied 
from thence] “ que de indufria conculcantcs (d tur- 
“ bantes argenteos Rivos ardentes nimirum (A vaf- 
“ tantes vicinerum Judteorum Bona." —The Au¬ 
thor queries , whether n from yn currere , may, con- 
fiftently with the Propriety of the Hebrew Lan¬ 
guage, be interpreted a River? Might he not alfo 
query , whether tpa is ever, among the Hebrew 
Writers, and by Way of Adjective, ufed to de- 
feribe the Colour of the Waters ? Homer I remem¬ 
ber, has 

-nd*/*©' xaWifpofy . etpyt<po<Si*v;<. 

But I am not certain, that any fuch Expreflion 
gained Admittance into the School of the Prophets, 
your Sentiments upon this Criticifm, will enter¬ 
tain, inftrudt, and oblige. 

Dear Sir, 

your truly affe&ionate 

Friend and Servant, 

James Hervey. 

a Conlideration of this PalTage, it is hoped his Brother, 
in whofe Hands that correfted Edition now is, will 
foon publifh. Mr. Hervey has likewife wrote a de¬ 
fence of his Tberon and Afpafio, againft the Obj eft ions 
of Mr. John Wejley, and others.—See Page x. of 
Mr. Hervey' s. Life, prefixed to the Firft Volume. 

A a 2 LET- 
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BETTER CXXVIII. 

My defr Friend , Saturday Morning, 

TJ O Vf fares it with you ?—Overwhelmed I find 
with Bulinefs !—but ftill, I truft, remember¬ 
ing Chi ift, and eternal Ages. 

I think you reafon well, and very ftrongly on 
what you propofe.—May the Wijdom, from which 
nothing is fcid, dire{iyc\i \n all your Undertakings ! 
—•May the Fewer, to which Nothing is impoffible, 
profper your Prefcriptions for my Benefit, and that 
of others f I affine you 1 foal! fleadjly perfevere in 
the Ufe of them, and intend to begin very foon 5 
tfio’ a continued Cold and an unexpe&ed Journey, 
have hitherto unfitted me from taking any Medi¬ 
cines of this Sort.—Mr. *** of whom you en¬ 
quired after me Yefterday, told me you imputed to 
the Journey my Negle£t in not having yet fent 
your Prefcription to the Apothecary’s—and I am 
obliged to your Candour for aferibing it to that 
Caufe, and not to any Difregard of your Advice ; 
For I am perfuade 

-Si Pergama dextra 

Defendi pojfent etiam hdc defenfa fuijfent. 

Firg. jEn. II. 

I have juft been reading Gerhard’ s Chrijiian Sup¬ 
port under all Jffiittions f j and a molt excellent 

+ Gerhard was one of the moft learned and beft of 
Meg.—This Book (Price 3 s. in 12mo) was originally 
wrote in Latin, but is tranilated into various Langua¬ 
ges. It confifts of Contemplations qn God’s Love to 
Mankind ;— on the Benefits of Chrift’s Paffion ;—and 
on the Advantages of a holy Life, with a Prayer 
fuited to every Meditation.—There is fuch a Warmth, 
Piety, and Solidity in this Work, as to render it fdpenor 
to aimoil every Thing of the Kind. 

£oc* 
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Book it is.-—-If your Medicines have not the de fired 
Effe£l, I muft feek Relief from Him: —From 
Him ; not from a Fellow Mortal !—Ah ! what are 
all the Confolatlons, which all the Creatures in the 
Univerfe can afford, in Comparifon of that grand 
Confolution of our condefeending Lord’s, “ Ye 
“ are my Friends,” John xv. j£. “ Come and 
“ inherit the Kingdom prepared for you,” Matt. 
xxv. 34. “ Where the Inhabitants fhall no more 
“ fay 1 am Tick,” Ifa. xxxiii. 24.—“ and where 
“ there fhall be no more Death, nor Sorrow.” 
Rev. xxi. 4. 

I am my dear Friend, with great Efteem, and 
under a due Senfe of many Obligations, 

moft affe&ionately, and moft fincerely your’s 

James Hervey, 

LETTER CXXIX. 

My dear Friend , Saturday Morning. 

T F you have any Law Books by you, I wifh you 
would look into the Indexes , and fee what Laws 
have been made to fecure the Lord’s-Day from 
Profanation. ’Tis Pity, that/Ae/ef fhould be un¬ 
known to the common People ; and ftill a greater 
Pity, that our Jujiites of the Peace fhould not exert 
themfelves vigoroufly in an Affair of fuch Confe- 
quence to th tprefent, and Eternal Welfare of their 
Fellow-Creatures. I wifh a fpirited Pamphlet was 
judicioufly drawn up and publifhed on this Occa- 
fion j fetting the Sins of Omission in a true Light. 
—It grieves me to think how much Good is ne- 
gle&ed to be done j efpecially by Gentlemen who 

have 

+ All Perfbns, who profane the Lord’s-Day, are 
liable to the following Penalties ; and it is much wifhed 
that the Magiftrates would determine to put thefe Laws 
in Execution with the utmoft Stri&nefs. 
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have Leifure and Abilities to flan Schemes for the 
publick Benefit. But alas ! So far are they from 
applying themfelves in good Earncft to promote Re¬ 
ligion, that they too generally ridicule or difcourage 
any Attempts of this Kind.—Ah ! how little do 
they refiedl, that the Night is coming on apace 
when.no Man can work ; (John ix. 4.) and that 
for all thefe Things God will bring them into. 
Judgment. 


By doing or executing any 
Bufinefs, or Work of 
their ordinary Callings 
on the I.ord’s-Day, or 
any Part thereof, (Works 
ot NccclTity and Charity . 
only excepted)—under! 
which Head of ordinary - 
Callings is included 
Shaving on Sundays, 
which is a mod fhame- 
ful, and notorious Cuf- 
tom. 

By publick Crying, or 
Expoling to Sale any 
Wares, Merchandize, - ) 
f Sc. 

By Idling, or Wander¬ 
ing in Time of Divine 
Service, 


f By the 29th Car. H. cap. 
7. l’erfons convidl hereof 
by View of a Juftice of 
the Pqace, Confeffion of 
the Party, or Witnefs, 
are to pay Five Shil¬ 
lings, or be put in the 
. Stocks two Hours: Li- 
cenfed Houfes befides 
forfeit their Licences. 


Alehoufe-keepers, Vint¬ 
ners; Inn-keepers, per¬ 
mitting Tipling in their - * 
jHoufes, 


p By the fame Aft it is For. 
feiture of Goods fo ex- 
pofed to Sale. 

By the fame Adi Five 
Shillings, or Stocks two 
Hours. 

By 1 ft Jac. I cap. 9. If 
Convidls of fuch Per- 
miffion are to pay 1 o s. 
and if Convidls ofDrun- 
k?nnefs, difabled to an 
Alehoufe for three 
Years, by zift Jac. I. 

. cap. 7, 


Can 
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Cart you tel! me who was the f Author of TftE 
Duty of Reproof ? The moft material Objec¬ 
tions againjl Reproof are there confidered :—Some 
Cautions and Directions are added ;—and in fuch a 
Manner, as may facilitate the fuccefsful Difcharge 
of this Duty :—a Duty too much ncglcCted, though 
injoined us by no lefs Authority than the Scripture 
itfelf, which is profitable for Reproof. “ Reprove 
“ one, that hath Underitanding, fays Solomon , 
,c and He will underftand Knowledge.” ( Prov . 
xix. 25.) And the Apoftle Paul urges Timothy to 
reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all long Suffer¬ 
ing and DoCtrinc. (2 Tim. iv. 2.)—Indeed my 
dear Friend, you are very deficient in this Duty of 
Reproof , tho’ you have fo many Opportunities of 
doing it with the utmoft Propriety.—Pray read 
this little Pamphlet over and over again.—Weigh 
it thoroughly :—You will then, through the Grace 
of God, be zealous in reproving others , and will 
readily pardon the Freedom I have Occaftonally 
taken in reproving you, whom I fo much love and 
value. You remember Sir George Littleton's Lines, 

“ Some Merit’s mine to dare to be fincere, 

“ But greater your's Sincerity to bear.” 

' Dr. Sherlock’s Defence and Continuation of his 
Difcourfe concerning the Knowledge of Jefus Chrijf 
and our Union ana Communion with him, was put 
into my Hands the other Day; but in my Opi- 

. f The Duty of Reproof is fold by Downing in Bar - 
tbolo’wmew-clo/e, London, Price .Three Pence. J.t is 
likewife in the Catalogue of the Bocks difperfed by 
the Society for Promoting Chrifiian Knowledge.—Mr. 
Htrvey w.as very delicate in .his Manner of Reproving ; 
but as he thought it his Duty, he frequently reproved 
his Friends, and others, either perfonally or by Letter. 
See ftriking Infiances of this Kind in VoLI Page 1 $0, 
—158—178. and Vol. II. Page 199—198—219— 
270, 271. nion 
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uion it is far from being a fatisfail try + defence.— 
Antifozzo % is an unanfwerable Book; and Dr. 
Sherlock never was fo gravelled in all his Life, as he 
was by the Publication of that witty, keen and 
folid Performance. 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius’s 
Greek Concordance to the Greek Te(lament? I am 
told it is well executed, and it mull be very fer- 
viceable, as it {hews at one View in what Senfe the 
fame Word is ufed in different Paffages. I will 
buy it, but fhould be glad to fee it firft if you can 
borrow it for me. 

B<fhop Patrick on Contentment and Refignation , I 
here return you; as likewife Dr. Barrow on the 
lame Subject. 

f Dr. Sherlock in his Defence, tS'c. isfe. Page 513 .1 
" am charged with maintaining the Socinian Notion of 

Juftification, but it is no other than what the-Church 
“ of England owns and afTerts.—I ha've fays He (Page 
“ 516) already vindicated moft of thofe Expofitions, 
" which my Adverfarics charge with Socinianijm , as I 
“ have occafionally met with them ; but Mr. Fergu/oit 
" in his Inter eft of Rcaftn, Sec.- Page 47c, hasputto- 
“ gether feme Texts which He thinks i have fo ex- 
“ pounded, as to deftroy their Evidence for the God- 
“ head of Chrift : To which C^rfi Slverlockrepliej.— 
• * A gai n, Page 5 34 ,1 have taken N otice of every Thing, 
“ which was material in my Adverfarics, and of too ma- 
** ny Things, which were not. I have not particularly 
*• taken Notice of Annsoiizo, becaufe there was no 
“ Need of it; but whatever is confiderable in it is an- 
•' fwered in this 'my Defeiite. And 'he 1 concludes 
«* Pdge 53s, I am reiolved this Contfcovcrfy {hall never 
“ end in a Trial ofWit.” —A prudent RdftHutlon! 
for Sherlock well knew^ great'as his 7 'alents Were,'that 
Jl/op, the writer of Aktifczzo, excelled Mrit both in 
Wit, and Argument, tree' Letter LXXIX. of this 
' Volume. 1 

| See Page lyi of this, Vblyme. 


"Befxter 
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Baxter on Vniverfal and Special Redemption, I 
muff beg to keep a little longer, efpecially as you 
tell me your Sentiments, and his are nearly the 
fame.—Our Friend Mr. *** highly efteems this 
Book ; and he has fent me Baxter's Aphorifms on 
Justification, which he has defired me, as they are 
explanatory of each other, to read at the fame 
Time.— Baxter in thefe Pieces, he tells me, (leers 
a middle Courfe between the Scylla of Arminius' s 
Syftem, and the Charybdis of Calvin's. —When I 
have read them with due Attention, I (hall without 
Referve, communicate my Remarks to you. 

Oh! my dear Friend, what Need nave we for 
Prayer to be guided aright amidft fo many different 
Opinions, even of great and good Men. Armi¬ 
nius, Calvin, Baxter, all excellent Men in their 
Way ! yet how divided in their Notions!—but 
Jefus, that eternal Source of Love, will, I would 
charitably hope, blefs all, who fmcerely defire to 
magnify his holy Name, notwithftanding their dif¬ 
ferent Apprehenfions on thefe Points.—God of his 
unerring Wifdom affift us in all our Determina¬ 
tions ! God of his infinite Mercy defend us from all 
Error, and grant, that we may be true Followers 
of our Lord and Saviour, who is a Light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the Glory of Ifraelf What a 
coftifortable Confederation is it, that there is fuch a 
Light for my dear Friend, and for 

his mod affectionately and mod inviolably, 

James Hervey. 

P. S. Pleafe to lend me Staynoe's Injlruftion for 
the good Education of Children ; and Dr. Doddridge 
on the Religious Education of Children .—I am now 
about writing a little f TraCt on that Subject. 

LET- 

f Mr. Her vey had finifh^d his Tra£t on Education of 
Daughters ; which is now in the Hands of his Brother 

Vo 1.. II. B b Mr. 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Dear Sir , Weft on-Favell, Monday Morning. 

TAM much obliged to you for the Loan of Dr. 
■*- Squire’s Enquiry into the Foundation of the Eng- 
lijh Conflitution: The Performance feetns to be cu¬ 
rious, ufeful, and interefting.—But how intereft-r 
ing foever the Subjeft may be to others, it can be 
very little fo now to me ; as my Indifpofition is 
daily incieafing, and mull, in all human Probabi¬ 
lity, foon put an End to my Being. 

In Spite of the farcaftical Reflections you fay are 
thrown upon me, I mu(t recommend to every one 
Marjhall on Sanctification, and Jenks’s Submijfion to 
the Righteoufnefs of God. —Thefc are with me the 
two fundamental Books :—Thefe teach vital Re¬ 
ligion. Do they, who would decry Faith, and ex¬ 
tol their good Works, diftingiiifn themfelves by 
the Practice of them ? If not, I muft beg Leave to 
fay, they are Self-condemned.—Only obferve for 
the next Month (by their Fruits you will know 
them) the Conduct of thofe, who are fuch loud 
Advocates for the Merit, the Dignity of Man, and 
the Freedom of his A£tion j and of thofe, who rely on 
the a&ive and paffive Obedience of Chrift. And then 
"tell me ingenuoufly, which are the People, who pay 
the greateft Reverence to the Word of God-, and in 
particular to the fourth Commandment?—Inquire 
Which of them ufe Family Prayer ? — whofe Con- 
^jprfation is molt edifying ?—which of them vifit t, 
.and travel on Sundays ?. and which of them pafs 

Mr. Wm. Hervey, Wine Merchant in Miles’s Lane Lon¬ 
don , who ha? fomtfThoughts of publilhing it. It 
%as fince been publifhed. ' 

f Mr. Hervey publiihed fome Confederations on tie 
prevailing Cuflom of vifit ing on Sundays ; which are an¬ 
nexed to the Volume of his Fait-Sermons. 

that 
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that holy Day, as become tbofe, who have named 
the Name of Chrift ? I will be bold to fay , that on 
an impartial Examination , the Alajority will bo 
found on the Side of thofe, who embrace the Doc¬ 
trine of the Imputation of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs; 
and who expect Salvation by Him alone, and not 
by Deeds , which they have done. —Yet I fhould 
wonder how Men of Difcernmcnt (Men, who one 
would think fhould be daily fenfible of their innu¬ 
merable Failings) could poflibly efpoufe the oppo-. 
fite Doctrines, had I not too many melancholy 
Proofs to the contrary.—You may fafely confide in 
this Dodtrine; for this , dear Sir, is not to be con- 
fidered as the particular Opinion of fames Her- 
vey , but it is the general Opinion of our exemplary 
Reformers ; ’tis the Dodtrine of our Articles, and 
our Homilies.—Will you fay, that our modern Mo* 
ral-Chriftians, if I may fo call them, are to be fet 
in Competition with Men, like thefe ? I appeal to 
Fails. —Mark the Effeii of preaching mere Mora¬ 
lity, and of preaching the Grace of Cbrifi.*—But 
fo long, as the Devil is fuffered to deceive the 
tions, and fo long as the Heart ii unconvinced or 
Sin, we may affure ourfelves, that the-Dodtrines of 
Jollification by Chrift’s Righteoyfnefs, and Salva¬ 
tion by free Grace, will meet with Oppofition. 
Therefore St. Paul exhorts Timothy, Ayvnfy tor x<*x« 
ayura tnt tnriwc. To fight the good Fight of Faith: 
It is an Addrefs to a Combatant, and fuppofts a 
Conflidt; a noble Conflict, the fineft Word 
in the moft expreffive Language, importing all, 
which is good, and great : Let us not then be 
ajhamed of the Caufe. 

My Cough is very troyblefome—I can get lit^ 
tie Reft—Medicines yield no Relief—but my ffer. 
ver- failing Cordial is the Love of Chrift. 

Religion bears my Spirits -up, 

A faithful' dnd unchanging God 
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Lays the Foundation for my Hope, 

In Oaths t>—in Promifes J,—in Blood ||. 

Watts'% Hymns , Book I, 

utaynoe * after whom you inquire , was a good 
Man, a Tutor at Trinity College^ Oxford , and af¬ 
terwards ReCtor of St. Leonard Fojicr-Lane ; and 
in the Year 1704, publilhed in two Volumes 
OCtavo, his Treatife on Salvation by Jcfus Chrijl: 
Mine is the fecond Edition :—It is no contempti¬ 
ble Book, though the Style is rather too prolix, 
and he has fome peculiar Notions.—But who has 
ever feen a faultlcfs Book ?—All Writers havetheir 
Failings more, or lefs.—No Mortal is exempted 
from them; not even Homer , Virgil , or Milton 
himfeif.—This ought to teach us Candour , and 
Humility in fuch a State of Imperfection; and 
above all it fhould infpire us with a reverential Ad¬ 
miration of the Book of God , which alone is free 
from Error; by which we are guided into all 
Truth; and in which we are promifed eternal 
Life; procured for us by the Righteoufnefs, Suf¬ 
ferings, and Mediation of Jcfus Chrift.—I wifh, 
moft heartily you may fufficiently regard this 

ineflimable Book; and then you will be like the 
Tree planted by the Water-Side, which bringeth 
forth its Fruits in due Seafon ; and like that happy 
Man, of whom it is written by the Pfalmi/i , 
“ Look ! whatfoever He doetb it mail profper.” 

I am, my dear Friend, 

affectionately, and unalterably your’s, 
James Hervey. 

f Net. vi. 17. t 2 P“- »• 4- It R? 0 ' >• 5 ‘ 
* See Page 115 of this Volume. 
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